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Freytag's Pyramid



1. Exposition



1. Exposition: setting the scene. The writer introduces the characters and setting, providing description and The Titanic prepares to leave England for America with Jack and  background. Rose on-board. 2. Inciting Incident: something happens to begin the 2. Inciting Incident action. A single event usually signals the be ginning of the main conflict. The inciting incident is sometimes Jack stops Rose from committing suicide. called 'the complication'. 3. Rising Action



3. Rising Action: the story builds and gets more exciting. Rose's mother, her fiance, Cal, and Cal's bodyguard try to keep Jack away from Rose as the two begin be gin to fall in love. The ship hits an a4.n Climax: the moment of greatest tension in a story. iceberg. This is often the most exciting event. It is the event that the rising action builds up to and that the falling 4. Climax action follows. The Titanic splits in two and sinks.



5. Falling Action: events happen as a result of the climax and we know that the story will soon end.



5. Falling Action



Jack, Rose and the other passengers wait for lifeboats.



6. Resolution: the character solves the main  problem/conflict or someone solves it for him or her.



7. Dénouement: (a French term, pronounced: daynoo-moh) the noo-moh) the ending. At this point, any remaining Rose is rescued and gives her he r name as Rose Dawson. As a result, secrets, Cal questions or mysteries which remain after the never finds her again. resolution are solved by the characters or ex plained by the author. Sometimes the author leaves us to think about the THEME or future possibilities for the 7. Dénouement characters. Elderly Rose drops the necklace into the sea and visualizes Jack as You can think of the dénouement as the opposite of she dies peacefully. the exposition: instead of getting ready to tell us the story by introducing the setting and characters, the Sometimes life is not simple. Stories are not always author is getting ready to end it with a final explanation of what actually happened and how the easy to understand, either. Gustav Freytag was a characters think or feel about it. This can be the most  Nineteenth Century German novelist who saw difficult part of the plot to identify, as it is often very common patterns in the plots of stories and novels and closely tied to the resolution. developed a diagram to analyze them. He diagrammed a story's plot using a pyramid like the one shown here: 6. Resolution



 Backstory



A backstory, background story, backstory or background is a set of events invented for a  plot, presented as preceding and leading up to that  plot. It is a literary device of a narrative history all chronologically earlier than the narrative of primary interest. Generally, it is the history of characters or other [which?] elements  that underlie the situation existing at the main narrative's start. Even a purely historical [1][2] work selectively reveals backstory to the audience. Contents



character's memory plays a role for conveying  backstory, as it allows a fiction-writer to bring forth information from earlier in the story or from before the  beginning of the story. Although recollection is not widely recognized as a distinct fiction-writing mode, the use of recollection is commonly used b y authors of fiction. For example, Orson Scott Card observes that "If it's a memory the character could have called to mind at any  point, having her think about it just in time to make a key decision may seem like an implausible coincidence . . . ." Furthermore, "If the memory is going to prompt a present decision, then the memory [3] in turn must have been prompted by a recent event."



[hide] 



1 Usage







2 Recollection







3 Shared universe



A Couple of D efi ni tions







4 See also



Before we talk about the differences, we need a couple



5 References Usage[edit]



of definitions. Some people define backstory as







As a literary device backstory is often employed to lend depth or believability to the main story. The dramatic revelation of secrets from the backstory, [example as a useful technique for developing a story, needed ]  was recognized as far back as Aristotle, in Poetics. Backstories are usually revealed, partially or in full, chronologically or otherwise, as the main narrative unfolds. However, a story creator may also c reate  portions of a backstory or even an entire backstory that is solely for their own use in writing the main story [examples needed ] and is never revealed in the main story. Backstory may be revealed by various means, including flashbacks, dialogue, direct narration, summary, recollection, and exposition. It may eventually be published as a story in its own right [example needed ] in aprequel.  The original Star Wars movie and its first two sequels (George Lucas)' are examples of a work with a preconceived backstory, which was later released as the "prequel" second set of three movies. Recollection[edit] Recollection is the fiction-writing mode whereby a character calls something to mind, or remembers it. A



Flashback



narrative interjected into a story that tells what happened before the current action. That definition makes it sound an awful lot like flashback . That isn’t very helpful for our purposes. I prefer the MerriamWebster definitions: backstory a story that tells what led up to the main story or plot (as of a film) flashback 



interruption of chronological sequence (as in a film or literary work) by interjection of events of earlier occurrence; also : an instance of flashback What Th ey Are



