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The 12th of une une of every year year since 188 is a very important event for a33 a33 the Fi3ipinos4 )n this this parcu3ar day! day! the enre Fi3ipino F i3ipino naon as we33 as Fi3ipino communies a33 over the wor3d 0athers to ce3ebrate the Phi3ippines5 )ndependence )ndependence 6ay4 6ay4 188 came to be a very si0nicant year for a33 of us it is as e9ua33y important as 18:the year when the Phi3ippine ;evo3uon bro


Two ma=or events events happened in 1872! 1872! rst rst was was the the 1872 Cavite Muny and the other other was the martyrdom of the three martyr priests in the persons of Fathers Mariano >omes! ose -ur0os and acinto ?amora @>&M-*;?'A4 @>&M-*;?'A4 #owever! #owever! not a33 of us &M-*;?' which in eBect a ma=or factor in the awa


1872 Cavite MunyD Spanish Perspecve



ose Montero Montero y (ida3! (ida3! a pro3ic Spanish historian documented the event event and and hi0h3i0hted hi0h3i0hted it as an a.empt of the )ndios to overthrow the Spanish 0overnment in the Phi3ippines4 Meanwhi3e! >ov4 >en4 ;afae3 )E9uierdo5s )E9uierdo5s ocia3 report ma0nied the event and made use of it to imp3icate the nave c3er0y! which was then acve in the ca33 for secu3ariEaon4 The two accounts comp3imented and corroborated corroborated with one other! on3y that the 0enera35s report was more spitefu34 )nia33y! both Montero and )E9uierdo scored out that the abo3ion of privi3e0es en=oyed by the wor


 overthrow the Spanish 0overnment to insta33 a new GhariH in the 3iod is with them coup3ed with handsome promises of rewards such as emp3oyment! wea3th! and ran


The two Spaniards deemed that the event of 1872 was p3anned ear3ier and was thou0ht of it as a bi0 conspiracy amon0 educated 3eaders! mesEos! abo0adi33os or nave 3awyers! residents of Mani3a and Cavite and the nave c3er0y4 They insinuated that the conspirators of Mani3a and Cavite p3anned to 3i9uidate hi0h/ran


'ccordin0 to the accounts of the two! on 2" anuary 1872! the district of Sampa3oc ce3ebrated the feast of the (ir0in of Joreto! unfortunate3y parcipants to the feast ce3ebrated the occasion with the usua3 rewor


%hen the news reached the iron/sted >ov4 )E9uierdo! he readi3y ordered the reinforcement of the Spanish forces in Cavite to 9ue33 the revo3t4 The Grevo3uonH was easi3y crushed when the epected reinforcement from Mani3a did not come ashore4 Ma=or ins0ators inc3udin0 Ser0eant Jamadrid were &M-*;?' were tried by a court/mara3 and were sentenced to die by stran0u3aon4 Patriots 3iov4 )E9uierdo disso3ved the nave re0iments of ar33ery and ordered the creaon of ar33ery force to be composed ec3usive3y of the Peninsu3ares4



&n 17 February 1872 in an a.empt of the Spanish 0overnment and Frai3ocracia to ins33 fear amon0 the Fi3ipinos so that they may never commit such darin0 act a0ain! the >&M-*;?' were eecuted4 This event was tra0ic but served as one of the movin0 forces that shaped F i3ipino naona3ism4



' ;esponse to )n=usceD The Fi3ipino (ersion of the )ncident



 6r4 Trinidad #ermeni0i3do Pardo de Tavera! a Fi3ipino scho3ar and researcher! wrote the Fi3ipino version of the b3oody incident in Cavite4 )n his point of view! the incident was a mere muny by the nave Fi3ipino so3diers and 3aborers of the Cavite arsena3 who turned out to be dissased with the abo3ion of their privi3e0es4 )ndirect3y! Tavera b3amed >ov4 )E9uierdo5s co3d/b3ooded po3icies such as the abo3ion of privi3e0es of the wor


&n 2" anuary 1872! about 2"" men comprised of so3diers! 3aborers of the arsena3! and residents of Cavite headed by Ser0eant Jamadrid rose in arms and assassinated the commandin0 ocer and Spanish ocers in si0ht4 The insur0ents were epecn0 support from the bu3< of the army unfortunate3y! that didn5t happen4 The news about the muny reached authories in Mani3a and >en4 )E9uierdo immediate3y ordered the reinforcement of Spanish troops in Cavite4 'Ker two days! the muny was ocia33y dec3ared subdued4



