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SARC 212 – Furniture Design, Construction and Technologies



Designer Presentations By Katie-Rose Murphy, PoChuen(Kelly) Ng and Grace Norsworthy



 BIOGRAPHY • • • • •



Born in Toronto, Canada on Feb 28, 1929 Architect but considers himself an artist In 1947 studied architecture at the University of Southern California and then city planning at Harvard University Opened his own architectural firm, based in Los Angeles in 1962 In the 1970’s, launched his own cardboard furniture line, “Easy Edges,” crafted from layers of corrugated cardboard. (Ritchardson)



Vintage find it. “Experimental edges series.” 2 August 2011. Received at http://vintagefindit.com/live-it/grandpa-beaver-armchair-from-the-experimental-edges-series-by-frankgehry/



 BIOGRAPHY • •



Stopped his first furniture line as he was insecure, “I was not then a well known architect.” With money earn from easy edges he then redesigned and renovated his own home in 1978, which now stands as a huge tourist attraction.



Perez, Adelyn. “Gehry Residence” (5 July 2010). Arch daily. Retrieved from http://www.archdaily.com/67321/gehryresidence-frank-gehry/



 BIOGRAPHY • • • •



Continued the use of cheap, mass-produced materials into his early buildings along with his minimalist artistic flare to create an individual style. Gehry’s Avant-garde design style soared from here on, was one of the most acclaimed architects of the 20th Century known for his bold postmodern designs with unusual fabrications and shapes. He began using industrial materials in unexpected ways Early 1990’s he launched his sculptural Cross Check series of bentwood tables and chairs. Very creative use of materials with woven chairs requiring no additional structural support. (Ritchardson)



The DWR difference. Frank Gehry. http://www.dwr.com/category/designers/d-g/frank-o-gehry.do



 BIOGRAPHY •



When growing to international predominance his work explored the geometry of traditional architecture to create a dramatic new form of architecture. He used revolutionary computer technology to create complex shapes and forms like those shown in his design of the Guggenheim Museum (1997), and the Walt Disney Concert Hall (2003).



Walt Disney Concert Hall, Los Angeles, Calafornia



Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao, Spain



Starline Tours. “Grand tour of Los Angeles.” Retreived from http://www.starlinetours.com/los-angeles-tour-2.asp



Coleman, Sally Whitman. “Pure Freedom.” (March 2013). Retrieved from http://www.the-art-minute.com/pure-freedom/



 BIOGRAPHY • In 2004 completed the Superlight Chair, a vibrant new aluminium design weighing only 2.9kg. Illustrates Gehry’s architectural interest in combining engineering and design to create “innovative, user-friendly furniture.” • Has received many prestigious prizes and awards over the years, including the Pritzker Prize in 1989. • In recent years Gehry has been a professor of architecture at Columbia University, Yale and the University of Southern California



Retrieved from: http://dxypsav0ep89.cloudfront.net/client/emeco/dynamic/articles/full-007-2004superlight-chair-studio0121_7140.jpg



 GEHRY’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE LEGACY OF FURNITURE DESIGN Gehry’s take on furniture changed the face of furniture design for the future. His concept of “art furniture” explored structural strength and form in uncommon materials through mastery of engineering. His innovative work inspired others to design wider and more creatively as an art form. His initial “experimental edges” series will continue to serve as the beginning of the broader, more experimental furniture that pushed the boundaries on the ordinary. (Enlow)



Retrieved from: http://takesunset.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/bubbles-chaise-lounge-frank-ogehry.jpg



 FAMOUS WORKS BY GEHRY Lou Ruvo Centre for Brain Health, Las VegasNevada



Architeam. “Lou Ruvo Centre for Brain Health.” (Jan 2013). Retreived from http://www.architravel.com/architravel/building/lou-ruvo-center-for-brain-health/



The Dancing House, Prague



Uber Geek. “35 Building so bizarre that you wont believe they exist.” (Feb 2014). Retrieved from http://wonderfulengineering.com/35-buildings-so-bizarre-that-you-wontbelieve-they-exist/



 FAMOUS WORKS BY GEHRY 8 Spruce Street New York City (was Gehry’s first sky scrapper).



Vitra Museum, Weil am Rhein, Germany



Hagendoorn, Ivar. “let me show you the world with my eyes.” Retrieved from http://www.ivarhagendoorn.com/photos/series/vitra-design-museum-1



“Distraidamente productivo” (May 2011). Retreived from http://comover-arq.blogspot.co.nz/2011_05_01_archive.html



 FAMOUS WORKS BY GEHRY Frederick R. Weisman Art Museum, Minneapolis, Minnesota.



University of Minnestoa. “Twin Cities.” (Jan 2014) Retrieved from http://www1.umn.edu/twincities/maps/WeismanArt/



 DESIGN MANIFESTO “Pushing the limits of architecture by not following the logic of normality and tradition, in order to instill it with a subjectivity far from the dominant stereotypes.” (Celant)



Retrieved from: Lhttp://cdn.architecturelab.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/drugs.jpg



 IMPORTANT QUOTE FROM GEHRY “Always be yourselves” “Learn to be yourselves and you will be the real experts in your work. It doesn’t matter what anyone else says, only you can be the experts in your work.” (Celant)



Retrieved from: http://hyperallergic.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/FrankGehry.jpg



 WHAT INSPIRES GEHRY The Seattle Centre, EMP, shows how Gehry is inspired by anything and everything, with it’s main inspiration being found in a dumpster. “…the real inspiration for the project is a pile of trash he gleaned from an electric guitar shop near his office in Santa Monica. Indeed, the forms and finishes of EMP touch on some potent layers of American subconscious: Fender guitars, auto bodies, and a touch of rental tux. “ (Gehry)



Image found at: http://37.media.tumblr.com/tumblr_mbo3uz77EI1riwjz5o1_1280.jpg



 APA REFERENCING The Biography.com website. Frank Owen Gehry. (2014). Retrieved Jul 22, 2014 from http://www.biography.com/people/frank-gehry-9308278 The DWR difference. Frank Gehry. Retrieved from, http://www.dwr.com/category/designers/d-g/frank-o-gehry.do Gehry Technologies. The architecture of Frank Gehry. (2012). Retrieved from http://www.gehrytechnologies.com/architecture/recent-work Hanks, David A. Frank Gehry: New Bentwood furniture designs. Stinehour Press, 1992. Ritchardson, Sara S. “Frank O. Gehry” Architectural Series: Bibliography (1987). 1-2. The DWR difference. Frank Gehry. Retrieved from, http://www.dwr.com/category/designers/d-g/frank-o-gehry.do Celant, Germano (2010). Frank o. Gehry. Skira Gehry, F. O., & Celant, G. (1929). Frank Gehry. El Croquis Editorial. Enlow, C. (2000). Frank Gehry Rock Temple. Architecture Week. Front cover image sourced from: http://jazzadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Frank-Gehry.jpg
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