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								    				    The story of Dead Stars, written by Paz Marquez Benitez i n 1925, revolves around love among three people: Alfredo, Esperanza, and Julia.



Alfredo Salazar, a lawyer on his h is early thirties then, was betrothed to Esperanza, whom he loved so much in his youthEsperanza, who was beautiful, reserved, elegant, and distinctly not average. They were about to be wedded the following month, May, after about four years of  engagement, although Alfredo seemed uncertain of his real wants. It is not to mean though that Alfredo is afraid to commit. He just fell in love with another woman on the six weeks preceding his and Esperanzas matrimony. The woman he fell in love with was a visitor to their town. He first met her when he decided to do some neighboring with his father, Don Julian, in Judge Del Valles house. It was not in his nature to do such, but perhaps out of fate, he allowed himself to be swayed. He seemed to have no regrets about it. Not when he met Julia Salas, Judge Del Valles sister-in-law. They have found themselves in good company since. It was always a moment to cherish for both, particularly for Alfredo, that since then, he had been making the neighboring thing a habit. Each Sunday, instead of waiting for his girl (Esperanza) after mass, he was engrossed in giving his newfound love a visit. Julia had given him new life. He admits the fact that he was incomparably happier with Julia than with Esperanza, but it is, too, a pain for him to hurt his fiancée. Julia is unlike Esperanza in more ways, one being that she was certainly less beautiful (physically) than her. It may be that, but she possesses some traits Alfredo found distinctively hers, and which traits that really caught him off the hook. Those six weeks had gone too fast, although they were also full of meaning and of sweetness on the whole. Alfredo knew that he was giving Julia something he was not free to give, but he was on all fours in love that he lived only to the where he was, and lived it intensely with her beloved. He found it easy being with her, so easy that he could forget his worries about how the world would meddle him h im when they knewEsp knewEsperanza eranza particularly. Julia had been similarly enfolded with joy being with Alfredo, but his place was not home to her. One time while they were at the beach, a part of Don Julians farm, she told him of her parents wish for her to come home for the Holy Week. Before she left she told him of Calle Luz, a street in Santa Cruz where their house h ouse was situated, and also out of Alfredos insistence. It was a heavy while for Alfredo love, bewilderment, and pain altogether. If he were freer, he knew he would have decisively married Julia. But the circumstances just did not seem to allow such a chance. He struggled with the pain of having to choose between something he wanted to do against something he should do. Like he said, he wanted to be fair to himself first, but it is difficult. He wouldve wanted to do otherwise, but as he said, there is a point where a thing escapes us and rushes downward of its own weight, dragging us along. Then it is foolish to ask whether one will or will not, because it no longer depends on him. For his case, one, he was engaged with another woman for so long a time that to throw it all away in a snap would not



 only raise many eyebrows, but would crush Esperanzas heart into pieces. Second, although he wouldnt have wanted so, it was time for Julia to go back to her home place, far away from Alfredos. In the end, we have flashed forward to eight years, and we realize that Alfredo had not chosen to act on his feelings and pursue Julia. Instead, he had chosen to marry his fiancée. He was not unhappy in his marriage; in fact he found his life to have simply ordered itself. But the thought of Julia, should he have chosen her, was haunting him like wildfire. She and their brief colorful past were always on his mind, although he did not want to linger on those thoughts, for those thoughts were memories too painful and futile that one prefers to just forget. By chance, he was having a trip to Santa Cruz in connection to his being a lawyer, where he had the opportunity to visit Julia. He wanted to resist the temptation, but it was distracting him to a certain extent. Finally, he found Calle Luz. He found her h ouse, and was certain indeed that she was sitting at the window of it. He was right. Considering eight years, he found that Julia hasnt really changed much. They had a little chat, where he knew that he missed sitting opposite her, missed being with her simply, and looking thoughtfully into her fine dark eyes. Overall, it was almost the same as yesterday. Almost. Yes, something was incredibly missing a very significant one, but he could not seem to figure it out. He wanted so much to realize that he tried and held her hand before leaving to see. And then he knew. There was essentially a significant thing missingthere was no magic. That hold didnt quite much draw him in. He was, in fact, emotionless as a clod. He found out that whether or not she still cared, it barely bothered him anymore. His love for Julia, once like the stars, once bringing about him a feeling of exuberance, emotion almost devoid of any sadness, almost free, passionately beautiful, but too far from his reach that he could only will to live on it alone in his thoughts; to dream. They were unreachable stars he had been trying to cling to, and long for. And why not, when in those times that he was with her, he was a completely different person renewed perhaps, but it was something he loved and enjoyed of  himself. Now, those were only living jewels of the past, some memoirs he could always go back to and reminisce with. Past. He thought they were still there, but they died on themselves with time without his knowing. He adhered too much to those dreams he hardly noticed that it was through. His love for Julia, after eight years, is still like the stars, but those whose lives have long exhausted and passed awaydead stars. Apparently, he had been seeing the light of dead stars, long extinguished, yet seemingly still in their appointed places in the heavens. Realizing that left him lost, hollow, empty, home sick. But fortunately for him, he realized he was only in love with the idea of love, and was not really in love with Julia, afterall. Dead Stars - just like Alfredo, a lot of us see them in our heaven of thoughts. Sometimes we feel as if the feeling is still there, that in one moment during our present, we recall these memories that had packed our past emotions with a sky of rainbows, enough to make us feel in love and hurt all in a short while. These dead stars are things we remember occasionally, not solely because of the other person, but because of who we were at the time. The other person



