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								    				    Changing the course history? In Hong Kong and Taiwan, many books on Qi Men Dun Jia are focused on the use of Qi Men for less than kosher activities like committing bank robberies, evading escape or other criminal activities. People tend to forget that these books are usually written 'after the fact' and, unfortunately, it tends to contribute to the betel that Qi Men is an 'occult' or deviationist technique and school. Such is the scary reputation of Qi Men that some masters have conveniently used this as a 'justification' for not teaching Qi Men to their students. The secretive and mysterious nature of Qi Men is more likely due to the effectiveness of Qi Men rather than its ability to be used for less than legitimate activities. Since it was such a handy and useful technique, the ancient imperial families naturally wanted to keep it to themselves. Outsiders assumed that this was because it was deviationist (rather than just too good a secret to share) and so that's how Qi Men got its deviation tag. Theoretically, Qi Men can be used to change the course of history. I want to emphasis the word 'theoretically'. Yes, a person pursued by a mob of 10,000 people braying for his blood, could probably try to use the Escape Door (one of eight Mystical Doors) of the hour. But when you're running for your life, who has time to plot a Qi Men chart (and it does take a good 15 minutes!) and then run in the right direction? You're just too busy running! Just like, theoretically, Qi Men can be used to help you find a parking lot in an overcrowded mall. By the time you've plotted the chart for the hour and figured out where to drive, you probably would have found a parking lot! So the idea of Qi Men for use in deviationist activities is sound in theory but honestly, not possible to undertake in reality. Qi Men and Feng Shui: The Difference? There is a great deal of overlap between Qi Men and feng shui when we look at the purpose of these fields. Both are focused on the use of time and space to help a person achieve their goals. Both Qi Men and feng shui focus on direction and location, and have predictive aspects that enable users to ascertain the outcome of specific actions. The difference is very much in the quality of the outcomes (Qi Men is more specific) and also the time needed to produce outcomes. One advantage Qi Men has is that it generally produces quicker results - it can be almost immediate at times, depending on the circumstances. Feng shui usually requires a few weeks or a few months before positive outcomes or desired outcomes can be seen. However, because it was developed for battlefield



 situations where the facts and circumstances are constantly changing. Qi Men is less suited for achieving stable and continuous results. Stable and continuous results are what we usually prefer for business owners or homeowners because, typically, they are interested in long-term outcomes. It's also a bit impractical to tell clients to keep changing the door that they use or the time they have to leave their house to go to work every morning. Qi Men is suited to situations where movement is involved, such as travel or specific personal action. It is not restricted by physical environmental considerations, unlike some feng shui charts; Qi Men is not dependent on external Land Forms. But if the activity or endeavor doesn't really involve that much movement or travel, or is a longterm effort, then probably Qi Men is not the best technique to deploy. Feng shui requires a tie-in with the residents based on their Gua or their BaZi. In this respect, some set-ups may only favor one or two members of a family or individuals in a company. Qi Men is less dependent on Gua or BaZi and can be used to find a suitable time and direction for every member of the family or every key man in an organization to undertake a specific task. While it's good to appreciate differences between feng shui and Qi Men, it's important to recognize that these differences don't denote superiority or inferiority. It simply indicates to us that in some specific circumstances. Qi Men is the better method, and in others, classical feng shui techniques may better serve the client's needs. An average person assesses their workplace on the basis of intuition and common sense. It is a good starting point. Unfortunately, it is usually not sufficient, and sometimes it can even be misleading. The Chinese have been assessing the potential of every territory for ages. They have identified the principles governing the quality of every place and its impact upon the users. They called them feng shui, which means “wind and water”. The term feng shui in itself is known quite well in Europe. However, this does not mean we understand the real potential of the concept. Popular knowledge in this regard is usually simplified and brought down to flippant and ineffective advices like: paint the walls in this colour, hang a bamboo wind chime there, put an aquarium here with such and such number of fish. Of course, this pseudo feng shui is supposed to work miracles. These are just a few examples of nonsense often associated with feng shui, which cannot bring any results and which does not belong in the world of classic feng shui. Because of this image, many serious businessmen fail to take advantage of the real potential of feng shui, although this knowledge could bring them substantial benefits. This knowledge, meaning the classical rules, tested empirically, and not the infantile simplifications, quoted above. Another reason to avoid feng shui is the common fear of being ridiculed, of “what my accountant would say”, as well as belief that “I cannot really assess how this works”. “How this works” is a result of the technique, system and method applied. Since there



 are many, we should choose the one, which is optimum for a given place (a), time (b), sector (c) and specific people (d). However, the basis - the most significant aspect - is the same for office and private buildings. It is not the objective of my article to present individual theories - these can be learned during feng shui courses. I will present the basic assumptions, which can help a complete amateur to find out what is important, when we assess a given place. The great significance of the place Whether we are talking about a private house or an office building, it always has a location. The place exerts a specific impact on the building (therefore, as the address of the company changes, other changes occur as well - sometimes desirable, sometimes not). Each place has its energy (in the Chinese metaphysics, including feng shui, we refer to it as qi - pronounced as chi). Qi can be beneficial or not. A building may attract or generate a good or a bad qi. This can be examined; it is even possible, as I have mentioned earlier, to predict the tendency in time, for specific people and specific types of activity. The quality of the interior, of what is inside, is the derivative of the quality of the surroundings - never the opposite. In other words, without a good location, there is no good feng shui, and thus the company cannot prosper. Moreover, even the best layout of rooms, people, furniture according to feng shui rules will only be a half measure in unfavourable surroundings, bringing - at best - average results. In short, location is the basis. Therefore, if you are an owner of a company or the person responsible for finding a new location, read carefully the recommendations, listed below. Usually, the recommended building location is characterised by: 1. External environment of the building, which has been regularly, evenly developed (a sky-scraper among sky-scrapers, a villa among other villas) 2. External bright hall which stands for a yard or an open space in front of the main entrance, and the entrance located on the front side of the building 3. The facing - i.e. the front of the building being active (descending terrain, entrances located here, movement, light, sound, possibly a water reservoir) 4. The sitting - i.e. the back of the building being calm (silence, peacefulness, ascending terrain, a higher building standing behind, less light) 5. Left and right embrace - (side wings), providing protection (especially against strong wind, which is a negative factor - dispersing qi, which we want to be concentrated); neighbouring buildings can serve as such wings, but the natural forms (hills) are better 6. The main entrance, if not located in the front, should be of yang-type - it should be located in a busy place, full of movement and light. The entrance itself should be wide. 7. In front of the entrance, there should be no negative forms (pillars,



 chimneys, corners of large buildings, lamp posts, cramped space - no yard), 8. The company building should be characterised by regular shape (preferably a rectangle); every noticeable missing part is a flaw, which is difficult to compensate; by analysing the rules of feng shui, it is possible to recognise it and work on it. It is true that the so-called ordinary employees have no influence upon the company location; on the other side, those looking for a job can assess the company atmosphere on the basis of its location. For instance, to examine the situation of the employees, they should study the back of the building particularly carefully. If the back space is too active (which, in exceptional cases, may be desirable), or a corner of another building, equally large or even larger, is pointing towards the back wall of the building, the company is almost sure to suffer from such problems as a high level of rotation and / or conflicts. The details are defined on the basis of the exact geographical location, or its interpretation by an expert. Take care of the interior Whether you are a department manager, a director or an ordinary employee, perhaps you can influence what is happening inside the company building. At least, the location of your own desk. Let us start from the beginning, though. Here are the key points when it comes to the characteristics of the interior: 1. The shape of the office or the entire building or its fragment - regular shape is the best, 2. The internal bright hall - the hallway after we enter the building, as well as its part leading directly to our premises (e.g. on the floor) should be spacious, 3. Corridors - they should be short and wide, full of light and high; “tunnels” are not a good solution, 4. Lot of space (spacious rooms and corridors) - its value is translated to money, but it is worth the investment; the �open space� layout, which is too cramped, is a flaw, 5. Offices of managers or other decision-makers - should be located in the better part of the office (since there will always be better and worse locations), and should match the person. The desk ought to face the centre of the room, in the direction which is the most beneficial for its user. The back of the desk and the manager's seat should be protected by a wall or a set of shelves, without any pillars, overhangs or sharp edges. The office needs to be spacious and rectangular. Exceptions are permitted, but only in very specific circumstances. If a company is run by one or two persons, and is relatively small, a feng shui analysis of the company owners' private homes is recommended. The place where we sleep bears a strong influence over us and, naturally, affects our performance at work. 6. Compatibility - yang-type departments, which should be active - e.g. sales or production departments, should be located in yang-type places (this cannot be



 reliably verified by an amateur - in general, we are talking about the front of the building, places, which are full of light and movement, high rooms are better; in terms of geographical location, two areas are particularly beneficial south-east and south-west); analogically, yin-type departments, which we want to be quiet and peaceful - archives or analyst offices - should located in yintype sectors, which are more calm, located in the back, with peaceful surroundings or even a wall of a neighbouring building visible outside the window 7. In front of the entrance - we want no edges, pillars, columns, stairs - both as we enter and leave (inside and outside a given room) 8. When we are sitting: a. we should have a wall or a window behind us (although it is better if the window is located on a side or in front of us) b. we should have open space in front of us (the space of the room occupied) c. we should be facing the individually selected direction (each of us belongs to one of the 2 groups, according to which the sectors and geographical directions are divided into more and less favourable) 9. We should not be sitting a. with our back to the door b. “in a draught” between the window and the door c. with our back to the centre of the room d. having a pillar or an edge in front or behind us e. under the beam or uneven ceiling Avoid the traps When is a good time to assess our company? Whenever encountering a new, unknown place. It is also a good idea, when we want to find out more about our situation (sometimes, the problem is really urgent; in other cases, there are many possibilities or small changes are sufficient; sometimes it is enough to wait a little. Time is of fundamental significance here). A feng shui consultation is vital, when we consider a new location, a renovation, modification, increasing of office space. It is also necessary, when we are dealing with specific problems and objectives and we want the building walls to “help us”. The site will help the building. Even if we have no influence upon the site, as we recognise its impact, we can prepare an action plan. We have the necessary knowledge in the field. Feng shui will give us additional support, it will help us avoid traps and choose the right moment in time.



