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THE CHURCH OF LIGHT IS ONE OF THE WELL KNOWN WORKS OF TADAO ANDO AS IT HAS THE ARCHITECT ARCHITECT AT HIS BEST. IT IS A PERFECT PERFECT EPITOME EPITOME OF HIS IDEOLOGIES REGARDING ARCHITECTURE, RELIGION AND LIFE.



 ABOUT THE ARCHITECT TADAO ANDO STRIVES TO ACHIEVE BALANCE BETWEEN ARCHITECTURE AND NATURE; AND FOLLOWS SIMPLICITY IN FORM, SURFACE AND DETAIL. HIS DESIGNS ARE SUBJECTIVE BUT YET PERTAIN TO HIS AIM TO CREATION OF  A BETTER AND VIBRANT SOCIETY.
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DESIGN ISSUES •THE RESTRICTION OF COST WAS A MAJOR CONCERN AS THE COSTS WERE  AFFORDED BY THE CHURCH CONGREGATION. CONGREGATION. •THE SITE HAD AN EXISTING CHAPEL AND A HOUSE MADE IN WOOD. (fig 1&2) •THE CHURCH HAD TO BE AWAY FROM THE NEIGHBOURING METROPILIS SO THAT THE RELIGIOUS REALMS OF AN INDIVIDUAL CAN BE STRENGTHENED.



STUDY 



•LOCATION: SITUATED AT CORNER OF TWO STREETS AT IBARAKI, A RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBOURHOOD 25KMS NORTHEAST OF OSAKA. •BUILDING AREA=113 SQM, SITE AREA= 839 SQM •THE COMPOSITION CONSISTS OF TWO RECTANGULAR CUBOIDS INDIVIDUALLY INTERSECTED BY A  THE MAIN CHAPEL FREE STANDING WALL AT 15 DEGREES. THE TWO STRUCTURES WERE NOT BUILT TOGETHER BUT IN A  •THE MAIN CHAPEL (fig7&8) CONTAINS THE CRUCIFIX FOR WHICH THE CHURCH OF LIGHT HAS ATTAINED A PLACE IN THE WORLD MAP. THE CROSS IS A 20CM GAP IN THE EAST WALL TIME PERIOD OF 10 YEARS IN PLACE OF AN EXISTING CHURCH. •THE GEOMETRIES FOLLOWED ARE SIMPLE. THE DIMENSIONS OF THE CHAPEL ARE 5.9X17.7X5.9M. OF THE CHURCH. THIS GAP RUNS ALONG THE WHOLE HEIGHT AND LENGTH OF THE WALL. •CONNECTI CONNECTION ON TO THE OUTSIDE WORLD IS POSSIBLE POSSIBLE ONLY THROUGH THIS SLIT. THE THE STRUCTURE CAN PRECISELY ACCOMMODATE THREE SPHERES OF 5.9M DIAMETER PLACED OPENINGS ARE KEPT MINIMUM. MINIMUM. THE GIANT WINDOW ON THE SIDE WALL ALLOWS ONLY   ADJACENT TO EACH OTHER. (fig 9) DIFFUSED LIGHT BUT NOT THE VIEW. (fig 4) •THE FREE STANDING STANDING WALL DEFINES N ES THE ENTRANCE ENTRANCE OF THE CHURCH. CIRCULATION CIRCULATION INTO THE •THE CIRCULATION AT THE ENTRANCE IS MANIPULATED IN AN “S” SHAPED MANNER AND SPACE IS CONTROLLED BY THIS ANGLED WALL. •THE ONLY MATERIALS USED IS REINFORCED CEMENT CONCRETE AND WOOD. THE STRUCTURE IS THE VISITOR HAS TO TURN 180 DEGREES IN ORDER TO ALIGN ONESELF TO THE CHAPEL. •THE FREESTANDING WALL DOES NOT TOUCH ANY OF THE FACES OF THE CUBOID, THUS MADE IN CONCRETE WHILE THE PEWS AND FLOORS ARE MADE OF SCAFFOLDING PLANKS. THE  ADMITTING LIGHT FROM THE THIN SLITS IN THE REAR WALL AND THE GAP BETWEEN THE WALL CONCRETE WALL IS 15INCHES THICK.  AND CEILING. (fig 3) •NATURE IS EMPHASIZED IN THE DESIGN IN THE FORM OF CONTROLLED LIGHT AND WIND.



THE SUNDAY SCHOOL •IT WAS BUILT 10 YEARS AFTER THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE CHAPEL. LIKE THE CHAPEL THE SUNDAY SUNDAY SCHOOL IS ALSO ALSO A CUBOID CUBOID SLICED SLICED BY THE FREESTA FREESTANDI NDING N G WALL WALL AND ITS ORIENTATION ORIENTATION COMPLIMENTS THE CHAPEL. (fig 1and 2) •THE STRUCTURE STRUCTURE CONSISTS OF A GATHERIN GATHERING G SPACE, SPACE, AN OFFICE, CE, A STORAGE STORAGE AND A  KITCHEN. THE SPACES ARE DIVIDED BY DARK JAPANESE PLYWOOD RESULTING IN A WARM AND INVITING ATMOSPHERE. THE MEZZANINE FLOOR CONTAINS A KITCHEN AND BALCONY OVER   AN OFFICE AND STORAGE SPACE BELOW. THE ADJACENT GATHERING SPACE OCCUPIES A  DOUBLE HEIGHTED SPACE. (fig 5&6) • AT THE CORNER OF THE ANGLED WALL IS A SMALL COURTYARD FOR SMALL GATHERINGS.
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 ANALYSIS



