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1 - The Zodiac



p.24 (PDF), p. 1 (Book) a. The Zodiac The path of the Sun across the heavens is called the ecliptic , or the Via Solis (³Way of the Sun´). The stars on either side of this imaginary path form a band called the zodiac. The stars in the zodiac appear to move with the Sun, rising each evening and setting each morning. These stars are ordered into 12 patterns or constellations known as the 12 signs of the zodiac. You can see which sign the Sun occupies by looking at the con stellation that is on the western horizon j ust after sunset and the eastern horizon just prior to sunrise. This constellation will shift slightly each evening, giving the appearance that the Sun is gradually travelling backwards through the constellations day after day. If the Sun rises and sets in the constellation of Aries today, it will gradually rise and set lower and lower in the constellation of Aries, as if  the constellations were moving just slightly faster than the Sun itself. After one month, you will see the Sun rising and setting in Taurus instead of Aries. A month after that, the Sun will appear to rise and set in Gemini, then Cancer, then Leo, etc. After one complete year, the Sun will make its way back to its starting point in Aries. The position of the Sun in the constellations of the zodiac was the primary means of determining the seasons in the ancient world. When the Sun moved into Aries, it meant that spring was at hand; the Sun in Cancer denoted the beginning of summer; the Sun in Libra denoted the beginning of fall; and the Sun in Capricorn denoted the beginning of winter. Ancient astrologers used the position of the Sun to determine the appropriate times for planting, irrigation, and harvesting, as well as planning for annual rains, floods, droughts, and freezes. The names and images associated with t he signs of the z odiac were probably derived from their seasonal associations. The birth and mating cycles of livestock gave rise to   Aries (the Ram) and Taurus (the Bull), the droughts of summer led prides of lions to wander close to human villages, and so the hot part of summer was called Leo (the Lion). Grain was harvested in the early fall, hence the image of Virgo (the Virgin) bearing a shock of wheat. It was measured out, sold, and stored afterwards, and thus Libra (the Scales). The annual floods caused by the melting of winter snows were represented by Aquarius (the water-bearer). While the signs that comprise the zodiac appear to revolve at a constant, steady pace, the ancients noticed that a few stars appeared to speed up, slow down, and occasionally change direction with respect to the Sun. The Greeks called these stars ³wanderers,´ or  planetes or  planetes,, from which our word  planets is derived. There were five observable planets: Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. To these, the ancients also added the Sun and the Moon, giving a total of seven planets. From the perspective of the earth, the planets appear to rise and set on the same line as the Sun, and they appear to move through the constellations in the same direction as the sun. However, each of the five planets appears to slow down and reverse direction periodically. This reversing of direction is known as retrograde motion; motion; and a planet that is moving ³backwards´ against the direction of the sun is said to be retrograde. retrograde. The zodiac is divided into 12 signs, originally named after the 12 constellations that occupied each of  those 12 divisions (the constellations do not line up in exactly the same way today due to the precession the  precession of the equinoxes). equinoxes). Each sign is divided into 30 , each degree is divided into 30 minutes, and each minute is divided into 30 seconds. On the longest day of the year (the summer solstice) the Sun is in Cancer. On the shortest day of the year (the winter solstice) the Sun is in Capricorn. Halfway between the winter  solstice and the summer solstice are the equinoxes (literally ³equal-night´) when the day and the night are of equal length. The vernal equinox occurs in the spring when the Sun is in Aries, and the autumnal equinox occurs in the fall when the Sun is in Libra. Ancient communities hailed the vernal equinox as a time of renewed warmth, rebirth, fertility, and joy. The autumnal equinox meant the onset of winter, while the two solstices hailed the onset of drought on the one hand and cold on the other. For this reason, the vernal equinox was one of the most important days of the year in many ancient societies, and thus marked the beginning of the New Year. When we begin to number the degrees, we start with the constellation of Aries, which spans 0 to 29 . The constellation of Taurus is from 30 to 59 . In the same manner, each of the constellations occupies 30 of the ecliptic. °
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b. Dividing the Signs into Categories The zodiac as a whole is divided into different quadrants based on the seasons that each quadrant represents. The spring (vernal) quadrant consists of , , . The summer (estival) quadrant consists of  , , . The fall (autumnal) quadrant consists of  , , . And the winter (hiemnal) quadrant consists of  , , . Each season is associated with a type of temperament, a characteristic climate, a stage in the course of life, and one of the four elements. Thus the spring quadrant represents the sanguine temperament, a warm and wet climate, childhood, and the element of Air. The summer quadrant represents the choleric temperament, a hot and dry climate, youth, and the element of Fire. The fall quadrant represents a melancholic temperament, a cold and dry climate, adulthood, and the element of  Earth. The winter quadrant represents a phlegmatic temperament, a cold and wet climate, old age, and the element of Water. In addition to the four quadrants, there are several other categories used to describe the signs, some of which are quite arbitrary. The first six signs are called commanding signs, because they ³lead´ the last six signs (which are, appropriately, obeying signs). The first six signs are also called northern signs in contrast to the latter six, which are southern signs. Double-bodied signs are so named because their  images are formed from two things, such as  (two twins),  (two fishes), and  (an archer and his bow). The humane signs consist of human imagery, and include  (twins),  (a virgin),  (traditionally a young woman holding the scales),  (a young man carrying a pitcher of water), and  (a man with a bow, later represented as a centaur). In contrast, the signs consisting of animal imagery are sometimes known as bestial signs. Of the bestial signs,  (a lion) is considered feral , or wild, in contrast to signs like  (a ram) and  (a bull), which are domestic . The signs of  , , and  are considered fruitful  in contrast to , , and , which are barren. Voiced signs include , , , , and , in contrast to mute signs of  , , and . The cardinal signs represent the four corners of the zodiac, so to speak, and include , , , and . The equinoctial signs correspond to the equinoxes, and include  (vernal



