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								    				    Hip-Hop Drumming Basics Hip-hop rhythms are made to get people moving and dancing. Their funky feel is irresistible, and that’s why, for a drummer, hip-hop beats are some of the most exciting and enjoyable forms of music to play. This guide gives you a comprehensive selection of usable hip-hop beats and fills, along with some of the rudiments that will improve your technique. Note that all the examples in this guide have been written assuming you are right-handed. If you are left-handed, play all examples with reverse hands and feet.



A Brief History of Hip-Hop Drumming Historically, the drum solo, or break beat, of early funk and R&B records was the nucleus of hip-hop. DJs Kool Herc, Grandmaster Flash, and Afrika Bambaataa took a record with a particularly funky 4-, 8-, or 16-bar drum solo or break, such as ―Funky Drummer‖ by James Brown, and juggled and scratched copies on two turntables to extend these typically intense parts of a record. During live gigs, having a drummer playing in conjunction with sampled loops gave the music more energy and flexibility, as well as adding visual interest. Either the drummer could play the main rhythm, with the DJ improvising around it, or vice versa, with the drummer free to improvise around the groove.



How to Read Drum Notation Before you can learn hip-hop drumming, you need to know how to read written drum music, or drum notation. All drum notes can be written with the stem pointing up or down.



 An upward stem indicates the notes should be played with the hands.  A downward stem indicates the notes should be played with the feet. Following is a guide to the notation symbols for the types of drums used most often in hip-hop drumming.



 General Practice Tips for Hip-Hop Drums When practicing all the examples in this guide (and in general), there are three basic points to keep in mind:



 Keep good time: This means not speeding up or slowing down during a song. This is important to all musicians, but it is especially important for a drummer. To develop a good sense of time, practice all the examples with a metronome. Try playing each example at different tempos, from slow to fast (80 bpm–120 bpm).



 Play with a solid feel: Don’t be afraid to hit the drums. To obtain the right feel and sound from your kit, you have to strike the drums and cymbals with enough power to sound confident and solid while being relaxed at the same time. There are no shortcuts, and practice is essential. Other points to look at are how you set up your kit and the positioning of your stool, both of which will affect your playing.



 Play with originality: After mastering each of these examples, try experimenting and adapting them to let your personality come through. As with any creative form, you should strive to be original. Tuning and your choice of cymbals, drum heads, and drum sizes are all very personal. Take time to listen to the sound of your kit. Play all the tracks using brushes, sticks, and hot rods(a cross of sticks and brushes) to hear how the same beat can sound and feel very different.



Syncopation for Hip-Hop Drums Most hip-hop beats are based on syncopated bass and snare drum patterns. Syncopation is the shifting of accents from where they naturally occur (on the beat) to the offbeat.



Basic Syncopation Examples To get you started, here are six relatively easy beats with syncopated snare drum rhythms. Keep the hi-hat steady, and try to avoid slowing down during the more difficult parts.



Example 1 The syncopated snare beat falls on the E after beat 3. This is called a syncopated beat because it falls between the eighth-note hi-hat pattern and not with the hi-hat note.



Example 2 The syncopated snare beat falls on the A before beat 3. When playing these beats, make sure your hi-hat plays a constant and even eighth-note rhythm and does not follow the snare pattern.



 Example 3 The syncopated note comes on the E of beat 1.



Example 4 The syncopated snare falls on the A of beat 4.



Snare Drum Syncopation The next two examples are syncopated snare beats. When playing these rhythms for the first time, always count the beats aloud (written above each rhythm) as you play. It will help you play each note exactly in the right place.



Example 5 The syncopation falls on the A after beat 2 and on the E after beat 3.



Example 6 The syncopation falls on the E of beat 1 and the A of beat 2.



 Bass Drum Syncopation In the previous six examples, the bass drum has played only a quarter-note pattern, but in the next six syncopated rhythms, the bass drum gets busier with more varied patterns. When playing these rhythms, make sure the bass drum beats fall exactly in time with the eighth-note hi-hat pattern to produce a tight, funky feel.



