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								    				    Chinese gardens are constructed to recreate and miniaturize larger natural landscapes. Traditionally, Traditionally, Chinese gardens blend unique, ornate buildings with natural elements.  Just about every Chinese garden garden contains architecture, like a building or pavilion; decorative rocks and a rock garden; plants, trees and fowers ; andwater elements, like ponds. Most Chinese gardens are enclosed by a wall and some have winding paths. Chinese gardens arent !ust thrown together. together. "nstead, theyre deliberately designed  and visitors should walk through them in the particular order that the garden was laid out.  The #istory o$ Chinese %ardens %ardens ∨ the past ',((( years, everyone in China, $rom emperors and government o)cials to scholars and poets, have built their own Chinese garden. The *rst Chinese gardens were built in the +ellow iver valley. -ings and members o$ the nobility during the hang /ynasty 012((31(42 5C6 hunted 5C6 hunted and planted $ruits and vegetables in their gardens. There were two types o$ gardens7 one where animals were kept and one $or plants and gardening. 8ayout and /esign o$ Classic Chinese %ardens



Every scene in Chinese garden is well planned.



Chinese gardens arent laid out in a way that you can see the entire garden all at once. "nstead, small scenes are set up  so that as you wander through the garden, you come upon several intimate settings to view. view. 9very scene is well:planned and $ramed. ome elements that arent actually in the garden are part o$ the design as well. ∨ eample, some gardens purposely have a view o$ a mountain $rom one o$ its many scenes.



 Chinese %arden rchitecture in a Chinese %arden



Unique architecture in a Chinese Garden



 The types o$ buildings that are included in a Chinese garden have to do with whose garden it is. ∨ eample, a scholar may have a library in their garden. ome buildings have connected hallways and pavilions, each o$ which will have a view o$ a di?erent area o$ the garden. @ther Chinese gardens have temples, bridges, galleries and towers. "deally, the buildings and structures in a Chinese garden will complement the setting instead o$ dominating it. The larger the garden, the more buildings it will contain.  Types o$ tructures Ceremony halls, located near the entrance o$ the garden, have their own courtyard and are used $or $amily celebrations. Arincipal Aavilions are $or receiving guests and celebrating big holidays with a large crowd. The Pavilion o lowers  is traditionally close to the residential home and is *lled with =owers and plants. ome =ower pavilions will have a small rock garden as well. Pavilions with movable walls  o?er a panoramic view o$ the entire garden. 8arge gardens will have guest rooms and housing.



 easonal Aavilions ome gardens contain a Pavilion o !andarin "ucks, which is divided into two seasonal sections. @ne section will $ace north, toward a lotus pond. Cool air will blow into this part o$ the pavilion during the summertime. The other section will $ace south, toward a pine tree:*lled courtyard and plum trees. lso, the legend o$ the "sles o$ the "mmortals had a mountain peak as its main $ocus point, which is why the mountain is a central unit in several Chinese gardens. Alants, &lowers and Trees



Green trees in Yu Garden, a famous garden in Shanghai



 Alants are chosen care$ully, dependent on their teture, shape, color and $ragrance. ome Chinese gardens have a lotus pond with a nearby lotus pavilion. Chinese gardeners choose the di?erent plant elements $or their garden largely due to $ragrance. Chinese gardens typically always have $ragrant =owers to set the atmosphere . &lowers and trees also contrast with sharp, harsh architectural lines. ound is another element o$ Chinese gardens, and when rain $alls on the leaves o$ trees and bushes, it creates a soothing sound.  water element is also a welcome complement to the rock garden and mountains. 5orrowed cenery  The term Bborrowed scenery re$ers to the elements o$ a Chinese garden that actually lay outside the garden walls. ∨ eample, i$ a pavilion looks directly out to a $araway mountain top, this would be considered borrowed scenery. These views are o$ten unepected, because most people dont think to look outside the garden walls when in a Chinese garden. The views are deliberate, however, and the garden is usually arranged purpose$ully.



