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								    				    2014 Caribbean Studies Paper 2 #8 “Discriminatory practices limit the potential of the Caribbean to facilitate Development. “ Discuss this statement with reference to discrimination in the Caribbean based on ethnicity and sexual orientation.



There are many factors hindering development in the Caribbean. One such factor is social injustice and discrimination. Social justice is defined as a fair way of treating human beings, despite social, physical or economic status or any other criteria. This injustice is often faced by persons of certain ethnicities and sexual orientations, affecting the Caribbean’s productivity, empowerment and equity. Discriminatory practices in the Caribbean affects our economic productivity negatively. Discrimination based on ethnicity was emphasized in the Caribbean since the days of slavery where white masters ruled over and discriminated their black slaves. This white dominance has translated into modern day. Although this has been reduced through the efforts of law and mass media, undercurrents of racism still exist. Racism is defined as discrimination based on race or ethnicity. Discriminatory practices based on race reduce the economic productivity of a nation when persons are denied employment because of their race. Skilled and qualified educated persons would be exempt from the labour force and not contribute to the economy of their nation. Less qualified persons of more “respected” ethnicities might not perform as well as others, but because of such discriminatory practices, both the workplace and country will suffer do to inefficient and unfair job placement criteria. Discriminatory practices based on sexual orientation also affect economic productivity in the Caribbean. In the Caribbean, homosexuals are less respected, and often disrespected due to their sexual orientation. This is known as homophobia. The Caribbean, especially Jamaica, is noted for its homophobia in general, especially compared to countries such as the United States and the United Kingdom. In an effort to find a safer and more accepting community, persons of certain sexual orientation may look to migrate to such communities, resulting in brain drain in the Caribbean. When skilled persons leave, it reduces our productivity (while increasing the productivity of the countries that have accepted them). Our homophobia also deters members of the LGBTQ community that would vacate in the Caribbean. Our tourism sector then suffers, resulting in reduction of our potential economic productivity. This in turn, hinders development. Discriminatory practices in the Caribbean also affect empowerment. If persons are discriminated on based on race, less opportunities are available to them despite their level of education and skill. This fact is certainly disheartening for the one who is being discriminated against (in the Caribbean this has historically



 been negroes.) In a society based on pigmentocracy rather than meritocracy or intelligence and work ethic, the people will not be empowered to work hard and excel. If empowerment, one of the pillars of development, is not promoted, then the potential for development is certainly hindered. Homophobia also affects empowerment in a similar way. Persons of certain sexual orientations, such as members of the LGBT community, fear discrimination in society. In some cases, bullying and violent acts are meted out to them, by peers, family and society at large. Derogatory terms such as “batty man” and “fish” which are used to describe them often prevent such persons from living in a safe and nurturing environment. When the members of a society are not empowered, they are less likely to have healthy lives, participate in politics and be comfortable. This, evidently, contradict the aims of development and, as such, hinder it. Equity is fair and equal treatment of all social groups, and is a pillar of development. Through legal and social equity, development is promoted. However, if equity is not present within a Caribbean society between races, development is hindered. In the past, laws were passed formally and informally to prevent blacks from socialising in certain settings. For examples, the blacks had to sit at the back of the church and were prevented from voting through economic measures. These laws have been abolished, partially through the icons of movements such as pan-Africanism and Negritude. As a result, the Caribbean has seen some development, due to increased political equity, which has translated into economic and social improvement. However, the undercurrents of racism, especially in countries like Guyana and Trinidad where Indians and Africans live with distrust of each other (in a plural society), development is hindered. Such insularity decreases solidarity and hence hinders development. Equity based on sexual orientation is still lacking, which hinders development. Legally, homosexuals are still at a disadvantage in the Caribbean. For example, laws still exist which prevent homosexual marriage and intercourse in the Caribbean, while in the United States, such laws have been banned. There have been several demonstrations in the Caribbean islands such as Jamaica for and against abolishing such laws (such as the Buggery Law). For development to be promoted, equity for all social groups must be achieved. Lack of equity then hinders development. In closing, the view that discriminatory practices based on sexual orientation and ethnicity limit the potential of the Caribbean to facilitate development , specifically through equity, empowerment and productivity has been supported. /30 #2 Using examples, describe four ways to minimize the impact of soil erosion.



 Caribbean Society and Culture has been shaped by several factors. One such factor is our environment and natural disasters. One such natural disaster is soil erosion. Soil erosion is defined as the removal of topsoil by wind or water. The impact of such a disaster can be minimized by utilising educating farmers better agricultural practices, better mining practices, education of the population, and economic development. Utilising certain farming practices, such as overgrazing, monocroping and slash and burn farming, tend to increase the likelihood and effect of soil erosion on farmland. Such practices reduce the vegetation of land. The vegetation would have helped to keep soil particles together and prevent them from blowing loosely in the wind and eroding. Several measures, however, can be taken to not only ameliorate and mitigate such problems, but also to prevent it in the future. Educating farmers about practices such as terracing, planting crops vertically rather than horizontally and planting windbreakers (such as banana trees) help to prevent water and wind respectively from eroding soil. To help soil that has already been eroded, reforestation and mulching helps to improve the crumb structure of soil. Economic development also helps to reduce the impact of soil erosion. Effects of soil erosion can include landslides and dusty, polluted air. Both these impacts can leave families with large bills; landslides can destroy homes and property and dusty air tends to affect asthmatics and persons with other respiratory illnesses. However, the impact of these can be reduced in countries which provide good medical and insurance/ loan services. The economic impact of soil erosion can be reduced through proper medical and financial planning. Good mining practices also helps to reduce the effect of soil erosion. In countries such as Jamaica and Guyana, where bauxite is mined, soil erosion is more common. As the miners dig the precious dirt up, they also leave loose soil exposed to wind and water. This increases the chance of soil erosion exponentially. However, through reforestation and covering the soil, these effects can be reduced significantly. Good mining practices can help reduce the impact of soil erosion. Finally, education of the Caribbean population can help to reduce the impact of soil erosion. In Haiti, where many suffer from poverty, deforestation is common. They chop trees to make coal and generate an income, without understanding the long term effects of this. Deforestation leads to soil erosion which produce infertile soil and increase poverty for farmers. Through proper education of the effects and alternative options for income generation, for example through formal education, such practices can be stopped. /20



