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 Preface



Ludwig van Beethoven composed the Sonata Op. 17 in April 1800, just before the first pe rf ormance by the horn player Johann Wenzel Stich in the Vienna Hofburgtheater on April 18s The autograph of the sonata is lost. The original edition of March 1801 has the following title: „Sonate / pour le / Forte-Piano / avec un Cor,



oû Violoncelle / composée et dediée / A Madame la Baronne de Braun / par / Louis van Beethoven / Oeuvre 17." According to Czerny (School for Pianoforte Op. 500, Pa rt 4, p. 89), "Beethoven himself arranged the violoncello pa rt to the sonata". In 1801/02 the sonata was reprinted by Simrock in Bonn (with pa rts for violin, viola or cello) and by Böhme in Hamburg (with parts for violin, viola, cello or flute). Transcriptions for piano and flute published by Monzani & Co of London (1807 ?) and Goulding d'Almaine & Co of London (c. 1825) are known. Arranging the "accompanying" pa rt for various melodic instruments is fully in keeping with the pe rf ormance practice of the time (see the flute sonatas by W.A. Moza rt , K 10-15) and is grounds enough for a new edition of this sonata for piano and flute, which adds a further classical chamber-music work to the flute repertoire. Our edition is based on a copy from the unfinished complete edition of Beethoven's works begun around 1830 by T. Haslinger of Vienna. It is entitled: Sonate in F-Dur für Pianofo rt e und Violoncell (Flöte oder Horn) von L. van Beethoven 17tes Werk Three pa rt s in upright format: piano, 14 pp.; cello, 3 pp.; flute and horn, 2 pp. each.



Stuttga rt , May 1975 



Gerhard Braun
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