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Pushing alternative sources of Energy Did you know some analysts say that 'Peak oil', the point when global oil production reaches its maximum level, has already occurred? Since the earlier medieval centuries the people had lived using sources of energy provided by nature; Starting with wood, coal, and now with the burning of fossil fuels. We realized this type of energy is not going to last forever, besides it is really unhealthy for the Earth. The end of the fossil fuel era is close but a new hero is coming: alternative energy. It is written that civilizations from the year 1250 were so good and depending at deforestation that they were running out of wood. It was needed to stay warm in winter and used for cooking. They were at the edge of a disaster but then the coal came as a new form of energy. The same happened with it so as the whale oil used for lubrication and fuel lamps. Now in the twenty one century we are observing the same that has happened years and years ago, the end of the fossil fuels is near and we need again a new way of getting energy. But why do we burn fossil fuels? Well certainly, because most of the things we use in our daily life require ENERGY. We need fossil fuel to make gas for cars, and electricity for our houses and factories. According to a chart from 2007 made by US Energy Information Agency (EIA) the US relied on fossil fuels to supply about 85% of its energy needs, furthermore they are so dependant that they use 24% of the world ’s oil production although they only have 1.5% of the production. We burn fossil fuel because it is very effective on making this, in addition that it’s really easy to transport. However the burn of  fossil fuels conduces to the production of carbon dioxide; In other words, we are polluting



 our own planet and trapping the heat that reaches the earth from the sun, which causes the greenhouse effect; moreover it produces in extreme cases acid rain. As a result of all this problems the world needs a new source of energy, but not simple energy, the world needs clean energy therefore the term “alternative sources of energy” has taken a new meaning; it’s not only a new way of getting energy, it is involved in the significance a future sight of  the Earth trying to hit the harms or changes it will take if we decided to use it. According to the Oxford Dictionary, alternative energy is “energy fuelled in ways that do not use up natural resources or harm the environment” Most common types of alternative sources of energy include solar, wind, tidal, hydrogen and thermal energy. Solar energy comes obviously from the sun and is converted into other usable energy like electricity through mirrors or solar panels, their more common uses for this type of electricity are heating, cooling or lighting. There is no way that solar electricity pollutes the earth. Wind energy uses the energy of moving air to produce electricity; three blades are mounted on a rotor, the blades move thanks to the force of the air and the rotor produces electricity, at the end all this energy goes to a power plant. The best thing is that it can be harnessed and controlled. Tidal energy uses the force of the movement of water, as the water flows downstream it can move a rotor or turbine and produce electricity. Tidal energy also produces no harm to the environment. Hydrogen is used as clean fuel for vehicles and Airplanes. The unique emission that Hydrogen produces is water that means also no harm to the environment. Thermal or Geothermal energy uses energy stored in the earth, like hot springs, for heating buildings and in the



production of electricity.



Geothermal energy is also harmless to the earth. All of these types of energy share a very important characteristic: they are renewable. These types of energy in contrast with all of 



 the ancient sources are very clean. The process of producing energy from coal, or fossil fuel requires complex equipment and chemical processes. In sum if fossil fuels are very bad for the environment and really exp ensive why don’t we change to alternative energy if we already know that we can produce it and it is renewable? Eventhough scientists had made a lot of research; the production of renewable energy is more expensive than producing fossil fuels(Nessa,2005). Also they have problems due to the lack of needed technology. There are also doubts due to the efficiency of these new types of energy and the insufficiency of awareness about the systems. Now that we know that fossil fuels are not going to supply our needs, we have to start thinking out of the box in new ways of doing things, this has happened to ancient civilizations and we just have to realized the change and adopt it. If we don’t switch to alternative energy we will finish all the fossil fuels on the earth and that will be a big problem. Sooner or later, we have to change.
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