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								    				    Music Facts—Band 1. Rhythm and Note Parts 1 2 3 4 5 6 7



Beat or Count—the rhythmic pulse of music. In band, we show the pulse ( or beats) by tapping our foot. We can say or count the rhythm by giving each note or rest a number or syllable. Duration—the number of beats or counts that a note or rest lasts Notation—the way in which music is written down, usually on a staff, indicating specific pitches and the duration of each pitch or rest. Rhythm—the notation (or written form) of sound and silence using notes a nd rests Note—a symbol which shows the duration of the sound and the pitch of the sound Rest—a symbol which shows the duration of silence between notes Note head—the oval shaped part of a note



8



Stem—the vertical line attached to the right or left side of the note head



9



Flag—a flag-shaped symbol attached to the right side of a stem which changes the duration of a note



10



Stem direction rule—if the note head is on or above the third line of the staff, the stem goes down and is attached to the left side. If the note head is below the third line, the stem goes up and is attached to the right side.



3rd line



2. Basic Notes and Counting 11



Line notes—notes whose note heads circle a line in the staff 



12



Space notes—notes whose note heads are between 2 lines in the staff 



13



Whole note—4 counts of sound Counting: 1 - - - (wuh-uh-uh-un) (wuh-uh-uh-un) Whole rest—one complete measure of silence Counting: R - - - (reh-eh-eh-est)



14



15



Half note—2 counts of sound Counting: 1 -, or 2 -, or 3 – (wuh-un, or too-ooh, or three-ee)



16



Half rest—2 counts of silence Counting: R – (reh-est)
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 17



Quarter note—1 count of sound Counting: 1, or 2, or 3, or 4 (one, or two, or three or four)



18



Quarter rest—1 count of silence Counting: R (rest)



19



Dotted half note—3 counts of sound Counting: 1 - -, or 2 - - (wuh-uh-un, or too-ooooh)



20 21



Te (pronounced TAY)—the syllable for the second half of a count, or the off beat Dotted quarter note—1 ½ counts of sound Counting: 1 -, or 3 – (wuh-un, or three-ee)



22



Eighth note—1/2 count of sound Counting: note on the beat—1, or 2, or 3, or 4; note off the beat—te (pronounced tay)



23



Eighth rest—1/2 count of silence Counting: r (rest)



24



Eighth notes—2 or more eighth notes beamed together. 2 eighth notes equal 1 count. Counting: note on the beat—1, or 2, or 3, or 4; note off the beat—te (pronounced tay)



25



Sixteenth notes—1/4 count of sound. 4 sixteenth notes equal 1 count. Counting: 1 ta te ta, or 2 ta te ta, or 3 ta te ta, or  4 ta te ta (pronounced tah tay tah)
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 3. Staff Symbols 26 Staff—the five lines and four spaces on which music is written. The lines and spaces are numbered from the bottom to the top.



27



Bar line—a vertical line which divides the staff  into measures



28



Measure—the space between 2 bar lines



29



Double bar line—a thin line and a thick line which shows the end of a piece of music



30



Repeat—two dots placed before a double bar line, which mean to go back without stopping to the beginning or to an interior repeat and play again



31



Treble clef—the clef sign used for the staff on which notes for higher sounding pitches are written, also called G clef because it circles the G line



32



Bass clef—the clef sign used for the staff on which notes for lower sounding pitches are written, also called F clef because the 2 dots are on either side of the F line Ledger—a short line above or below the staff  used to write notes higher or lower than the notes in the staff 



33



34



Interior repeat—repeat the music enclosed by the repeat signs



35



Multiple measure rest—more than one measure of rest, the number tells you how many measures to rest
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 4. Meter and Time Signatures 36 Meter—the grouping of accented and unaccented beats in 37



a pattern of two (ONE, two, ONE, two) or three (ONE, two, three, ONE, two, three) or combinations of two and three, which gives organization, consistency and flow to the music. Time or Meter Signature—a Signature—a symbol usually consisting consisting of two numbers. The top number tells how many counts or beats are in a measure, and the bottom number tells what kind of note gets one beat or count.