 Braving the new world Unlike the old days, today's Feng Shui practitioners have to be more multifaceted in their skills. One of the challenges that those of us in the Feng Shui and BaZi profession face is the constantly evolving world we live in. Contrary to popular misconception, just because Feng Shui and BaZi derive a great deal of their application from classical texts does mean that these fields are out of date or somehow old-fashioned and not applicable to modern situations. After all, you don't see engineers saying that the theory of relativity is irrelevant in the modern world - if anything, science is a forward and progressive field and researchers are constantly building on the foundations of classical ideas. It is such with Feng Shui and BaZi as well. Unlike the old days, today's Feng Shui practitioners have to be more multifaceted in our skills. Take the construction of a building. This is usually the flagship building of a company and if it is a multi-national organization, it will usually be a landmark structure of some sort. We Feng Shui consultants have of advantages of the environment where the structure is located, AND we have to manage the relationship between the architects and the clients. You have to watch the bottom line and yet you cannot disregard aesthetic or practical concerns for the sake of Feng Shui. It's got to be good Feng Shui and look pretty! And somewhere in between all that, we have to be able to read architectural plans. Improving the Feng Shui of a business organization also comes with an interesting challenge. As the Feng Shui consultant, I cannot just waltz into the client's office, enhance the Wealth star, hang up a wind chime, shuffle the offices around and collect payment. I'm being hired to fix their business problems. Thus, even though I'm the Feng Shui consultant, I first have to understand their industry, their business model and the way they do business so that I can help to improve it. Then I also have to define and frame the challenges and problems being faced (i.e. Is it a reputation problem? Or is it a sales problem?) in a Feng Shui context. With BaZi, the challenges are similar with this constantly evolving world of business and professions that we live in. Gone are the days when everyone can be lumped into one of a handful job category. It's not like the "good old days" when everyone was probably a farmer, a soldier, merchant, scholar, mercenary or in the employ of the emperor. These days, we have all kinds of new jobs cropping up every day and all kinds of new



 businesses being developed. For the BaZi consultants and to some degree the Feng Shui consultant, there is a need to be able to categorize the client's business or job elementally at the basic level and then at the higher level, and work out which of he 60 Jia Zi or Pillars defines the job or industry. In this respect, Feng Shui and BaZi consultants need to not only stay on their toes and keep abreast of matters developing in the business and corporate worlds. Amazon or eBay or iTunes will perform in a given year, first I have to define these businesses within the context of BaZi (a Stem, Branch or Jia Zi Pillar), in Astrological stars if I were to be using the Heavenly Stars method or use a Yi Jing Hexagram. Strictly speaking, these businesses or ideas didn't exist in the old days. But that does not mean that new development like the Internet or mobile phone cannot be extrapolated into the universe of BaZi, Feng Shui or Yi Jing. It is just a matter of doing the brainwork. At the same time, it is not a simplistic matter of lumping something into one of the five elements either. Amazon, eBay or iTunes can also all be lumped under the category of internet businesses; therefore they are the Fire Element. But remember - one sells books (and it would seem a lot of other items these days), the other is an auction site, and another sells music which are elementally NOT all the same. A good consultant cannot provide their clients with useful solutions and insightful advice if we can't adequately and precisely define their business, profession or occupation. What is blog in BaZi-speak? A particularly interesting conundrum that was posted to me recently was the subjects of blogs. Blogs, as most of you know, started as some sort of online diaries, and then somehow became a sort of in-between diary, journal and op-ed column. Some people actually make money from their blogs and there are companies out there that specialize in blogging software or provide blogging infrastructure services. But how do we define a blog in Metaphysical terms? This is where the destruction fun starts. Each consultant has his or her own way of figuring out this sort of metaphysical puzzle. For me, I usually start by looking at the business angle and also the do some free association. Blogs present a unique site - make money from advertising. And there are some business uses for blogs - most Fortune 500 companies have some sort of blog and Google actively encourages employees to blog. Now, it is similar to a website, but it is more like a diary. Web and Internet-related industries or jobs usually are Fire element, as they are electronic in nature. Now, since the Internet is highly visible, and most of the information is free, we can say it has Bing Fire-like qualities.



 Websites on the other hand, are about the dissemination of information, so they are more like Ding Fire. Thus, blogs would be Ding Fire. As blogs are thoughts ramblings, musings or platforms to put forth opinions, the blogger is Gui Water as Gui controls Ding. The random nature of blogs is very close to the concept of Gui Water controlling Ding Fire. Now, there are six types of Gui Water. So the next step, after deriving the elements involved in blogs and blogging, would be to pin down the Jia Zi or Day Pillar which represents blogs and blogging. This is where the BaZi consultants' skill in the pictorial application of BaZi comes into play. In Advanced BaZi, each of the 60 Jia Zi or Day Pillars can be perceived in pictorial form. This method is essential in enabling the consultant to link objects, places, people, character, businesses and jobs to the 60 Jia Zi and, thereby, link a person's affinity to that particular business or industry. The classics of course provide us with some descriptions, but these are limited because, well, the world wasn't as big then as it is now! But the pillars themselves, indeed. Metaphysics, is not an inherently self-limiting, so it is just a question of consultants learning to apply the principles to new situations. Now, the pillar Gui Wei comes closest to the concept of a blog. In Gui Wei, the Ding Fire is hidden - it represents something that is unseen. The Internet technically does not exist in tangible form. Gui Water is on top, indicating ideas and thoughts are exposed as in a blog. Yet, this Gui Water is not rooted, indicating the ideas and thoughts are transient in nature. Gui is also erratic, unpredictable and emotional, similar in tone to many blogs. Classically, Gui Wei is seen as an emotional pillar, representing thoughts, wisdoms and ideas on top, with Fire and Wood at the bottom representing passion spreading ideas. Yi Wood is regarded in classical BaZi thought as elementally representative of writing, scholarly and academic endeavors and being twines or roots beneath the ground, spreading and pervasive. Ji Earth represents 10 thousand things from the mundane to the deeply provocative. Again, all this in my view captures the essence of blogging and blogs. In the process, I also considered alternatives like Gui Chou and Ding Wei. Gui Chou however, was eliminated because it does not contain the element of Fire. Fire is required because Fire represents passion, and in order to be willing to share your thoughts publicly, or at least, write about what you feel, you have to be passionate about it. Also, musings, ramblings, and in Ding Fire quality. For this reason, I also considered Ding Wei as a possible pillar that could describe blogs. Ding Wei has the Ding Fire rooted in the Branch, and it also has the Na Yin of Water. However, as there is no actual Water in the pillar and only in the Na Yin, this means, the thoughts are only felt, but not exposed. This is contrary to the situation in a blog, where one's thoughts, no matter how significant or mundane, appear for public consumption. To help confirm the viewpoint, sometimes we may look at historical or key



 events, and use a little reverse engineering. 2003 was the year of Gui Wei and that was the year when Google bought Blogger.com, which arguably could be said the year when blogging landed on the mainstream radar. It is also interesting to note that 1999, the year of Ji Mao, is often seen as a key turning point year for blog usage and blogging. By engaging in such intellectual rationalizing, BaZi consultants ensure that they are able to provide timely and effective advice to clients, no matter what their industry. So if a client came to a consultant for advice on whether or not he can start a blog, or make money from a blog, or whether or not he should even do blogging, the consultant would simply check the compatibility of the industry itself, in its Jia Zi pillar form, to the person's BaZi, and advise accordingly.



It's Animal Book time By Joey Yap The maximum measure of accuracy one will get from any animal sign horoscope book is 12.5%. The maximum measure of accuracy one will get from any animal sign horoscope book is 12.5%. Twelve and a half percent. That's how accurate the Chinese New Year bookstore staple, the Animal Signs Book, is for most people. It can of course be less than 12.5%, depending on whether the book is written using proper astrological techniques like BaZi (Four Pillars), Zi Wei (Purple Star), Qi Men (Mystical Doors), Tian Xing (Heavenly Stars) or is the product of a creative imagination with some sprinklings of convenient technical information. But 12.5% is the maximum measure of accuracy you will get from any animal sign horoscope book. I'm sure that some of you are wondering at this point. Does that mean that all these books are a waste of money? The answer really is: It depends on the book. If it's a book that designed essentially to promote certain products (look out for Ox pendants or charms heavily recommended this year), then you probably need to lower your accuracy expectations, and focus more on the entertainment value or retail therapy value derived from these books. Obviously in a free market, there exists room for all ideas on what constitutes astrology. My point is, as long as you understand what you are buying into, then by all means, go ahead. And while I'm a big believer in positive thinking, believing that a pendant or a bracelet or a trinket on your office table is going to change the forces of nature and move the stars in the constellations is quite another thing. On the other hand, if it's well-researched, and based on correct technical information, including the Shen Sha (Auxiliary) stars and the Tian Xing (Heavenly