Look at those definitions carefully. Backstory is another story that tells about things that happened  before the current story. Flashback  is an interruption in the chronological sequence. Unlike backstory, flashback  is part of our current story. To say that any narrative telling of events be fore the current action is backstory is to assume that a story must be in the correct chronological order. Such is not



 the case. Both have already occurred, but one is from



 Notice the difference in what the second paragraph



another story and the other is part of our current story.



does to this segment of a story. In the first example,



What that means for us is that if we find ourselves



we jump completely out of the story into a story that



reaching back into events that have nothing to do with



we could easily delete without doing any harm to the



our current story then it is backstory. But if what we



story. But in the second, the middle paragraph gives us



are writing is still part of the current story but it



more insight into this budding relationship between



happened previously then it is flashback . In terms of



two characters. When even understand why she moved



what we should and should not do, we should stick to



her cart out of the way.



one story and not try to tell more than one story at the same time. An Example



Clear as mud? Yeah, that’s what I thought. Let’s look at a couple of examples. The first is of backstory: When I woke on Saturday morning, I was starving and the refrigerator was bare. I hopped in the car and drove to the store. I had just gotten inside when I saw her, the lady of my dreams. I started shopping at this store ten years ago. I had just moved to town and I didn't know where anything was, so I drove around town until I found a grocery store. I went in and liked it, so I've been shopping here ever



Conclusion



Keep in mind that we have to scale the example up when talking about a novel. Instead of a paragraph of backstory or flashback , written in narrative form, we could be talking about chapters of backstory or flashback , written in extensive dialogue. But the principles are the same. Backstory tends to pull us out of a story into another and usually can as well as should be deleted. Flashback  stays within the current story and is a way of telling the story out of chronological order. Because it is part of the story and an important piece of the story, it adds value to the story, giving us a  better understanding of why the characters are doing what they are doing.



since. The lady smiled at me and quickly moved her cart out of the way, when I said hello. It was a sad sort of smile and I wondered what could possibly be behind that expression. We broke eye contact and we went on about our business. The second is of flashback: When I woke on Saturday morning, I was starving and the refrigerator was bare. I hopped in the car and drove to the store. I had just gotten inside when I saw her, the lady of my dreams. The first time I saw her, it was also at this store. I was looking for coffee and she was looking for creamer, when I slammed my cart into hers. I apologized, of course, but I sometimes wonder if she'll ever thing of



Foreshadowing



Foreshadowing in The Iliad The Greeks were great fans of using foreshadowing, especially prophecies, in their works and myths. This can be seen in Homer's epic poem "The Iliad". In the  beginning of the epic, when Patroclus returns to battle, this in turn foreshadows Achilles' return to battle. Further along, when Hector taunts Patroclus and then  proceeds to desecrate his body, this foreshadows his own corpse being mutilated by Achilles. In another scene, when Hector leaves Andromache to return to  battle, her handmaidens mourn for him as if he was already dead. Furthermore, Achilles' own comments foreshadow his eventual death. For instance, he tells Thetis in Book 1: "though I am short-lived".



me as someone other than the guy who can't push a cart. The lady smiled at me and quickly moved her cart out of the way, when I said hello. It was a sad sort of smile and I wondered what could possibly be behind that expression. We broke eye contact and we went on about our business.



More obvious instances of foreshadowing occur in the  prophecies told by different characters: For example, the horse telling Achilles he will die by "a god and a man" in Book 19. He later says that the God will be Apollo in Book 21. When Hector dies he prophesizes that the man will be Paris and the God will be Apollo in Book 22, which is exactly how the story unfolds.



 Frame story



An example of a frame story might involve a writer developing a main character or  narrator who begins to tell a story about himself in the present. This cha racter will often address the readers directly, or otherwise make reference that his or her role is one of storytelling, not necessarily one of action in the story. Once this narrator or character has been introduced, he or she will generally begin to tell another story, thereby essentially inviting the reader to come alo ng with him or her on this narrative journey. The frame story structure may allow the writer to give a reade r context for the main story before launching into it. Another notable example of this approach can be seen in the 2008 film Slumdog Millionaire (adapted from the 2005 novel Q and A), about a poor street kid Jamal coming close to winning Kaun Banega Crorepati (the Indian version of Who Wants to Be a Millionaire?) and then being suspected of cheating. Most of the story is narrated at a police station by Jamal, who narrates how he knew the answers to the questions as the show is  played back on video. The show itself then serves as another framing device, as Jamal sees flashbacks o f his  past as each question is asked. The last portion of the film then unfolds without any narrator. Flashforward Let us look at some famous examples of flash-forward in literature below: 1. Flash-forward is essentially a postmodern narrative device but there are a few examples in early literature.