38 4 beats per measure



6 beats per measure



Quarter note gets one beat



Eighth note gets one beat



2 beats per measure



2 beats per measure



Quarter note gets one beat



Half note gets one beat



3 beats per measure Quarter note gets one beat



4 beats per measure Quarter note gets one beat



Common time—the same as 4/4



2 beats per measure Half note gets one beat



Cut time—the same as 2/2



5. Pitch, Musical Alphabet, Line and Space Names 39 Pitch—the highness or lowness of musical sound. Pitch is notated by the placement of the note 40



41



head on the lines and a nd spaces of the staff. Notes on the lower lines a nd spaces of the staff  sound lower in pitch than notes on the higher lines and spaces. Musical alphabet—the first 7 letters of the alphabet (ABCDEFG) which are given to the lines and spaces of the music staff on which notes are written. Also used as the letter names of  notes. Treble Clef line note names—from the bottom to the top are E G B D F. F. Memory sentence: Every Good Boy Does Fine



42



Bass Clef line note names—from the bottom to the top are G B D F A. A. Memory sentence: Great Big Dogs Fight Animals



43



Treble Clef space note names—from the bottom to the top are F A C E. E. Memory sentence: Fat Albert Can Eat or spell the word FACE Bass Clef space note names—from the bottom to the top are A C E G . Memory sentence: All Cars Eat Gas



44
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 6. Articulation 45 Articulation—the use of the tongue and airflow to start and stop the sound of a note 46 47



48



49



Tonguing—the placement and movement of the tongue tongue on the roof of the mouth or or on the tip of the reed which starts the airflow which produces the sound on wind instruments Accent—a Accent—a symbol placed above or below the note head which means to play the note with more emphasis or stress Tie—a curved line connecting 2 or more notes of  the same pitch. The note values are added together and the notes are played as one note. In band, only the first note under a tie is tongued. Slur—a curved line connecting 2 or more notes of different pitch. In band, only the first note under a slur is tongued.



7. Accidentals 50 Accidentals—music symbols which alter the pitch of a note. They include 51



flat, sharp, and



natural. Flat—a symbol that lowers the pitch of a note by one half step. The flat sign is placed to the left of a note and to the right of the letter name.



52



Sharp—a symbol that raises the pitch of a note by one half step. The sharp sign is placed to the left of a note and to the right of the letter name.



53



Natural—a symbol that cancels the effect of a flat or sharp. The natural sign is placed to the left of a note and to the right of the letter name.
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 8. Key Signatures signature—sharps or flats placed pl aced at the beginning of 54 Key signature—sharps 55



56



a composition or line to tell which notes to play with sharps or flats flat s throughout the music and to show the scale on which the music is based. Key of C—no flats or sharps



Flat key names—memorize Key of F (one flat—Bb) All other flat keys: find the next to last flat from the right.



Eb



Bb



57



Ab



Sharp key names—find the last sharp and go up one letter name



F#
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C#



D



G#



A



D#



E
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 9. Playing Direction 58 First and second endings—play through the first ending and repeat; second time through skip the first ending and play the second ending



2nd time



1st time



59



Measure repeat—repeat the preceding measure



60



Fine (pronounced fee-nay)—a music term which shows the end of a piece of music; from the Italian word meaning finish Da Capo (pronounced dah caw-po)—a music term which means to go back to the beginning of a piece of music and play again; from the Italian phrase meaning to the head



61



Fine



10. Dynamics 62 Dynamics—terms and symbols which tell how loud or soft to play 63



Pianissimo—very Pianissimo—very soft volume



64



Piano—soft volume



65



Mezzo Piano—medium soft volume



66



Mezzo forte—medium loud volume



67



Forte—loud volume



68



Fortissimo—very Fortissimo—very loud volume



69



Sforzando—very Sforzando—very loud and accented



70



Crescendo—gradually Crescendo—gradually increasing volume cresc.



71



Decrescendo or Diminuendo—gradually decreasing in volume
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 11. Tempo 72 Fermata—a symbol which means to hold a note or  rest longer than its time value



73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81



Tempo—the speed or pace of music Lento—very slow tempo Adagio (ah-dahj-ee-oh)—slow tempo Maestoso (my-stoh-soh)—moderately (my-stoh-soh)—moderately slow, majestic tempo Andante (ahn-dahn-tay)—walking tempo Moderato (mod-uh-rah-toe)—moderate (mod-uh-rah-toe)—moderate tempo Allegro (ah-lay-gro)—lively tempo Presto—fast tempo Vivace (vee-vah-chay)—very fast



12. Voice Parts and Number of Parts 82 Soprano—the highest female voice 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90



Alto—the lowest female voice Tenor—the highest male voice Bass—the lowest male singing voice Duet—two different musical lines played or sung together as one composition Solo—music sung or played by one performer who is called a soloist Trio—a composition with 3 parts sung or played pl ayed together Unison—two or more parts performing the same pitches or melody at the same time Soli—music played by one section of the same instrument



13. Melody and Harmony 91 Melody—a succession or pattern of notes forming a musical line; considered the most 92 93 94



important part Harmony—two Harmony—two or more pitches played together which result in a pleasant musical sound Chord—three or more different tones or pitches played or sung at the same time Accompaniment—music Accompaniment—music that goes along with a more important part; often harmony or  rhythmic patterns accompanying a melody. melody.