The Chinese garden is a landscape garden style which has evolved over three thousand years. It includes both the vast gardens of the Chinese emperors and members of the imperial family, built for  pleasure and to impress, and the more intimate gardens created by scholars, poets, former government officials, soldiers and merchants, made for reflection and escape from the outside world. They create an idealized miniature landscape, which is meant to express the harmony that should exist between man and nature.[1  ! typical Chinese garden is enclosed by walls and includes one or more ponds, roc" wor"s, trees and flowers, and an assortment of halls and pavilions within the garden, connected b y winding paths and zig#zag galleries. $y moving from structure to structure, visitors can view a series of carefully composed scenes, unrolling li"e a scroll of landscape paintings.



#istoryDeditE



 5eginningsDeditE  The earliest recorded Chinese gardens were created in the valley o$ the +ellow iver, during the hang /ynasty 012((31(42 5C6. These gardens were large enclosed parks where the kings and nobles hunted game, or where $ruit and vegetables were grown.



9arly inscriptions $rom this period, carved on tortoise shells, have three Chinese characters $or garden, you, pu and yuan. +ou was a royal garden where birds and animals were kept, while pu was a garden $or plants. /uring the Fin /ynasty 0GG13 G(2 5C6, yuan became the character $or all gardens.D'E The old character $or yu an is a small picture o$ a garden; it is enclosed in a square which can represent a wall, and has symbols which can represent the plan o$ a structure, a small square which can represent a pond, and a symbol $or a plantation or a pomegranate tree.D4E



> $amous royal garden o$ the late hang dynasty was the Terrace, Aond and Aark o$ the pirit 08ingtai, 8ingzhao 8ingyou6 built by -ing 


 The 9mperor makes his promenade in the Aark o$ the pirit,  The deer are kneeling on the grass, $eeding their $awns,  The deer are beauti$ul and resplendent.  The immaculate cranes have plumes o$ a brilliant white.  The 9mperor makes his promenade to the Aond o$ the pirit,  The water is $ull o$ *sh, who wriggle.H : translation in Jardins de Chine, ou la quIte du paradisDE >nother early royal garden was haqui, or the /unes o$ and, built by the last hang ruler, -ing Khou. 01(L:1(42 5C6. "t was composed o$ an earth terrace, or tai, which served as an observation plat$orm in the center o$ a large square park. "t was described in one o$ the early classics o$ Chinese literature, the ecords o$ the %rand #istorian 0hi!i6.D2E



>ccording to the hi!i, one o$ the most $amous $eatures o$ this garden was the  large pool, big enough $or several small boats, was constructed on the palace grounds, with inner linings o$ polished oval shaped



 stones $rom the sea shores. The pool was then *lled with wine. > small island was constructed in the middle o$ the pool, where trees were planted, which had skewers o$ roasted meat hanging $rom their branches. -ing Khou and his $riends and concubines dri$ted in their boats, drinking the wine with their h ands and eating the roasted meat $rom the trees. 8ater Chinese philosophers and historians cited this garden as an eample o$ decadence and bad taste.DLE



/uring the pring and >utumn period 0LGG341 5C6, in ' 5C, the Terrace o$ hanghua, with lavishly decorated palaces, was built by -ing Jing o$ the Khou dynasty. "n ( 5C, an even more elaborate garden, the Terrace o$ %usu, was begun. "t was located on the side o$ a mountain, and included a series o$ terraces connected by galleries, along with a lake where boats in the $orm o$ blue dragons navigated. &rom the highest terrace, a view etended as $ar as 8ake Tai, the %reat 8ake.DE



 The 8egend o$ the "sle o$ the "mmortalsDeditE



> miniature version o$ Mount Aenglai, the legendary home o$ the 9ight "mmortals, was recreated in many classical Chinese gardens >n ancient Chinese legend played an important part in early garden design. "n the 4th century 5C, a tale in the han #ai Jing 0Classic o$ Mountains and eas6 described a peak called Mount Aenglai located on one o$ three islands at the eastern end o$ the 5ohai ea, between China and -orea, which was the home o$ the 9ight "mmortals. @n this island were palaces o$ gold and silver, with !ewels on the trees.  There was no pain, no winter, wine glasses and rice bowls were always $ull, and $ruits, when eaten, granted eternal li$e.