 Stars) methods, then you'll probably get quite a lot out of the book. Although it only involves reading 12.5%of your personal BaZi (which comprises4 pillars - the Year, Month, Day and Hour) the Year Pillar is the first pillar in a BaZi chart to feel the impact of the change of the elements. Hysterically also, prior to the advent of Grand Master Zi Ping's system of BaZi, the Year Pillar was used as the reference point for a person's BaZi. Sometimes, the books have a helpful physiological value - when a person is aware that he is going to face a difficult year, he will be more cautious. They may also prompt the person to consider a BaZi (astrology) consul, which in turn may lead to more appropriate and timely actions, given their state of Luck cycle. Some books are hybrid books - they combine astrological information and technical data, with the product tilt. This is common these days in Hong Kong and Taiwan. Here, the trick is to take the useful (the actual information) and do what you want with the retail components. Pacifiers are for babies There's nothing like a good scare to drum up business and so you may heard that it is integral to pacify the Tai Sui or Grand Duke of the Year to keep things smooth in 2008, especially if you are born in the year of the Horse or Rat. There is absolutely no need to do this and really represents a confusion between the Taoist concept of Tai Sui and the feng shui concept of Tai Sui. The Taoist concept of Tai Sui is an astronomical phenomenon governed by the direction opposite planet Jupiter. From the strict feng shui standpoint, it is impossible to influence the movement of a planet, much less one the size of Jupiter. So, really pacification of any sort is not required. In any case, the planet Jupiter is not about to be pacified by any Pi Xiu, Qi Lin or Pei Yao, no matter how gigantic or jewel encrusted, you may have in you possession. Of course, if you are spiritually inclined, then by all means offer prayers if you wish. But you don't have to actually do any "feng shi stuff" for the Feng Shui Tai Sui, when it comes to the astrology of the year. Ratting on the Rat Time is money for most of us, so let me save you a lot of reading and give you the mow down astrological forecast for 2008. If we think of 12 animals as a sort of mafia, the first rule is to know who the boss is. The Rat being the Grand Duke (or Tai Sui) for the Year is the Big Kahuna for 2008. All power, authority and influence are concentrated in the hands of the Rat. Naturally, whoever is in league with the Big Kahuna of the year is going to reap the rewards of the year. That means 2008 is 12.5% likely to be good for Dragons, Rats and Monkeys, as



 these three animals form the Water Frame Three Harmony Combination. So if you are a Dragon, Rat or Monkey, it is time to up the ante and makes things happen for yourself because the energies of the universe and people are on your side. Those NOT in league with the Big Kahuna of the year will be losing out. The Horse is most directly opposed to the Rat, as the Horse and Rat is one of the six clashes. And anyone in league with the Horse (that would be Tigers and Dogs) is naturally going to be dragged into a negative position. So all Tigers, Horse and Dogs best lie low in 2008 and avoid trouble by simply postponing major decisions relating to career, relationships or wealth. In a nutshell - don't change jobs, change marital status or spouse or make huge investments. Each year, there are also two neutral groups. This year, it is the Pig, Rabbit and Goat which form one group and Snake Rooster and Ox which form another group. Neutral groups are not really sitting on the sidelines as such, but will benefit based on what stars reside in which animal palace in the year's start map. For example, the Emperor Star resides in the Goat sector this year, which means Goats will have opportunities when it comes to fame and heightened profile or status. As the Ox and Rat is one of the Six Combinations, Ox will also benefit in the year of the Rat. But as the Three Harmony Combination is more powerful than a simple Combination, the Monkeys and Dragons will benefit more. Rabbits have the Money Star (Tai Yin) in the Rabbit Palace, but this is only good for those who are not in partnership. Holding onto your Horses? If you happen to be in the opposition camp this year (especially if you are the Horse), there's no need to panic or throw your ambitions or plans into the bin. There are ways to overcome this problem - the Shi Er Shui Jun method which involves triggering the Sun star on a specific date. It can be used to overcome the negative influence of the Tai Sui and bring Wealth Luck and open up opportunities. But so much dealing with a tough year boils down to the right mindset. Typically, I would recommend that people remain pro-active and progressive in their approach, but to modify that approach based on what the year offers. For Horses, it may well be a year for introspection and self-cultivation (still a form of progress) rather than, say, materialistic goals. This is what we term as "Yin" action, or inward and personal activities. For those having a good year, naturally you want to be "Yang" - outward, bold and ambitious in your actions. Remember, being in good luck doesn't mean you sit at home and wait for the money to roll in. similarly, being in bad luck doesn't mean you become a hermit



 for the year. For those who will be attending my "Good to Great in 2008" talk, I haven't given away all the juicy details here! This year's talk will focus more on pro-active steps that can be taken to make the best of the year's energies, whether they are good or negative for you, and also focus on economic outlook, property and some face reading. For those of you who are attending, I look forward to meeting you at the KL Convention Center next Sunday.



Tapping the Star By Joey Yap Activate certain positive stars in your property by simply opening a window and doing a little exercise. I'm always talking about tapping the Qi in my Feng Shui articles and sometimes, people tell me that they find that to be a very intimating idea. They say, they don't want too many technicalities like figuring out how to fly the stars, and they don't want to have to walk the mountains, just to be able to understand Landforms or know what that hill in front of their house means. But these are all people who are really keen or passionate about finding a Feng Shui solution to solve their problems but know that buying trinkets or placing a jade dragon in their Southwest corner is not Feng Shui or an answer. What they want is an authentic method, but preferably an easy method. Not too much fuss, not too much inconvenience, but effective. Since I started writing books for the layperson, I've spent a lot of time coming up with ways to make things simpler, easier and less fussy, but without compromising the integrity of the methods or watering down the concept. So today, I'm going to share with you a technique to activate certain positive stars in your property, that can help solve four types of problems. And all it involves is opening the window, and doing a little 'exercise' moving your furniture! Renovate HERE In Feng Shui, there is often a lot of focus on the so-called 'afflicted areas' or afflicted directions. These afflicted areas or afflicted directions as known, in Feng Shui technical terms, as the Grand Duke (Tai Sui), the Three Killings (San Sha) and Five Yellow (Wu Huang). These three afflicted directions change on an annual basis - in the year of the Pig, the Grand Duke is in the Pig direction (Northwest 3), the Three Killings is in the Rooster direction (West) and the Five Yellow is in the Tiger direction (Northeast). In the year of the Rat, the Grand Duke is the Rat (North 2) direction, the Three Killings and the Five Yellow will be in the South.



 Most people have heard of these afflicted directions and know that these areas are not to be renovated. That means you shouldn't knock the wall (even to drill a hole to hang a picture) or break the ground in these directions. If you do so, you will disturb the Grand Duke, 3 Killings or Five Yellow and depending on who you nudged, you'll get different effects. The Five Yellow for example is usually responsible for calamities, whilst the Three Killings usually brings about niggling problems like arguments, health setbacks and bickering. But did you know that in each year, there are also four directions that contain favourable stars that if activated through renovation or movement or knocking, will actually bring about positive outcomes? You might be wondering at this point: how does renovation or movement of the furniture or opening the window in this area bring about positive outcomes? It's simple. Renovation, or simple movement of furniture, moves the Qi. The afflicted areas are directions where we don't want any Qi to move or activate because the energies are negative. By contrast, the four directions I'm talking about are the ones with positive energies - energies we WANT to tap. Think of it like a foot massage - when you get a foot massage, you are activating Qi at specific meridian points, thus circulating the energy around the body. The technique I'm sharing with you today uses the same concept of activating a specific Qi point in the house, to bring about better energy circulation in the house. I'm sure you know of a friend or a friend of a friend who placed a culturally significant object in a sector of their home, and then suddenly experienced a run of good fortune. Most of the time, this outcome is due to the fact that they have inadvertently tapped into the positive energies of the year by triggering a good star through the placement of the object. It has in fact, nothing to do with the object itself. But the average person, not knowing this, will associate their change of fortunes with the object! So as you go into the Rat year (and I'll be sharing with you the directions you can use for this year and next year) don't just avoid the afflicted areas. Feng Shui is about the positives, not just the negatives and the no-nos. So move things around in the positive areas! Remember, all you have to do is perform a minor renovation, repair something in that area or just move the furniture in that room around or out and then back into the room again. That's it! The Right Star The table below shows you the direction of four specific stars (the Sun, the Moon, the Dragon Virtue and Fortune Virtue) in the Pig and Rat year. Each of these stars is good for a specific type of problem. Based on your needs, all you have to do is activate the appropriate star by moving furniture around or engage in minor renovation in the direction it is located in. You then would have tapped into the energies of that star! Easy right?



 The first thing you need to do is to determine the type of problem you have. I have identified here four types of typical and common problems that most people encounter or need help with. Once you have determined the problem, find the star you need to activate or trigger, locate its direction and then make your move! Obstruction Woes - Dragon Virtue Star Sometimes, hard work is not enough. Some obstacles (such as people who are out to get you or hold you back) can simply be insurmountable or difficult to remove, leaving you unable to reap any rewards (especially those of the monetary kind) for your labours. The Dragon Virtue star is one of the stars you can use to handle such situations. Activate the Dragon Virtue star to handle this type of problem - it can help you enhance your wealth luck, and give your career a little boost. This star can also be used if you need to get a loan from a bank (a classic example of obstruction from money). Fixing an Oops Problem - Use the Sun Let's say you accidentally activated a negative sector or your neighbour decided



 to engage in renovations and ended up digging in your Three Killings sector! The milk has spilt - what do you do? You find the Sun star and activate it. The Sun star's strength is in mitigating and reducing the effects of problems and is especially useful for males to utilise, as it is a Yang Star. Communication problems - Activate Moon Star Communication problems cause more hassles than most people realise. Many negative situations are caused by communications issues - miscommunications (you said one thing, it came out as another), barriers to communications (you just can't seem to talk to the right boss/client/person who can make a decision) or simply a breakdown in communications. The ideal star to help you with communication-related problems or issues caused by communications is the Moon Star. The Moon Star is the mastermind of emotions and can affect moods, and is especially efficacious when used by ladies, as it is a Yin Star. Find the Moon star, activate it appropriately and get the Qi that's blocking causing communication problems moving. Seeking Happiness - Find the Fortune Virtue Star Lots of people are rich but they're often not happy. When the Chinese talk about prosperity and good fortune, it is really happiness, contentment and satisfaction that they are talking about, and not necessarily money. Prosperity and good fortune means having no worries, good health and the ability to self-cultivate. Probably the closest modern phrase to the concept of prosperity and good fortune is quality of life. For better quality of life, look to the Fortune Virtue star. Find the area where the Fortune Virtue Star is located (Southwest 3 in the Pig year, West 2 in the Rat year) and activate it by opening up the windows, clearing out the area if it is cluttered, or just moving the furniture around. Direction of course is but one aspect of solving the problem. In Feng Shui, we are often interested in not just doing the right thing, but doing so at the right time. This method is neither derived from BaZhai or Flying Stars but in fact has its origins in Date Selection. Hence, the date and time selection aspects should be utilised, to maximize the positive outcome. The direction alone will bring a measure of outcome but to achieve a higher level of success, you need to use the correct star, activate it appropriately, and do so on the appropriate date, and at the right time. For those of you who are interested in learning how to time your positive renovation, I'll be talking about how to select a date to implement these techniques during the Feng Shui for Homebuyers Event, taking place on the 29th - 30th of September 2007. I'll be sharing lots of quick tips and answering your most important questions on buying property so see you there!