D



•THE



WHOLE COMPOSITION TION IS GIVEN GIVEN A SURREALIST SURREALISTIC IC APPROACH APPROACH.. THE PATH BETWEEN BETWEEN THE TWO FREESTANDING WALLS MAY SEEM CLAUTROPHOBIC BUT IT AWAKENS THE INNERMOST SENSES AND EMOTIONS IN THE USER. (fig 10) •THE ANGULAR SPACE BETWEEN THE TWO STRUCTURE GIVES A SENSE OF BEING INSIDE THE PREMISES WHERE THE NEIGHBOURING CHATTER IS SHUNNED. (fig 11)
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•THE PATTERN AND QUALITY OF LIGHT
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SEEPING THROUGH THE CRUCIFIX IN THE MAIN CHAPEL CHANGES EVERY SECOND WITH THE CHANGE IN THE ANGLE OF THE SUN. THEREFORE COMPLEX INTERELATIONSHIPS OF  VARIOUS ELEMENTS WITH LIGHT IS RE-CREATED EVERY SECOND. THIS SHOWS ANDOS INCLINATION TOWARDS ZEN PHILOSOPHY  AND ITS PREACHING THAT EVERYTHING IS UNDER A CONSTANT STATE OF CHANGE. (fig 9) •THE COMPLEX “S” SHAPED CIRCULATION IS SURREAL AND ADDS TO THE DRAMA IN THE SPACE. (fig 13) •THE IMPACT OF THE CRUCIFIX IS SO PROFOUND ONLY BECAUSE IT RUNS THROUGHOUT THE HEIGHT AND LENGTH LENGTH OF THE WALL. THE SCALE OF THE CROSS AND THE JUXTAPOSIT JUXTAPOSITION ION OF THE LIGHT PENETRATIN PENETRATING G THROUGH IT RENDERS PEACE TO THE BODY AROUSES THE VERY SOUL OF THE INDIVIDUAL. (fig 13) •THE BARE HEAVY CONCRETE WALLS ACCENTUATE BOTH THE DARKNESS AND THE LIGHT AND RENDER A SENSE OF EMPTINESS TO THE SPACE IN SUPPORT OF CONCEPT OF “MA” OR NEGATIVE SPACE. •THE ELEMENTS THAT COME IN CONTACT WITH THE USER ARE IN WOOD (PEWS AND FLOOR), THUS EXHIBITING THE ORIGIN AND SIMPLICITY OF THE RELIGION.
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•THE SUNDAY SCHOOL IS RATHER MORE SUBTLE TO THE APPROACH OF THE VISITOR. THE AMBIENCE IS MORE GENTLE AND CHEERFUL AS COMPARED TO ITS COUNTERPART. COUNTERPART. (fig 12) • ALTHOUG  ALTHOUGH H IT IS A PLACE FOR THE WORSHIP OF THE MOST COMMONLY COMMONLY PRACTICED PRACTICED RELIGION ON OF THE  WORLD; STILL IT RETAINS A JAPANESE IDENTITY.



MA  (NOTHINGNESS)  ANDO WAS AN ADRENT ADRENT BELIEVER BELIEVER OF ZEN BUDDHISM. BUDDHISM. HE STRESSED ON THE CONCEPT OF “MA” OR NEGATIVE SPACE IN ALL HIS DESIGNS.   A SPACE SPACE CAN EXIST EXIST ONLY ONLY IN THE PRESENC PRESENCE E OF EMPTINESS. N ESS. A VOID VOID IS NECESSARY TO DEFINE A SPACE. FOR EXAMPLE THE EMPTY SPACE BETWEEN THE FINGERS IS NECESSARY TO DEFINE THE FINGERS AND GIVE THEM THEIR FORM. SIMILARLY SIMILARLY IN THE CHAPEL THE EMPTINESS EMPTINESS CREATED CREATED BY THE DARKNESS DARKNESS GIVES DEFINITION AND DEPTH TO THE CHAPEL. “LIGHT “LIGHT ALONE DOES NOT MAKE LIGHT. THERE MUST BE DARKNESS FOR LIGHT TO BECOME LIGHT RESPLENDENT   WITH DIGNITY AND POWER. DARKNESS, WHICH KINDLES THE BRILLIANCE OF LIGHT AND REVEALS LIGHT’S POWER IS INNATELY THE PART OF LIGHT.”



INFERENCE 1. LIGHT SHOWS ITS BRILLIANCE ONLY AGAINST THE BACKDROP OF DARKNESS. 2. MINIMALISM MALISM IS NOT JUST THE SHEDDING OF WHATEVER WHATEVER IS EXTRA IN ORDER TO MAKE VAST HOMOGENOUS SPACES BUT IT SIGNIFIE SIGNIFIESS THE CREATION CREATION OF SUCH SPACES WHICH CAN C OM OM MU MU NI NI CA CA TE TE W IT H T HE HE B EI EI N NG G W IT HO HO UT UT T HE HE INTERFERENCCE INTERFERENCCE OF UNNECESSARY ELEMENTS. 3. INSPITE OF ALIENATING HIMSELF HIMSELF FROM TRADITIONAL JAPANESE JAPANESE BUILD BUILDING ING MATER MATERIAL IALSS LIKE LIKE PAPER PAPER AND BAMBO BAMBOO O AND   ADOPTIN ADOPTING G GLASS GLASS AND CONCRETE CONCRETE,, ANDOS ANDOS STRUCTURE STRUCTURES MANIFEST FEST THE INFLUENCE INFLUENCE THAT TRADIONAL ONAL JAPANESE JAPANESE TRADITION AND SPIRITUALITY HAD ON HIM.



REFERENCES: •BOOK: TADAO ANDO COMPLETE WORKS • www.pushpullbar.com • www.bcf.use.edu • www.galinsky.com
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