 doesnt even play a big part in the production anymore; he or she is just a character, a supporting role. The main attraction is how it made us feel, the relationship, the emotions involved. (Caravaggio, www.peyups.com) The story reflects a lot of things: one being that even if we have the free will, sometimes we have to ride to where society demands of us to ride onto. Alfredo certainly was concerned of  his social statusthe what-would-people-say idea. Apart from that, he was also trying to be a gentleman, which is just, in fact, reasonable for the time setting. People of the past, the Filipinos to be straight, are conservative and traditional. It is in our roots to be concerned of  what society will speak of us with regards to our actions. That was why Alfredo had chosen Esperanza  it was undoubtedly out of duty, and not out of love. He felt he had to do it, or hell risk his relationship with his family, Esperanzas family, the neighbors perhaps, and many other relationships. He may have had no regrets about it, actually he wasnt unhappy with his marriage, but it wasnt said that he was happy either. He have found his life to have no more struggles, no more stirring up of emotions that got a man nowhere precisely because there were no ringing confusions on his head, no more prying eyes he was constantly worried about while he was out spending time with Julia. The society had simply silenced itself, because there was nothing to query about. What it expects of him, he didend of story. Yet also, another bell was ringing on his mind. Supposed there would be no threatening complications, it is clear that it would be Julia. In his heart, he knew it would have been her. It was what he wanted to do, against marrying her fiancée, which is what he should do. So, that, all these ringings affected his relationship with his wife. He may have been kind to her, gentle, even tender, but he was always immeasurably far away, beyond her reach. If the setting of the story were in the 21st century, still thered be neighbors whisperingthat does not change but people will care less. It is something included in the list of normal occurrences today. No severe shock  people are used to broken engagements, run-away grooms or brides, broken marriages, even divorce. These situations have become more acceptable in the society today. Sometimes, one really has to consider the voice of the society. All because this society includes our family, our parents especially, relatives, our peers, friends, significant others or any, who we still need to live life. These are people who will be affected, be it on the first degree, second and followingthe thing is, they will get affected with our decisions. It may be ideal that we include their voice in decision-making situations just to be fairer. But also, one must never forget his voice  his hearts voice to be exact. I always believe that one does not really have to always conform to the society with regards to how he will act upon a certain issue, most especially if the issue is love. If I were Alfredo, despite all the complications and consequences it will bear, I will choose to defy society. I will choose Julia, and not be a pretender. To pretend brings about pain that could get stern as time goes by. Despite the time setting, or even the place setting, I say it is in my nature to give 70% consideration to my heart when love is the matter. Why? Because the feeling of love itself originates from the heart, therefore, it deserves to be given a greater