14. Elements of Music 95 Pitch—the highness or lowness of a particular note (see also 96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103



#39)



Rhythm—beats per measure (see also #4) Harmony—two Harmony—two or more tones sounding together (see also #92) Dynamics—varying Dynamics—varying degrees of loud and soft (see also #62) Timbre—quality of sound that distinguishes one instrument, voice, or other sound source from another Texture—number of sounds occurring at the same time Form—the organization of a musical composition by its use of repetition (things that are repeated), contrast (things that are different), and variation (small changes to the original) Tempo—speed or pace of music (see also #73) Melody—a succession or pattern of musical tones or pitches (see also #90)
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 15. Other Terms and Symbols Capo al Fine (back to the beginning, play play to the Fine) 10 Al—to For example: Da Capo 4 105 106



107



108 109 110 111 112 113 114 115 116 117 118 119



Embouchure (ahm’-bah-shure)—the position of your mouth on the mouthpiece and/or reed of  a wind instrument Breath mark—quickly breathe and continue playing Pick-up or Anacrusis—one or more notes at the beginning of a musical phrase in a n incomplete measure. The beats for the pick-up notes are taken from the last measure. Phrase—a complete musical thought. Phrases are played in one breath on wind instruments. Phrasing—dividing musical sentences into melodic and/or rhythmic sections, similar to punctuation in language. Acoustics—the science of sound generation Aural—relating to the sense of hearing or listening Body Percussion—sounds Percussion—sounds produced by the use of the body: clap, tap, snap, slap, tap, stomp, whistle, etc. Concert—a musical performance for an audience, requiring the cooperation of several musicians Conductor—director Conductor—director of an orchestra or chorus Cue—a signal given by the director of a performing group to begin the music Folk music—music of a particular people, nation, or region, originally transmitted orally. orally. Used to accompany manual work or for rituals. MIDI—an acronym for Musical Instrument Digital Interface. Standard specifications that let electronic instruments communicate together and with computers. Repertoire—a variety of musical pieces Style—the distinctive or characteristic manner in which the elements of music are treated



16. Instrument Families Woodwinds—flute, clarinet, oboe, 12 Woodwinds—flute, 0 121 122 123 124



bassoon, saxophone



Brass—trumpet, French horn, trombone, baritone, tuba Strings—violin, viola, cello, string bass, guitar, guitar, banjo Percussion—snare Percussion—snare drum, bass drum, cymbals, timpani, triangle, tambourine, wood block, bells, or any instrument that makes a sound by being struck or hit Winds—any instrument that uses air to make the sound (woodwinds and brasses)



17. Scale, Interval, Tonality 12 Scale—a series of pitches in ascending or descending sequence. The notes of t he scale are used to compose melody and harmony. 5 126 127 128 129 130 131



Interval—the distance between 2 notes or pitches Tonality—the key or tone center of a piece of music Major key or tonality—uses the notes of the major scale. Has a happy, happy, joyous sound. Minor key or tonality—uses the notes of the minor scale. Has a sad, unhappy sound. Dissonance—harsh, Dissonance—harsh, uncomfortable sounds Consonance—comfortable, Consonance—comfortable, pleasing sounds



Revised 02/09/08



9



 18. Intervals and Enharmonics 13 Interval—the distance between 2 notes or pitches 2 13 3



Naming Intervals—count all the letter names between 2 pitches or notes. For example: C-F (C, D, E, F) is called a fourth because there are 4 letter names. Alternatively, Alternatively, if you are finding the name of an interval in notated music, count the number of lines and spaces beginning with the first note and ending with the last note.



13 4 13 5



Chromatic—pitches one half step apart which use different notes with the same letter name changed by an accidental. For example: C and C#, A and Ab Half step—the smallest interval between notes. Notated by adding a sharp when ascending and a flat when descending. Exceptions are E-F and B-C, which are already a half step apart in pitch. Enharmonic—two notes written differently that sound and are fingered the same



13 6 13 7



Enharmonic rule—T rule—To find the enharmonic name of a flat note, go back one letter name and add a sharp (Bb=A#). To To find the enharmonic name of a sharp note, go forward one letter name and add a flat (C#=Db). Exceptions: B#=C, Cb=B, E#=F, Fb=E