"n GG1 5C, +ing Kheng, the -ing o$ Fin conquered other rival states and uni*ed China under the Fin 9mpire, which he ruled until G1( 5C. #e heard the legend o$ the islands and sent emissaries to *nd the islands and bring back the eliir o$ immortal li$e, without success. >t his palace near his capital, Nianyang, he created a garden with a large lake called 8anchi gong or the 8ake o$ the @rchids. @n an island in the lake he created a replica o$ Mount Aenglai, symbolizing his search $or paradise. >$ter his death, the Fin 9mpire $ell in G(2 5C and his capital city and garden were completely destroyed, but the legend continued to inspire Chinese gardens. Many gardens have a group o$ islands or a single island with an arti*cial mountain representing the island o$ the 9ight "mmortals.DOE



 #an dynasty 0G(2 5C3GG( >/6DeditE Pnder the #an dynasty 0G(2 5C 3 GG( >/6, a new imperial capital was built at ChangQan, and 9mperor 


>nother notable garden o$ the #an period was the %arden o$ %eneral 8iang Ji built under 9mperor hun 01G3144 >/6. Psing a $ortune amassed dur ing his twenty years in the imperial court, 8iang Ji build an immense landscape garden with arti*cial mountains, ravines and $orests, *lled with rare birds and domesticated wild animals. This was one o$ the *rst gardens that tried to create an idealized copy o$ nature.DOE



%ardens $or poets and scholars 0GG1321 >/6DeditE



 The calligrapher $ter the $all o$ the #an dynasty, a long period o$ political instability began in China. 5uddhism was introduced into China by 9mperor Ming 0L3L >/6, and spread rapidly. 5y 4O, the city o$ 8uoyang, capital o$ the Rorthern 


/uring this period, many $ormer government o)cials le$t the court and built gardens where they could escape the outside world and concentrate on nature and literature. @ne eample was the Jingu +uan, or %arden o$ the %olden Salley, built by hi Chong 0G4O3'(( >/6, an aristocrat and $ormer court o)cial, who in GO2 completed a garden ten kilometers northeast o$ 8uoyang. #e invited thirty $amous poets to a banquet in his garden, and wrote about the event himsel$7



 " have a country house at the torrent o$ the %olden Salley...where there is a spring o$  pure water, a luuriant woods, $ruit trees, bambo, cypress, and medicinal plants.  There are *elds, two hundred sheep, chickens, pigs, geese and ducks...There is also a water mill, a *sh pond, caves, and everything to distract the look and please the heart....


 This visit to the garden resulted in a $amous collection o$ poems, Jingu hi, or Aoems o$ the %olden Salley, and launched a long tradition o$ writing poetry in and about gardens.D11E



 The poet and calligrapher 


 The @rchid Aavilion inspired 9mperor +ang 02(4321L6 o$ the ui dynasty to build his new imperial garden, the %arden o$ the 


 Tang dynasty 0213O(L6, &irst %olden >ge o$ the Classical %ardenDeditE  The Tang dynasty 0213O(L >/6 was considered the *rst golden age o$ the classical Chinese garden. 9mperor Nuanzong built a magni*cent imperial garden, the %arden o$ the Ma!estic Clear 8ake, near Nian, and lived there with his $amous concubine, Consort +ang.D1'E



Aainting and poetry reached a level never seen be$ore, and new gardens, large and small, *lled the capital city, ChangQan. The new gardens, were inspired by classical



 legends and poems. There were shanchi yuan, gardens with arti*cial mountains and ponds, inspired by the legend o$ the isles o$ immortals, and shanting yuan, gardens with replicas o$ mountains and small viewing houses, or pavilions. 9ven ordinary residences had tiny gardens in their courtyards, with terracotta mountains and small ponds.D1(E



 These Chinese classical gardens, or scholarQs gardens 0wenren yuan6, were inspired by, and in turn inspired, classical Chinese poetry and painting. > notable eample was the Jante Salley %arden o$ the poet:painter and civil servant $ter retiring $rom the government, he passed his time taking boat trips on the lake, playing the cithare and writing and reciting poetry.D14E



/uring the Tang dynasty, plant cultivation was developed to an advanced level, with many plant species being grown by means o$ plant introduction, domestication, transplantation, and gra$ting.D1E The aesthetic properties o$ plants were highlighted, while numerous books on plant classi*cation and cultivation were published.D1E The capital, ChangQan, was a very cosmopolitan city, *lled with diplomats, merchants, pilgrims, monks and students, who carried descriptions o$ the gardens all over >sia. The economic prosperity o$ the Tang dynasty led to the increasing construction o$ classical gardens across all o$ China.



