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								    				    Othello IOC: Iago Soliloquy Act 1 Scene 3:



Thus do I ever make my fool my purse. For I mine own gained knowledge should profane If I would time expend with such a snipe But for my sport and profit. I hate the Moor, And it is thought abroad that ’twixt my sheets He’s done my office. I know not if ’t be true, But I, for mere suspicion in that kind, Will do as if for surety. He holds me well. The better shall my purpose work on him. Cassio’s a proper man. Let me see now, To get his place and to plume up my will In double knavery. How? How? Let’s see. After some time, to abuse Othello’s ear That he is too familiar with his wife. He hath a person and a smooth dispose To be suspected, framed to make women false. The Moor is of a free and open nature That thinks men honest that but seem to be so, And will as tenderly be led by th' nose As asses are. I have ’t. It is engendered! Hell and night Must bring this monstrous birth to the world’s light. Guiding Questions What light does this passage throw on the character and attitudes of Iago? How does this passage help prepare the audience for what is going to happen in the play?



 Thus do I ever make my fool my purse. For I mine own gained knowledge should profane If I would time expend with such a snipe But for my sport and profit. I hate the Moor, And it is thought abroad that ’twixt my sheets He’s done my office. I know not if ’t be true, But I, for mere suspicion in that kind, Will do as if for surety. He holds me well. The better shall my purpose work on him. Cassio’s a proper man. Let me see now, To get his place and to plume up my will In double knavery. How? How? Let’s see. After some time, to abuse Othello’s ear That he is too familiar with his wife. He hath a person and a smooth dispose To be suspected, framed to make women false. The Moor is of a free and open nature That thinks men honest that but seem to be so, And will as tenderly be led by th' nose As asses are. I have ’t. It is engendered! Hell and night Must bring this monstrous birth to the world’s light.



What light does this passage throw on the character and attitudes of Iago?



How does this passage help prepare the audience for what is going to happen in the play?



 a) ‘Thus’: Self satisfaction, boast to audience ‘ever’ not first time he has taken advantage of people like this, proud of this. ‘I, my’ in everyone of first two lines shows concerned with only himself and his interests. ‘my own gained knowledge…profane’ his worldliness almost a religion with him ‘time’ feels it is important to utilise this well. ‘I hate the Moor’ pronoun makes this personal hatred of O. ‘it is thought abroad’ fears being publicly embarrassed ‘suspicion’ for Iago this will be as good if not more important than the truth. ‘he holds me well’ highly respected by O. Key quality to gain power. ‘proper man’ acknowledges Cassio’s good looks. Will use this against him later. ‘plume up my will’ proud of his power ‘a person and smooth dispose’ again envious of C. Will use this against him later ‘asses’ feeling of contempt towards gullible people (O here) ‘I haven’t’ sense of accomplishment when comes up with plan. ‘Hell and night’ shows I to be malevolent force.



b) ‘fool’: will keep using R in his scheme ‘snipe’ despises him ‘purse’ aim to make money. Jewels he gets from R will give him problems later. ‘sport and profit’ there will be a pattern in the action- sometimes will gain two things from one action. Economical . ‘purpose’ the rest of the play will be about his purposes. ‘ Cassio’s a proper man’ will use Cassio’s virtues. ‘let me see now’ improvisation skills. Makes up a plan as he goes along. ‘how how’ same. ‘double knavery’ again economical in decision making ‘he is too familiar with his wife’ gives a glimpse of what Iago has planned ‘suspected’ will try to get O. to treat suspicion as fact. ‘The Moor is of a free and open nature’ he will use O. virtues against him. ‘will as tenderly be led by th’ nose’ will do that by leading him along-carefully ‘bring this monstrous birth to the world’s light’ summary of what play will achieve.



