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								    				    “The Garden Party” (Katherine Mansfield) 1) One-se One-sente ntence nce summa summary ry The Sheridan family of the upper -middle-class arranes the arden party at their home in !e" #ealand in the day "hen a "or$in-class man from their neih%orhood dies& ') Sem Semen enta tati tion on  diide the story into * parts& 1& +aura, one of the teenae teenae dauhters dauhters of the the Sheridans, Sheridans, is is enaed enaed in arranin the arden party "hich "ill %e ien in the afternoon& +aura "elcomes the "or$men "ho arrie to %uild up the mar.uee, her initial scepticism in ie" of their lo"er social class is e/pelled %y fascination and attraction of their "ay of life& '& n the course course of the preparatio preparations ns they(The they(The Sheridans) Sheridans) are une/pecte une/pectedly dly interrupted %y the delierer "ho delihtfully presents the ne"s of a ridin accident "hich caused the death of a youn man from the poor neih%ourhood& 0eeply shoc$ed %y this incident +aura sets her mind on cancellin the party and tries to conince her sister ose and her mother of her intention, %ut they refuse to aree "ith this idea& Mrs Sheridan een seems to %e amused a%out the compassion of her dauhter& Tryin Tryin to diert +auras attention attention from the uncomforta%le unco mforta%le thouhts Mrs Sheridan ies her a  %eautiful hat to aoid a discussion& 2nrily +aura leaes leaes to her o"n room "here she loo$s at herself in the mirror "earin the ne" hat, "hose %eauty eo$es a softenin and %endin to her mothers "ords and a driin a"ay of  her concern a%out the traic accident& 3& Mean"hile Mean"hile the first first uests uests arrie arrie and the perfect perfect afternoon afternoon ta$es ta$es its course,course,the arden party is a marelous success& +ater in the eenin after all the uests hae left, the family comes toether in the mar.uee and reflects on the day& Mr Sheridan mentions the accident mista$enly thin$in it "ill %e ne"s to the family& Mrs Sheridan does not feel fine tal$in a%out all this aain and ets nerous and a"$"ard as a result& Preentin reproach she  proposes to arrane a %as$et filled "ith uneaten rests from the party for the "ido"& +aura protests at first& She thin$s it "ill %e rude to %rin %r in leftoers to the riein family %ut her mother insists they "ill %e ery appreciatie for any help at the the moment& +aura reluctantly follo"s her mothers directions& directions& *& 4al$in throuh throuh the dar$ streets streets she notices notices the s$eptical s$eptical a5es a5es of the poor that follo" her till she arries at the "ido"s lode& 2 small "oman "ho later turns out to %e the "ido"s sister sister opens the door and inites +aura to ta$e a loo$ at the corpse& She is under the impression that he loo$s



 marelous and far a"ay from eerythin, in spite of this idea she cannot control herself, thus starts to cry and flees& Meetin her %rother +aurie "ho has %een sent %y their mom she attempts to e/press her feelins a%out her unfamiliar e/perience and the a"areness she ained a%out life %ut is not a%le to oice her thouhts& 0espite this her %rother understands "hat she is tryin to say& 3) Settin The time is early summer in a year in the first decade of the '6th 7entury& The The story unfolds at the estate of a "ell-to-do upper-class family fa mily on Tina$ori 8oad in 4ellinton, 4e llinton, !e" #ealand, at the near%y home ho me of a poor lo"er-class family& 2s a matter of fact, the settin is diided into t"o completely different "orlds that are clearly defined %y a %road road& 9irstly, 9irstly, there there is the "orld "hich is situated in the Sheridans house& They They lie in a manificent illa in the middle of a spacious arden on a little hill in a ery affluent neih%orhood& 2part from the hue hall and the summery porch there are many different rooms for any imaina%le function, includin a smo$in-room, a roomy $itchen area and a dra"in room "here the  piano has its place& Moreoer the trimmed trimmed arden is coered "ith reen la"ns, roses and also e/otic flo"ers and trees li$e $ara$as or canna lilies& lilies& The other side of the road, "here the "or$ers and the "ido" lie, lies lies at the %ottom of the hill& hill& +ittle %ro"n cottaes that consist of a fe" rooms only, only, a lo" $itchen and a  %edroom& The rooms are dar$ and plain and hardly hardly supplied "ith furniture at all& Throuh the settin of the story (Sheridans house and ardens) there is a sense that the Sheridans are isolated (or disconnected) from fro m the "orld around them& Mansfield situates the Sheridans house on a hill "hich could suest that not only do the Sheridans lie a%oe others ("hich "ould play on the theme of class) %ut they also appear to %e detached (or isolated) from those "ho lie around them (the "or$in class neih%ours)& Similarly the arden itself may also %e important as Mansfield may %e suestin that the Sheridans and the other uests at the party p arty remain isolated (or protected) from the "orld around them "hile the party is ta$in  place& *) 7har 7harac acte teri ri5a 5ati tion on Laura Sheridan is



a teenae irl ro"in up in an affluent family in an upper class neih%orhood, "ho appears to %e a dynamic character in the course of the story& To start "ith, one can say that she is a ery er y creatie, aile person "ho loes orani5in thins and is self conscious( “she was ashamed and stammered like a little girl”) girl” ) and a"are of her s$ills (“ she always felt she could do it so much better than anybody else”) else”) , at least in her ha%itual surroundins& +aura seems to %e different from all the other mem%ers of her family e/cept for her %rother +aurie



