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								    				    The Six Stages (Christopher Dawson) in which t he Church gave new missionary responses to the challenge of changing situations. Each stage is characterized by Growth,  Achievement and retreat and decay .



STAGES The First Age: The Beginning of Jesus Movement (30-325)



The Second Age: The Christian Empire (325-640)



GROWTH



RETREAT AND DECAY …the danger of disintegration which came from outside. …general persecution of Christians was started(d 305) by Emperor Diocletian



…Christianity succeeded in penetrating the Dominant urban Roman-Hellenisti Roman-Hellenisticc culture. …Martyrs (Ignatius of Antioch, Polycarp of  Smyrna and Justin Martyr) …Teachers (Irenaeus, Tertulilian, Origen, etc) …Monks called to a life of renunciation and contemplation. (Anthony & Pacomius)



…The conversion of Emperor Constantine (312)



…Age of the Church Fathers (greatest …internal factor: power and wealth teachers and spiritual masters) ..external factor: Barbarians over ran Among them were: Athanasius of  the West and the Roman Empire Alexandria, Cappadocians, John …the birth of Islam and conquered Chrysostom, Augustine as the Father substantial part of the Byzantine of the West, Jerome, Jerome, the translator of  Empire the Bible to the Latin of his time. …the further development of the monasticism …St. Benedict, the Father of the West …due to the advance of Islam, trade …Monasteries became the center of  declined. (Money practically Christian cultures: The cross, the book  disappeared; land became the source) and the plow for the barbarian tribes. …the rise of feudal system ..Pepin became the protector of the …Bishops became feudal lords and Pope’s rule participated in the constant and …Charles became the unifier of the complicated intrigues and warfare. Western Europe and was finally …Roman families contested the papacy crowned as the “Emperor of the Romans” with the emperor as the final by Pope Leo III(800) III(800) arbitrator. …there was an awakening of studies, strengthening of monastic life and …One Pope after another was murdered renewal of liturgical and theological by a contending family. activity. …A twelve year old occupied the papal throne.



…Constantinople as the foundation of  the new capital of the Christian Empire.



…The Council of Nicea (325) …Christianity as the “official” religion of  the Empire by Emperor Theodosius The Third Age: The Conversion of the Barbarians in the West (640-960)



ACHIEVEMENT



…the Apostolic Age …archetype of Apostolic creativity …Peter and Paul (Acts of the Apostles and in the other New Testament Writings) …Mission was extended to the Gentile environment (from Jewish) .. incorporation of the newly converts to a new religious family



…the coalition of apostolic forces (monasticism and papacy) created a new Christian culture in the Western World. …St. Boniface, the apostle of Germany …Pope Gregory I the Great initiated contacts with the tribe of t he Franks. (Franks are Germanic Tribe from Western Europe)



Prepared by : Sr. Vilma U. Aquino, SdP  Reference: Discipleship in Community  by Lode Wostyn



 STAGES The Fourth Age: A United Christian Europe (960-1517)



…”It was a time of great sanctity and a time of much nonsense”  “A time for great saints and a time for  glaring sinners” 



GROWTH …foundation of the Monastery of Cluny (903) in France. (exemplify the kind of  religious life that was at the heart of  11th-century piety.) …Cluny was independent from the system of secular control. …Bernard of Clairvaux ( 1090-1153), one of the most powerful spiritual leaders of Christianity. …the establishment of judicial structure of the Church with supreme power vested on the Pope.



ACHIEVEMENT



RETREAT AND DECAY



…is often described as the golden age of  the Church …papacy reached the height of its prestige and power in the person of  Innocent III (1198-1216) …Monasticism continued to develop …the birth of two mendicant orders: The Franciscans and the Dominicans St. Francis of Assisi and Dominic De Guzman) penetrated in the Universities and produced some of  the greatest theologians: Thomas Aquinas and Bonaventure



Some of the dark ages of the Middle Ages: 1. Crusades: a violent outlets to grab land and power. 2. Inquisition: started by Innocent III as a form of punishment to heretics. Retreat: …the decline of Papacy …The “Great Western Schism” in which there were at the same time 3 popes (Avignon, Rome and Pisa) …Renaissance intellectuals who derived their inspiration from ancient pagan tradition.



The Fifth Age: A Ghetto Church(15171830)



…the Counter Reformation, reaffirmed Catholic doctrine and took several steps towards a moral and administrative reformation. …the birth of the Society of Jesus or Jesuits which became the right arm of  the papacy in its struggle against Protestantism. …St. Francis Xavier, Matteo Ricci, Roberto de Nobili became the best known missionaries in Asia …Vatican II (1962-65), PCP II (1991) FABC helped to the full development of the local Filipino Church



…the revival of religious life through Foundations of new religious orders …the outburst of Missionary Activity …intense search for devotional life and mystical experience …center of Christian life: selfmortification and ascetism



Struggles: …King Louis XIV (1643-1715) of France declared himself the head of State and Church. …France became the home of Jansenism …The Revolutionary movement in France turned against the Church and Promulgated the “worship of reason” …Revolutions in Latin America clashed with the Catholic hierarchy and became strongly anti-clerical. …United States created a new paradigm for the Church-State relationship which was separation.



The Sixth Age: Our Age (1830-present)



…within the high safe walls of the citadel, new sparks of life started to flourish …A catholic revival during the long papacy of Pius IX (1846-78)



…new religious families were founded and promoted a particular Christian practices. …Catholic revival groups and Theological schools came into existence. …John Henry Newman (1890) stands out with great mind who centered his interests on the problems of faith in a modern world. …Pope Leo XIII produced the f irst encyclical, Rerum Novarum (on the condition of the workers) …the new creation of different movements: liturgical, biblical, lay apostolate etc.



…The Church in a defensive mood, was suddenly challenged to start a new dialogue with the world. …period of polarization between the socalled liberals and conservatives. …Are we at the end of a period or already in a new beginning?
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