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Highly Recommended Books I consider the first six books listed here to be "must have" for the library of any serious practitioner. My personal copies of every book I'm offering are well worn from use!



Hoodoo Herb & Root Magic by Catherine Yronwode (Hardcover) - $ 39.95 Originally published in 2002. From the proprietor of the Lucky Mojo Curio Company comes the most thorough, complete, and authentic book on how roots and herbs are used in traditional African-American folk magic. 500 herbs, roots, minerals, and zoological curios are listed, along with their scientific names, so you will know exactly what to harvest or buy from an herb dealer. Included are an amazing 750 spells, formulas, mojo hand combinations, and candle rites, all given in workable, practical detail. Medical usages for many of the herbs, supplementary botanical notes, a series of cross-indexes listing herbs by the magical conditions for which they are recommended, plus 50 beautiful black and white illustrations of herbs and vintage herb packaging round out this informative reference volume. There is no other herb encyclopedia like this one. This is the book to get if you are working traditional conjure and herb magic.



Hoodoo Herb & Root Magic by Catherine Yronwode (Softcover) - $ 14.95 Same as above, but paperback.



Spiritual Cleansing by Draja Mickaharic - $ 7.00 Originally published in 1982; this is a 1996 reprint. A fabulous collection of recipes for Eastern European and Afro-Caribbean Catholic herb baths, floor washing rites, and egg magic to rid the home of curses and protect family members from the evil eye. 96 pages, trade paperback.



Century of Spells by Draja Mickaharic - $ 14.95 Originally pubublished 1985; this is a reprint from 2001 This is one of the best and most popular books ever written on contemporary folk-magic, incorporating spells from many different cultures, with full instructions by one the most respected contemporary authors in the field. A great book for beginners. 160 pages, Trade paperback.
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Voodoo and Hoodoo by Jim Haskins - $ 12.00 Originally published in 1978, reprinted in 1999. Ignore the title and the cover illustration; this book is about hoodoo, not voodoo, and it collects Southern conjure lore observed by the author during the 1960s-70s. If you are looking for an introduction to hoodoo from a modern urban black perspective, you will really enjoy this journalist's examination of his "roots." Because of a few serious botanical errors in the otherwise exemplary text, we enclose a one-page errata flyer with every copy at no charge. 228 pages, trade paperback.



Mules and Men by Zora Neale Hurston - $ 13.50 Originally published 1935, foreword by Arnold Rampersad, afterword by Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Best known for her novels, the African-American author Zora Neale Hurston was also a folklorist, and in this book she examines hoodoo as it was practiced in New Orleans and Florida during the 1920s and 30s. The first half of the book contain folktales; the second half is filled with rituals, spells, and formulas, plus personal accounts of root doctors like The Frizzly Rooster and Kitty Brown, from whom she learned her work. 310 pages, saddle-stitched.



Master Book of Candle Burning by Henri Gamache - $ 6.00 Originally published in 1942; this is a revised 1998 reprint. The classic text on hoodoo candle burning in the pre-Santeria era; covers everything you need to know about colour symbolism, figural candles, dressing candles, altar layouts, etc. The author was beyond doubt the best early 20th century writer on hoodoo. 96 pages (plus ads), trade paperback.



Black and White Magic Magic of Marie Laveau - $ 5.00 Attributed to Marie Laveau; actually by "Bivins, N.D.P." Originally pubublished circa 1925 by the Crackerjack Drug Store, NOLA; this is a 1991 reprint. The attribution to the famed 19th century New Orleans cult figure Marie Laveau is obviously spurious, but the real author was incredibly wellversed in New Orleans style hoodoo. Although hidden behind the cryptic role of an "editor," the author "Bivins N.D.P." was an outstanding root worker with a background in the Spiritualist Church movement, and the book is filled from cover to cover with traditional hoodoo spells for almost any condition. 64 pages, trade paperback.



Golden Secrets of Mystic Oils by Anna Riva - $ 6.00
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Originally published 1990; this is a revised edition reprint, 2000. Over 550 of the most popular commercially-prepared condition oils are listed, with synonyms for those available from different manufacturers. This is not a formulary with recipes for making oils -- rather it names the oils and tells you how to use each one by including many short spells, chants, prayers, and combinations for fixing up mojo hands. 176 pages, trade paperback.