 equinox) and  (autumnal equinox). The tropical signs correspond to the solstices, and include  (summer solstice) and  (winter solstice). Most of these divisions are used in horary astrology, where a horoscope is calculated in order to answer a specific question. A bestial sign, for example, might be used to signify livestock, or a voiced sign might represent a person who talks too much. Otherwise, most of these divisions are not used in resolving nativities (natal astrology), making predictions (predictive astrology), or determining the best time to undertake specific activities (electional astrology). c. The Four Elements  Ancient philosophers recognized four states of being evident in the material world: solid, liquid, gas, and combustion/radiation. These four states were thought to be the m ost elementary states of matter, and were named Earth, Water, Air, and Fire. The ancients believed that virtually anything could be resolved down to its constituent elements, including the weather, the seasons, psychological make-up, temperament, illness, etc. As a result, the four elements play a heavy role in astrology, and help to determine how the various astrological forces interact. With regard to the zodiac, each of the 12 signs in assigned to a specific element: Earth: Water:  Air: Fire:



, ,  , ,  , ,  , , 



The sign that is ascending at the tim e of birth is particularly significant in astrology, and the element of  that sign is thought to exert some influence over the personality of the native. Earth is associated with stability, strength, and a sense of responsibility; Water is associated with caring, sensitivity, and compassion; Air is associated with reason and intelligence; and Fire is associated with diligence, inventiveness, and action. More will be said on this subject later. The elements are also thought to consist of various climatic features associated with moisture and heat. Earth is cold and dry, Water is cold and moist, air is hot and moist, and fire in hot and dry. Each of  the signs thus exhibits the characteristics of its respective element: , , and  are cold and dry; , , and  are cold and moist, etc. In natal astrology, each of the planets has its own mixture of heat and moisture, and these mixtures are tempered by the degree and sign that the planet occupies at the time of birth. The overall temperament of the native is determined by t he Ascendant, which is the sign rising over the horizon at the time of birth. However, the overall temperament is augmented by the attributes of the planets, with the more well-dignified planets offering the greatest influence. While Renaissance authors did not think to delve into Jung¶s dichotomy of introversion vs. extroversion, modern astrologers insist that the number of planets above or below the horizon at the time of birth is the best indicator of whether the native is i ntroverted or extroverted. d. The Four Temperaments Prior to advances in modern medicine, most of the western world interpreted disease as the interaction of four different types of bodily fluids called humors: blood, phlegm, yellow bile, and black bile. In theory, an excess or deficiency of any of these fluids resulted in illness. The Swedish physician Fahraeus suggested that the theory may have been based on the coagulation of blood samples. If a blood sample is left standing in a glass, it stratifies into four levels: a black clot at the bottom (black bile), a layer of red blood cells (blood), a layer of white blood cells (phlegm), and a layer of yellow serum (yellow bile).  Ancient physicians associated the four humors with the four elements: Earth = black bile, Water = phlegm, Air = blood, Fire = yellow bile. The theory of the four humors was also used in ancient psychology to describe the four dominant personality types. An excess of a certain element or humor  produced personal and psychological characteristics. And while the medical application of the four  humors has been thoroughly discredited, modern personality analysis has found that the f our-fold division of personality types is extremely accurate and useful. Astrological theory predicts that the nature of the  Ascendant is the best indicator of the overall temperament of the native.



