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Come and discover. Revel in the  wonders of the rain forest. rain forest. Behold the majesty  of a tall lauan tree. Enjoy the cool mountain breeze.  Attractions and facilities



        



Large tract of tropical forest Endemic and exotic plants Nature trails Picnic areas Gurgling creeks and waterfalls Swimming pool Multipurpose pavilion Wildlife collection Center for Philippine Raptors



 Location



College of Forestry and Natural Resources University of the Philippines Los Baños Laguna 4031 Philippines Visiting hours



MBG opens from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. everyday except on New Year's Day, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, All Saints Day and Christmas Day For further information, please contact 



Roberto P. Cereno Head Botanic Gardens, Parks & Ecotourism Division Makiling Center for Mountain Ecosystems College of Forestry and Natural Resources University of the Philippines Los Baños Phone:  + (49) 536 2637 Fax:  + (49) 536 3572 E-mail:  [email protected]



..



Makiling Botanical Garden



 We always call it Makiling Botanical Garden but I just recently found out that its official name is "Makiling Botanic Gardens" according to its official website and the Botanic Gardens Conservation International. The Makiling Botanic Gardens (MBG) in Laguna was established primarily to "support professional instruction and research related to forestry and plant sciences" of the University of the Philippines Los Baños (UPLB)-College of  Forestry and Natural Resources (CFNR). It was also designated as a tourist destination and as educational and recreational facility for the general public since 1965.



When I was in grade school, my parents took me to MBG for the first time (we were still living in Santa Cruz, Laguna by then). I remember that I was awed by the sight of so many trees and flowering plants as we don't have a forest in Sta. Cruz. What we have there are rice fields and coconut trees.



 Since then, we have come back to MBG countless of times for recreation, relaxation, research, and recently, to indulge our new passion - photography. MBG is an excellent place for photography practice sessions as it features rare plant species endemic to Mt. Makiling, and "which is said to have a more diverse plant species than that of the entire USA (MAnila Bulletin, March 2009)." Many students from different schools go to MBG for their field trips, presumably to document the numerous plant species that thrive here. Towering trees (dipterocarp forest), creeks (Molawin and Marulas), and nature trails can also be found here.



The sad thing though is you cannot see/visit Philippine birds of prey at MBG anymore. The Center for Philippine Raptors, which used to be located at the heart of MBG, was already moved to the DENR in Quezon City last September 2009. MBG also serves as picnic area/rest area for students and other guests with its concrete tables and benches. On days when we want to step out of the house, my kids and I go to MBG for both fun and relaxation. We bring our snacks (sometimes lunch) and drinks and bask in nature's splendor at MBG.



 However, the swimming pool inside MBG cannot be used anymore; the caretaker that I talked to said that the swimming pool has not been maintained/used for about 4 or 5 years already. It's also sad that most of the facilities here are not properly maintained maybe due to budget restrictions and staff shortage.



For school field trips, make arrangements one week before the scheduled trip and state the purpose of the visit. The MBG is open daily except holidays from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Entrance fee is PhP 10.00 per person. Policies



1. 2. 3. 4.



Picking of flowers and plant materials are strictly prohibited. Be environment conscious. Throw your garbage in trash cans. Watch out for falling branches and protruding rocks. Collection of biological specimens may be allowed upon written permission from the Superintendent. Apply for a permit at MBG Official Website (http://makilingbotanicgardens.com/index.php )



How to get to MBG



 a.



Public Transport  Board HM Transit at terminal in Cubao or Green Star Bus at Taft Avenue, bound for Sta. Cruz Laguna. Get off at Crossing, Los Baños, and ride a jeepney to UPLB Forestry and tell the driver to drop you off at Makiling Botanical Garden (the local/common name of MBG). b.



Private Transport  From Manila drive to South Luzon Express Way (SLEX) and take the Calamba exit (last exit of SLEX). Drive to Los Baños and to UPLB Forestry. In Forestry you will pass by an arc, and after about 200 meters you will see the sign "Makiling Botanic Gardens" at your right side.



For more information, The Head, Makiling College of Forestry University of the Philippines Telefax: (+63 49) 536-2637; Email: [email protected]



contact and Los



the Botanic Natural Baños,



Laguna



following: Gardens Resources 4031



..