 chance to speak. Time? Love cannot be measured by time. One could even fall in love in a day! Six weeks is fair enough. It is possible to fall in love in a span of six weeks; it happens. Am I not afraid of a mistake? No. Everyone commits mistakes. If the love I felt was not love afterall, like what Alfredo discovered in the end, it is always worth the discovery. But also, given that I can be with Julia, could simply nourish more the little love we had. At the very least, I do not have to deal with the what-ifs dilemma through the years of my life. And we would have been happier. Clearly, the most practical thing to do was marry my fiancée. But love, for me, and from the situations I have seen and encountered in my life, does not go hand in hand with practicality. One somehow, has to do some battling with the odds. And if one decides to join the battle, he is absolutely not being practical. It does not matter to me if being with the one I love, (in the storys case, Julia) means becoming a social outcast. Choosing Julia is certainly not punishable by law, and it doesnt mean that if I choose her we will be exiled. Even so, the world is big, and there will always be a place where we could be, away from the snooping eyes of society, even if that place is new and totally strange to us. The significant thing is, each and every day I could go home to my lovers arms. No matter where in the world that is, it will always be home as long as she is there. It may be a fight so long and stressing, a combat against all odds, but that is what my heart tells me  to ready my spear and fight if I have to; and that I will positively obey  no matter what the cost. Paz Marquez Benitez work is a story of the sheen of love long faded, though still glimpsed as shining; an alluring romantic story about having to choose between someone one has known for so short a time, but have loved him and still loves him in the present, and the one he has loved in the past, and have known for such a considerable time. It is almost like a game of love; Alfredo, Esperanza and Julia being the players, and the other faculties as the audience, including readers, crossing fingers on what happens next, on who would win. So who did win among the three? Alfredo Salazar will never be the winner. First, he was always the one juggling in the story  always hurt and confused. The fact that he was not able to make the choices he wanted to make is an indication that he is not the one. He was not able to marry the woman that he loved, or discover more the woman he wants to be with. He chose Esperanza because it was impossible to do otherwise. It was to satisfy the call of society, and because he was just being a gentleman. In the end, as well, we recognize that he was seeing dead stars. He thought he was still in love with Julia, but finds out sooner through a hold that he isnt anymore. It was another loss he experienced  that mere actuality has robbed him of his dream. Alfredo chose Esperanza, does that make her the winner? Definitely not. If one is married for any reason but love, he or she will never be joyous. Of course, love can never be born out of  training; love is born out of itself, and it just happens. The fact though, that Alfredo was much too curved with his past made him an almost stranger to his wifesomeone who may be near and tangible but seems so far away. It is a pain for any woman to experience such from a man she loves, not to mention if he is her husband.



 Julia cannot be called a victor, too. She was not chosen by her love and that is a matter for losing. Knowing that someone you love is with somebody else, regardless if he does or does not love that woman, is killing. If ever Julia knew that she was whom Alfredo would have wanted to be with for the rest of his life, which I think she knew, it surely hurts her that he was not so courageous in giving their love a fight. There was not even a chance of winning because in the beginning yet, one of them has surrendered. Hence, nobody really won in that game of love. It was all about losing in the end. And for me certainly, it was a loss out of the wrong choices made, wide of the mark decisions. But also, it is a part of the human weakness  we all get wrong once in a while. The thing for the story is, no matter how much love we get lost at, there is always redemption. For these dead stars, they will always be there to bring us back to the past, make us feel things over and over again. But, we have to recognize the past from the present, and certainly, where we should be, where we have to live, should be in the present. We have to learn to let go if need be, or else well find ourselves feeling empty and as if we have lost something significant. In short, no matter how much of our stars die, life must always go on. And best, we must never let those dead stars turn into black holes.



Dead Stars Analysis The story has a sad tone... It simply deals on human's weakness ---when one fall in love... It also involves decision making... The main character, Alfredo is a representation of the men who are confused... and selfish... having been engaged to Esperanza for a long time and being undecided when to marry his fiancee' manifest Alfredo's confusion and his uncertainty to what he really wants... Esperanza on the other hand is the representation of a woman who is meek... woman who considers men to be superior... (or maybe a dalagang pilipina,) who hardly exists nowadays... Julia, the third party (though she didn't really had any intimate relationship with Alfredo), the woman whom Alfredo thought LOVES him also... Julia is the representation of a woman who maybe once fall in love, but the thought about romantic feeling fades easily...or maybe a representation of a woman who falls in love to a wrong man, but wise enough that she easily moved on...



