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								    				    SUMMARY OF THE HISTORY OF THE CHURCH. Christopher Dawson perceives six stages, in which the Church gave new missionary responses to the challenge of changing situations. For each stage, he asks the question, “How well or how badly the Church is doing her real task of (1) spreading the message of the Kingdom, and (2) of giving people a participation in divine life through life witness, word and sacraments? According to Dawson, the six stages, each lasting for three ot four centuries (except thr Fourth Age which is doubly as long), follow a similar course: 1. There is a period of GROWTH, in which there is an intense apostolic creativity, when the Church is faced with a new historical situation. 2. This is followed by a period of ACHIEVEMENT, when the Church seems to have conquered the world and is able to create a new Christian culture. 3. The last period is characterized by RETREAT and DECAY. The Church is attacked by new enemies from within and from without, and her achievements are lost or depreciated. This retreat did not take place during the first age, which is wholly creative. Dawson sees two dreams at work during these ages of the history of the Church. A first dream started after 476 (the collapse of the Roman Empire in the West). The Church envisioned the restoration of the glorius Roman Empire. But, of course, the Empire was never resurrected. The collapse of the United Europe, at the onset of the Reformation (1517), triggered off a second dream: the restoration of the vanished papal world. The carrier of this dream was the hierarchical Church, while the majority of the laity was searching for a participative discipleship, instead of papal determination. The Church imprisoned in her dream, parted ways from modern times, and a new Europe developed without her. Creativity was merely intended, and did not reach any of the high peaks that we observe in the first four ages. Only a painful lift cahracterizes the highpoint of the last two ages. THE DIFFERENT AGES OF THE CHURCH. A. The FIRST AGE: The Beginnings of the Jesus Movement (30-325 A.D.) 1. The first age is unique. Its initial phase THE APOSTOLIC AGE stands in a sense outside the course of the church history as the archetype of apostolic creativity. Its planners as main figures Peter and Paul are described in the Acts of the Apostles and in the other New Testament writings. They took the revolutionary step of extending the apostolate from the Jewish to the Gentile environment thru evangelization. 2. During the first and second centuries, the Christians succeeded in penetrating the dominant uban Roman-Greek (hellenistic culture. Although subjected to persecutions became the greatest force in the culture of the Roman world. 3. Such era was sealed by martyrdom. Such as the like of Ignatius of Antioch, Polycarp of Smyrna and Justin Martyr. It has also produced great teachers and thinkers such as Irenaeus, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, Origen and Cyprian. Other developments such as an alternative form os discipline such as the life of renunciation and contemplation. Monasticism played an important role in the following centuries of Christianity. 4. Besides persecution, the church is suffering from early heresies among them is Gnosticism. It is a threat because it questioned the very core of the Christian faith, the gift of salvation offered by God in the person of Jesus. Salvation according to Gnostics had to be founded in gnosis (a secret knowledge through which the believer could escape from the material world and assent to the spiritual).
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 5. Emperor Diocletian (d 305) started a general perseution of Christians, which threatened to destroy the very existence of the Church.