Example 7 Notice the eighth notes on beat 3.



Example 8 Eighth notes are on beats 1 and 3.



Bass and Drum Groove The foundation of any good hip-hop band or record is the rhythm section, which consists of the bass and drums. No matter how good the individual musicians may be, the band will only be as good as the rhythm section allows. The bass and drums must ―lock in‖ to form a solid groove for the other members to play and sing over. In order to achieve this groove, your bass drum pattern should closely follow the notes being played by the bass guitar, or vice versa. The following examples will help you lock in a solid groove.



Example 9 This is a good example for getting the bass and drums to work together. Sing the bass drum pattern, and imagine a line played by the bass guitar.



Example 10 Next is a similar example to the previous pattern but with a little more actvity.



 Kit Balance When playing all these rhythms, it’s important to get the internal balance of the kit right, regardless of whether it’s miked-up. In the following rhythms, the bass and snare drum should be equal in volume, with the hi-hat pattern, a little lower in volume, ticking away keeping time. Practice the following examples to get your kit balance right.



Example 11



Example 12



Bass and Snare Drum Hip-Hop Drumming Patterns A key element of hip-hop drumming is making the bass and snare interlock with each other. In all the previous examples, rhythms with syncopated snare drum patterns were used. The next six examples combine beats with syncopated bass and snare drum patterns.



Syncopated Bass and Snare Drum Beats Practice these lines separately first—hi-hat, snare, then bass drum—and count the rhythm pattern above the music. Finally, put it all together: start slowly, then build up speed.



Bass and Snare 1 Watch out for the dotted bass drum rhythm on beat 1. Make sure all the syncopated drum beats fall exactly in between the hi-hat eighth notes.



Bass and Snare 2 When playing these rhythms, make sure the syncopated bass drum beats (the E after beat 2) fall between the closed hi-hat beats. Try to keep the eighth-note hi-hat pattern as even as possible as you go.



 Bass and Snare 3 This bass drum pattern is a little bit more complex than the previous patterns.



Bass Drum Techniques for Hip-Hop Drums You may find some of these rhythms hard to play at first (especially the sixteenth-note bass drum patterns), so try experimenting with the position of your foot on the plate of the pedal. Some drummers prefer playing with their foot farther back on the foot plate in order to get a faster action, but whichever method you use, your foot should always remain in contact with the foot plate. Never lift your foot off the pedal entirely. The height at which the beater strikes the drum can make a big difference in your playing, so experiment with different positions until you feel comfortable and in control.



Bass Drum 1



Bass Drum 2



Bass Drum 3



 Two-Bar Hip-Hop Beats All the previous sample rhythms have been played over one bar. In this section, the rhythms are played over two bars. This gives you a little more room to be creative with your beats and can result in a drum line that has a more interesting sound.



Basic Two-Bar Beats Here are two easy ones to start. But watch out for differences between the first bar and the second in the bass, the snare, or both. Remember to keep the rhythm tight across both bars, with no speeding up or slowing down.



Two-Bar Beats 1



Two-Bar Beats 2



Busier Beats Here are two variations on the first two examples.



Busy Beats 1 Play this example slowly at first. Then pick up speed. Notice that the bass pattern remains the same for both bars.



 Busy Beats 2 In this example, both the bass and snare patterns change in each measure.



Hi-Hat with Foot Having practiced all these rhythms as written, try playing the closed hi-hat pattern on the ride cymbal and add the hi-hat (played with your left foot) on beats 2 and 4, also known as the offbeats.



Hi-Hat with Foot 1



 Hi-Hat with Foot 2 Try playing this pattern along with a metronome, setting the tempo from slow through to fast (80 bpm–120 bpm). Once you’re comfortable, remember to add the hi-hat with the foot on beats 2 and 4 as a variation.
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