Why I like Dead Stars First of all I love that title. I've always been fascinated by the idea that the starlight we see started their journey millions of years ago, and that the stars are no longer there. I also love the writing. It gives the reader a glimpse of Philippine society in the 1920s but still feels fresh and modern. This is a story that ages well. There is also a certain...quality that I can't quite express. It evokes a feeling of dull longing and emptiness. The effect is anti-climactic, but satisfying.
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Alfredo Salazar, a calm placid and young lawyer is engaged to Esperanza for almost three years. Everyone in town is expecting for the long table to be set, since three years is three years. To his father's frequent visits to Judge Salas' place, he had this unexpected burst of emotions for the judge's sister in law, Julia Salas.Perplexity rises here; to stick to what HE WANTS to do or to what HE NEEDS to do. Is it Esperanza, a fine woman dressed in elegance and self-consciousness and sticking to the principles of society, or to Julia, a not so flashy woman of her age and a free spirited being of her time? After eight years, finding himself married to Esperanza, but yet seemingly incomplete, he runs to the lake town for an errand as a lawyer. With Julia not on his plans, still his feet led him to a meeting with her. After eight years, would she still care? What would he feel when he pressed her hands before parting? Alfredo found out not only the meaning of love, but also, a deep understanding that love can lose it's luster in the same way stars lose their shine. As Yabes commented, it is one of the finest written love stories. Agree. It didn't only focused on the theme of love, but also, it showed how one conquer his self by understanding.Understanding that sometimes things can be illusions yet very influential It shows that in life, man really have to choose between two good decisions, thus painting his destiny in his own hands. As the last part of the story goes: "So all these years--since when?--he had been seeing the light of  dead stars, long extinguished, yet seemingly still in their appointed places in the heavens." It gave  justice to it's title "Dead Stars". Scientifically, stars have a "lifespan". Once it's over, it will still emit light in which is still visible on earth as light coming from "real" stars. Just like love. Sometimes it's over, but something still twinkles. That something is only an illusion, a detachment that needs to be fulfilled. The "real" love has really faded away. The first short story we red for analysis. The first short story in our Philippine Literature subject. The first short story that made me cry. "Gently--was it experimentally?--he pressed her hand at parting; but his own felt undisturbed and emotionless. Did she still care? The answer to the question hardly interested him."



The story revolves around Alfredo Salazar, a bachelor over thirty, and two women: Esperanza, his fiancée of four years, and a young girl from out-oftown named Julia Salas. Everyone takes it for granted that Alfredo will eventually marry Esperanza. But although he is ashamed to admit it, the intensity of his passion for Esperanza has faded and he is attracted to Julia, whom he meets at a dinner party. But he is aware that all his loved onesincluding Julia-would disapprove of his failure to honor his understanding with Esperanza. So he and Esperanza get married and have a family. Then, eight years later, he goes on a business trip to the town where Julia, still unmarried, lives. He goes to visit Julia, whom he has never forgotten. But he is surprised to find that he no longer feels attracted to her. He compares the memory of his love for her to dead stars, whose glow is still visible from the earth for years after they are gone. Dead Star is a love story about a man named Alfredo Salazar,who has his fiance in the person of Esperanza and they have been engaged for quite some time. Society views them as an ideal couple. Their wedding is about to take place in the near future. Prior to the wedding however, he sees another girl, when he goes with his father to a judge's house. He tries to seek love in her,