B. The SECOND AGE: The Christian Empire (325-640 A.D.) 1. The situation of the church took an unexpected turn with the conversion of Emperor Constantine (312) and the foundation of the new capital of the Christian Empire, CONSTANTINOPLE. Constantine moved to the East, where he soon controlled the affairs of the church and gathered the bishops in a frst general council (NICEA 325). The Bishop of Rome assumed more and more control over the West, which explains the development of papacy. 2. Emperor Theodosius made Christianity the “official” religion of the Empire (380) which marked the beginning of Christendom. In the sense of a political society which found their principle of unity in the public confession of the Christian faith. Its the second dream of the church to restore the papal world. 3. The Constantinian coalition of the Church and the State became a blessing and unleashed bitter discord for it brought conflict of interest among Popes and Emperor, struggled for freedom and autonomy. The Church became a powerful and rich institution wherein clerical positions were often grabbed by the nobility, looking for the new source of income and power. The clergy started to dress up like imperial officials, wearing “miter” that made them “stand above” everyone else. 4. The pyramid of Pope, Bishops, Priests, Religious and Laity was born. It is called the HIERARCHY OF THE CHURCH. 5. This is the Age of the Church Fathers because the church has produce greatest teachers and spiritual masters during the 4th and 5th centuries. In the East, the advocates of the decisions of the Council of Nicea (325) was formed such were Athanasius of Alexandria, Basil of Caesarea, Gregory of Nyssa and Gregory Nazianzus. They are responsible for the doctrine of the Trinity and confirmed definitely by the Council of Constantinople. The famous preachers of all time were John Chrysostom. The Father of the West were St. Augustine of Hippo whose contribution to Christian literature made him famous; Jerome the translator of the Bible to the Latin language (Vulgate). 6. Another great achievement of this age is the Period of Monasticism, which is first and foremost a lay movement It started in Egypt, with the hermits who live alone by themselves. 7. The Christian Empire in the East came to its full development under the Emperor Justinian, the Great. He was able to extend his land in the West and created a great age of Byzantine culture. 8. This age also has confronted with heresies, such as the Pelagian controversy. Pelagius who stressed the human initiative in obtaining salvation. Arianism under Arius who questioned the divinity of Christ. He was condemned during the Council of Nicea (325). Another problem that occurred was the power and riches in the church weakened her spiritual vitality. 9. Barbarians overran the West and the Roman Empire came to an end in 476. In the East, a new era started with the birth of ISLAM (622) by Mohammed. C. The THIRD AGE: The Conversion of the Barbarians in the West (640-960). 1. The coalition of the apostolic forces, monasticism and the papacy created a new Christian culture in the Western world after the fall of the Roman Empire. Benedict expected from his monks a vow to observe “stability of location”. Pope Gregory I sent Augustine of Canterbury to England. From England, the monks continued to orbit and extended their missionary work to the European continent. St. Boniface was called the Apostle of Germany. Gregory I initiated contact with the tribe of the Franks who gradually conquered Western Europe and took the pride of protecting the papacy.
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 2. Benedict received the title of the “Father of the West” with the reason of the change in the social structures.With the invasion of the barbarians, the western culture was lost its center in the cities.The new center of Christian culture became the monasteries, which brought the cross, the book and promotions of civilization and new settlement to the barbarians. It is astonishing to find out that how quickly the Germanic tribes were won over to Christianity. 3. The successors of Pope Gregory strengthened their contacts with the Franks, leading to the alliance of the Frankish monarchy, the papacy and the Benedictines. Pepin (d 768) became the protector of the Pope’s rule over Italy, this is the origin of the papal state which lasted until 1870. The son of Pepin, Charles who continued this policy, became the unifier of the Western Europe and was finally crowned “Emperor of the Roman, by Pope Leo III (800). In him brought a certain degree of order and welfare. There was an awakening of studies, strengthening of monastic life, a renewal of liturgical and theological activity. The Latin ecclesiastical culture survives because of the Carolingian Empire. 4. The renaissance of the Church was short live due to the advance of Islam. Money practically disappeared. The source and expression of wealth was focused on the land, which gave rise to the Feudal System. The existence of war and conflict became rampant. Bishops became feudal lords and participated in the constant and complicated intrigues and warfare. Incidents of popes being murdered became visible which also end up occupying the papal throne by a twelve year old boy. D. The FOURTH AGE: A United Christian Europe (960-1517). 1. Bernard of Clairvaux (1090-1153), one of the most powerful spiritual leaders of Christianity. He became the counselors of popes and kings. 