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								    				    Fujita Memorial Garden, Hirosaki, Japan



JAPANESE GARDENS



SARANYA SAUNDRARAJAN B090032AR S8, B.Arch [28-DEC-2012]



 Fujita Memorial Garden was ordered to build in 1919 by Fujita Kenichi who was the first head of the Japan Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Hirosaki city reopened this Japanese garden in 1991 to celebrate of the 100th anniversary of the establishment of Hirosaki as a city.



UPPER PART



LOWER PART



In the garden, there is a hill part and low land part. The hill part is borrowed landscape that you can view Mt. Iwaki and the low land part is a ponds, springs and walk-through Japanese Garden that provide seasonal sceneries with beautiful flowers such as Irises or Azaleas. The garden has a spectacular landscape and a few buildings such as a tea house in the lower section and a typical Japanese house in the upper section. Site area is about 21000 m². ELEMENTS OF FUJITA MEMORIAL GARDEN: 1) Bridges:



a) Sori Bashi (Arched Wooden Bridge): Is present across a waterfall in the sloping region between the highland and the lowland. b) Kibashi: Simple wooden structures formed by placing longs adjacent to each other supported by truss, is made across the stream. c) Zig-zag Bridge: This bridge is part of dry landscape, spanning over small grass patches. This is made by placing planks on simple wood supports.



 2) Paths:



a) Dressed stones: have been placed to direct footsteps without disturbing the lawn and yet the visitor can enjoy the beautiful scenery around it. b) Tarmac: This has been used for constructing major paths through the garden. Since no vehicles are allowed, these paths require very less maintenance. c) Steps: Stone is placed as steps to provide a path between the upper and lower portion of the garden and it merges into the landscape naturally.



3)



Fences:



As in Japanese architecture, the fences inside the garden are made of Bamboo. As external fence, shrubs planted on half walls are pruned to act as barriers.



4) Stone Lanterns :



Dressed stones are stacked to create the shape of a lantern as a symbol of enlightening. Here, it is in the pond in the lowland.



 5) Sand and Pebbles:



These have been used as paving material around the buildings, on the shore of ponds and around the zig zag bridge as part of dry garden.



6) Water:



Water is a main element in landscaping as an aesthetic and environmental factor. In this garden, ponds are static element and waterfalls and streams are dynamic elements. Also, these ponds form a micro ecosystem with fishes and plants.



7) Plants:



Maple Trees, Cherry trees are a major component of the garden and plants like Azalea can also be found. Also there are lawns which are well maintained as well as trees which are allowed to grow wildly to make the landscaping natural.



8)



Architecture:



Gardens usually have tea houses that are designed for the owner/visitor to spend an evening enjoying the scenic beauty of the garden. The buildings were placed to have maximum view into the garden and majority of the buildings have glass facades to the garden. Here, a Japanese Tea House present in the lowland area provides a spectacular view into the garden.
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