6th & 7th Books of Moses - $ 5.00 Attributed to Moses. Originally published in 1945; this is a facsimile reprint. This is an anonymously edited 1940s compilation from The Weimar Bible, a Mediaeval grimoire attributed to Moses (author of the first 5 books of the Bible). The attribution is spurious, needless to say, but the material itself is fascinating. Included are the "seals" of various angelic, planetary, and infernal spirits, often used in European and African-American folk-magic. See also the 8th, 9th, and 10th Books of Moses. 182 pages, trade paperback.



8th 9th and 10th Books of Moses - $ 6.00 Edited by Henri Gamache; attributed to Moses. Originally published in 1945; this is a facsimile reprint. The renowned folk-magic scholar Henri Gamache collected this material from Mediaeval Coptic and Syrian grimoires that were attributed to Moses, the ancient leader of Israel. Then he wrote a lengthy preface in which he linked African tribal beliefs to ancient Jewish and Egyptian religions and sought to prove that Moses was "The Great Voodoo Man of he Bible," a remarkable thesis that foreshadowed the magical African Cultural Nationalism novels of Ishmael Reed (such as "Mumbo Jumbo") by several decades. See also the 6th and 7th Books of Moses. 106 pages, trade paperback.



Aunt Sally's Policy Players Dream Book - $ 4.00 Originally pubublished circa 1890; this is a facsimile reprint of a 1920s ed. A curiosity of hoodoo gambling magic, the text consists of four separate lists of objects and situations found in dreams with interpretations and lucky numbers for playing Policy, an illegal (and now obsolete) "numbers" game once popular in the black community. Old spiritual supply labels and blues songs often contain coded messages expressed in numbers from this book. Also included is a 19th century French divination system called the Oraculum or Book of Fate. 122 pages (plus ads), trade paperback.



The Black Pullet - $ 13.00
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Anonymous; the French "translator" [& possible author] was "A.J.S.D.R.L.G.F." Orig. pub. late 1700s; this is a 1972 English-language edition, reprinted in 2000. A fabulous classic of talismanic and treasure-seeking spell-work, "The Black Pullet" has long been accepted by both Appalachian and African-American conjurers, and -- under the title "Gallina Negra" -- is also popular in Mexican brujeria and in Santeria. More info: 80 pages, trade paperback.



Seven Steps to Power by Lewis de Claremont - $ 6.00 Originally published circa 1938; facsimile reprint of a mid-1940s ed. The follow-up to de Claremont's hugely popular 7 Keys to Power, this volume presents a great deal of practical folkloric information about magical beliefs in the powers of herbs, roots, stones, numbers, and the planets. 160 pages, trade paperback.



Book of Magical Talismans compiled by Elbee Wright - $ 6.00 Originally published circa 1700s; modern scrap-book by Elbee Wright. Those who practice invocatory magic will find much useful information in The Black Pullet, an anonymous classic of talismanic spell-work that has long been accepted by both Appalachian and African-American conjurers, and -- under the title Gallina Negra -- is also popular in Mexican brujeria and in Santeria. This modern edition, pasted up by Elbee Wright from the 1918 translation of Arthur Edward Waite, fills the need for copies of a very rare work, and also presents a random "cut-and-paste" or "scrap book" survey of the history of talismans. 40 pages, trade paperback.



Secrets of the Psalms by Godfrey A. Selig - $ 6.00 Originally published in Pennsylvania in the 1700s; this is a reprint of a circa 1940 edition, eighth printing, 1990. Here is an unusual and provocative Hoodoo Herb & Root Magic by Catherine Yronwode Hardcover -- a Jewish kabbalistic work, translated from old Hebrew texts by a Germanborn mystical Christian author -- and marketed extensively to the African-American community through ads in black-owned newspapers such as the Chicago Defender. Each Psalm is prescribed for a different condition, from ending slander and drunkenness to drawing money and luck. Among Christian hoodoos, burning "condition" incense while reciting the Psalms is very popular. All 150 Psalms (King James Version) are included in the book for easy reference. 88 pages, saddlestitched.



TOTEG TRIBE: Practicing Nature Religion -- Natural Magic in Everyday Life by Joseph Bearwalker Wilson - $ 15.00 A handbook for Toteg Tribe Members, Circle Leaders, Sacars, Doyens, and People who are just curious. 113 pages, trade paperback.
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