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								    				    Music Of Korea Korea is rich in musical culture;folk songs, religious music, court music and shamman rituals. Its music is distinctive despite the tremendous influences from China. Stringed, wood and brass instruments have important role in Korean society, from court sessions to military proceedings. The traditional music represents a world of captivating rhythms and melodies whose sounds draw listeners like a breath. Korean traditional music can be divided into two major categories: 1. Chong-ak which means a music for the ruling class 2. Sog-ak which means a music for the common people Korean folk music contains many different genres, each with cultural significance. All forms maintains a set of rhythms called Jangdan. It is a loosely defined set of melodic modes owing to diverse instruments, while even drums were eligible to demonstrate variety of rhythmic cycles. Under the folk music/sog-ak we have; Pansori, Pungmul, Jeong-ak, Nong-ak Pansori Similar to Opera, it is a lengthy vocal and percussive music. There is traditionally one singer and one drummer. There also be a narrator at times, telling the story. Pungmul A Korean folk music tradition that includes drumming, dancing, and singing. Most performances are outside, with dozens of players, all in constant motion. It focusses heavily on percussion and accompanied by dancers. Jeongak Jeongak Or Chongak means literally "right or proper music", and its tradition includes both instrumental and vocal music, which were cultivated mainly by the literate upper-class of the Joseon society. Nongak Nongak refers to "farmers' music" and represents an important musical genre which has been developed mainly by peasants in the agricultural society of Korea. Various instrumentation; dancers use a number of formation changes and often plays an instrument as well as dance. Korean Court Music Korean court music refers to the music developed in the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1905). Very little is known about the court music of earlier Korean kingdoms and dynasties. It was partly modeled on the court music of China, known as yayue. Korean court music also has similarities with the court music of Japan, known as gagaku.



 There are 3 kinds of court music; A-ak, dang-ak or tang-ak and hyang-ak. A-ak Aak is considered a special type of court music in specific ritual ceremonies at very rare concerts. Confucius used this term to distinguish elegant and beneficial music from the melodies without harmony. It means “elegant music”. Dang-ak Dang-ak refers to the music which came from the Tang dynasty. Also similar to a-ak. It was imported from China and then modified for performance in Korean courts, unlike the native Hyangak music. Dangak (syllables: dang-ak) is a genre of traditional Korean court music. The name means "Tang music," and the style was first adapted from Tang Dynasty Chinese music during the Unified Silla period in the late first millennium. It was continued through the Goryeo (918-1392) and Joseon (1392-1910) dynasties, when, along with hyangak and aak it was one of the three approved genres of court music. Dangak performances were accompanied by Tang-style dances known as dangak jeongjae. Hyang-ak Hyang-ak literally means The local music or Music native to Korea of which example is Sujecheon, a piece of instrumental music as old as 1,300 years. Performed with string ensemble, with woodwinds similar to oboe called piri. It is often accompanied by traditional folk dances of Korea, known as hyangak jeongjae. These dances are performed in front of audiences—as opposed to the square dance more familiar to Westerners, which is primarily for the participants' enjoyment. Traditional Musical Instruments Korean music has cultivated an impressive collection of musical instruments, each with a unique voice expressing the soul of the nation. There are about 60 traditional instruments in Korea. Some have local origins and date back as far as the 4th century; while others were adapted in Korea after having been introduced to Korea from the West or China. There are 3 categories of traditional music instruments; string, woodwind and percussion. Stringed Instruments Haegum This is a two stringed fiddle without a fingerboard is held on the left knee and played vertically with a bow. The tone quality is nasal and the sound is penetrating. The instrument is always found in Korea’s court music and folk music. Ajaeng It is a wide zither with strings made of twisted silk, played by means of a slender stick made of forsythia wood, which is scraped against the strings in the manner of a bow. It is generally played while seated on the floor. It has a deep tone similar to that of a cello, but more raspy.



 Kayageum or gagaeum Compared with Japanese Koto, the kayagum should be placed on the lap of its player and its tail on the floor. Played with bared fingers. Traditionally the kayagum had only 12 strings but modern versions can include up to 25 strings. Yanggeum A traditional Korean string instrument. It is a hammered dulcimer. Unlike other traditional Korean instruments (most of which have silk strings), the yanggeum has metal strings. It is played by striking the strings with a bamboo stick. Woodwind instruments Senap A copper made trumpet attached to wooden tube. Senap distinguished itself from the other instruments in its volume. Senap is also called Tae Pyong So or Nal Ra Ri. Daegum Also spelled taegum, daegum or taegŭm is a large bamboo transverse flute used in traditional Korean music. It has a buzzing membrane that gives it a special timbre. It is used in court, aristocratic, and folk music, as well as in contemporary classical music, popular music, and film scores. Piri The piri is a Korean double reed instrument, used in both the folk and classical (court) music of Korea. It is made of bamboo. Its large reed and cylindrical bore gives it a sound mellower than that of many other types of oboe. Saenghwang A Korean wind instrument. It is a free reed mouth organ derived from (and quite similar to) the Chinese sheng, though its tuning is different. Percussion Instruments Changgo or Janggu An hour glass shaped. Made of a wooden tube with its two sides covered by leather. The two heads produce sounds of different pitch and timbre, which when played together are believed to represent the harmony of man and woman. It is played using yeolchae on the right hand high pitch area and uses the bare hand on the low pitch area.



 Buk The buk is a traditional Korean drum. While the term buk is a native Korean word used as a generic term meaning "drum" (the Sino-Korean word being go), it is most often used to refer to a shallow barrel-shaped drum, with a round wooden body that is covered on both ends with animal skin. Kkwaenggwari The kkwaenggwari is a small flat gong used primarily in folk music of Korea. It is made of brass and is played with a hard stick. It produces a distinctively high-pitched, metallic tone that breaks into a cymbal-like crashing timbre when struck forcefully. Alternate name is swe. Pyeonjong ͡ ŋ]) is an ancient Chinese musical instrument consisting of a set of bronze bells, Bianzhong (pronounced [pi̯ɛ́n tʂʊ́ played melodically. Several sets of bianzhong were imported to the Korean court during the Song Dynasty. -The EndAMDG!
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