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								    				    MUGHAL GARDENS Mughal Gardens are a group of garden designs which originate from the Islamic Mughal Empire. The style was influenced by Persian Gardens and Timurid gardens. Significant use is made of rectilinear layouts within walled enclosures. Typical features include pools, fountains and canals.



Indian Landscape Architecture The Mogul emperors gave the country its greatest gardens. They invaded India from the north, the Central Asia, in the sixteenth century. Their predecessors, the Ghorids, of the twelfth century, had been Afghan Muslims who had made Delhi their capital. The Moguls, also Muslims, brought the Mongol tradition of tomb gardens to the flat plains of north India. They combined their funerary landscape architecture with the strict, four-segment garden architecture of the Persians. Thus the Chahar bagh, or paradise garden, was often laid out in front of a royal tomb positioned to great advantage at its far end.



Mughal Gardens in Pinjore in Haryana



Humayun’s Tomb, Delhi



Ram Bagh Gardens, Agra



The first Mogul emperor, Babur, was the author of the famous memoir Babur-nama and the creator of the Bagh-i-Vasa in Kabul. The founder of the Mughal empire, Babur or Timur described his favoured type of garden as a charbagh. This word developed a new meaning in India because, as Babur explains, India lacked the fast-flowing streams required for the Central Asian charbagh. The Agra garden, Ram Bagh, is thought to have been the first charbagh. In India itself, Babur’s Ram Bagh in Agra made use of great water channels, terraces and grottoes in its scheme to provide a relief from the sun. Babur also began the tradition of flowering plant colour that would mark the work of his successors. Early textual references to Mughal gardens are found in the memoirs and biographies of the Mughal emperors, including Babur, Humayun and Akbar. India and Pakistan have a number of Mughal gardens which differ from their Central Asian predecessors in their highly disciplined geometry. A love of geometry, great attention to detail, and the employment of good materials on a monumental scale came to be hallmarks of the Mogul style. Shah Akbar was noted for his public works project and for the gardens of his palace. He is best known for his four storeyed tomb set in the centre of a cloister with a formal garden roundabout.



Plan of Akbar's tomb complex



A full view of Akbar's tomb. It was originally designed by Akbar himself, but the plans were altered considerably by his devout muslim son Jehangir.



Akbar’s successor, Jahangir, began a series of elaborate hillside gardens in Kashmir about 1610. The Verinag Bagh was laid out as a sunken court with an octagonal pool. The Nishant Bagh and the Shalimar Bagh were monumental terrace gardens with stairs and long pools, planted in classic Persian plane trees, roses, pines, palms, cypresses, zinnias, marigolds, and the bhor and Ficus trees. The Mughal Gardens with their terraced gardens, numerous 1



 maple trees, refreshing fountains and blooming flowers, have become the outstanding attributes of Srinagar. Situated in the far eastern side of panoramic Dal Lake, The Shalimar Bagh (garden) and the Nishant Bagh are the most beautiful of all that are there in the city.



Verinag Bagh



Nishat Bagh



Shalimar Bagh, Kashmir



Nishat Bagh, Kashmir The Mogul garden tradition was well established by the time of Shah Jehan. Jehan completed and expanded the Nishant Bagh after 1633, opening up spectacular vistas of the near by Himalayas and developing viewing balconies for greater enjoyment of the gardens’ compartments. The Red Fort built by Jehan was perched on bluffs overlooking a river, and it was developed with finely detailed interior pavillions, pools and courts. Jehan built an evening garden in it, full of white daturas and poppies, and intended to be enjoyed in the light of pavillions and a mosque on islands surrounded by tranquil water.



Red Fort Complex, Delhi, India
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 Ground layout of the Taj Mahal Yet all these projects are preludes to the Taj Mahal in Agra. The buildings and gardens of the Taj Mahal have taken over 20 years to complete and were a memorial to Mumtaz Mahal, Jehan’s wife. The formal gardens in front of the main building are a classical Persian Chahar Bagh, or paradise garden. Rectangular canals emphasise the four parts of the garden and play perfectly upto the building. Although the plantings have been much modified since the seventeenth century, the garden still makes up of the world’s outstanding design unities. Taj Mahal and its grounds have taken their place alongside the Bagh-i-Takht in Shiraz, Iran and the Alhambra in Spain as one of the greatest examples of Islamic art.



Walkways beside reflecting pool Sir Edwin Lutyens borrowed heavily from Shah Jehan’s work in his planning for the new Indian capital, New Delhi, built between 1912 and 1931. More recently, modern Indian landscape such as Ravindra Bhan have begun a reinterpretation of the Indian landscape tradition.Bhan’s elegant designs for the courtyards and other gardens of the Mughal Hotel in Agra won the Aga Khan Award in 1980.



Formal Garden of Mughal Sheraton Hotel in Agra, India



A covered walkway crosses a pool at the entrance of the hotel



Pool with fountain



Courtyard and swimming pool



Islamic Landscape Architecture The Persian garden was taken west to Spain and eastward to India with Muslim conquests after the 17th century A.D. It typically was located in a courtyard, and usually consisted of a central fountain with four radiating streams that also divided the garden into four parts. The Koran speaks of the Eden like quality of Muslim paradise also divided into quadrants. Thus, the Persian garden, highly formal and with the fig and plane trees producing a lush shade, became identified with the letter and spirit of Islam.