 but she kinda declines. in that way, Alfredo became a little bit confused in his upcoming wedding where he is about to chose between two options; to do what he should do by marrying Esperanza as prescribed by his parents or to do what he wants to do by having Julia Salas, his dream - the dead star in his life. In the story, dead stars symbolize a dream for something that is nonexistent. The guy loved the girl. She was his dream, his star. He thought there was love there. But like a dead star which is so far away, and whose shine could actually be the leftover traveling light from it, he was a long way from getting the girl, and the love he thought was possible, never was. Read more: http://wiki.answers.com/Q/Summary_of_Dead_Star_by_Paz_Marquez_Benitez_contributed_by  _Luis_Philip_M._Oropesa_of_Batangas_State_University_ _College_of_Teacher_Education#ixzz1UR9tiDF9 Dead Star is a love story about a man named Alfredo Salazar,who has his fiance in the person of  Esperanza and they have been engaged for quite some time. Society views them as an ideal couple. Their wedding is about to take place in the near future. Prior to the wedding however, he sees another girl, when he goes with his father to a judge's house. He tries to seek love in her, but she kinda declines. in that way, Alfredo became a little bit confused in his upcoming wedding where he is about to chose between two options; to do what he should do by marrying Esperanza as prescribed by his parents or to do what he wants to do by having Julia Salas, his dream - the dead star in his life. In the story, dead stars symbolize a dream for something that is nonexistent. The guy loved the girl. She was his dream, his star. He thought there was love there. But like a dead star which is so far away, and whose shine could actually be the leftover traveling light from it, he was a long way from getting the girl, and the love he thought was possible, never was.



Read more: http://wiki.answers.com/Q/What_is_a_summary_of_'Dead_Star'_by_Paz_Marquez_Benitez_con tributed_by_Luis_Philip_M._Oropesa_of_Batangas_State_University_ _College_of_Teacher_Education#ixzz1URBykhgl



1. Introductory Paragraph



The first sentence should state for which instructor and class the book-report is being written.



The second sentence should state the title of the book and the author's name. The third sentence should tell how many pages the book has and the name of the publisher.



The fourth sentence can state basic bibliographic information about the book. Bibliographic information means not only the author and title but also what company published the book, what year it was published in and any other relevant information such as the edition and if the book has been translated, simplified or abridged. (see copyright page and the back of the title page.)



 The next sentence should state the reason(s) you decided to read this book. Why did you choose this particular book? Typical reasons might be:



You like the author. You like this type of book (i.e. mystery, western, adventure or romance, etc.). Someone recommended the book to you. It was on a required reading list. You liked the cover.



o o



o o o



These reasons do not have to be complex. Most people choose the books they read because they like the author or somebody recommended it to them. If you chose the book because you like the author, then state why you like that author.



An optional sentence can be used if the cover (back cover) of the book gives you any additional information then add a sentence with that information.



Was the book a best seller? Are there X million copies in print? Did it win any major awards?



o o o



2.



Main



Character(s) Paragraph



The first sentence of this paragraph should state who the main character or characters of the book are, and why they are important. Refer to this person or these persons as the Main Character or Main Characters. You will need at least a complex sentence for this, and probably more than one sentence.



3.



Other



Characters Paragraph



You should compose at least one sentence for each of the other prominent or important characters in the book. State the name of each of the other important characters, and the key role that each one plays in the book Most books have five or six prominent characters besides the main character, so simply listing each one and stating their role in the book will give you a good sized paragraph.



 4.



Plot Summary Paragraph



This is perhaps the hardest paragraph to write in five sentences or so. If you have to write a bit more don't worry. Here are the main points to cover: o o o



o



o o o o



State the type of book (Mystery, Western, etc.). What place or country was the book set in? What time period was the book set in? (19th century, the present, ancient Rome, the 23rd century). Other physical locations which are important, like: ships, airplanes, houses, or buildings. Other notable attributes of the book. (Was it violent, scary, fast paced, etc.). What is the main character trying to do? What is the outcome of the book? etc.



Make sure you cover all of the major parts of the plot. You might have to go back through the book, chapter by chapter, and make a few notes.



5. Personal Impressions and Conclusion Paragraph



Simply talk about what you liked or did not like about the book. Use this paragraph as your conclusion. It should summarize your overall impressions of the book and bring the report to a close. o



o



o o o



Start with a sentence that states that you are now writing a conclusion. (For example: "My final thoughts on 'A Fine Balance' are that it is a fascinating book but I am not entirely sure if I completely understood the thematic message of the book." Restate your reasons why you liked and/or disliked the book using different words. Write two sentences that talk about the books good points and weak points. Write a sentence or two about what you learned from the book. Close with a sentence that states whether you would recommend the book to others.



Don't be afraid to give your own honest impressions of the book. After all, if you've read the book thoroughly, you are entitled to your own interpretation of it. Typically, your book report should not exceed two double-spaced pages, and it should be somewhere between 600 and 800 words in length.
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