Charles Dickens’ “Christmas Carol” depicts Scrooge



in a graveyard. He weeps on his own grave and asks the ghost of Christmas to give him a chance to change himself and he wakes up to find that it is the Christmas morning. Scrooge repents and becomes kind and generous. Cliff hanger 1. Cliffhanger has its roots in ancient oriental literature. One example is in the collection of stories known as “One Thousand and One Nights”. The king “Shehreyar” orders her queen “Scheherzade” to be hanged. She devises a plan to tell a story to the king every night and ending that story with a cliffhanger. The king postponed the order of execution every morning to hear the rest of the story. Plot twist [4]



An early example of the murder mystery genre with [5] multiple twists was the Arabian Nights tale "The Three Apples". It begins with a fisherman discovering a locked chest. The first twist occurs when the chest is  broken open and the dead body is found inside. The initial search for the murderer fails, and a twist occurs when two men appear, separately claiming to be the murderer. A complex chain of events finally reveal the murderer to be the investigator's own slave. Surprise ending[edit] A surprise ending is a plot twist occurring near or at the conclusion of a story: an unexpected conclusion to a work of  fiction that causes the audience to reevaluate [2] the narrative or characters. Mechanics of the twist ending[edit]



in a flash-forward. The tightfisted and ill-tempered



Anagnorisis[edit]



scrooge is visited by the “Ghost of Chri stmas Yet to



 Anagnorisis, or discovery, is the protagonist's sudden recognition of their own or another character's true [6] identity or nature. Through this technique,  previously unforeseen character information is revealed. A notable example of anagnorisis occurs in Oedipus Rex: Oedipus kills his father and marries his mother in ignorance, learning the truth onl y toward [7] the climax of the play. The earliest use of this device as a twist ending in a murder mystery was in "The Three Apples", a medieval Arabian Nights tale, where the protagonist Ja'far ibn Yahya discovers by chance a key item towards the end of the story that reveals the



Come” who takes him one year ahead in time to the Christmas next year. He sees himself dead and pe ople finding comfort and happiness in his death. No one mourns his death and his wealth is stolen by the people he ruined in his life. He sees his housekeeper Mrs. Dilber selling his property to junkmen and friends. The only one touched by his death is a young and poor couple Scrooge. His only legacy is a cheap tombstone



 culprit behind the murder to be his own slave all [8][9] along. In M. Night Shyamalan's 1999 film The Sixth Sense, a main character who believes he is alive, helping a boy to communicate with dead people, discovers that he is really dead. Similarly, another film to use it is the 2001 film The Others, in which a mother is convinced that her house is being haunted; at the end of the film, she learns that she and her children are really the ghosts. In the episode of The Twilight Zone titled "Five Characters in Search of an Exit", the protagonists discover at the climax, that they were discarded toys in a donation bin. Another example is in Fight Club, when Edward Norton's character realizes that Tyler Durden (Brad Pitt) is his own split personality. Sometimes the audience may discover that the true identity of a character is in fact unknown, as in Layer Cake or the assassin in The Day of the Jackal . [edit] Flashback  Flashback, or analepsis, is a sudden, vivid reversion to [6] a past event. It is used to surprise the reader with  previously unknown information that provides the answer to a mystery, places a character in a different light, or reveals the reason for a previously inexplicable action. The Alfred Hitchcock film Marnie employed this type of surprise ending. Sometimes this is combined with the above category, as the flashback may reveal the true identity of one of the characters, or that the protagonist is related to one of the villain's past victims, as Sergio Leone did with Charles Bronson's character in "Once Upon a Time in the West" or  Frederick Forsyth's "The Odessa File". [edit] Unr eli able narr ator  An unreliable narrator twists the ending by revealing, almost always at the end of the narrative, that the narrator has manipulated or fabricated the preceding story, thus forcing the reader to question their prior [6] assumptions about the text. This motif is often used within noir fiction and films, notably in the film The Usual Suspects. An unreliable narrator motif was employed by Agatha Christie in The Murder of Roger  Ackroyd , a novel that generated much controversy due to critics' contention that it was unfair to trick the [10] reader in such a manipulative manner . Another example of unreliable narration is a character who has  been revealed to be insane and thus causes the audience to question the previous narrative; notable