Hafezeeyeh Garden, Shiraz, Iran 3



 The radiating streams or channels of a paradise garden are highly functional. They water the nearby planters. In the Qasr-Al-Mubarak, an 11 th century garden in Seville, and in the grounds of the General Life in Granada, the original flower beds may have been two feet, i.e., 700 mm or so below the garden parts. The original trees in these gardens were probably oranges. It is remarkable that they have survived the centuries in good condition.



General Life Granada, Spain



Orange trees in the plaza Granada, Spain



Alhambra, Generalife and Albayzín, Granada



The Court of the Lions Granada, Spain



Whilst fountains and flowing water are a common feature around the Alhambra, they are particularly prevalent in the Palacio de Generalife. Garden ornament in Muslim countries is based on an intricate appreciation of geometry. Tiles especially blue and yellow Azulejos, terracotta, and the beautifully detailed stone screen or Mushrabiyeh are much employed. The austere Fountain of the Lions in the court of the same name in the Alhambra is a stylized oasis pool surrounded by a date forest of lean pillars and arches. This fountain, true to its Moorish tradition, uses a little water to great effect. Where the fountain courts of Baghdad, Cairo, or Delhi might be flat, the hillside villas of Andalusia or Kashmir developed impressive views while retaining formal gardens near living areas. The Shalimar and Nishat Baghs of the early 17th century also used hillsides to develop an intricate series of connected terrace and water gardens. The Muslim garden in any location took careful advantage of sun and shade contrasts. There was an emphasis on light, airiness, and, above all, the quality of water. Of course, ritual ablutions at a bubbling courtyard fountain surrounded by shady arcades continue to be a primary feature of the Mosque.



Great Mosque of Córdoba - Córdoba, Spain



Plan



Exterior view of the bell tower (former minaret with 17th c. additions), looking north inside the Court of Oranges 4



 Court of Oranges, water channels between trees



Court of Oranges, elevated view from north with courtyard portal to prayer hall



Tiny walled gardens of Rabat and Fez in Morocco



Rabat, Morocco



Persian Landscape Architecture Persian gardens were always reliefs from the strain of harsh deserts and high plateaus. For millennia they have contained fountains in a soft, straightforward geometry, lapis-blue tiles, the characteristically splayed Persian columns, pavilions, and above all chenars-Oriental planes.



Hafezeeyeh Garden, Shiraz, Iran



Another example of a Persian garden, this one located in the Golestan Palace of Tehran.



Elements of the Persian garden, such as the shade, the jub, and the courtyard style hayat can be seen here in this public garden in Shiraz.



Eram Garden is a famous historic Persian garden in Shiraz, Iran



Narenjestan garden, Shiraz, Iran
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 Darius the Great developed a hunting park and Persian King, Cyrus the Great built formal gardens of great expanse at Sardis. The Chahar Bagh or classic Persian garden was arranged in quadrants, with a tomb or fountain in its centre. Four water channels usually radiated in the cardinal directions from a central pool of water. The plane tree was used to line and highlight the water ways or to further divide the quadrants. Roses planted in groups were used to scent the garden and figs, dates, and grapes were commonly planted for shade accent, or food. Spring tulips, daffodils and crocuses were highlights. In ancient times, the water was often brought from a great distance in an underground conduit or Qanat. The classic Persian garden was always created as part of a larger building and grounds scheme. Its form was so refined, so productive of shade and relief from glare, that the desert tribes who brought DARIUS HUNTING IN A GROVE OF Islam to Persia from the west in the seventh century adopted it immediately. The gardens of PALMS Cordoba and Granada in Spain became its direct descendants as early as the eight century. Persian landscape design was influential and original. Persian ideas penetrated to Central Asia as well. Persian Landscape design is the creation of a colourful, enclosed, cool refuge. By late 16th century, Shah Abbas had begun construction of Isfahan, with its Imperial Square, a well-appointed public open space. His Bagh Mader-iShah was developed around a long, sycamore-lined, reflecting pool. The garden and nearby buildings were used as a school.



Naghsh-i Jahan Square, Isfahan



Shah Mosque-currently known as Imam's Mosque-, a north-south view of Naqsh-e Jahan Square



Chehel Sutun – Garden Pavilion



Abbas also built the Chehel Sutun, a series of arched, blue-tiled buildings with pavilions, pools, water stairs, and lush gardens, in his palace at Ashraf, on the Caspian Sea. It was completed by about 1612. Two particularly notable gardens from 18th century Shiraz: 1. Bagh-i-Dilgusha (the Garden of Heart’s Ease), featuring a long reflecting pool lined with orange trees. 2. The huge Bagh-i-Takht or Throne Garden, an amazing terraced landscape next to a lake that has survived, in somewhat ruinous condition, into the twentieth century. Its long, niched walls and dusty cypresses against a stark hillside are brought to life by the “rooster tail” of its cheerful jet, which spurts the lake’s own water into the wind at the base of the garden stairs.



The facade of the Chehel Sutun reflected in its rectangular pool



BAGH-I-TAKHT — THE GARDEN OF THE THRONE AT SHIRAZ 6
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