 Earth Signs (, , ), Melancholy Temperament, Excess of Black Bile. The melancholic person is typically described as sad, sentimental, sober-minded, and intellectual. They are the thinkers and the geniuses of humanity, but they can also be the downers at a party, the people who constantly feel the need to rain on your parade, and the people most inclined toward self-doubt and low self-esteem. They may experience periods of temporary happiness, but even i n joyous times, you occasionally note their faroff gaze and sober face as they fall into a moment of contemplation when they think no one is l ooking. Water Signs (, , ), Phlegmatic Temperament, Excess of Phlegm. Those of the phlegmatic temperament are generally described as cool and indifferent, sometimes even callous. They tend to mind their own business. They tend to be mature, self-possessed, and slow to anger and slow to joy. They silently observe the world around them, drawing their own private conclusions and reveling in calm introspection. The negative side of the phlegmatic temperament is sloth. Phlegmatic people may work hard when the need arises, but they are naturally inclined to leisure. They are the elderly retirees of the temperaments, mature and self-possessed, but also slow and leisurely and reluctant to exert unnecessary effort. They can usually be persuaded by rational arguments, but they are not apt to accept enthusiastic or emotional appeals, even when those appeals are geared toward their own interests. If  they don¶t want to do something, it i s virtually impossible to motivate them. However, once the phlegmatic person agrees to do something, they tend t o be dependable, reliable, and trustworthy.   Air Signs (, , ), Sanguine Temperament, Excess of Blood. Sanguine people are generally described as active, lively, jovial, and pleasant to be around, the life of the party, as it were. They generally have ruddy cheeks, bright eyes, and a flushed complexion. They are hopeful and optimistic, and make excellent leaders and motivators. On the negative side, those of a sanguine temperament can be overly emotional, ruled more by the heart than the head. They are often quick to laugh and quick to anger, and they may be dramatic and even bombastic at times. They may not respond as well to a rational argument as much as an emotional appeal or a plea for sympathy. Fire Signs (, , ), Choleric Temperament, Excess of Yellow Bile. Those of the choleric temperament are typically described as emotionally volatile, quick to anger and easily inclined to callousness. They are perpetually tempted by tyranny and aggression, and must keep their fiery disposition in check. However, in the right person, a choleric nature is a blessing. Choleric people, when possessed of noble intentions, a kind heart, and self-discipline, are the enforcers of justice in the world, the punishers of evil, the guardians, the protectors, the true kings and queens of mankind. When dealing with a choleric person, it is best to present your case in as few words as possible, being careful to point out the personal benefits to the choleric person herself. They do not respond well to emotional arguments or appeals to sympathy, and such arguments are just as likely to arouse their contempt as their  sympathy.
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2 - The 12 Signs of the Zodiac