The unwanted five By Joey Yap



 When you’re looking to buy a property, watch out for five features you should avoid. Most people buy homes as a roof over their heads, or as an investment. In Feng Shui, the approach will vary slightly depending on whether you are looking to buy the property as an investment or as a home. But some of the basic rules remain applicable, irrespective of whether you're an investor or home owner. In today's article, I'm going to share with you 5 features you DON'T want to see in a house, irrespective of whether you are buying to invest or to occupy. And these are features that anyone, irrespective of their Feng Shui background, can spot easily. These 5 tips will focus on what features you should avoid having in a house. Now, I'm sure you're thinking: surely it can be fixed? Fixing is secondary because what is the point in spending money to better something that is bad, when you could spend the money improving something that is already good? With Feng Shui, we like to start from a positive position and improve it further, rather than a negative position and then spending money to get it to 'average'. So what are the not-so-fabulous Feng Shui Five you want to avoid? Check them out below - I've included photos to help you understand exactly what these negative five features look like in a property. The Doorway to 'No Thanks' The Main Door of a house is also known as the Qi Mouth of the property. It is through the Main Door that the Qi from the environment flows in. If the Main Door effectively 'sucks', then you don't even need to waste time looking at the rest of the house. It cannot be that good. In Feng Shui, we assess the main door using formula-based assessment (based on the direction of the Main Door) and Formsbased assessments. Forms is the easiest way to check out the Feng Shui affecting the Main Door, especially for laypersons. So what are the signs of a bad Main Door? A lamp post, a tree or an electrical pole smack in the middle of the Main Door? Forget it. Tilted Main Doors are a definite no-no as these not only cause Sha Qi problems but also can result in the Main Door facing a pillar. Avoid houses with beams running across the Main Door (both inside and outside). If you do venture in and discover the Main Door is located below the toilet of the Master Bedroom or any bedroom, this is again not conducive to Qi flow and should be avoided. Kitchen Confidential Health aspects of a house are usually dictated or largely influenced by the Kitchen, specifically the positioning or location of the stove. This is because the kitchen is where we cook food, and food directly impacts on the health of the residents of a property. If the Qi in the kitchen is bad, the quality of health of the residents deteriorates. You want to avoid a kitchen that is located in the center of the house, as this disrupts the TaiJi (heart) of the house. You also want to avoid a house with a kitchen where the only place to locate the stove is in the center



 (sometimes called an Island Stove). If it looks like a drain...



Open drains directly in front of the house are known as Feet Cutting Sha - these cause Sha Qi and can actually bring about detrimental effects to the occupants of a property, especially when it comes to money matters. Don't buy into the real estate agent or owner telling you the drain is a Water Dragon and will create tremendous wealth. For a Water Dragon to be a real Water Dragon, it must be natural, meaning, exists in the environment in a natural water formation. So when you see a drain that runs right around the house, remember that old saying: if it looks like a drain, and it functions like a drain - it's a DRAIN. Beware the Menacing Road



 Most house owners look at roads near the property to see if it will be noisy or perhaps encourage midnight racing. When it comes to Feng Shui, what you have to look out for is the curves in the road. You don't want to select a property where the road curves into the house, like a blade. You also don't want alleys, narrow or wide, opposite the property if possible. A very narrow alley can cause either a Pulling Nose Qi problem or a Sky Crack Sha problem (depending on the type of alley) and this is usually very, very hard to fix. So, the best thing to do is avoid it all together. Bedroom Boo-Boos



Generally, irregular shaped bedrooms should be avoided in any house as it means the Qi in the room is not stable. This usually results in disrupted sleep. The best kind of bedroom is a square shaped bedroom. You also do not want sloping ceilings or low ceilings as this suppresses the Qi, resulting again in disrupted or poor quality sleep. These are of course just a few key negative Feng Shui features that you should be on the look out for when it comes to a property. There is a great deal of overlap between Qi Men Dun Jia and feng shui, but there are differences between these two fields as well. I hope you found last week's introduction to Qi Men Dun Jia instructive and insightful. One small note before I jump into this month's article - a small error on the part of my design team resulted in the Chinese character for Dun being misprinted. The correct character is used today. Now, I will share a little more about how Qi Men Dun Jia is deployed in modern times and how it is used by some of today's feng shui consultants. Qi Men is essentially a system that breaks down the essence of time. The Qi Men system computes the energy present in the environment during each year, month,



 day and hour and represents it in the form of a Qi Men chart, which comprises of 10 heavenly stems, nine star doors and right Doors. The goal is just to pinpoint not just the most timely moment in time in which to undertake an action from the correct location and direction to produce a specific outcome. It is this emphasis on location and direction that gives Qi Men its association and connection to feng shui. Knowing when to do something, and which direction to approach the action and selecting the appropriate action based on outcome, is the epitome of 'doing the right thing at the right time'. Those of you who have read my book on the art of date selection will appreciate that 'doing the right thing in the right time' are very much the basis of date selection. The Chinese, of course, must always go one step further - with Qi Men that is not just 'do the right thing at the right time' but 'do the right thing at the right time that produces the right outcome'. That is why one of Qi Men Dung Jia's primary usages in modern feng shui consulting practice is for time selection. The Golden Moment What is time selection and how is it different from date selection? Time selection essentially refers to finding the right point in time to undertake an activity or endeavor. Now, conventional date selection methods using the Dong Gong and 12 day Officer systems incorporate time selection as well. But, conventional date selection only involves the hour, once the date is verified as auspicious and favorable for that activity. Pure time selection which is what Qi Men Dun Jia is utilized for ignores the date. Qi Men's techniques enable us to find a real 'golden moment' - an hour in a day coupled with specific direction, and specific action that can successfully be under taken, irrespective of whether or not it is a good day based on conventional date selection method. In short, it could be the worst day of the year, but with Qi Men, it's possible to pinpoint one specific hour, and one specific direction that will enable a particular action to succeed. Time selection in the modern context can be used for many activities. Relationship related activities such as business meeting, negotiations or proposal are within the scope of Qi Men Dun Jia time selection. It is also used for wealth-related activities such as collecting debts or making payments for investment purposes or even something as straightforward as applying a loan.



 Qi Men can also be applied to conventional activities like sitting for an exam or submitting a thesis or for career-related activities like applying for a promotion or raise, seeking a job or succeeding in an interview. Given its way strategy origins, it is also very useful for those in the political arena, where timing one's action is essential. In some of the instances above, the Qi Men Dun Jia practitioner will first plot the Qi Men charts for the relevant hours in the day. So, for example, the person wants to attend a job interview to be held in the afternoon. The Qi Men practitioner will then plot all the Qi Men charts for the afternoon. The person will then be told what time they must depart for the interview and preferably which direction they should approach the building. Qi Men Dun Jia is generally considered a specialized field in Chinese metaphysics and understandably, not many feng shi practitioners include Qi Men in their repertoire of skills.



 Modern day feng shui consultants who are framed in Qi Men usually use it as a supplementary technique to feng shui, for example, in date selection where Qi Men technique can be used to help clients to refine the date selection of a suitable date in which to move into a property or to commence renovations. The Other Art of War By Joey Yap Feng Shui enthusiasts would know about Qi Men Dun Jia, which was used to forecast or predict outcomes in relation to aspects of time. Most Asians are familiar with the name Sun Tzu and his famous treatise, The Art of War. Sun Tzu is also a familiar name in the Western world today, with The Art of War having gained great popularity amongst the corporate circles in the late 80s and early 90s. Many Western military academies also teach The Art of War as part of their syllabus. But very few people know about the 'Other' Art of War that comes from Chinese Metaphysics. It is called Qi Men Dun Jia or loosely translated to Mystical Doors Escaping Technique.



Qi Men Dun Jia (or Qi Men, the common abbreviated name used by students of Chinese Metaphysics) is a Chinese Metaphysical study but was largely utilised in ancient China for warfare. Many famous military strategists in Chinese history, like Zhuge Liang of the Three Kingdoms Era and Liu Bo Wen of the Ming Dynasty, used Qi Men in their quest to achieve military supremacy for their emperors. Qi Men Dun Jia has been around for the last 3000 years and a technique for calculating time and space. It is used to pinpoint exact and precise moments in time, in which to undertake a specific action. Hence, its popularity in military strategy and military campaigns in ancient China. Now, if you are a Feng Shui enthusiast, you may have heard of Qi Men. You



 may even have heard that it has certain 'occult' elements to it, or that it is so powerful that it can enable a person to escape fate and destiny. Some books and Chinese Metaphysics teachers go so far as to claim that Qi Men can change matters of life and death. Some people even say that Qi Men is not a 'legit' field of Chinese Metaphysics because it can be used for illegal acts such as killing someone and getting away with it. In short, Qi Men has a lot of baggage, mystique and an almost magical aura about it. And that's always a little dangerous in my view because then it's easy for people to be taken in by false claims on what Qi Men can do or to be apprehensive about learning Qi Men (because of the so-called occult or non-legit baggage). So I'm going to share with you some straight facts about Qi Men in this week's article so that you can better understand what this 'Mystical Doors Escaping Technique' is all about. But first, some background. You say Oracle, I say Kray Computer 2000 years ago, only shamans and oracles could forecast things like rain and snow and tsunami. Well today, we use computers to do that. Computer modelling, using data that is collected, helps us engage in metrological forecasting and of course, predict all kinds of movement in the Earth. If you think about it, the computers and devices that measure waves, cloud movement, sonic activity and tectonic plate movements are essentially tracking energy patterns and movement. Even the outcome of human activities today is being modelled and computed to predict outcomes - financial markets use sophisticated mathematical models to project stock movements or determine market fluctuations. In the old days in ancient China, Imperial Astrologers didn't have Kray Computers or an Imperial Tech Geek working for them to come up with formulas to computer outcomes. Probably they didn't need it since they had the three Oracle Methods: Tai Yi Shen Shu, Liu Ren Shen Ke and Qi Men Dun Jia, which were used to forecast or predict outcomes in relation to aspects of time and space. Tai Yi was used to divine the big events that happen with countries, such as earthquake, big hurricanes, massacres and natural disasters. With modern technology, this method of course has become less relevant. Liu Ren was mostly used for divining the outcomes of daily personal events - due to the pace of life in the 21st century where people are often making decisions every ten seconds, Liu Ren's usage is mainly limited to important major decisions. Qi Men was generally used for military activities, and largely used to determine not just the right time to act (attack the enemy) but what to do (attack where) and when to undertake that action (when to attack). It remains highly relevant today and in the course of this article, I'll explain to you how it's used in the modern context. All three of these techniques are not that much different from all the computerised modelling that takes place today. It's just that what is computed is not seen as synonymous. Personally I think it's a case of 'I say potato, you say potato'. Techniques like Qi Men compute energy patterns and movements - in



