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Pottery is one of the oldest and most widespread of the

decorative arts, consisting chiefly of functional objects (such

as vessels, plates, and bowls) made of clay and hardened with

heat. Earthenware is the oldest and simplest form; stoneware

is fired at a high temperature to cause it to vitrify and harden;

and porcelain is a fine, generally translucent form of pottery.

Persian pottery (sometimes called Iranian pottery) refers to the

pottery works made by the artists of Persia (Iran). The ceramic

art of Persia is one of the world's greatest and most influential

artistic traditions.

The history goes back to early Neolithic Age (7th

millennium BCE) with the production of coarse, unglazed

wares. In 717 CE, when the Arab empire was one of the

strongest, Persian pottery was developed based on Roman, Greek, Egyptian, and Central Asiatic ideas. During the 9th

century under the Abbasid government, cobalt blue and

other metallic oxides to produce blues and greens were

used. Colors such as manganese purple, tomato red, olive

green, yellow and brown were applied to the surface and

then covered with a transparent glaze, creating a glossy and

smooth finish. By the 12th century, Persian ceramic styles

were well established and they set the standards for further

innovations and conventions.

Recent excavations and archaeological research

revealed that there were four major pottery-manufacturing

areas in the Iranian plateau. These included the western part

of the country, namely the area west of the Zagros mountains

(Lurestan), and the area south of the Caspian Sea (Gilan

and Mazandaran). These two areas are chronologically as

far as is known today, the earliest. The third region is located

in the northwestern part of the country, in Azarbaijan. The

fourth area is in the southeast, i.e. the Kerman region and

Baluchestan. To these four regions one may also add the

Kavir area, where the history of pottery making can be dated

back to the 8th millennium BCE.

Persian pottery gained its renaissance, after its

downfall due to Mongol conquest, during the Safavid period.

The most important product in Kubachi ware of the Safavid

periodis the polychromepainted. The designs appear in blue,

brownish-red, yellow and green under clear glaze. Portraits of

people are painted against floral or simple scroll backgrounds.

Others depict landscapes or just flowers. Apart from large

dishes, small bowls, dishes and jugs are also known in these

types. The beauty of Persian pottery during renaissance period gained new impetus, and was partly under the

influence of Ottoman and European, and Chinese traditions.

Iranian pottery also has white (gombroon) wares.

The term "Gombroon" derives from the old name of modern

Bander Abbas, which in Safavid times was an important

port on the Persian Gulf. The "Gombroon" ware has a hard

faience body, which is considerably thinner than that of

contemporary lustre ware. As often described, lustre ware

has a very hard and compact white body and was decorated

in golden, brownish or reddish colour. Gombroon ware is

occasionally even translucent.

Through the centuries, Persian potters have adopted

and refined newly introduced forms and blended them into

their own culture.





Task 2: Write down the synonyms of the following words.

faience (n) : porcelain

glaze (n) : shiny finish

scroll (n) : roll, cylinder

lustre (n) : gloss, sheen, brightness, radiance.

depict : draw

vessel (n) : pot, container

impetus (n) : momentum































D. ASSOCIATING

Text Structure



Now, let's understand the text

structure. Then, fill in the blanks by referring

to the text about Persian Pottery.



Observe the text structure.

The text about 'Persian Pottery' above is called a factual report

(information report). The first paragraph of the model text gives us

some general information about Persian pottery which includes a

classification of it. All the paragraphs that follow the first paragraph

contain some description about Persian pottery; they contain some

detailed features of the things being described.

Read the text again, and then write in the table below the

appropriate information about Persian pottery that the paragraphs

deal with.

Introductory

Paragraph

WHAT IS PERSIAN POTTERY?

Supporting

Paragraph 1

The history of Persian Pottery

Supporting

Paragraph 2

Where is it manufactured?

Supporting

Paragraph 3

The renaissance of Persian pottery

Supporting

Paragraph 4

How does it look like?

Concluding

Paragraph

Persian pottery has been resulted from

different cultures.



Grammar Review

Verbs often used to describe the pottery are: be, have,

look, appear, and so on. Some of the descriptions are

written in Simple Present Tense and some are in Simple

Past Tense. Write down the sentences which contain verbs

in the simple past tense and present tense in the table

below.

Simple Present Tense

Simple Past Tense

Pottery is one of the oldest

and most widespread of the

decorative arts.

The Arab empire was one of

the strongest.

Earthenware is the oldest and

simplest form.

Persian pottery was

developed based on Roman,

Greek, Egyptian, and Central

Asiatic ideas.

Stoneware is fired at a high

temperature to cause it to vitrify

and harden.

Cobalt blue and other metallic

oxides to produce blues and

greens were used.

Persian pottery refers to the

pottery works made by the artists

of Persia (Iran).

Persian ceramic styles were

well established and they

set the standards for further

innovations and conventions.
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