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Political Science Assignment #



Reaction Paper



Batas Militar and EDSA 1 & 2 Thirty-six years ago on September 21, 1972, then Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos signed the declaration of martial law. He then announced the deed on television on September 23, 1973. The proclamation ensured Marcos’ grip on power, in defiance of the constitutional 2-term limit for Philippine presidents. The declaration also marked the darkest age in Philippine history. It was during this time that hundreds of Filipinos disappeared, presumably murdered (“salvaged” in local parlance). It was also then that the Marcoses stole the country’s wealth and indulged First Lady Imelda Marcos’ taste for fine jewelry, shoes and hobnobbing with the rich and famous. A documentary of the events that marked this period has been to coincide with these anniversaries. “Batas Militar” (Martial Law) was made by the Foundation for Worldwide People Power (FWWPP), the same group that released Beyond Conspiracy: A Documentary on the Assassination of Ninoy Aquino. Aquino. For those who weren’t alive during the time of Marcos, these events may seem like ancient history. But they shaped the Philippines that we see today. This is why we should not forget the sacrifice made by Ninoy Aquino. Why we should be vigilant against graft and corruption. corruption. Why suppression of press freedom should be viewed with suspicion. This is an age of the Philippines that should never be replicated ever again. The extensive film footage and pictures of actual events that took place from 1972 when Marcos declared martial law, to the EDSA uprising of 1986 that toppled the dictatorship, bring back to life the monumental tyranny and deception, the unprecedented violence and unparalleled greed that no one ever imagined could possibly emanate from one man.



 If only for that single accomplishment, the documentary has excellently served its purpose. But it is certainly more than that. It is solidly researched, done with more than 150 important personalities interviewed including President Ramos, Cory Aquino, some generals, Imelda Marcos, other key players and opposition leaders. Particularly interesting was the focus on the personality and political savvy of  Marcos' arch enemy Ninoy Aquino. He was clearly presented as the leader and icon of the anti-Marcos opposition, the martyr whose assassination triggered the demise of the dictatorship. But martial law was certainly more than that. It was more than the life and death struggle between Marcos and his opponents in the traditional political opposition. The video documentary certainly captured the drama of the era. But it is mostly the drama in stifling the elite opposition, like the Aquinos and the Lopezes. It's true they were jailed and they lost their properties and their chances to assume a dominant role in the ruling elite. And a number of other elite and middle class personalities were also imprisoned and tortured, some of them summarily killed. But those who suffered the most in terms of  prolonged detention, severe torture and salvaging or summary execution, were the leaders and activists of the Left, the armed rebels, the organized workers in the cities and the peasant leaders and the masses in the rural areas. It really made my heart pound seeing the dictatorship of Marcos, his being greedy for power, fame and wealth. He thought that he can be the lord of those three, but his ambition was also the reason of his downfall.  For me the rules during that time though it was so strict were just appropriate to create orderliness in the country, because all the people have that tinge of fear in their hearts. But we can’t be forever be silent and just let our fear eat our rights, so the people gathered and fought for their rights and not only for the freedom of his motherland.



What were the rights violated during Martial Law? A bill of rights is a list of the rights that are considered important and essential by a nation. The purpose of these bills is to protect those rights against infringement by the government. During the Martial law, a lot of people’s rights were violated. Almost all of the people’s rights were violated. The declaration of martial law was initially well-received by some sectors, but it eventually proved unpopular as excesses and human rights abuses by the military emerged, such as the use of  torture as a method of extracting information. It was said that during Martial Law the Constitution may be suspended. The Constitution is the one protecting our rights as people, if this is suspended, then this also means that people have no rights during times like this. Section 1,2, 3, 7,8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, and 19 of the Bill of Rights were violated. Almost all of the people’s rights were violated.



 Comparison of EDSA 1 and EDSA 2 Revolution In EDSA I, the people protested the massive election fraud during the Snap Presidential Elections held during the first week of February 1986.  Many supporters of Corazon Aquino were not able to vote because their names were allegedly deleted from the registered voters list.  Members of the Commission on Election walked-out from their work because according to them, then President Ferdinand Marcos were forcing them to declare him the winner.  In EDSA II, the people protested the proEstrada senators' barring of a set of evidences that will convict the president in the on-going impeachment trial.  This is what the people claimed as "suppression of  truth."  People of EDSA II have lost faith on the integrity of the impeachment court and are predicting an acquittal verdict by a majority of the senators.  The people then gathered in EDSA to continue the battle in the streets rather than in the court. EDSA I lasted for 5 days (February 21-25, 1986), while EDSA II lasted for 4 days only (January 17-20, 2001). Ferdinand Marcos left Malacanang and went to Hawaii. Estrada left the palace but stayed in the country.  In both EDSA I and EDSA II, Jaime Cardinal Sin called on the people to gather at EDSA through Radio Veritas. There was no EDSA flyovers and EDSA Shrine yet during EDSA I.  These structures, including the "EDSA Monument" was called "Pamana ng 1986 EDSA People Power." There were no presence of tanks and heavily armed soldiers during EDSA II unlike EDSA I.  Both ended peacefully. People wore something yellow during EDSA I while something black during EDSA II.  Yellow symbolizes democracy which was being cried for in 1986 while Black was worn in 2001 because of the "death" of justice in the Impeachment trial.  EDSA I was more of a solemn crusade, while EDSA II was more like a party.  Both were supported by the religious sectors. In summary, these revolution symbolizes that being democratic is still exercised in this country, that the voice of the people are still being heard, and appropriate actions of certain citizens who are in power are being carried out.



Is Erap guilty? If you are saying that Erap is guilty of plunder it has already been decided by the court, last September 2007. He was being accused of illegally amassing about P4 billion in bribes and proceeds from illegal gambling and falsely declared his assets. In my own opinion, during that time other people in power were just oppressing the former leader. It can be clearly seen that they are using the people’s sympathy to further oppress the former leader. Well, there may be other politicians there who are not only amassing money and bribes, but also stealing the people and the motherlands’ money. Corruption. If they are really that persistent in exercising their laws, I think there are already a lot of high-ranked politicians who are already in jail, but do we see one? None. That’s a shame for them.
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