 "ho she ets alon "ith ery "ell& (“She (“ She ran at Laurie and gave him a small, quick squeeze”.) She squeeze”.) She has contempt for conentions (“ t!s  t!s all the fault "#$ "#$ of these absurd class distinctions”) distinctions”) "hich sho"s in her fascination a%out the "or$men and the "or$in class lifestyle& Moreoer her character is ery emotional, - her mood aries from hih e/citement to indinant depression "ithin seconds& Throuhout the plot of the story she e/periences an inner conflict %et"een her up%rinin in the upper class "orld and the sno%%ish ie"s of her mother on the one hand and her o"n attitude and e/periences e/per iences on the other hand& 2lthouh her attempts to escape from her mothers point of ie" fail due to her ha%itual o%edience& Mrs Sheridan lies "ith her hus%and and her si/ children in a homestead in a "ealthy neih%orhood& :er personality can %e descri%ed as superficial "hich sho"s in her manner to care for clothes and e/terior features& nstead of %ein "arm hearted and concerned a%out others, she is only "orried a%out herself and her o"n property and prestie& Mrs Sheridan appreciates lu/ury reatly and en;oys a%undance, thus she cannot imaine liin in a state of need and een demonstrates this sno%%y and superiority-sho"in super iority-sho"in manner& (“ %orget  am your mother. mother. &reat &reat me ”) 2s a result of her preconceied opinion a%out the "or$ers, as an honored guest ”) she does not allo" her children to hae contact "ith them& 2nother characteristic is her "ay of refusin to admit her faults and of al"ays placin %lame on others& This is in line "ith her attempt to aoid discussions %y chanin the su%;ect or simply ta$in adantae of her authority& ( one that perceies and interprets e/perience and that also, for most of the story, melds melds "ith the character of +aura& t contri%utes to the diestie reader?s comprehension of the inner "orld of the character& Some"here "e could see the ironic attitude of the author to the rich family& 9or e/ample "hen ose sins of "eariness een thouh this is not a concept familiar to the Sheridans& (


 @) Plot Plot A 7om 7ompo posi siti tion on The story is hihly plotted, the eents unfold ery .uic$ly, %ut neertheless "e can indicate the classic plot structure& B/position -The protaonist, +aura + aura oranises a party& 4e meet her mother and her sisters, "ho are also helpin her to set it up& 8isin 2ction 2ction - One of the delierymen arries, and it is discoered that a man in the illae has died& +aura "ants to stop the party so the music "on?t distur% the family, %ut her family lauhs that off& They continue to arrane the party& 7lima/ - +aura stays at the party, and en;oys it& She does feel %ad a%out the loud noises and cro"ds of people arriin, %ut she inores& t seems li$e she forets a%out the riein family do"n the road& 9allin 2ction 2ction - 2fter the party, +aura?s mother suests the idea - to send a %as$et of leftoer desserts to the family, +aura resists %ecause she thin$s that they "on?t "ant their pity& :er :er mother sends her do"n to the illae to delier the food& 8esolution - +aura oes to the house of the dead man& She sees the sad "ife, and she is oercome %y emotions& The eents are descri%ed one after another in the loical order, it helps reader to easy perceie the course of actions& C) +an +anua uae e and and sty style le The story is told oer the course of a fe" hours "ith no set %einnin or traditional character introductions& nstead Mansfield %eins her story in the middle of eents (The story opens "ith the "ord “and”), allo"in the characters histories to unfold as the story proresses& 2lso, readers can imae the appearance f the characters themseles, so from the ery %ein the author inites us to participate, to fill in the aps and empty spaces& (9or e/ample, "e can imaine that the main character is a%out 1= years old, she is not a child %ut ery naie and as if in a transitional  period, she suffers "ith understandin the ideas "hich "hich are dictated %y the society)& t helps to ma$e the readin interactie& Mansfields uses "ords that are classy and educated "hich hints that the story is ta$in place in a formal, upper class settin& (


  !oted for her fre.uent use of internal monoloue, a literary literary deice that e/presses the thouhts of a character, Mansfield allo"s for an in-depth o%seration of +auras perspectie as her story unfolds& Mrs& Sheridan and oses points of ie"  %riefly interrupt +auras dominant perspectie %ut are used %y Mansfield to to emphasi5e the storys am%iance rather than offer counter-perspecties to +auras ie"point& +auras stream of consciousness A “ 4ever had she dreamed she could look like that. s mother right3 she thought. nd now she ho(ed that her mother was right ”& ”& +aura is enchanted %y her o"n reflection, her face framed %y the loely hat& So much so that she all of a sudden remem%ers her o"n community and her  place in it, the unease %otherin her for some some time %ein relieed& The The hat, thus, appears to sym%oli5e Mrs& Sheridan?s "orldie"Aincludin her class consciousnessA"hich she has no" passed on to +aura& 2nother imae the author uses is flo"ers, especially lilies appear seeral times throuhout the plot of the story& n my opinion, in this place lilies are a sym%ol of "ealth and a%undance and there"ith of the "orld of the Sheridans itself& 4hen Mrs Sheridan orders hundreds of canna lilies to satisfy her desire +aura descri%es ho" the flo"ers seem to ro" inside her and ta$e possession of her& her& “crouched down as if to warm herself at that blaze of lilies5 she sh e felt they were in her fingers, on her li(s, growing in her breast &< &< This sym%oli5es the fact that the artificial "orld is an ineita%le part of +aura that tries to spread out in her& Dy refusin to accept the trays of lilies she fihts aainst this feelin in order not to %e completely dra"n into her mothers "orld&  !ot only flo"ers %ut the description of the the arden itself appears throuhout the story seeral times& “&he “&he green bushes bowed down as though they had been visited by archangels”. (Do"in in deference personifies the %ushes& A  personification) 4hen the uests arrie for the party, party, they are 
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