 The last great garden o$ the Tang dynasty was the #amlet o$ the Mountain o$ the erene pring 0Aingquan hanzhuang6, built east o$ the city o$ 8uoyang by 8i /eyu, %rand Minister o$ the Tang 9mpire. The garden was vast, with over a hundred pavilions and structures, but it was most $amous $or its collection o$ eotic:shaped rocks and plants, which he collected all over China. ocks o$ unusual shapes, kn own as Chinese cholarsQ ocks, o$ten selected to portray the part o$ a mountain or mountain range in a garden scene, gradually became an essential $eature o$ the Chinese garden.D12E



ong /ynasty 0O2(31GLO6DeditE



  The 8ake o$ the Clarity o$ %old, an arti*cial lake and pleasure garden built by 9mperor #uizong o$ ong at his capital, -ai$eng



 The 5lue 


 The Master o$ the Rets %arden in uzhou 011416 was a model $or later scholarQs gardens.  There were two periods o$ the ong dynasty, northern and southern, and both were known $or the construction o$ $amous gardens. 9mperor #uizong 01(G311'6 was an accomplished painter o$ birds and =owers. > scholar himsel$, he in tegrated elements o$ the scholar garden into his grand imperial garden. #is *rst garden, called The 5asin o$ the Clarity o$ %old, was an arti*cial lake surrounded by terraces and pavilions. The public was invited into the garden in the spring $or boat races and spectacles on the lake. "n 111L he personally supervised the building o$ a new garden. #e had eotic plants and picturesque rocks brought $rom around China $or his garden, particularly the prized rocks $rom 8ake Tai. ome o$ the rocks were so large that, in order to move them by water on the grand canal, he had to destroy all the bridges between #angzhou and 5ei!ing. "n the center o$ his garden he had constructed an arti*cial mountain a hundred meters high, with cli?s and ravines, which he named %enyue, or HThe Mountain o$ tability.H The garden was *nished in 11GG. "n 11GL, 9mperor #uizong was $orced to =ee $rom the ong capital, -ai$eng, when it came under attack by the armies o$ the Jurchen:led Jin dynasty. 


ny passer:by could visit the garden by paying a small $ee.D1E



 >$ter $all o$ -ai$eng, the capital o$ the ong dynasty was moved to 8inQan 0present: day #angzhou, Khe!iang6. The city o$ 8inQan soon had more than *$ty gardens built on the shore o$ the 


 The oldest uzhou garden that can be seen today is the 5lue 


>nother ong dynasty garden still in eistence is the Master o$ the Rets %arden in uzhou. "t was created in 1141 by hi Khengzhi, /eputy Civil ervice Minister o$ the outhern ong government. "t had his library, the #all o$ Ten Thousand Solumes, and an ad!acent garden called the &ishermanQs etreat. "t was etensively remodeled between 1L'2 and 1LO2, but it remains one o$ the best eample o$ a ong /ynasty cholars %arden.D1OE



"n the city o$  terrace gave visitors a view o$ the lake and the mountains.DG(E



 +uan dynasty 01GLO31'26DeditE



 The 8ion %rove %arden in uzhou 01'4G6, known $or its $antastic and grotesque rocks "n 1GL1, -ublai -han established the Mongol:led +uan dynasty in China. 5y 1GLO, he annihilated the last resistance o$ the ong dynasty and u ni*ed China under Mongol



 rule. #e established a new capital on the site o$ present:day 5ei!ing, called /adu, the %reat Capital.