Tavera be3ieved that the Spanish friars and )E9uierdo used the Cavite Muny as a powerfu3 3ever by ma0nifyin0 it as a fu33/b3own conspiracy invo3vin0 not on3y the nave army but a3so inc3uded residents of Cavite and Mani3a! and more important3y the nave c3er0y to overthrow the S panish 0overnment in the Phi3ippines4 )t is noteworthy that durin0 the me! the Centra3 >overnment in Madrid announced its intenon to deprive the friars of a33 the powers of intervenon in ma.ers of civi3 0overnment and the direcon and mana0ement of educaona3 instuons4 This turnout of events was be3ieved by Tavera! prompted the friars to do somethin0 drasc in their dire sedire to maintain power in the Phi3ippines4



Meanwhi3e! in the intenon of insta33in0 reforms! the Centra3 >overnment of Spain we3comed an educaona3 decree authored by Se0ismundo Moret promoted the fusion of sectarian schoo3s run by the friars into a schoo3 ca33ed Phi3ippine )nstute4 The decree proposed to improve the standard of educaon in the Phi3ippines by re9uirin0 teachin0 posions in such schoo3s to be 33ed by compeve eaminaons4 This improvement was warm3y received by most Fi3ipinos in spite of the nave c3er0y5s Eest for secu3ariEaon4



The friars! fearin0 that their inLuence in the Phi3ippines wou3d be a thin0 of the past! too< advanta0e of the incident and presented it to the Spanish >overnment as a vast conspiracy or0aniEed throu0hout the archipe3a0o with the ob=ect of destroyin0 Spanish soverei0nty4 Tavera sad3y conrmed that the Madrid 0overnment came to be3ieve that the scheme was true without any a.empt to inves0ate the rea3 facts or etent of the a33e0ed Grevo3uonH reported by )E9uierdo and the friars4



 Convicted educated men who parcipated in the muny were sentenced 3ife imprisonment whi3e members of the nave c3er0y headed by the >&M-*;?' were tried and eecuted by 0arrote4 This episode 3eads to the awa


*nrave3in0 the Truth



Considerin0 the four accounts of the 1872 Muny! there were some basic facts that remained to be unvaryin0D First! there was dissasfacon amon0 the woren4 )E9uierdo Second! >en4 )E9uierdo introduced ri0id and strict po3icies that made the Fi3ipinos move and turn away from Spanish 0overnment out of dis0ust Third! the Centra3 >overnment fai3ed to conduct an inves0aon on what tru3y transpired but re3ied on reports of )E9uierdo and the friars and the opinion of the pub3ic Fourth! the happy days of the friars were a3ready numbered in 1872 when the Centra3 >overnment in Spain decided to deprive them of the power to intervene in 0overnment aBairs as we33 as in the direcon and mana0ement of schoo3s prompn0 them to commit franc moves to etend their stay and power FiKh! the Fi3ipino c3er0y members acve3y parcipated in the secu3ariEaon movement in order to a33ow Fi3ipino priests to ta&M-*;?' was a b3under on the part of the Spanish 0overnment! for the acon severed the i33/fee3in0s of the F i3ipinos and the event inspired Fi3ipino patriots to ca33 for reforms and eventua33y independence4 There may be diBerent versions of the event! but one thin0 is certain! the 1872 Cavite Muny paved way for a momentous 1884



The road to independence was rou0h and tou0h to todd3e! many patriots named and unnamed shed their b3oods to a.ain reforms and achieve independence4 12 une 188 may be a 03orious event for us! but we shou3d not for0et that before we came across to victory! our forefathers suBered enou0h4 's ween=oy our freeedom! may we be more historica33y aware of our past to have a be.er future ahead of us4 'nd =ust 3i


 ≠ hundred and forty years a0o! on anuary 2"! 1872! about 2"" Fi3ipino mi3itary personne3 of Fort San Fe3ipe 'rsena3 in Cavite! Phi3ippines! sta0ed a muny which in a way 3ed to the Phi3ippine ;evo3uon in 18:4 The 1872 Cavite Muny was precipitated by the remova3 of 3on0/standin0 persona3 benets to the worovernor >enera3 ;afae3 de )E9uierdo4



 )E9uierdo rep3aced >overnor >enera3 Car3os Maria de 3a Torre some months before in 1871 and immediate3y rescinded Torre5s 3ibera3 measures and imposed his iron/st ru3e4 #e was opposed to any hint of reformist or naona3isc movements in the Phi3ippines4 #e was in oce for 3ess than two years! but he wi33 be remembered for his crue3ty to the Fi3ipinos and the barbaric eecuon of the three martyr/ priests b3amed for the munyD Fathers Mariano >omeE! ose -ur0os! and acinto ?amora! 3ater co33ecve3y ca33ed G>omburEa4H



The muneers were 3ed by S0t4 Fernando Ja Madrid they seiEed the Fort and enera3 Fe3ipe >inoves to recover the Fort4 The besie0ed muny was 9ue33ed! and many muneers inc3udin0 S0t4 Ja Madrid were 