 that respect, financial market modelling or metrological weather prediction is no different. It is about computing patterns and movements. Whilst financial market models use numbers - Qi Men uses Metaphysical Energies. What ties Qi Men to Chinese Metaphysics and which makes it 'legitimate' is that it shares the same base as all the other aspects of Chinese Metaphysics. Qi Men is also rooted in the Heavenly Stems and Earthly Branches - the 'Jia' in Qi Men Dun Jia is actually a reference to the first of the Heavenly Branches, Jia. The He Tu, Lou Shu, 9 Palaces, the 9 Stars, The Constellations, the 8 Directions, the principle of the 5 Elements, and of course, Yin and Yang all also form the basic principles of Qi Men. It is a slightly more expansive system because it actually combines both the energy computation that we associate with Feng Shui, with the astronomical calculations associated with BaZi, or Zi Wei. Chinese Cosmic Chess The name 'Qi Men Dun Jia' can be dissected into the following: 'Qi' does not refer to the energy Qi but rather, refers to the mysterious, the strange, the unusual. It is similar to 'Xuan' in Xuan Kong. It is a reference to the universal rules of the cosmos. 'Men' in direct translation is door or gate. Its actual meaning relates to a location or a direction. The core of Qi Men Dun Jia is finding the right location or direction in which to commence an action or begin to do something. 'Dun' means to hide or escape or to keep hidden. 'Jia' is a reference to the first of the ten Heavenly Stems. 'Jia' here is a coded reference to the leader or the General (if applied in the battlefield). When put together, Qi Men Dun Jia, in literal translation is Mysterious Doors Hiding the Jia. It's a bit of a mouthful and rather complicated sounding, which is why I prefer to call it Mysterious Doors Escaping Techniques. In many respects, Qi Men is like chess. In chess, the goal is to always protect the King but also to advance the King. Hence you have the rook, the bishop and the queen, which are often used in combination to protect the King and also, advance your pieces. In Qi Men, depending on what you want to achieve, you essentially either want to hide the Jia or find the Jia, in the Qi Men chart. Qi Men Dun Jia itself has four different schools. These are all simply different approaches to Qi Men, similar to San Yuan or San He in Feng Shui. Qin-Dun (Astrological Qi Men) focuses mainly on the cosmological aspect of Qi Men and uses the Constellations and Astronomy mostly. San Yuan Qi-Men (Three Cycle Qi Men) is the most commonly taught form of Qi Men and is used in tandem with Feng Shui and Date Selection. Fa Qi Men is somewhat unconventional in its use and is mainly associated with Daoist spiritual masters. Finally there is Flying Palace Small Qi Men, or Fei Gong Xiao Qi Men, a modified stripped down version of Qi Men that is popular in Taiwan. Qi Men can be used to analyse and compute outcomes at many levels ranging from yearly forecasts to hour based forecasts. Most Qi Men practitioners either



 will use what is known as the Leaning Palace Method or the Flying Palace Method, to engage in analysis of the Qi Men chart. There are up to 1080 Qi Men charts, all which can be used to compute outcomes and pinpoint moments in time, for specific actions and activities, with a specific outcome. In my future articles, I'll share with you some of the modern uses of Qi Men and also show you why it's 'scarier side' is really not all that scary.



Playing hide and seek By Joey Yap Joey sheds his normal consultant regalia for rugged gear to access a site in the rural heartland of India. As a Feng Shui consultant, most of the time I see clients and visit properties in a full 'consultant regalia' - long sleeve shirt, tie, leather shoes and sometimes a business jacket. Even when I'm visiting a construction site or a memorial park, I feel more comfortable in my normal consultants' attire. But there comes a time (or a few times) in every Feng Shui consultant's life, when roughing it out is required. And this was the case last week, when I was in India to follow up on a consultation engagement in a rural part of India. The location of the consultation was the outskirts of Ranchi, which is about 4 hours by train from Calcutta. The actual site is a further 3 hours from Ranchi itself. Now, I am used to rural areas because I frequently have to visit such areas in China to do research for my China Excursions with my students. But these rural areas in India are a lot more rural than rural China. We are talking about trekking country - we are talking about places where the roads are mud passages - we are talking about places where there isn't a village in sight for miles! A Land Rover was provided for us to traverse the audit site, which covers 12,000 acres of virgin land. We were supplied a map but as we soon discovered, the map was seriously outdated. Many of the cartographic markings were off, such as the location of the river. So, I was going to have to do this consultation, much like the traditional Feng Shui masters of the ancient times. Except thankfully, I wouldn't have to do it on horseback or on foot. A Rover and our driver, together with our client's representatives, would transport me and my assistants around. Normally for such a large site, I request for expediency and speed, that the client arranges a helicopter sweep of the area as was the case during my last visit to a similar area on another consultation about 1 year ago. An aerial perspective usually makes things faster although the approach to sighting the Landforms (Luan Tou) is different and requires you to picture the Forms differently because you're viewing them from an above perspective. However, as it is the height of monsoon season now in India, a helicopter ride is not feasible (although for the 2 days I was surveying the site, it didn't rain a drop! I was thankful I selected a



 good date for this expedition). Start at X With 12,000 acres of land, we were to select a suitable location in which to build a power plant. To get an idea of how big this site is, the average American football NFL field is 1.322 acres. The site is big enough to house 9077 American football fields! It took us the better part of 4 days to survey the entire area. And then there is the question of how one actually begins to audit such a large plot of land. There is no "X marks the spot" on the map we were given. The Snow Heart Classics (Xue Xin Fu) has a saying "Look for the Water Mouth When Entering the Mountains, Seek the Bright Hall when you have reached the Meridian Spot" (Ru Shan Xun Shui Kou, Deng Xue Kan Ming Tang).. So first, I would have to find the Water Mouth. After hours of driving around, I noticed two distinct mountains that caught my attention. They looked like two lions, looking at something in the distance. In the Classics, there is a line about a land formation called 'Great Beasts Facing the Meridian Spot'(Shou Dun Xiang Xue). Aha - we were finally onto something.



So off we went to look for what the mountain lions were looking at, which were two hills in the distance. I was sure we would find the Water Mouth there; even though there was nothing marked on the map to indicate the presence of water. Sure enough, as we reached the hills (after ploughing through some serious secondary jungle and very rough terrain), we found a stream. It was unmarked on the map as it was not a major river. The two Beasts were in fact the "Guardians of the Water Mouth" (Shui Kou Sha), when viewed from the location of the stream. Now, once we have found water, we have found the Qi mouth. The Meridian Spot or Long Xue had to be not too far away. Immediately I looked around, again using the line of sight of the Water Mouth Guardians, and there it was, the Dragon Vein coming from a Rewards Star (Lu Chun) mountain that could only be perceived from the Water Mouth location. So off we went to the Vein to check out the quality of the vein and see if it was suitable for the client's needs. This required actual trekking through muddy ground.



 At the vein, it was a sight to behold indeed. It is hard to imagine that deep in the rural heartland of India, one can see such incredible Feng Shui. The incoming Dragon Vein was at Geng Direction, with good penetration(Chuan Shan Long) into the land. It was supported by two Mountains - an Earth Door (Di Sha) and Heavenly Bright (Tian Guang) Mountains as the greater embrace. The land itself is a Bowl Formation, which is a gently dipping area, perfect for gathering Qi. There was a Huge Door Mountain (Ju Men Xing) indicating good wealth prospects and excellent expansion and growth opportunities. Opposite, there was a beautiful Ru Yi Table Mountain (Ru Yi An Shan), which is also called the "Lying Down Wood Table Mountain." This serves to lock in the Qi and enable it to be tapped. Coupled with the Guardians in the distance, to lock the Water Mouth, this site was looking really good. The icing on the cake is that this site didn't just have good Feng Shui. The purpose of our expedition was to find a site suitable for building a power plant. This is a Fire element site. The Ru Yi is a Wood Element and the supporting rear mountain is an Earth element. Wood grows Fire, Fire produces Earth - this site could not be any more perfect for our client's needs. The natural formation must support the building and its function. This is the correct Feng Shui setup. Of course, the project has a long way to go. As the client has control over every aspect of development on this land, including the location of the roads, entry points and building location, he will be able to plan the development to optimize the Feng Shui all the way. There will be date selections to be done for the ground breaking and also, the opening of the plant. It's a long way to go. But the toughest part, the most fun and challenging part, playing Hide and Seek with the Dragon, has been done.



Ancient Art In Modern Times By Joey Yap Joey examines and re-examines the definition and applicability of Classical Feng Shui, from the modern context. It may seem odd for me to discuss the question of 'What is Feng Shui' but I realized that I have been talking about Feng Shui frequently in this column and



 those who are new to this column may not have read some of my previous thoughts on this subject, judging by the diversity of views that I still receive on what Feng Shui really is. Even more amusing was when someone at a wedding dinner last weekend asked me if I was wearing a Feng Shui watch! The question 'What is Feng Shui' looks on the surface to be a no-brainer question. Surely everyone knows what Feng Shui is? Why is there a need to answer this question? Honestly, in this day and age, the question 'What is Feng Shui' is unlikely to solicit any kind of consistent answer. Everyone has their own interpretation or answer to the question 'What is Feng Shui'. That is not to say that all those answers are necessarily correct. But at the same time, a definitive answer is not easy in this day and age. Why? Because Feng Shui is no longer the same art it was 2000 years ago, when it was known as Kan Yu and was mostly utilized by the Imperial family to select burial grounds and locate capital cities. Feng Shui has evolved. Today, if you visit the Feng Shui section of a bookstore (sometimes labeled as 'alternative' or 'Far East Philosophy'), you'll find books on everything from crystal therapy to interior design to space clearing. So you see, the question 'What is Feng Shui' is in fact quite hard to answer. I prefer to phrase the question in this manner: what is Classical Feng Shui? Classical Feng Shui first and foremost is my term for Feng Shui that is based on and utilises techniques and methods from classical texts on Feng Shui, such as The Green Satchel, Earth Discern Study Truth, Purple White Scripts, Earth Entering Eye, Snow Heart Classics to name a few. Classical Feng Shui is the term I use to encompass both San He and San Yuan Feng Shui, the two original schools of Feng Shui. Classical Feng Shui is about tapping into the natural energies of the environment or Qi in order to improve your life and achieve your goals. This is achieved through the correct placement of doors and the appropriate location of important areas of your home like the kitchen, bedroom and study, within your house based on the natural external environmental features. Natural environmental features here refer to mountain ranges (long), landform embraces (sha), water formations (shui), meridian spots (xue) and tapping into the correct facing directions (xiang). Classical Feng Shui is not about objects or decorative items such as lead crystals, resin dragons or toads. It is not about bagua mirrors above your main door, Mandarin Ducks on your desk and Fu Dogs at your main gate. Classical Feng Shui is not about space clearing or aroma therapy or wearing certain colours to 'enhance your luck'. Classical Feng Shui is not concerned about landscaping your house with certain type of plants, the interior decor of your kitchen, what you put in your handbag or what number your car plate or house number is. And there's no need to steal soil from your rich neighbour's garden to make a 'wealth vase'. Classical Feng Shui makes absolutely no mention of any of these practices.