 The most $amous garden o$ the +uan dynasty was -ublai -hanQs summer palace and garden at Nanadu. The Senetian traveler Marco Aolo is believed to have visited Nanadu in about 1GL, and described the garden this way7



Hound this Aalace a wall is built, inclosing a compass o$ 12 miles, and inside the Aark there are $ountains and rivers and brooks, and beauti$ul meadows, with all kinds o$ wild animals 0ecluding such as are o$ $erocious nature6, which the 9mperor has procured and placed there to supply $ood $or his ger$alcons and hawks, which he keeps there in mew. @$ these there are more than G(( ger$alcons alone, without reckoning the other hawks. The -han himsel$ goes every week to see his birds sitting in mew, and sometimes he rides through the park with a leopard behind him on his horseQs croup; and then i$ he sees any animal that takes his $ancy, he slips his leopard at it, and the game when taken is made over to



$eed the hawks in mew. This he does $or diversion.HDG1E  This brie$ description later inspired the poem -ubla -han by the 9nglish romantic poet, amuel Taylor Coleridge.






/espite the Mongol invasion, the classical Chinese scholarQs garden continued to =ourish in other parts o$ China. >n ecellent eample was the 8ion %rove %arden in uzhou. "t was built in 1'4G, and took its name $rom the collection o$ $antastic and grotesque assemblies o$ rocks, taken $rom 8ake Tai. ome o$ them were said to look like the heads o$ lions. The -angi and Fianlong emperors o$ the Fing dynasty each visited the garden several times, and used it as model $or their own summer garden, the %arden o$ Aer$ect plendor, at the Chengde Mountain esort.DG'E



 "n 1'2, $orces o$ the Ming dynasty, led by Khu +uanzhang, captured /adu $rom the Mongols and overthrew the +uan dynasty. Khu +uanzhang ordered the +uan palaces in /adu to be burned down.



Ming dynasty 01'2312446DeditE



 Jichang %arden in dministratorQs %arden in uzhou. "t was built during the reign o$ the Khengde 9mperor 01(231G16 by 


>nother eisting garden $rom the Ming dynasty is the 8ingering %arden, also in uzhou, built during the reign o$ the uspicious Cloud: Capped Aeak, which became a centerpiece o$ the garden.DG4E



> third renowned Ming era garden in uzhou is the %arden o$ Cultivation, built during the reign o$ the Tianqi 9mperor 012G13GL6 by the grandson o$ 


%arden o$ Cultivation 01416



  The #umble >dministratorQs %arden in uzhou 01(231G16



 The 8ingering %arden in uzhou 01O'6, like many Ming dynasty gardens, is *lled with dramatic scholar rocks



 +uyuan %arden in hanghai 01O6 Fing dynasty 0124431O1G6DeditE



 The Marble 5oat pavilion in the garden o$ the ummer Aalace in 5ei!ing 01L6. >$ter it was destroyed by an >nglo:&rench epedition in 12(, the 9mpress /owager Cii diverted money $rom the 5eiyang &leet to have it rebuilt.  The Fing dynasty was the last dynasty o$ China. The most $amous gardens in China during this period were the ummer Aalace and the @ld ummer Aalace in 5ei!ing. 5oth gardens became symbols o$ luury and re*nement, and were widely described by 9uropean visitors.



&ather >ttiret, a &rench Jesuit who became court painter $or the Fianlong 9mperor $rom 1L' to 1L2, described the Jade Terrace o$ the "sle o$ "mmortality in the 8ake o$ the ummer Aalace7



HThat which is a true !ewel is a rock or island...which is in the middle o$ this lake, on which is built a small palace, which contains one hundred rooms or salons...o$ a beauty and a taste which " am not able to epress to you. The view is admirable... DGE



 Their construction and improvement consumed a large part o$ the imperial treasury. 9mpress /owager Cii $amously diverted money intended $or the modernization o$ the 5eiyang &leet and used it to restore the ummer Aalace and the marble teahouse in the shape o$ boat on 8ake -unming. 5oth the ummer Aalace and @ld



 ummer Aalace were destroyed during the 5oer ebellion and by punitive epeditions o$ 9uropean armies during the nineteenth century, but are now gradually being restored.



"n addition to the @ld ummer Aalace and ummer Aalace, between 1L(' and 1LOG the Fing emperors built a new comple o$ gardens and palaces in the mountains G(( kilometers northeast o$ 5ei!ing, to escape the summer heat o$ the capital. "t was called the Chengde Mountain esort, and it occupied 2( h ectares, with seventy:two separate landscape views, recreating landscapes in miniature $rom many di?erent parts o$ China.DG2E This enormous garden has survived relatively intact.
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