19. Composition 13 Composer—a person who writes music 8 13 9 14 0 14 1 14 2 14 3 14 4 14 5 14 6 14 7 148 149 150



Composition—the completed arrangement of music Ballad—a song which tells a narrative or story Chorus—the repetitive part of a song that occurs between verses Call and response—a song style that follows a question and answer pattern where a soloist leads and a group responds Movement—the divisions or sections of a musical composition Round—a song imitated at the same pitch by a second (or third) group of singers who begin at a designated time during the song (Row, Row, Row Your Boat) Score—a notation showing all the parts of a musical composition Two-part songs—songs written for performance by two distinct voices Genre—a category of musical composition, such as symphony, symphony, opera, string quartet, cantata, concerto, etc. Polyphony— poly —many, —many, phony —sounds. —sounds. Two Two or more melodic sounds sounding at the same time Counterpoint--melodic Counterpoint--melodic lines imitated at different intervals at designated times in a piece of  music. Like a complex round. Homophonic—a melody with chords for accompaniment
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 20. Musical Periods of Western Culture 15 Renaissance (1400-1600)—Golden Age of Polyphony (see #147). Vocal music was more important (dominant). Music was was performed in the church church and for the upper classes. classes. More use 1 of major/minor tonality (see #127, 128). Major Composers: Josquin des Prez, Giovanni 15 2



15 3



15 4



15 5



15 6



Palestrina, Giovanni Gabrieli Baroque (1600-1750)—Popular (secular) music is more in style (predominant) over church (sacred) music. Complex (elaborate) design in music, painting and architecture. Polyphony Polyphony (see #147) and counterpoint (see #148) were still the most important textures, but homophonic texture (see #149) was becoming more important. New instrumental forms (solo, sonata, concerto, overture, etc.) and vocal forms (aria, recitative, opera, oratorio, cantata, etc.) were developed. Major Composers: Johann Sebastian Bach, George Frideric Handel, Antonio Vivaldi Classical (1750-1820)—Age of Enlightenment (Reason). Music became more objective and restrained (less influenced by emotions) and had a clear form (see #100) of short regular phrases (see #107). Instrumental music became more popular than vocal music. More use of  dynamics (see #61). Dissonance (see #129) is resolved to consonance (see #130). Major Composers: Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Franz Joseph Haydn, Ludwig van Beethoven Romantic (1820-1900)—Music became more exciting through the use of many dynamics (see #61), new and different chords (see #91), and more use of dissonance (see #129) that didn’t always resolve to consonance (see #130). Program music (music that tries to tell a story or bring out an emotion) was at its highest level of popularity. Major Composers: Composers: Johannes Brahms, Richard Wagner, Franz Schubert, Robert Schumann, Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky Impressionism (1880-1918)—a style of music mostly from France. Composers experimented with new sounds and effects for instruments and voices, and new combinations of scales and rhythms. This music was similar to the artwork of the ti me in its “feeling” of lightness and exoticism (excitingly different or strange). Major Composers: Claude Debussy, Debussy, Maurice Ravel Contemporary (1900-present)—There (1900-present)—There are many different trends and styles of music all happening at the same time. These include American Jazz/Blues, music for television, film, and Broadway, and popular music. Major Composers: Igor Stravinsky, Aaron Copland, Duke Ellington
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 21. Basic Conducting Patterns 15 Four Beat Pattern—down, left, right, up or floor, wall, wall, ceiling. 7



15 8



Three Beat Pattern—down, right, up or floor, wall, ceiling.



15 9



Two Beat Pattern—down, up or floor, ceiling



22. Musical Cultures and Styles music—developed from the Middle Ages to the present in Europe and 16 European or Western music—developed spread to the countries colonized by Europeans; such as North America a nd Australia. Western Western 0 music is generally tonal, based on major or minor scales, using equal temperament tuning, in an easy-to-recognize meter, meter, with straightforward straightforward rhythms, fairly strict rules on harmony and counterpoint, and not much improvisation. It is generally performed on symphonic string, wind, and percussion instruments. 16 Native American Music—many different traditions developed by many different tribes across 1 North and South America. Most of these traditions share a common emphasis on singing and dancing, accompanied by instruments such as drums, rattles, and flutes all made from readily available natural resources. 16 African American Music—based on musical traditions, including call and response and 2 A polyrhythm, brought by the Africans into slavery. slavery. This rich cultural tradition has developed into many of the important musical styles of today, today, including spirituals, gospel, blues, jazz, swing, be-bop, rock and roll, rhythm and blues, funk, rap and hip-hop. 16 Hispanic Music—standard major and minor scales with syncopated Latin rhythms. Instruments 3 H used in Mariachi bands include: guitars, violins, trumpets, and Latin percussion. 16 4



Asian Music—a combination of oriental and pentatonic scales using instruments of ancient origin, such as chimes, drums, and koto.
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