 These practices are more in line with what I call Pop Feng Shui or New-Age Feng Shui. Pop or New-Age Feng Shui is more about the psychological effect of objects than anything else. It has no consistent principles and its practice is not rooted in any classical theories or ancient texts. Most of the time, Pop Feng Shui or New-Age Feng Shui is a commercialised derivative or watered down version of certain aspects of Feng Shui sub-systems or misunderstood sound bites of aspects of the Yi Jing or traditional Chinese culture. The Eight Life Aspiration system is a good example of Pop or New-Age Feng Shui. This 'system' designates each corner of the house to an aspiration of life. For example - the North is the Career corner, the Southwest is the Love corner, South the Fame corner and so fourth. This 'system' involves the use of oriental-styled products and Chinese folklore objects to 'enhance' each aspiration in a house. The 'Eight Life Aspirations' is not a proper Classical Feng Shui system documented in any of the classical texts. It is, like much of Pop or New-Age Feng Shui, a modern and purely commercial invention. Making an Identification If you are uncertain as to whether or not something is Classical Feng Shui or some form, version, itineration or off-shoot of pop Feng Shui, there is an easy way to separate them. Typically, all forms of Classical Feng Shui will have the following characteristics: a) utilize a Luo Pan for the purposes of acquiring directions b) involves the analysis of location and direction (North, South, East, West, Northwest, Northeast, Southwest, Southeast) c) requires the observation of Luan Tou or environmental forms, which include but are not limited to natural mountain shapes, embrace of land by mountains, flow of water and direction of water d) takes into account time aspects e) considers the residents of the property f) Does NOT require the placement of symbolic items or good luck objects. g) Does NOT involve any spiritual practice or spirituality or any religious or spiritual activities such as chanting, placement of joss sticks or prayers to deities or figurines If none of these characteristics or features form a part of the technique, method or approach, then it is unlikely to be part of Classical Feng Shui. Now, it's tricky these days sometimes to separate the 'pop' from the 'classical' because some Classical Feng Shui practitioners have resorted to adding 'New Age' components to their practice, in order to pad their bottom line a little. So they practice Classical Feng Shui, but are not beyond trying to flog you some trinkets or cures. If you like the psychological aspects of Pop or New Age Feng Shui, or if you find it uplifting or motivational, that is fine.



 Today's article began with a question: What is Feng Shui. So I would like to end with a question: What is the kind of Feng Shui you would like to utilise? By knowing the answer to this question, you will better be able to seek out the right kind of Feng Shui for you, and your home. There's a place in this world for all kinds of people, and so by necessity, all kinds of Feng Shui. As long as you know the difference, and you know what you want and what you are getting that's what matters.



The Year of Paris and iPhone? By Joey Yap Joey analyzes Paris Hilton's Destiny Code vis-a-vis Steve Jobs' - and the launch of the iPhone. I'm in Australia right now, for a series of events and courses and I can't help but notice how much media attention is being given to a) the Apple iPhone and b) Paris Hilton coming out from jail! The coincidences of course have not escaped me - Paris Hilton and Steve Jobs (founder of Apple) are both Bing Fire Day Masters. I was prompted to write this article because one of my students asked me during a class this week: can the BaZi tell us if Paris is really just a 'dumb blonde'? After all, few people would risk jail and drive their car knowing their license is suspended, especially if that someone is an heiress to a multi-million dollar hotel business. So, let's take a look into the BaZi of Paris Hilton and see what it tells us. The Sun shines in Paris Paris Hilton's BaZi tells us that she is a Bing Fire Day Master. Bing Fire is the fire of the sun and so it is not surprising that she is such a prominent socialite and celebrity. The sunlight after all, gives off brilliance, warm and makes us feel happy and optimistic. This particular Bing Fire is born in the Growth Star (Chang Sheng) month and also sits on a Growth star (Chang Sheng) - do you see the double Tigers in the chart? In the study of the 12 Growths, the Growth Star represents a child at the moment of birth. It is cute, adorable and innocent - the center of attention and the one everyone coos at and who everyone wants to carry and cuddle with. And when was the last time you saw someone lose their cool or temper with a baby? Babies can do no wrong. And so Paris, can do no wrong. Despite her well-publicised sex tape scandal, and her apparent rift with her costar of the Simple Life, Nicole Ritchie, and despite the fact that she broke the law, hordes of adoring fans continue to love her! A fan even wrote on her Facebook website that she was an inspiration to many people and so should not be sent to jail. Newspapers reported that when Paris was told she had to spend 23 days in jail after being released to serve her sentence at home, the press reported she 'burst into tears' and wailed like a baby. She certainly wasn't putting on a diva act there - she was just being, herself!



 Now, we can see from her chart that she comes from a wealthy family and she's spending family money. Notice how the Wealth Star (Xin Metal) is rooted in the Year Pillar of the BaZi? This means it is family money. Now, this is a Xin Metal Wealth Star, so that tells us that the wealth is not just obvious, it's on display for everyone to see. And she's not shy about displaying her family wealth either this Xin Metal appears in the Heavenly Stems, indicating it is exposed. Literally, her wealth is on display for all to see.



An Independent Woman? Now, the million-dollar question whenever anyone thinks about Paris Hilton is the 'dumb blonde thing'. What does the chart say? The chart does not show water except in the Hour in the form of Gui Water and it is a negative star. The Tiger in her chart repels the Monkey (Monkey and Tiger is one of the Six Clashes in the study of BaZi), which is her Intelligence Star. Now this does not mean she's not a Mensa club member, but rather it means she gives the impression of not having too many brain cells. There is some speculation Paris Hilton is in fact, a well-oiled business operation, a brilliantly conceived brand that has been marketed very well by Paris herself. This chart indicates that Paris certainly knows how to make money and she is



 financially shrewd as Bing Fire combines with Xin Metal. And with regards to how she makes money, she has no qualms about appealing to the lowest common denominator - launching a record, perfume, licensing clubs, and even going into the clothing business in quick succession. How do we derive this? At the higher level of BaZi, we look at each Pillar in totality. Paris's Wealth Pillar is a pure pillar of wealth - Metal Rooster (Xin You). In advanced BaZi imagery, this is akin to the image of a box of rings. Many common objects put together that don't really stand out. Hence, commercial ventures like clubs, perfume and a CD, items that appeal to the masses. But I am of the view that her behaviour has less to do with ignorance or lack of intelligence and more to do with the independent nature of Bing Fire Day Masters. Bing Fire Day Masters are typically highly independent types that do not like to be told what to do. They will often follow their own path, despite the advice of those around them who may know better or who are trying to protect them from themselves. And because this chart has always been and will always be indulged thanks to the double Tigers in her chart, she is used to doing what she likes. Often Bing Fire Day Masters do not consider the consequences of what they are doing - they just do it because that's their independent nature. Jailhouse rocks with Paris In 2007, the Pig combines with the two Tigers in her chart, and also produces a Destruction. The Tiger is a very important star in this chart, as it is what gives Paris her 'can do no wrong' card. If we analyse this using the 10 Gods method, the Tiger is the Direct Resource star and relates to a person's good name and their sense of comfort. So what was the source of her problems? The Pig is the 7 Killings star for Bing Fire Day Masters. 7 Killings, amongst other things, is a devil-may-care star and the star of legal problems and legal wranglings. Paris drove her car despite knowing that her license had been suspended and it could be argued that this was a devil-may-care attitude on her part since given her celebrity position and wealth, she could easily have afforded a driver! Her 23 days of jail were essentially of her own doing - a form of destructive behaviour. The Direct Resource star typically also makes people complacent and often dependant on the goodwill of the people around them to get things done. If a person has a Direct Resource structure like Paris Hilton's chart, these are people who often get away with getting people to do what they want by simply asking nicely or in Paris's case, probably batting an eyelid or two. As this Direct Resource star in the Tiger is affected this year by the Pig, Paris is not able to talk her way out of the problem or charm her way out of the situation. Her 'Get out of Jail card' has been taken away from her. Will Paris rise again? The sun, no matter how gloomy the day was, always rises all over again to shine and brighten the day. And we look to the sun, to signal the end of a dark period



 or gloomy morning, and to shine and bring brightness and brilliance to our world. So, people will still look to Paris for inspiration, for happiness and will continue to adore her. This will not be the end of Paris, and certainly will not be the last we will hear of her. She'll no doubt be back. But, her current luck pillar, which is that of the Water Snake (Gui Si) indicates possible future problems with the law if she is not careful. This is because Bing Fire dislikes Gui Water as Gui Water, being the rain clouds and the mist, covers the brightness of the sun. Gui Water, is the Direct Officer star of Bing Fire and so indicates more problems caused by going against authority. Certainly, she will not be able to eclipse her popularity in the previous luck pillar of Water Dragon (Ren Chen). The visual image of Ren Chen is that of a beautiful river. Bing Fire shining down on Ren Chen is like the sun shining over the beautiful gently flowing river. At the highest level of BaZi, appreciation of a BaZi comes from seeing the BaZi in pictoral form, like one appreciates a beautiful painting. When the scenery or picture painted by the BaZi is a beautiful one, then we can see that the person's life at that point, is smooth and fortuitous. Of course, as I write this, the iPhone would have been released in the US and we will be seeing the media onslaught from Paris's appearance on the Larry King show, talking about her jail experience. It will be interesting to see which of these two Bing Fire Day Masters, will prevail at the end of this year!



