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 PROBLEM STATEMENT



What are the negative impacts of juvenile behaviour within the Charlestown Secondary School on Charles Street, Charlestown, Guyana?



1.



 STATEMENT OF PROBLEM



In today’s society juvenile delinquency is becoming serious than days gone by. This is observed in many schools in Guyana and the Charlestown Secondary School is one of those schools which are predominantly affected by this situation. Also, the degrees to which it occurs are far more serious than they were, even ten years ago. The problem was over-simplified and administrators said “children will be children”, but today’s children are contributing to more serious crimes than they used to. Some of the problems that the Charlestown Secondary School faces due to delinquent act are low academic achievement and weak bonds with schools and teachers are associated. Hence, a lot “school dropout” is occurring. Also some students would be in fear within the learning environment since there are those who are portraying deviant behaviour and even would pressure or bully students who are willing to learn. Juvenile behavior within the Charlestown Secondary School among students must be seen as a social problem that has to be dealt with soon, before it become even more out of control than it is right now. Therefore the researcher seeks to uncover the underlying factors that cause this behaviour and then work from there to find a suitable “treatment.”



2.



 AIMS



 To investigate the negative impact of Juvenile behaviour in the Charlestown Secondary school.



 To identify the causes if juvenile behaviour in the Charlestown Secondary School.



OBJECTIVES



 To determine what motivates students to commit acts of deviance in the Charlestown Secondary School.



 To observe if deviant acts are committed only by person of a particular gender, age category and social class as it relates to juvenile delinquency.



3.



 INTRODUCTION



“Juvenile delinquency’’ is defined as an individual under the age of eighteen who fails to abide by the law (World Youth Report 2003). Juvenile delinquency is a reveling problem of social and person disorganization. It is becoming increasingly important and complex problem everywhere in the modern world today. Delinquency is warped and malformed by poverty, family disintegration and even unwholesome habits of parents and associates. The Charlestown Secondary School is a junior secondary school located at 44 A Howes and Charles Street, Charlestown. The school was established on October 4, 1965. The school was built to cater for secondary education in the South Georgetown area. The opening of the school also aimed to deal with the overcrowding at the Dolphin Secondary School, Saint Stephen’s Presbyterian and Carmel High School. The Charlestown Secondary School serves to provide a quality education system for all students and the aim of the school is to promote students with skills and learning styles. The purpose of this research is to show how juvenile delinquency develops in today’s school system. The intention of this research is to prove that our educator’s need to be responsible for taking action to curve delinquency at the first sign of problem instead of disciplining the adolescent when it has evolved to an even greater problem. Also the research would help schools and educational organizations to consider delinquency as a major focus and help maintain a child’s mental stability throughout their educational years. 4.



 RESEARCH DESIGN



In this study, the researcher utilized quantitative research to investigate the negative impact of juvenile behaviour in the Charlestown Secondary School. Quantitative is generally referred to statistical data and numerical information. In term of quantitative data the researcher employed the use of questionnaires and a total of twenty questionnaires were distributed to number of twenty students of the Charlestown Secondary School. The students of the Charlestown Secondary School were selected for this study, as they are from different environment, but dwell in same learning institution. Also a few students would have been exposed to juvenile delinquency. These questionnaires were given out on 31st October, 2016 and then collected on 1st November, 2016. After the questionnaires were collected, the researcher then analyzed the data and presented them in form of charts and diagrams



5.



 LITERATURE REVIEW



Delinquency is a major problem confronting adolescents today. World Youth report (2003) describes delinquency as to set of behaviours that are not in line with the collective practices or ethics of the dominant social group. Essentially, these behaviors deviate from social norms and more specifically they violate established criminal codes and laws. Becker’s (1960) stated that “social groups create deviance by making rules whose infraction constitutes deviance and by applying those rules to particular people and labeling them as outsiders.” Merton (1938) stated that deviance has goals and means when look upon the strain theory. According to Merton (1938) anomie is the state in which social goals and the legitimate means to achieve them do not correspond. He postulated that an individual’s responded to societal expectation and the means by which the individual pursued those goals were useful to understanding deviance. K Cohen’s (1955) cultural theory, opposed Merton’s views that the motivation for deviant behaviour arises out of the frustration of failing to achieve success by legitimate means. He also noted that deviant acts are not always undertaken for financial gain but rather a collective response. He sees the cause of much delinquency as status frustration. In a study done by Moffitt (1993) the impact of delinquency can be seen by examining risk factors for onset and differences between those who begin offending early (prior to adolescence) versus those who begin offending in midadolescence. Moffitt also suggested that 6.



 early-onset delinquents are more likely than later-onset delinquents to be more serious and persistent offenders. According to Moffitt, early- onset delinquents with disabilities and those that suffered peer pressure are more likely to become recidivist.
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 SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE



Quantitative data is associated with positivism. Quantitative data also proved to be advantageous, including that it perceives human behaviors to be measureable and observable allowing exact responses. The researcher employed quantitative as mean of collecting information on the issue of this study. Quantitative data was used since it allowed the researcher to be able to analyze the variables of this study in detail. As well, it allowed the researcher to incorporate the theory of functionalism. Functionalism suggests that society depend on school since it is an institution which contributes to society stability and function to promote students with skills and learning styles which will be beneficial in society. The use of quantitative data proved to be advantage because it allowed the researcher to be more objective about the finding of the research.