2. To cite some were the foundations of the monastery in Cluny, France. This created a powerful spiritual force against lay investiture (it was part of the medieval conflicts between the pope and the various emperors over the control of the church. It focused on the symbol of authority on a pope, bishop, priest and the abbot) which was the right of the king or nobility to appoint and to install bishops and other prelates. 3. Another movement of monastic reform followed with Bernard of Clairvaux (10901153), one of the most powerful spiritual leaders of Christianity. He became the counselors of popes and kings. 4. Hildebrand who became Pope Gregory VI (1073-1085) is famous for the conflict about the lay investiture with the German Emperor Henry IV. The emperor was force to submit to the pope’s authority at the castle of Canossa. Pope Gregory finally lost the battle and narrowly escaped from henry’s troops. A settlement was finally reached in the Concordat of Worms (1122) making the popes and bishops independent of imperial control. 5. Pope Gregory paved the way for the powerful papacy of the next century by establishing the judicial structures of the church. The church became visible, hierarchally structured organization with the supreme power vested in the pope. It is this judicial vision which became normative at the Council of Trent (15451563). 6. The birth of another religious order: the Franciscans (St. Francis of Asisi) and the Dominicans (St. Dominic of Guzman). These orders penetrated the universities and produce some of the greatest theologians of the church. Among them were Thomas Aquinas (a Dominican) and Bonaventure (a Franciscan). 7. Cities became centers of economic wealth, culture and learning. They developed the Gothic architecture with its cathedrals, city halls and houses of a new class of people – the bourgeoisie, who lived by trade. 8. Some controversies were visible like the non appreciations to the Crusadeswhose recovery of the Holy Land became their motivation from and against the “infedel” Muslims. Another is the INQUISITION, which was started by Innocent III against
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 a group of heretics. The Catholic who later joined by the Reformation, hunted, tortured and burned thousands of heretics, Jews and witches. Some offer excuse, the context that cruelty was normal within the medieval justice. 9. The end of feudalism by the bourgeoisie. It also marked the end of the medieval dream of a single people under one emperor or one pope. The decline of Papacy. Pope Boniface VIII was imprisioned by the French King because he declared that “for every human creature to be submissive to the Roman Pontiff is absolutely necessary for salvation”. His successors moved to Avignon in France where they stayed in captivity (1309-1377). This was followed by the “Great Western Schism”, in which there were at the same time two popes (one in Avignon and one in Rome) and even a third one (in Pisa). Conciliarism put an end to the schismby making the Church, which is gathered in a council, the highest authority in the Church (Council of Constance 1414-1418). 10. The papacy recovered after Constance but again was carried out by the spirit of Renaissance. Popes became preoccupied by the embellishment of Rome, enjoying life in the beautiful palaces and joining intrigues and wars of the Italian nobility. Monasteries and bishopries shared in the power and riches of the papacy, and also in its corruption. 11. By the end of the Middle Ages, theology and learning at the universities were in crisis. Medieval learning based from the Christian tradition was challenged by the Renaissance intellectuals, who derived their inspiration from the ancient pagan traditions. 12. End of the Byzantine Empire which brought about by many quarrels wherein Rome broke from its relationship with Constantinople and declared the Patriarch a heretic in 1054. It continued to decline in the subsequent centuries until finally the Turks overran the Empire in 1453. E. The FIFTH AGE: A Ghetto Church (1517-1830). 1. A reformed church based on poverty, fidelity to the Bible and the Imitation of Christ remain unfulfilled. The demand for a church renewed died many times over, in the bonfire of the Inquisitions, until the Augustinian monk Martin Luther took it up in 1517 by posting his famous 95 theses. 2. After a long spiritual pilgrimage, Luther came to the conviction that salvation is by grace through faith (SOLA FIDEI). This led him to protest against the sale of indulgences and against other church abuses, the controversy with the popes and bishops. He got the support from the greedy nobility of Germany who wanted to free themselves from the power of Emperor Charles V. After long years of political and armed conflict, the Peace of Augsburg (1555) was finally reached whereby Protestant princes were guaranteed the right to determine their own religion. 3. Another Protestant movement appeared in Switzerland, first under the direction of Ulrich Zwingli and then of John Calvin. It gave birth to the churches that we now call “Reformed” and “Presbyterian”. 4. In Engalnd, the reformation started by Henry VIII who got in conflict with the Pope about the annulment of his marriage. Under one of his successors, Queen Elizabeth, England adopted a moderate form of Protestantism, the Anglicans. 5. The Catholic Church also arrived at her own reform, in what is called the “COUNTER-REFORMATION”. The Council of Trent (1545-1563) condemned various Protestant positions, and reaffirmed the Catholic doctrine and took several steps towards a moral and administrative reformation of the Church; this gave a new dynamism to the Church. This reform was made possible largely because of the birth of new religious orders, among them the Society of Jesus (Jesuits) which became the right arm of the Papacy in its struggle against Protestantism.