examples of this are in the Terry Gilliam film Brazil , Chuck Palahniuk's Fight Club (and David Fincher's film adaptation), Gene Wolfe's novel Book of the New Sun, the second episode of  Alfred Hitchcock Presents, Premonition, Iain Pears's "An Instance of the Fingerpost", Shutter Island , and 'The Hitchhiker' from More Horowitz Horror  by Anthony Horowitz. Peripeteia[edit]



 Peripeteia is a sudden reversal of the protagonist's fortune, whether for good or ill, that emerges naturally [11] from the character's circumstances. Unlike the deus ex machina device, peripeteia must be logical within the frame of the story. An example of a reversal for ill would be Agamemnon's sudden murder at the hands of his wife Clytemnestra in Aeschylus' The Oresteia or the inescapable situation Kate Hudson's character finds herself in at the end of The Skeleton Key. This type of ending was a common twist ending utilised by The Twilight Zone, most effectively in the episode "Time Enough at Last" where Burgess Meredith's character is robbed of all his hope by a simple but devastating accident with his glasses. A positive reversal of fortune would be Nicholas Van Orton's suicide attempt after mistakenly believing himself to have accidentally killed his brother, only to land safely in th e midst of his own birthday party, in the film The Game. Another example is the Indian film Lagaan, where Aamir Khan's character is thought to have been caught out of the last ball to lose the game, only to realize that the fielder was outside the boundary line and it was actually a six, causing his team to win the game. Deus ex machina[edit]



 Deus ex machina is a Latin term meaning "god out of the machine." It refers to an unexpected, artificial or improbable character, device or event introduced suddenly in a work of fiction to resolve a situation or [12] untangle a plot. In Ancient Greek theater, the "deus ex machina" ('ἀπὸ μηχανῆς θεός') was the character of a Greek god literally brought onto the stage via a crane (μηχανῆς— mechanes), after which a seemingly insoluble problem is brought to a satisfactory resolution by the god's will. In its modern, figurative sense, the "deus ex machina" brings about an ending to a narrative through unexpected (generally happy) resolution to what appears to be a problem that cannot  be overcome (see Mel Brooks' History of the World,



  Part I ). This device is often used to end a bleak story on a more positive note. [ edit] Poetic ju stice  Poetic justice is a literary device in which virtue is ultimately rewarded or  vice punished in such a way that the reward or punishment has a logical connection [12] to the deed. In modern literature, this device is often used to create an ironic twist of fate in which the villain gets caught up in his/her own trap. For example, in C. S. Lewis' The Horse and His Boy, Prince Rabadash climbs upon a mounting block during the battle in Archenland. Upon jumping down while shouting "The bolt of  Tash falls from above," his hauberk catches on a hook and leaves him hanging there, humiliated and trapped. Another example of  poetic justice can be found in Chris Van Allsburg's  picture book, The Sweetest Fig, where a cold-hearted dentist is cruel to his dog and ends up getting his comeuppance. Chekhov's gun  [edit]



Chekhov's gun refers to a situation in which a character or plot element is introduced early in the [13] narrative. Often the usefulness of the item is not immediately apparent until it suddenly attains pivotal significance. A similar mechanism is the "plant," a  preparatory device that repeats throughout the story. During the resolution, the true significance of the plant is revealed. An example of this would be the geologist's hammer in The Shawshank Redemption, which the character Andy Dufresne (Tim Robbins) acquires early on in the movie. At the end, it is revealed that Dufresne has for the progression of the entire film, spanning over 19 years, secretly been using the hammer to tunnel an escape route out of the prison. Another example is seen in M. Night Shyamalan's The Sixth Sense, where the significance of an early scene  becomes apparent at the end, necessitating a different interpretation of all that has happened in between; in this case, it is not a physical device but an action which is pivotal to the outcome. Both Chekhov's gun and plants are used as elements of  foreshadowing. Villains in Scooby-Doo, Where Are You! were often Chekhov's guns — they would be introduced early on as "innocuous secondary characters", then ignored until they turned out to be the one in the scary costume driving people away to get at a hidden fortune.Citizen  Kane introduced "Rosebud" early in the film both as a minor prop and as the major plot focus only to reveal