8.



 THE SAMPLE



According to Mustapha (2013), a sample can be defined as a subset of a population that is used to represent the entire group as a whole. A sampling frame was utilized to study the desired portion of the population. Stratified random sampling was incorporated, a total of twenty questionnaires was randomly distributed to students of the Charlestown Secondary School in Charlestown, Guyana. This method of simple random sampling was chosen beacause it allowed for a broad variety of responses as the respondents would be of varies age group, ethnicies and genders.
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 DATA COLLECTION INSTRUMENT



The Bishops’ High School 84 Carmichael Street South Cummings Burg Georgetown, Guyana.



Dear Respondent, I am a student of The Bishops’ High School who currently in six (6) Form Lower Arts. This survey is being carried out in The Charlestown Secondary School, Guyana to investigate the negative impact of Juvenile behaviour. This survey is being conducted for a Sociology School based Assessment (SBA), which will help the researcher for the upcoming Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examinations (CAPE). As such, I am kindly asking you to complete a questionnaire in this regard. You are not required to write your name and all information received will be strictly confidential. Thank you.



Yours Respectively, …………………….. Tyron Rhamanohar
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 QUESTIONNAIRE



1. What gender are you? Male



Female



2. What ethnic group do you fall under?



African



European



East Indian



Chinese



Portuguese



Mixed



3. What age category do you fall under?



12-14



15-17



18-20



over 20



4. To what religious sect do you belong to?



Christian



Muslim



Hindu



others 11.



 5. How long have you being attending the Charlestown Secondary School?



1 year



2 year



3 year



4 year



5 year



6 year



6. Which form are you in?



Form 1



Form 2



Form 3



Form 4



7. What does the words deviant behaviors mean to you? ________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________



8. Have you ever seen someone committing a deviant act? Yes



No



9. If your answer was yes for the question above, what action did you take?



_______________________________________________________________________
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 10. Have you ever committed a deviant act?



Yes



No



11. What do you think motivates an individual to commit a deviant act? ________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________



12. Which age range of persons do you think display the most deviant behaviour?



1-4



5-8



9-12



13-16



17-20



over 20



13. What role do you think high school students play in society? ________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________ 14. Within recent times, can you average the percentage of defacement of school property? _______________________________________________________________________ 13.



 15. What are some of the penalties for the defacement of school property clue to deviant acts and are they regularly enforced? ________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________



16. Do you think that the school environment and the teaching system cause student to portray deviant acts? Give reasons for your answer. ________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________



17. What are the negative effects of juvenile behaviour within your high school? ________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________



18. Do you think that laws and punishment should be in place for deviant acts? Give reasons for your answer. _______________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________ 14.



 19. Do you have any suggestions for remedying the problems of deviant behaviour amongst your peers, if so what are they? ________________________________________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________________
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 PRESENTATION OF DATA



Donut Chart, Showing Age Group That Most Likely To Display Deviant Behaviour



Verying Age Group Of Deviance 5%



10%



10%



1 to 4 5 to 8



20%



9 to 12 15%



13 to 16 17 to 20 Over 20



40%



Figure 1: The donut chart portrays the age range percentage of person who is most likely to display deviant behaviour. From the responses collected, the age range 13-16 has the largest percentage.
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 Bar Chart, Showing the Motivation for Committing Deviant Acts



Motivation For Committing Deviant Acts 7 6 6 5 5 4 4 3 3 2 2



1



0 Status Frustration



Peer Pressure



Lack Education



Recognition



Others



Figure 2: The Chart demonstrates some of the major motivations for committing acts of deviants. According to the responses of the respondent, peer pressure being the most dominant and it is followed closely by status frustration.
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 Pie Chart, Showing the Negative Effects of Juvenile Behaviour within the Charlestown Secondary School