 #6 “United We stand, divided we fall.” Examine the extent to which social challenges faced by people in the Caribbean reagion may hinder Caribbean Unity. “United we stand, divided we fall.” Caribbean society and culture have tried to achieve Caribbean Unity. However, certain social challenges faced by people in the Caribbean region may hinder Caribbean unity. Some challenges include differences in culture, lack of communication and insularity. Caribbean unity is yet to be achieved, partially due to differences in culture. In some aspects Caribbean Unity has been achieved because of major similarities. For example, each Caribbean country saw the effect of slavery, European colonization, indentureship and emancipation. Exposure to similar climate and agriculture produces similar dress, occupation, recreational activites and experiences. Through technology and mass media, we are exposed to each other’s culture and intermingle during sports events, such as through sports, and at school such as the University of West Indies. However, there are several differences in culture between the islands. This is seen in the language spoken by each island. In the Caribbean, it varies from English, Spanish, French, Dutch and of course, each island’s creole; a unique aspect of each country. This part of our culture varies greatly in the Caribbean. In addition to this, the history of communication with each countries metropole rather than with neighbouring countries of different language, has created a lack of communication in the past. This has led to decreased relations between each island and less acculturation. The difference in geography also creates nuances in our culture that seem to separate us, and reduce Caribbean Unity. As a result, the differences in culture has reduced our chance of Caribbean unity, as we have not been socialized together as a single region, but rather as colonies of our own individual mother countries. On the other hand, the improvement in technology has improved our communication with other Caribbean countries. It is now easier for us to exchange ideas and learn about the cultures of other Caribbean countries. Communication devices such as telephones, the internet, facsimile, and computers, help us to connect with individuals in other Caribbean countries. Mass media, such as newspapers and television give us coverage of the entire region’s events, and transportation technology such as planes and jets makes visiting the other countries much easier than before. This results in increased Caribbean Unity through increased communication. Although there have been improvements in communication, our history of miscommunication and lack of intraregional communication have reduced our Unity. Many persons cannot afford to travel to other countries to meet persons from other areas of the Caribbean and much news coverage only focus on the home country in addition to major international news. It therefore, is much more



 difficult and unlikely for someone to seek out information about other Caribbean countries when they are being bombarded by news from their own region. As a result of poor communication that still exists in the region, Caribbean Unity is still not completely achieved. Insularity is also another factor preventing complete Caribbean Unity. In some Caribbean Countries, there is some sort of rivalry between nations which result in distrust or discrimination of persons of other countries. For example, countries that compete in athletics for example Trinidad and Jamaica, might be separated as a region due to their competitive spirit. In the search for economic resources such as jobs and, on a larger scale, trading partners, the Caribbean has also competed, especially before the existence of CARIFTA. On the other hand, the Caribbean tends to be united, especially in their diaspora. For regional sporting activities such as West Indies Cricket and UWI sporting teams, the Caribbean Unites in common victory. In 2015 for example, when the region celebrated victory in Cricket, the entire region celebrated in Unity rather than competing. We have been socialised to be more tolerant and accepting of other cultures rather than viewing ours as the best. Cultural relativism, rather than ethnocentrism, can help to promote Caribbean Unity. Through such experiences and views, it can be concluded that although the Caribbean is united to a certain extent, certain social challenges prevent Caribbean Unity to a greater extent. /30



#3 Discuss FOUR measures that can be taken by Caribbean governments to promote economic growth during a recession. Development in the Caribbean is facing several challenges. One such challenge is economic recessions. However, Caribbean government can take measures to promote economic growth during a recession. Four ways in which this can be done is through promotion of entrepreneurship, attraction of foreign investors, promotion of community service and through reduction of crime. During a recession, the flow of funds in a country is limited, and poverty becomes more widespread. However,
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Use of Knowledge: 7 Marks



UK: 13



Expressions and Communication: 5 marks



EC: 5



 							    

			

		    

		

            

	            

    




    
	
	    
		
		    ×
		    Report "2014 Caribbean Studies Paper 2"

		

		
		    
			Your name
			
		    

		    
			Email
			
		    

		    
			Reason
			-Select Reason-
Pornographic
Defamatory
Illegal/Unlawful
Spam
Other Terms Of Service Violation
File a copyright complaint


		    

		    
			Description
			
		    

		    
			
			    

			

		    

		    
		

		
		    Close
		    Send
		

	    

	

    




	
	    
		Copyright © 2024 IDOC.TIPS. All rights reserved.
		
		    About Us | 
		    Privacy Policy |  
		    Terms of Service |  
		    Copyright | 
		    Contact Us | 
		    Cookie Policy
		

	    

	    

	
	
	    
		
		    
			×
			Sign In

		    

		    
			
			    
				Email
				
			    

			    
				Password
				
			    

			    
				
				    
					
					 Remember me
				    
				    Forgot password?
				


			    

			    Sign In
			
	
		    

		

	    

	


	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	    Our partners will collect data and use cookies for ad personalization and measurement. Learn how we and our ad partner Google, collect and use data. Agree & close
	

	
	
    