 This passage comes at the end of Act One Scene 3. Iago has just been given the task of escorting Desdamona to Cyprus and has told Roderigo to disguise himself and give Iago money so that he can travel to Cyprus and keep trying to win the heart of Desdamona for Roderigo. In his soliloquy Iago develops a vengeful plot against Othello and replace Cassio as Lieutenant. This final speech leaves the audience prepared for the next scene in Cyprus. The first question I am going to answer is what light does this passage throw on the character and attitudes of Iago? In the early part of his soliloquy Iago reveals his true feelings about Roderigo. He begins with “Thus do I ever”. Because Roderigo has just left Iago, we can imagine the actor throwing gestures off stage to Roderigo in a derogatory manner implying Iago has no real feelings of contempt towards him. This point can be heightened when he refers to Roderigo as a “fool” and a “snipe”. A snipe is a bird which is accustomed to falling for traps and being unable to fly. This along with “fool” creates a atmosphere of stupidity when mentioning Iago at this instance. It reveals how Iago tends not to value people, but use them as a means to achieve their own goals. I feel that this point can be seen in the word placement of “fool” in line 1. The word falls between “my” and I feel this reflects upon how Iago feels about people in the play, taking Roderigo as an example. The word “fool” links the two pronouns together in the sentence and it could be argued that this his how Iago manipulates other characters in the play. He uses them to move from one goal to the next in life and views them as nothing more than this. The word “ever” here also shows how this is not a singular instance but has been using people in this way for many years. He also feels proud of his ability to manipulate others. The word “profane” implies that he has made a religion out of manipulating others. Iago is proud of his power he has over others, which is implied in “plume up my will”. This sense of power I feel is also demonstrated in the use of verse. Verse is deployed for characters of heightened status in Othello (would have self control). I believe in this instance it shows us how Iago can manipulate others because he can remain cool-headed in situations where others would become highly emotional and use this emotion to use these characters to suit his own will. This section also portrays Iago to be only concerned about his own well being. We as the audience are thrown immediately into this through the re-occurring words “I, my, mine” in everyone of the first eleven lines. If we take the stereotypical concept of a soliloquy revealing one’s state of mind then we as the audience see why Iago feels little emotion towards other characters. He has surrounded himself in a cloud of ego and cannot break through to feel emotions for others unless it concerns him. Iago’s ego is also reflected in his concern for time. He mentions that he is only spending time with Roderigo in line 3 because it will suit his own interest. Therefore it can be argued that Iago feels that time should be used well as long as it revolves around him and his own interests. This soliloquy also reveals Iago’s true feelings towards Othello. He states boldly in line 4 “I hate the Moor”. Although this is simplistic in it’s nature, it can be argued that it is very powerful in its meaning. Because this speech is presented in verse, many argue that this indicates that a character is in a sate of heightened emotion. I gained the impression that because this feeling of hatred comes across at this time of heightened emotion implies that for Iago, his hatred of Othello is so strong. This can also be seen when Iago refuses to cal him by is name, choosing to refer to him as the “Moor”. It demonstrates his hatred as the fruits of betrayal he feels by not being given the role prevent him from referring to Othello by name because b mentioning him by name, it would prove to the audience that Iago recognises the humanity of Othello, something he has tried to diminish