p.26 (PDF), p. 4 (Book) a. Aries  (0 - 29 degrees) 1. Nature: Aries is masculine and diurnal (operative during the day), hot and dry, choleric, bestial, domestic, and violent. 2. Element: Aries belongs to the Fire triplicity, which also includes Leo  and Sagittarius . 3. Physical Characteristics: Aries imparts a lean but big-boned stature, middle height, strong limbs, an oval face, piercing eyes, broad shoulders, and a long neck. It produces a dusky complexion in proportion to inherited racial characteristics. 4. Diseases: Aries is associated with diseases related to the head, such as vertigo, lethargy, catalepsy, migraines, toothaches, acne, ear infections, etc. 5. Locations: Aries is associated with private and isolated places and high and sandy ground. In a home, it represents the eastern part of the house and the ceiling. b. Taurus  (30 - 59 degrees)



 1. Nature: Taurus is feminine and nocturnal, cold and dry, melancholic, bestial, domestic, and furious. 2. Element: Taurus belongs to the Earth triplicity, which also includes Virgo  and Capricorn . 3. Physical Characteristics: Taurus imparts a sturdy, well-set, and stocky build; a large forehead and a large face; full eyes; a large mouth and thick lips; short, thick hands; and a dark complexion in proportion to inherited racial characteristics. 4. Diseases: Taurus is associated with diseases related to the throat and neck, such as tonsillitis, thyroid problems, sore throats, etc. 5. Locations: Taurus is associated with new homes, especially rural dwellings; and pastures and fields. In a home, it represents cellars and basements.



c. Gemini  (60 - 89 degrees) 1. Nature: Gemini is masculine and diurnal, hot and moist, sanguine, humane, and double-bodied. 2. Element: Gemini belongs to the Air triplicity, which includes Libra  and Aquarius . 3. Physical Characteristics: Gemini imparts a sanguine complexion, a strong and active body, and a quick mind. 4. Diseases: Gemini is associated with diseases related to the blood and the arms. 5. Locations: Gemini is associated with hills, mountainous places, and storehouses. In the home, it represents chests, coffers, halls, dining rooms, and storerooms. c. Cancer  (90 - 119 degrees) 1. Nature: Cancer is feminine and nocturnal, cold and moist, and phlegmatic. 2. Element: Cancer belongs to the Water triplicity, which includes Scorpio  and Pisces . 3. Physical Characteristics: Cancer imparts a middle stature, a large upper body, a round and attractive face, and a pale and sickly complexion. 4. Diseases: Cancer is associated with diseases related to the chest, such as pneumonia, bronchitis, coughs, and chest colds. 5. Locations: Cancer is associated with the sea, large rivers, brooks, streams, and watercourses. In the home, it represents wells, bathrooms, cisterns, tubs, and sinks.



d. Leo  (120 - 149 degrees) 1. Nature: Leo is masculine and diurnal, hot and dry, choleric, bestial, feral, barren, kingly, and commanding. 2. Element: Leo belongs to the Fire triplicity, which includes Aries  and Sagittarius . 3. Physical Characteristics: Leo imparts a large, well-set body; light hair; a large head with large eyes; quick sighted; a manly countenance; and a ruddy complexion. 4. Diseases: Leo is associated with choleric illnesses, such as fevers, jaundice, diabetes, and nervous disorders. 5. Locations: Leo is associated with forests, cliffs, inaccessible places, forts, castles, and palaces. In the home, it represents the hearth and chimney. e. Virgo  (150 - 179 degrees) 1. Nature: Virgo is feminine and nocturnal, cold, melancholic, and barren. 2. Element: Virgo belongs to the Earth triplicity, which includes Taurus  and Capricorn . 3. Physical Characteristics: Virgo imparts a tall and slender frame, an oval face, and a witty and well-spoken person.