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 6. The missionary enterprise in the Philippines went hand in hand with the Spanish colonization which created the ambigous union of the Church and the State. Both Spanish civil and ecclesiastical authorities served God and the Spanish King. The protest in the 19th century of our national hero Jose Rizal is well-known. He portrayed in his novels the abuses and immorality of some of the Spanish friars. His martyrdom was proceeded by the execution of the GOM-BUR-ZA (fathers Gomez, Burgoz and Zamora). 7. After the Philippine Revolution (1896-1898), the US took over from the Spaniards, in a bloody war. The new colonizers patronized their own Protestant churches, while Rome sent new missionary groups to the Philippines to replace the Spanish friars. The Philippine Catholic Church had to wait until the independence from America (1946) before the local clergy finally took the leadership. 8. The Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) followed by the Second Plenary Council of the Philippines (PCP II – 1991) and the meetings of the Federation of Asian Bishop’s Conference (FABC) have helped and will hopefully lead to the full development of the local Filipino church. 9. Some controversies and heresies are also visible like when King Louis XIV (16431715) declared himself the head of the State and of the Church. France became the home of Jansenism, a distorted form of Catholicism. Despite their stress on the power of God’s grace, they preached and practiced a strict morality and scrupulous approach to the reception of the sacraments, a separation from the so-called wicked world. The church also turned inward and defensive also failed to appreciate the development of philosophy and science which started at the time of the Renaissance. The Church’s condemnation of the work of Copernicus and Galileo Galilei, and a negative response to the Enlightenment (who attempted to set people free by the use of reason). 10. The revolutionary movement in France turned against the Church and eventually promulgated the “worship of reason”. Similar revolution in the Latin America clashed with the Catholic hierarchy and became strongly anti-clerical. The separation of the Church and of the State began to manifest itself. F. The SIXTH AGE: Our Age (1830-present). 1. After the French revolution, which swept the whole Western Europe, the church recovery was slow. She has to learn a new way of life, since she was stripped of her riches and privileges. Churches, monasteries and schools were destroyed and landholdings were taken by the State. The European Churches were not ready to try a new system of total separation of the Church and the State so they created a “CONCORDATS” (it is a agreement between civil and ecclesiastical authorities in order to establish the right of Roman Catholics. 2. A devotional life invaded the churches. All kinds of new religious families were founded and each promoted particular Chrristian practices which some became a new missionary force that reached out Africa and Asia. The birth of Romanticism which extolled the church as the mother of art and the guardian of patriotism. 3. Catholic revival groups and theological schools came into existence, trying to reconcile catholic faith an d modern teachings. 4. Pope Pius IX made a Syllabus of Errors of the modern times, declaring papal primacy and infallability. 5. Another new element in today’s churches is her social doctrine. Fifty years after the communist manifesto, Pope Leo XIII (1903) produced the first encyclical, RERUM NOVARUM (On the condition of the Workers). 6. Finally, between the two world wars, other movement opened new horizons for the church, such as the liturgical movement, theological renewal and the development of local hierarchies and churches. 7. A church who was basically in a defensive mood suddenly was challenge to start a new dialogue with the world.
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 (cf: A Workbook for Theology 3: Discipleship in Community, edited by Lode Wostyn.
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