Have luo pan will travel By Joey Yap See how a real life Feng Shui audit is done, as Joey shares glimpses from his 2007 China & Tibet Excursion. Often, I am approached by people at my seminars and talks, who are very interested in Feng Shui, but are intimidated by the idea of lots of formulas, and mugging information. Or they think it is a seriously complex field of study that is dry and extremely tedious. Actually in fact, there's a lot of excitement and adventure in Feng Shui! Learning and researching Feng Shui is not about being trapped in a library full of dusty books or slogging away in a classroom. On the contrary, learning Feng Shui involves a lot of observation and adventure. That's why I encourage my students to Walk the Mountains and Chase the Dragons - to go out, look at the mountains and rivers, observe buildings and be curious about everything. Up the mountain, down the river Researching and studying Feng Shui is like being Indiana Jones - there are no rickety bridges to cross or gun-totting characters that cross our paths, but there's quite a bit of adventure, travel, and detective work involved. Finding and studying interesting Feng Shui formations has taken me to a lot of places that probably most people wouldn't go. Occasionally it's quite exciting. Going to the rooftop of the world in Tibet in search of Heavenly Pool Water and breathing canned



 oxygen all the way just to get a glimpse of the unique High Level Dragons that are found in Tibet was definitely an adventure, not just for me, but for my students who went to Tibet with me this year.



Sometimes however, quite a lot of detective work and legwork is needed to discover interesting Feng Shui spots and locations, especially those with historical significance. For example, searching for the Yin House locations of great leaders and historical figures in China takes a lot of effort. This year, I took a group of my students to audit the Yin House Feng Shui of Chiang Kai Shek, the founder of Taiwan. In order to find Chiang's ancestral tombs (specifically that of his parents), I spent a lot of time tramping around the backwater and provincial areas of Zhejiang in China (braving the famous Chinese toilets!) and practicing my Mandarin talking to the locals, in order to ascertain the location of the ancestral tombs.



Researching Feng Shui also throws up lots of red herrings so one has to not just be a detective, but you've also got to piece together the information with the history and also, snippets of information from the locals. Going to Chiang's ancestral home is often misleading if you're not familiar with the history of his family or don't pay attention to the little details. Many Feng Shui enthusiasts who visit the Chiang family home are usually not able to see why Chiang managed to rise up and become such a great leader. This is because whilst the Feng Shui of the Chiang ancestral home is reasonably good, with the forms showing a Literary



 Arts Star and a Tan Lang General Star at the Direct Spirit Location, it's not the sort of formation that can produce a powerful leader. The answer to the conundrum is rather simple. Chiang never made use of the Feng Shui in his ancestral home. He was not born in the family ancestral home (he was born in the family salt store), and while he inherited the ancestral home as the 2nd son, he didn't live there. During his rise to power, Chiang lived in a different residence with his wife, Soong May Ling. Now, that home has a General Seat Star interlocking the Water Mouth, resulting in a Sleeping Bow Water (Mian Gung Shui) Formation. The property is also flanked by Ju Men Mountains nearby, producing power, status and authority. Looking without seeing Let's say you're not into checking out Yin House Feng Shui and not into going around the countryside looking for the tombs of long-dead people. If you are into cosmopolitan cities perhaps, or you like shopping, you can also learn a little Feng Shui in your favourite locations. All you have to do is - look. Yes, just look! What makes Oxford Street in England and the Champ D'Elysee in Paris a highly sought out real-estate location, have you ever wondered? Whenever I visit a new city on a research mission, I always make it a point to either take a helicopter ride or go up to a vantage point like a tower to have a look at the city and its central business districts or shopping areas. This gives me a vantage of the macro landforms that are influencing the Qi of the area. After I've seen it from the top, then I walk around the area. I look to see the little hills in the distance, and undulating landscape of these areas and see if there's water coming in from the right direction. And the best part is, it never feels like work!



 Even a visit to the mall can be an informative Feng Shui exercise. Ever wonder why a particular mall is perennially busy and others can barely get a decent crowd in on a weekend? Chances are, it's not just the shops. It's the Feng Shui. Are there mountain and water forms in the vicinity? Or is it in a flat location? Does the mall appear dark and gloomy, even on a bright day and with plenty of windows to let in the sunlight? In Feng Shui, it is important that buildings have natural light; otherwise, the building becomes very Yin. Now, logically having enough windows should enable the building to have natural light in abundance, correct? But if you visit certain malls or apartment buildings, despite having lots of windows, it's still gloomy or very Yin. And it certainly doesn't put anyone in the mood for shopping. Why does your favourite store seem to be floundering despite its great product or items? Take a look at the location. Is there a big lamp post at the entrance? Is it under the escalator? Is the entrance low, suppressing the door? The Main Door is an important aspect of the Feng Shui of any property because that is where the property receives its Qi. So we don't like any blockage at the Main Door. By observing and looking at the doors and Main Entrances, and looking at the roads and walkways, corridors and pathways, you can figure out how the Forms are affecting the Feng Shui of a property. And this is the same everywhere around the world - in Hong Kong, in Singapore, in Japan, in America, or in Europe. The forms always repeat themselves, whether deliberately or inadvertently. Even if you don't know how to fly the stars using Xuan Kong Feng Shui or if you aren't that good with memorising formulas, just looking can be informative. Feng Shui doesn't have to be all serious and stuffy - it can be fun, and it can be an adventure too!



Ahoy Spidey, dates do count By Joey Yap Most people understand the importance of getting a good date to do certain activites like getting married or holding an official opening. A few weeks ago, I talked about the power of a good date and promised to share with you more information and insights into the art of Date Selection. Most people understand the importance of getting a good date to do certain activities like getting married or holding an official opening. However, people often do not understand WHY having a good date is important. For most people, getting a good date for an important activity is to fulfill some superstitious belief or satisfy some cultural requirement. Another box to be ticked off in the long list of wedding to-dos. So this week, I want to show you why a good date matters. And instead of picking an ordinary example like opening a simple business or getting married, I have chosen a very special industry, the movie business, to illustrate how a good date can make a difference. I selected this industry because I love movies and more importantly, there is no business like show business. In an industry where



 the cost of making a film seems to go only in one direction (upwards), the pressure for an expensive blockbuster film to open not just well but to sling home with a massive 'booty' within its opening 5 days is imperative. Losing money is not an option. Also, Hollywood has always understood the power of a good date, although admittedly, not the kind found in the Tong Shu(Chinese Almanac). Traditionally, certain weekends are usually selected for the opening of the summer blockbusters such as July 4 or the US Memorial Day weekend. So this makes the comparison exercise with Chinese Date Selection methods a little more interesting! The biggest two films that everyone is talking about this year are Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End and Spiderman 3. So for this Date Selection experiment, I will use the Spider Man and Pirates trilogy. First, they both have common denominators - both the trilogies were made by only one director (so only one BaZi to reference) and secondly, are all 3 part films so we can compare apples with apples. For the purposes of this article, I have used both the premier date and the official opening date in the US (the date when screenings begin in theatres) to compare and contrast - the US date is chosen because the US market is arguably the most important market for the product. So, let's look at some of the basic details. The Directors! Spider Man 1, 2 and 3 were directed by Sam Raimi. Mr Raimi is born in the year of the Pig. His Day Master is Wu Earth. Pirates 1, 2, and 3 were directed by Gore Verbinski. Mr Verbinski is born in the year of the Dragon. His Day Master is Jia Wood. (Birth data sourced from IMDB.com)



Let's look at the Spider Man franchise first. Spider Man 1 opened on May 3, which is a Bing Zi Day. Using the 12 Day Officer Method (Shi Er Zhi Wei Xing), it is a Success Day. According to Grand Master Dong's System (Dong Gong Ze Re)of Date Selection, this is also a good day, with Yellow Embrace (Huang Sha)



 and Sky Happiness (Tian Xi) stars present, along with the Heavenly and Monthly Virtue Stars. Spider Man 2 opened on June 30 2004, which is a Geng Chen Day. According to the 12 Day Officer Method, this is an Open Day. This date is also auspicious according to Grand Master Dong's System of Date Selection, with the Heavenly Success (Tian Cheng), Yellow Spiral (Huang Luo) and Purple Sandalwood (Zi Tan) stars present. Spider Man 3 opened on a Full Day and an auspicious day according to Grand Master Dong's System. Interestingly, this date also contains Sam Raimi's personal Fame star and his personal Resource star, which might explain why despite less than great reviews, the film still made a killing on its first weekend! All three of the Spider Man films opened on what would be regarded as positive and favourable days for an official opening. Thus, the producers were rewarded with some nice box office gold! Title Spider Man 1 Spider Man 2 Spider Man 3



Opening Gross (US$) 114 million 88 million 151 million



Worldwide Gross (US$) 821 million 784 million (n/a)



With Pirates of the Caribbean, all three of the films had a separate premier date and an official opening date. With all three of the Pirates films, the film either had a good premier and average opening date, or an average premier date and a good opening date. For example, Curse of the Black Pearl, the first installment of Pirates, had its premier on a Gui Wei Day in 2003. The day is in a Fu Yin relationship with the year - not good. However, the film opened on a reasonably good day, according to Grand Master Dong's System. June 28, 2003 was a Ren Shen Day and a day that contains the Heavenly Fortune and Sky Happiness Stars. It is not an exceptionally good day but not too bad. This might explain why the film had a rather slow start with a poor opening weekend gross (a mere US$46 million) but went on to a pretty decent worldwide gross of US$655 million. By contrast, Dead Man's Chest had its premier on an exceptionally good day with the Heavenly Fortune and Sky Happiness Stars present. The film opened on July 7, 2006, which is Full Day according to the 12 Day Officer Method, although it is not a good day when Grand Master Dong's Method is considered as it contains the Nine Earth Ghost star. However, this film not only had a fantastic opening weekend, grossing US$100 million in 2 days, but also holds the record for the highest opening weekend gross (US$135 million) and a staggering US$1 billion worldwide gross! Title POTC: Curse of the Black



