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								    				    Act 3 Scene 3 (Lines 91-283)



Act 3 Scene 3 is when Desdemona pleads Othello is reinstate Cassio. Cassio. After doing so, Iago poisons Othello’s mind, implying that Cassio has committed adultery with Desdemona. This spars Othello’s !ealousy and Shaespeare Shaespeare introduces the theme of !ealousy in this scene. In addition, the imagery of seeing and nowing is also used throughout this scene while there is a shift from the lo"e #etween Desdemona and Othello to the false lo"e #etween Iago and Othello. In this particular scene, the theme of lo"e l o"e is de"eloped into the theme of war. war. In the #eginning of the play, Othello had support from f rom the $enetian $enetian council and was united with Desdemona. %owe"er, Desdemona now #egins to mae the #oundaries #etween domestic and pu#lic life rather "ague when she mediates for Cassio, maing Othello uneasy and feeling as if he is #eing attaced. This #ecomes o#"ious when Othello ass Desdemona to lea"e after line &', perhaps implying that Othello now sees Desdemona more more as an enemy rather than an ally. Shaespeare e(ecti"ely maes this shift in this particular scene of the play. This is ironic as Iago taes this opportunity to say, )*y lord, you now I lo"e you+ in line &. There is a clash #etween Iago’s false lo"e and Desdemona’s true lo"e, #ut #ecause of Iago’s astute thining, he manages to tae ad"antage of this situation and manipulate Othello the way he wanted. Othello is now united with his enemy as he tells Iago that he is now )#ound to thee fore"er.+ -ine /01 2ight after Desdemona lea"es the scene, Othello says )perdition catch my soul 4ut I do lo"e thee5 And when I lo"e thee not Chaos is come again+ -lines '67'/1. This clearly shows that Othello is #ecoming !ealous and Shaespeare purposely does this to introduce the theme of !ealously. One ey point is the diction that is #eing used here. The two negati"e words )Chaos+ and )perdition+ foreshadow the approaching tragedy that is going to happen to Othello. Shaespeare Shaespeare does this to intensify the dramatic irony as we as the audience nows Iago’s plans.  The theme of manipulation manipulation is also de"eloped throughout throughout this scene, as this scene e8poses how Iago poison’s Othello’s mind. Iago #egins to mae comments and gi"e his own interpretation interpretation of e"ents to Othello and then refusing to e8plain them clearly. 4y doing so, Othello #ecomes curious and #egins to #ecome desperate to 9nd out what Iago’s thoughts are. Othello #egins to demand what these thoughts are #y commanding Iago to )show me thy thought+ -line :1. Shaespeare Shaespeare does this to portray how Othello is #ecoming more and more agitated. In addition, Iago maes his words e8tremely e8tremely ne#ulous #y saying that his thoughts are )"ile and false+ -line 3:1 and therefore Othello #egins to assume and !ump into false conclusions.



 Shaespeare also uses the imagery of seeing and nowing. Othello tells Iago )If more thou dost percei"e, let me now more+ -line /;1 which emphasises how dependent Othello is on Iago now. Iago’s poison is woring and Iago e"en says )set on thy wife to o#ser"e+ to Othello, which shows how successful Iago is. It is clear that the "illain’s power is increasing and the "illain is manipulating Othello’s mind. As an audience, we should 
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