)E9uierdo used the muny to imp3icate >omburEa and other notab3e Fi3ipinos 


%hen the 'rchbishop of Mani3a! ;ev4 Me3iton MarneE! refused to cooperate and defroc< the priests! the Spanish court/mara3 on February 1 went ahead and ma3icious3y found Fathers >omeE! -ur0os! and ?amora 0ui3ty of treason for ins0an0 the Cavite muny4 Two days 3ater! the three priests were put to death by 0arro.e in -a0umbayan! now arrote was a barbaric Spanish method of eecuon in which an iron co33ar was 0htened around the prisoner 5s nec< un3 death occurred4A



Father -ur0os was of Spanish descent! born in the Phi3ippines4 #e was a parish priest of the Mani3a Cathedra3 and had been overnor >enera3 de 3a Torre4 #e was N years o3d at the me and was acve and outspo


Father ?amora! N7! was a3so Spanish! born in the Phi3ippines4 #e was the parish priest of Mari


 Father >omeE was an o3d man in his mid/57"! Chinese/Fi3ipino! born in Cavite4 #e he3d the most senior posion of the three as 'rchbishop5s (icar in Cavite4 #e was tru3y naona3isc and accepted the death pena3ty ca3m3y as thou0h it were his penance for bein0 pro/Fi3ipinos4



The three priests were stripped of the ir a3bs! and with chained hands and feet were brou0ht to their ce33s aKer their sentence4 They received numerous visits from fo3omburEa became a ra33yin0 catchword for the down/trodden Fi3ipinos see


)n the dedicaon pa0e of his second boo


)t is we33 to remember that the seeds of naona3ism that was sown in Cavite b3ossomed to the Phi3ippine ;evo3uon and 3ater to the 6ec3araon of )ndependence by $mi3io '0uina3do which too< p3ace a3so in Cavite4 's for me! the 1872 Cavite Muny bo3stered the stereotypica3 be3ief that CaviteQos were the most coura0eous of my fe33ow Fi3ipinos4



#$ C'()T$ M*T)+, May 7! 2"1: Few events in Phi3ippine history are as important to the e stab3ishment of the Phi3ippines naona3 idenfy as that of the Cavite muny in 18724



  Fi3ipino So3diers 1872 Fi3ipino So3diers 1872



)n the ear3y 18"Rs! the Phi3ippines were s33 under Spanish contro3! and thin0s went awry when the Spanish >overnor/>enera3 @;afae3 de )E9uierdoA introduced a new reforms inc3udin0 a ta of Fi3ipinos servin0 in the 'rmy! re9uirin0 them to pay a ta for their service and force them into 3abour4



)n anuary of 1872! when the so3diers received their pay with the new ta ta


The Phi3ippine so3diers were under the be3ief that they wou3d have support from Mani3a to start an a33 out uprisin0 a0ainst the Spanish @a senment that had fosterin0 for a whi3eA4



&nce word of the uprisin0 in Cavite reached the Spanish in Mani3a! the S panish army 9uicenera3 Fe3ipe >inovs4 The Spanish 3aid sie0e to the captured fort un3 a33 of the muneers surrendered4



&nce the fort was bac< under Spanish contro3! >inovs ordered a33 muneers to be eecuted4 %hen the so3diers were 3ined up! >inovs as


-y 3ate anuary! the Phi3ippine >overnor had sentenced 1 of the muneers to death! with 11 more added a wee< 3ater! but the 3a.er order turned into 3ife imprisonment4



&ver the net month the Spanish were re3ent3ess in the pursuit of roundin0 up any and a33 who were invo3ved in assisn0 the so3diers with their uprisin0! which inc3uded three 3oca3 priests! who were eecuted by 0arrote in 3ate February4



 +o Fi3ipino was a33owed to serve as a priest fo33owin0 the incident! un3 the Phi3ippines independence from Spain in 1884



pa0/aa3sa sa cavite 'n0 Pa0/aa3sU sa Cavite @o Cavite Muny sa )n03esA ay isan0 pa0/aa3sa noon0 1872 n0 umaabot sa 2"" Fi3ipinon0 sunda3o at obrero sa arsena3 sa Cavite4 Mada3ian0 nasu0po n0 pamaha3aan0 VmeE o mas omburEaat an0 


 Pinaniniwa3aan0 na0/u0at an0 pa0/aa3sa sa pa0papataw ni >obernador/#enera3 ;afae3 de )E9uierdo n0 persona3 na buwis sa m0a inoves an0 3umusob sa moo0 n0 San Fe3ipe4 Sumuinoves4



Pa0inamit iton0 dahi3an n0 pamaha3aan0 omburEa4 Pa0
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