Negative Effects Of Juvenile Behaviour 20% 30%



Poor School performance School Dropouts Causes Others to be Infear



50%



Figure 3: Pie Chart portrays the negative effects of juvenile behaviour within the Charlestown Secondary School. School dropouts is the leading factors, followed closed by poor school performance.
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 ANALYSIS OF DATA A trend that the researcher discovered was carried out between the time span of 20112014. According to Human Rights (2012), juvenile behaviour occurred when adolescent reached approximately age sixteen and declines sharply by age twenty-eight. However, in Guyana 2014, there were 214 boys and girls between ages thirteen to seventeen (13-17) in the Juvenile Holding Centre, a number that is slightly higher than the previous year. Also out of the 831 children and adolescents admitted in the Juvenile Holding Centre between 2011 and 2014, 70% were boys. Most of the boys were admitted accused of theft (break, enter and larceny). UNICEF (2014) From the data collected during the research, in attempt to achieve the desired out of this study were extracted from the data collection instrument and was analysed. This provided the necessary statistics and facts to assist with the accomplishment of the set objectives which were all efficiently met. Figure 1’s presentation looked at the total percentage of age range of person who is most likely to display deviant behaviour. From the total of twenty (20) responses collected, 40% whose age range 13 -16 as the leading range, while 20% chose age range17- 20 as the second leading, 15% chose 9-12 as the third leading age range, then 10% chose both age range 5-8 and over 20 as the fourth leading age range. Also male/female with different ethnicity of age range 14 is least likely with a mere 1%. Figure 2 demonstrates some of the major motivations for committing acts of deviants. 19.



 According to the responses of the respondent, peer pressure being the most dominant with 30%, followed closely by status frustration with 25%, lack of education is the third leading cause for deviant acts, while recognition is the next leading cause with 15% and finally 10% of respondent chose others since they believe that there are other means of motivation for committing acts of deviants. In analyzing figures 1 and 2, one can presume that there is a correlation between the two. 10% of respondents both of male and female chose both ages range 5-8 and over 20 as the fourth leading age range. These respondents believed that these persons are most like to display deviant behaviour. On the other hand, 10% of respondent of both male and female believed that there are others forms of motivations for committing acts of deviants. In figure 3 that showing the negative effects of juvenile behaviour within the high school. Respondent pointed out that due to juvenile within their school, that school drop outs is leading effect with 50%, followed by poor school performances with 30% and finally causes others to be in fear is the rarest with only 20%. A correlation can be seen between figure 2 and 3. The major motivation for committing acts of deviant is a resulted of peer pressure. 30% of respondents of both female and male said that teenager developed juvenile behavior due to peer pressure. Whereas 30% of respondents of both female and male believed that a poor school performance occurred. This is due to the negative effect of juvenile behavior within the school.
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 DISCUSSIONS OF FINDING AND CONCLUSION



According to Moffitt a teen delinquent is viewed as someone who was just going through a phase in their life. For teen delinquents their crimes often consisted of crimes symbolizing adult privileges and self-sufficiency, the low level crime can often be associated with the life style of the delinquent. For most adolescent limited time offenders, the crimes being committed were a way of showing their differences and communicating. A research also conducted by Moffitt (1993) shows evidences that delinquency tends to be highest during adolescence, reaches its peak at approximately age 16, and declines sharply by age 28. From the observation and the respondent 40% agreed that age range 13 –16 are the person who is most likely to display deviant behaviour and these persons are clearly known as teenager. K Cohen’s (1955) cultural theory stated that the motivation for deviant behaviour arises out of the frustration of failing to achieve success by legitimate means. He also noted that deviant acts are not always undertaken for financial gain but rather a collective response. He sees the cause of much delinquency as status frustration. Also results of the study by Barrett (2011) stated that students with disabilities and those that suffered peer pressure are more likely to become recidivist. From the observation and respondent it is proven that students used motivates to committed acts of deviances in Charlestown Secondary School. Such act that motivates students is peer pressure, which is most dominant with 30%, followed closely by status frustration with 25%.
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 In addition there are negative effects of juvenile behaviour within the Charlestown secondary school. It was observed that drop outs is the leading cause effect with 50%, followed by poor school performances and it also causes other students to be in fear. This supports the work done by Rose and Gallup (2013) that stated students at school may be seen as both perpetrators as well as victims of school misconduct. This in return may affect life at school for students and teachers alike. Ultimately, they conclude that students who perform better are more likely to finish school than those who have lower grades. They also note that males are more likely to be delinquent than females, but also tend to have a higher school attachment. From this study, it is evident that deviant acts in the Charlestown Secondary Schools are one of the biggest problems facing the learning institution. In conclusion, it can be said that deviant behaviour is presented within the Charlestown Secondary School. Also deviant behaviour is heavily influenced by labeling individuals since they tend to live up to the labels that are given to them, and this leads person to self-fulfillment of their label and they would eventually turn to a life of deviance for motivation. Hence, the life of deviance will eventually leads to the life of crime. This statement is supported from Howard Becker’s labeling theory. Also all of the aims and objectives of this study was achieved and gave the researcher great insight into the topic research.
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