The MBG was started in September 1965 to support professional instruction and research related to forestry and plant sciences, and to serve the needs of tourism as well as the educational and recreational needs of the general public. The Makiling Botanical Garden of the Makiling Center for Mountain Ecosystem harbors a dipterocarp forest supporting several hundred species of plant and animal life in a verdant and natural setting dotted by mini waterfalls and gurgling streams. Inside the MBG are also recreational features for the public: a hiking trail, an arboretum, a plant nursery, and a swimming pool fed by the natural springs of Mt. Makiling. Their website iswww.laguna.net/mcme/MBG/index.html



Mount Makiling Forest Reserve and Botanical Garden RENZ15 ♦ OCTOBER 8, 2009 ♦ 6 COMMENTS



 Mount Makiling in Laguna the Philippines was conceived as early as 1910. During that year, the Act 1989 of the Philippine Commission proclaimed Mt. Makiling, a forest reserve.



The idea to develop a national botanic garden within the 4,200 hectares of secondary forest.from that time up to the post war era of the 1950′s , the Bureau of Forestry ( now called Forest Management Bureau) FMB



established plantations of both endemic and exotic trees of economic as well as aesthetic value in the lower and mid-level elevations of Mount Makiling. Some foreign trees such as Mahogany from South America in early 1914.



 Mr. Cereno acted as tour guide to the visiting group  In addition, palms and medicinal trees and ornamental plants were also introduced and planted in scattered areas in and around the main campus of the then College of Forestry.



spathiphyllum hybrid  From 1950 to 1960, Mt. Makiling was placed under the administration of the Parks and Wildlife Commission. In 1960, Presidential Proclamation 629 turned over the administration of the “Park” to the University of the



Philippines (UP) specifically for use of the College of Forestry. In 1961, the U.P. gained ownership of the area and renamed the forest reserve as the Makiling Botanic Gardens (MBG). The MBG is a unit of the Makiling Center for Mountain Ecosystems, located in University of the Philippines, Los Baños-College of Forestry and Natural Resources (UPLB-CFNR). It was established in 1963 by virtue of Republic Act 3523. The MBG is being developed to support professional instruction and research related to forestry and plant sciences, and to serve the needs of tourism as well as educational and recreational needs of the general public. Improvement and development of the gardens started as early as September, 1965.



 specimen sized -Medinilla magnifica in bloom The MBG showcases living collections of indigenous plants of Mt. Makiling such as Medinillasor Kapa-kapa huge specimen sized flowering Medinilla magnifica delighted every visitor to the center. The genus Medinilla had about 150 known species of flowering plant in the family of Melastomataceae , indigenous to tropical regions which spread from Africa,Madagascar , Southern Asia , to the western Pacific, The Philippines had about 90 species . The genus was named after governor J. de Medinilla of Marianas islands in 1820.



Medinilla species ( erect flowers) The center had a collection of Mussaendas hybrids which were bred by professors and researchers of UPLB. Some of the Mussaendas were named after Philippine first ladies . The Botanic garden also serves as a sanctuary for endangered and rare plant species in the country. It features a dipterocarp forest and nature trails, as well as the Molawin and Marulas creeks. Visitors to MBG also get an added treat of viewing Philippine birds of prey at the Center for Philippine Raptors (CPR).



 tree frog sitting on a floating quiapo  the endemic COMMON FOREST FROG (Platymantis dorsalis) in Alcala and Brown’s illustrated field guide to Philippine Amphibians is common in the place , however this amphibian is a favorite list of menus of local snakes , birds of prey and including stray cats . One of the continuing projects of the center is to introduce native orchids and epiphtytic plants like ferns in the sanctuary . local garden clubs like Los Baños Orchid and Garden Society , Philippine Orchid Society had donated some orchids to the center. Most of the donated orchids were naturalized on big trees. The botanic garden had several century-old trees like Mulawin, Narra, Dao, Betis, Mabalacat , Kamagong. These are highly sought after lumber, A lot of Philippine towns and cities were named after these trees and plants. A mayor of the town of Betis in Pamapanga even asked some seeds from the center since there were very few trees in his native Betis in Pampanga. Location College of Forestry and Natural Resources University of the Philippines Los Baños Laguna 4031 Philippines Visiting hours MBG opens from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. everyday except on New Year’s Day, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, All Saints Day and Christmas Day For further information, please contact Roberto P. Cereno Head Botanic Gardens, Parks & Ecotourism Division Makiling Center for Mountain Ecosystems College of Forestry and Natural Resources University of the Philippines Los Baños
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