what "Rosebud" really meant in the last scene. This is also shown in the filmSeven Pounds when Will Smith's character calls the police at the beginning of the film to report his suicide. One of the most famous examples is the final scene of the Blair Witch Project, which seems nonsensical until the viewer remembers a seemingly unimportant comment much earlier in the film. [edit] Red herri ng  A red herring is a false clue intended to lead [14] investigators toward an incorrect solution. This device usually appears in detective novels and mystery fiction. The red herring is a type ofmisdirection, a device intended to distract the protagonist, and by extension the reader, away from the correct answer or from the site of pertinent clues or action. The Indian murder mystery filmGupt: The Hidden Truth cast many veteran actors who had usually played villainous roles in previous Indian films as red herrings in this film to deceive the audience into suspecting them. In the bestselling novel The Da Vinci Code, the misdeeds of a key character named "Bishop Aringarosa" draw attention away from the true master villain. "Aringarosa" literally means "red herring." A red herring can also be used as a form of false foreshadowing. In medias res[edit]



 In medias res ( Latin, "into the middle of things") is a literary technique in which narrative proceeds from the middle of the story rather than its [15]  beginning. Information such as characterization, setting, and motive is revealed through a series of  flashbacks. This technique creates a twist when the cause for the inciting incident is not revealed until the climax. This technique is used within the film The  Prestige in which the opening scenes show one of the main characters drowning and the other being imprisoned. Subsequent scenes reveal the events leading up to these situations through a series of flashbacks. In Monsters, a similar beginning proves to  be a flashforward as it is the linear conclusion of the events that then follow; this is not apparent until the end. In medias res is often used to provide a narrative hook. [edit] Non-linear narrative  A non-linear narrative works by revealing plot and [16] character in non-chronological order . This technique requires the reader to attempt to piece together the timeline in order to fully understand the



 story. A twist ending can occur as the result of information which is held until the climax and which  places characters or events in a different perspective. Some of the earliest known uses of non-linear story telling occur in The Odyssey, a work that is largely told in flashback via the narrator  Odysseus. The nonlinear approach has been used in works such as the films Mulholland Drive,Sin City, Premonition, Pulp  Fiction, the television show Lost (especially in many episodes in the later seasons), and the book Catch[17][18] 22. The most important works of  Alejandro González Iñárritu are presented like this to us.



was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way…”



Rever se chr onol ogy  [e  dit]



severe disparity and discord in the then French society



Reverse chronology works by revealing the plot in reverse order, i.e., from final event to initial [19] event. Unlike chronological storylines, which  progress through causes before reaching a final effect, reverse chronological storylines reveal the final effect  before tracing the causes leading up to it; therefore, the initial cause represents a "twist ending." Examples employing this technique include the films Irréversible and Memento, the  play Betrayal  by Harold Pinter, and Martin Amis' Time's Arrow.



that paved the way for the revolution. By examining



In order to give us an idea of the factors responsible for the French Revolution, Dickens uses Jux taposition



throughout the novel in which the have not’s and the haves are put side by side to highlight the presence of



the given juxtaposition, readers can vividly imagine the calamitous atmosphere before the revolution and understand its need at that time. 4. Juxtaposition is a literary device that William



Shakespeare uses most commonly in his play “Romeo and Juliet”. We notice the juxtaposition of “light and “darkness” repeatedly. Consider an example from Act I scene v :



Juxtaposition



1. John Milton’s “Paradise Lost” is clearly based on



“O, she doth teach the torches to bu rn bright! It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night Like a rich jewel in an Ethiope’s ear;”



the juxtaposition of two characters: God and Satan . Frequently in the poem, the bad qualities of Satan and the good qualities of God are placed side by side and comparison hence made brings to the surface the contrast between the two characters. The jux taposition in the poem helps us to reach a conclusion that Satan deserved his expulsion from the paradise because of



his unwillingness to subjugate to God’s will. 2. Charles Dickens uses the technique of juxtaposition



in the opening line of his novel “A Tales of Two Cities”: “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it



Here, the radiant face of Juliet is juxtaposed with a



 black African’s dark skin. Romeo admires Juliet by saying that her face seems brighter than brightly lit torches in the hall. He says that at night her face glows like a bright jewel that shines against the dark skin of an African.
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