 throughout. We will see how this hatred develops as the play progresses. He will push the character of Othello to his limits and eventually, death. Though initially in the play we learn of Iago’s anger at Othello for making Cassio his Lieutenant, the scene also gives the audience another reason for this hatred. He believes Othello has “twixt” his “office”. There has been no evidence of Othello committing this act and I feel this demonstrates a key flaw in Iago’s character. He has been able to control many emotions, such as love which can cultivated at will. However there is one emotion that he cannot control, jealousy. The way in which Iago is willing to destroy Othello because of his feelings of jealousy and suspicion, and also Cassio because he is a “proper man” who has taken a position desired by him, shows Iago cannot handle another man’s “shoot” growing in his garden. It is this inability to handle another mans shoot growing in his garden which actually demonstrates one of his most admirable skills, the ability to think on his feet. We can see Iago forming this plan “let me see now…How, how? Let’s see:”. The way in which punctuation is used here to put weighting on these words (use of colon and hyphen) to show how Iago is thinking upon his feet. Also because the meaning of the play is in the acting of it, we can picture the actor talking to himself and questioning how he can devise a plan. Then note the clarity of his plan in the latter half of the soliloquy. Iago has taken less than 10 lines to create this well devised plan that will be executed. He will not lose his cool-head and has taken a step ahead of the other characters to be able to manipulate their emotions as the play develops. Finally this soliloquy reveals the evil nature of Iago, most notably the final two lines. He makes reference to “Hell and night”. This represents a common technique deployed by Iago which is the reference to hell and disease. These words create an atmosphere of hostility and shows the poisonous nature of Iago. I feel this can link nicely with the final line “monstrous birth to life”. Birth and life are normally associated with purity and innocence in a stereotypical sense. However, when Iago refers to birth and life in this sense, he sees himself bringing a ‘satanical child’ to life. This perhaps reflects how Iago injects a poisonous element into society around him. Through his manipulation, he will be able to turn the gentle and loving Othello into “the green eyed monster” who will eventually fall. Note also the rhyming couplet to end the soliloquy. This was commonly used by Shakespeare in songs, curses etc. I feel this adds to the poisonous and evil character of Iago here as it gives his speech an ominous ending. It is almost as if he is placing a curse on Othello and Cassio, suggesting they are doomed. One final point is that many people would argue that a soliloquy is used to reveal a characters inner most thoughts and feelings. Whilst I believe this to be true in some instances, I feel that here Iago is trying to establish a relationship with the audience. We as the audience have seen how Iago’s relationships with other characters are not what they seem at face value due to the manipulative nature of Iago. Therefore, we as the audience cannot be certain that what Iago reveals to us here is what he truly feels. We have seen earlier how he lies to himself about his feelings of jealousy and therefore why as the audience should we be any less prone to manipulation?



The next question I am going to answer is how does this scene prepare the audience for the rest of the play. Iago reveals how he will destroy Othello. He describes Othello as “thinks men honest but seem to be so” This links nicely to Othello’s last speech where he calls Iago “honest” and “he holds me well”. Iago explains how he aims to manipulate Othello’s trusting nature and the respect that he has



 for Iago and lead him “by the nose”. He plays on Othello’s flaws as a character: his open nature causes him to believe what people say to him. It also plays on the fact that Othello is sensitive about his love for Desdamona. In his final speech of the play, Othello has said that he loved Desdamona “but too well”. This shows how Othello loved Desdamona so greatly and if she were to act against him he would have to act. Iago is able to pick up on these flaws in Othello (who he refers to as a “ass”) because of his gullibility and will manipulate him as the play develops. We also learn about how Iago’s plan will unfold in the long run. The quotation “this monstrous birth to the world’s light” appears unnatural and ugly and shows how Iago method of manipulation will have negative consequences on society. He will plant the poisonous seed of jealousy into the mind of Othello and let it germinate. I feel there is a sense of dramatic irony here. This plan which has been plotted on Othello will cause him to act in a savage manner by strangling his own wife. This appears to be in line with the barbaric nature that Iago has tried to convince others of in the play. Therefore because this is unnatural it implies that Othello is of a noble nature. This shows the malevolence of this plan. He will make a noble and caring man kill his own wife in order to “plume up my will”. Iago likes to organise events so that he gets both fun and benefit from them. This idea comes across in line 4 when he mentions ‘sport and profit’. A re-occurring element in the play is the pleasure Iago has when his plans have a particular pattern to them and they have more than one result which favour Iago. They are economical. This prepares the audience for how Iago will shape his ‘purpose’. The way which he will manipulate Cassio will not only give Iago the title of Lieutenant but also use him against Othello to bring him down. This is described by Iago as ‘double knavery’ in line 12. The passage, overall is a fundamental part of the play. It gives the audience an insight into the mindset of Iago and what his feelings towards the other characters. It reveals how Iago is scarred by jealousy and explains why he will seek revenge on these characters as the play develops through his ability to think on his feet and take a step ahead of these characters. He also establishes a relationship with the audience and prepares them for what the remaining scenes will bring: an evil plot that will send shockwaves through society.
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