 4. Diseases: Virgo is associated with diseases related to the gastric obstruction and problems of the spleen, as well as hypochondria and depression. 5. Locations: Virgo is associated with crop fields, grain elevators, and dairies. In the home, it represents offices, studies, bookshelves, and private libraries. f. Libra  (180 - 209 degrees) 1. Nature: Libra is masculine and diurnal, hot and moist, sanguine, humane, and western. 2. Element: Libra belongs to the Air triplicity, which includes Gemini  and Aquarius . 3. Physical Characteristics: Libra imparts a tall and straight frame, good proportions, a round face, a ruddy complexion in youth but acne and blemishes in old age, and light hair. 4. Diseases: Libra is associated with diseases related to ulcers and problems with the kidneys, such as kidney stones, kidney disease, and incontinence. 5. Locations: Libra is associated with solitary buildings, rural houses, windmills, hunting grounds, and newly cleared lands. In the home, it represents upper rooms, gables, turrets, and towers. g. Scorpio  (210 - 239 degrees) 1. Nature: Scorpio is feminine and nocturnal, moist, phlegmatic, and somewhat violent. 2. Element: Scorpio belongs to the Water triplicity, which includes Cancer  and Pisces . 3. Physical Characteristics: Scorpio imparts a strong body, a heavy-set frame, a broad face, a hairy body, and a short neck. 4. Diseases: Scorpio is associated with diseases related to the bladder, lower abdomen and reproductive system. 5. Locations: Scorpio is associated with gardens, orchards, stagnant ponds, and abandoned houses standing near water. In the home, it represents the kitchen, pantries, cupboards, and kitchen sinks. h. Sagittarius  (240 - 269 degrees) 1. Nature: Sagittarius is masculine and diurnal, hot and dry, choleric, bicorporal, and eastern. 2. Element: Sagittarius belongs to the Fire triplicity, which includes Aries  and Leo . 3. Physical Characteristics: Sagittarius imparts a tall and well-proportioned body, a long face, and a sanguine complexion. 4. Diseases: Sagittarius is associated with diseases related to nerve damage and falls. 5. Locations: Sagittarius is associated with uplands, hills, and stables. In the home, it represents the upper rooms. i. Capricorn  (270 - 299 degrees) 1. 2. 3. 4. 5.



Nature: Capricorn is feminine and nocturnal, cold and dry, melancholic, four-footed, moveable, cardinal, southern, and comprises the winter solstice. Element: Capricorn belongs to the Earth triplicity, which includes Taurus  and Virgo . Physical Characteristics: Capricorn imparts a slender body, a long face, a long and narrow chin, a sparse beard, and a short, round nose. Diseases: Capricorn is associated with diseases of the skin and the knees, including acne, scabs, leprosy, etc., as well as joint problems in the knees. Locations: Capricorn is associated with fallow and barren fields, barns, sheds, and out buildings. In homes, it represents the floor and the t hreshold.



 j. Aquarius  (300 - 329 degrees) 1. Nature: Aquarius is masculine and diurnal, hot and moist, sanguine, humane, and western. 2. Element: Aquarius belongs to the Air triplicity, which includes Gemini  and Libra .



 3. Physical Characteristics: Aquarius imparts a strong and composed stature, a long and oval face, a sanguine complexion, and bright hair. 4. Diseases: Aquarius is associated with ailments in the legs, such as cramps, gout, poor  circulation, varicose veins, etc. 5. Locations: Aquarius is associated with hilly and uneven places, quarries, and pits. In the home, it represents roofs, eaves, and window seals. k. Pisces  (330 - 359 degrees) 1. Nature: Pisces is feminine and nocturnal, cold and moist, phlegmatic, double-bodied, and final. 2. Element: Pisces belongs to the Water triplicity, which includes Cancer  and Scorpio . 3. Physical Characteristics: Pisces imparts a low stature, a disproportionate frame, a large face, a pale complexion, and a hunched posture. 4. Diseases: Pisces is associated with diseases related to the feet. 5. Locations: Pisces is associated with marshes, swamps, caves, and moats. In the home, it represents wells, pumps, cisterns, and places of standing water.
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p.29 (PDF), p. 10 (Book) a. Saturn  1.
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