Opening Gross US$ 46 million



Worldwide Gross US$ 655 million



 Pearl POTC: Dead Man's Chest POTC: At World's End



135 million 114 million



1 billion (n/a)



Source: www.the-numbers.com How will Pirates of the Caribbean 3: At World's End fare against Spider Man 3? Pirates had its premier on May 19 2007, with official screenings beginning midnight May 24 2007. The premier date is still a usable date according to Grand Master Dong's System but the ancient text says: "Even though this day has the Sky Happiness and Heavenly Success stars, there is also the Red Phoenix and Grappling Hook Stars. Using this day will attract legal problems and disputes. It will also attract petty people." The film's official US opening is a Remove Day, but is has auspicious stars, like the Yellow Embrace. However, there is also a negative star, the Heaven and Earth Drilling Sha, which makes it unsuitable for significant events, according to Grand Master Dong's System. Interestingly, Disney, producer of the Pirates film, is engaged in a spat with Sony, producer of Spider Man, over who's opening weekend numbers are better! Talk about petty people! And the film's opening weekend has not been as good as its second installment. Of course, this is a very simple computation of the dates used, involving very basic methods like the 12 Day Officer and Grand Master Dong System. To really evaluate the superiority of the dates, the key cast members and the investors as well as the studio heads personal BaZi must be considered, and even the time of the first screening should be taken into account. A more sophisticated Date Selection system like the Heavenly Star (Qi Zheng Si Yu) or Mystical Doors (QiMen) system could be used to further refine the dates. A Date Selection Specialist would not just select the dates for the opening in the US but also in every country if possible, and at the same time ensuring that both the opening screening AND the premier are held on good dates! What IS interesting from this little experiment is that in the instance of all six movies, none opened on bad days such as Destruction or Close Days. All six films had good dates, some obviously better than others. Perhaps, Hollywood understands the power of a good date in more ways than one!



Nina Wang decoded By Joey Yap Discover the revealing analysis of the late eccentric billionaire Nina Wan's BaZi chart... The famously eccentric Hong Kong billionairess Nina Wang intrigued many people during her lifetime. Here was a lady appeared in public with pigtails



 despite being well in her sixties, and had a decidedly childish nickname 'Little Sweetie' (Xiao Tian Tian) and yet seemed to be a shrewd and by all accounts, extremely capable businesswoman running a powerful, sprawling business empire.



In life, we encounter many enigmas and people who are surrounded by a certain mystique or even mythical, larger than life quality. They make for interesting newspaper reading and help fill the gossip columns. We are curious about their odd personality and habits. We're fascinated by their lives. But often, it's difficult to separate fact from fiction, what's real and what's just pure unsubstantiated gossip. Unless of course, you happen to have their BaZi or Destiny Code! Previously, I wrote about individuals who were prominent in the public spotlight and whose attributes and characters were well-known. But to show you the power of BaZi, this week, I'm going to share with you the BaZi of an enigma Nina Wang. By decoding her Destiny Chart, we will be able to see not only where her eccentric personality comes from, but also why is it that her life turned out the way it did. Wang's birthday is in the public domain but to procure the time of birth, I had to



 make a few phone calls to my fellow Feng Shui practitioners in Hong Kong. Now I'm sure most of you would have read about the controversy that followed her death, where she left her fortune to a Feng Shui master. I received many SMSes from my students and clients who were tickled by this revelation. As that is the subject of a legal battle, I will not be talking about that aspect of her life. We'll instead focus on what her BaZi tells us about her personality and nature, and whether she was just an eccentric and very lucky old lady, or a truly capable business woman hiding behind pigtails! Counter or Prosper the Husband? Traditionally, a woman's BaZi is considered good if it prospers the husband or brings luck to a husband. In Chinese, this is called a BaZi that "Wang Fu Yi Zi" prospers the husband and benefits the sons (remember, only sons counted in the old days). Nina Wang's BaZi is rather unique in the sense that it does indeed prosper the husband, but it also counters the husband star! In short, she brings luck to her husband, but she also brings him misfortune.



Wang is a Ji Earth Day Master, born in the month of Rooster (You). Now, this immediately tells us that her marriage will not be a long marriage or a lasting marriage. Rooster (You) is the peak of the Autumn season. Metal is at its strongest and purest. Wood (which is the husband element for Ji Earth) is dead in the season of Autumn. Also, in this chart, there is no true husband star, which is Jia Wood. There is only Yi Wood which, in the study of BaZi and Ten Gods, is the 7 Killings star. This means that the relationship is more orientated on friendship and mutual respect rather than love. According to Wikipedia, Wang and her husband, Teddy, were childhood playmates. They were separated when Teddy moved to Hong Kong with his family but later reunited and eventually



 married. What complicates the situation for the marriage further is the fact that the Yi Wood is hidden inside the Goat (Wei) branch. In Advanced BaZi, this Yi Wood is said to be inside the Graveyard (MuFu). Combined with the fact that the husband star is weak and not the true husband star, it means this Ji Earth has no affinity with the husband. However, this chart is also supportive of the husband star. Although Ji Earth here is born in the Rooster month, it is sitting on the Goat (Wei) which means the Earth Day Master is supported. So she does bring Wealth to her husband, especially in the initial years of the marriage. This is because between the ages of 14-43, she goes through Water luck. Water supports the Wood element, which is her husband star. So the marriage and relationship is very good at the start. However, the moment she enters her Wood Luck Pillars, problems appear. In the Jia Yin (Wood Tiger) luck pillars, her husband was kidnapped and held for a 33 million dollar ransom. Now, the reason why the husband was unharmed during the first kidnapping attempt is because Jia Yin (Wood Tiger) luck pillar is a very strong Wood Luck Pillar. Imagine a California Redwood. The Xin metal inside the Rooster (You) is like a pen knife trying to cut this great tree. But in 1990, he was kidnapped again. This time, Wang was in the Yi Mao (Wood Rabbit) Luck Pillars. The Xin metal inside the Rooster (You) in her natal chart has no problem cutting the Yi wood inside the Rabbit (Mao). So in 1990, the kidnapping of her husband did not have a positive outcome. The husband element, which is Wood, has been irrevocably damaged and cut away. After the disappearance of her husband, Wang became embroiled in a protracted legal battle with her father-in-law. In her chart, there is an Ox-Goat (Chou-Wei) clash - the Friends (Bi Jie) star, also represents a woman's father-inlaw. This clash is activated when she enters the Chou pillar at the age of 33. So her father-in-law didn't just wake-up one day and decide to take her to court. This relationship issue has been bubbling in the background for some time. Now because this Ji Earth is weak as it is not born in the right season, it can use Friends and Rob Wealth stars, collectively known as the Companion stars. This is because a weak Day Master favours the Companion stars. So although the father-in-law takes her on for the money, ultimately, he will lose it to her because this Day Master can benefit from the Companion stars. Decoding Eccentricity In her lifetime, Wang was renown for two things: her eccentricity and parsimony. She was known to eat fast food, and live on HKD3000 a month. The ponytails and her eccentric behaviour can be explained by the Eating God (Shi Shen) structure of her chart. Eating God types are usually eccentric, have odd habits or interests, are very behind the scenes, and typically are frugal (although on their pet habits, they will splash out). Also, the only Resource star in this chart is the Indirect Resource star. The Resource star governs a person's thinking and



 typically Indirect Resource indicates odd or unconventional thinking. But to understand the pigtails, Chinese dresses and little girl-like appearance, we must look at the Rooster Rooster is Dui Gua. Dui Gua, in the study of the hexagrams, means young girl. Hence, her penchant for girlish dressing! She is not however by any accounts, just a kooky old crone. Eating God as a star indicates intelligence and it also produces the Wealth element in this chart. She is definitely a smart lady, capable of making strategic intelligent decisions. Under her, Chinachem evolved from a pharmaceutical business to become a property powerhouse. There is quite a bit of Ji Earth in this chart, which indicates a propensity towards real estate or property development, much like Donald Trump's chart. But also, her Wealth element is Gui Water - Gui Water indicates wealth that spread and diversifies, hence her move to expand her husband's company beyond pharmaceuticals, into property. A late bloomer Forbes magazine estimated Nina Wang's wealth at 4.2 billion, making her the richest woman in Asia (and according to Wikipedia, richer than the Queen of England). Wang's BaZi chart shows that her great wealth only comes late in life or towards the end of her life as the Wealth element, which is Gui Water, only appears on stem at the hour pillar. Notice that it is the Indirect Wealth star that appears - hence, the wealth that Wang will 'get' towards the later part of her life is likely to be inherited. This Indirect Wealth star is also very strong as it is sitting on its own resource star and so we know that it is not just a small pension she's getting, but a seriously hefty chunk of money. Although Wang took over Chinachem in 1990 after the disappearance of her husband, legally she could not lay claim to the company or her husband's wealth until he was declared dead (in 1999) and after a lengthy and protracted courtroom battle with her father-in-law over the control of the company and her husband's fortune. It was only in 2005, at the age of 68, that she was legally given control of her husband's company, Chinachem and his fortune. Thus, the events of her life, mirrored and reflected that which was in her BaZi. Within 2 years of securing her fortune, Wang died. Living to the age of 70 would arguably not be considered 'dying young' but it certainly seems tragic to pass-on so soon after becoming a wealthy lady. What does Nina Wang's BaZi tell us about how her wealth affected her life? Wang's Day Master is Ji Earth, so Water represents her Wealth. Ji Earth can absorb water, but not too much water; otherwise, the earth will disperse. Imagine a pot of soil. If you gently sprinkle the water over the earth in small quantities, the soil can easily absorb the liquid. But if you pour a bucketful of water right into the pot, the soil will all disperse and be washed away with the water. This is what happens to this Ji Earth Day Master when the Wealth element suddenly becomes very strong. Now, you might be wondering, how does one translate the pictorial image the BaZi gives us, into real life?



 In BaZi we have a saying, too much wealth deteriorates the health. This Ji Earth Day Master is weak, being born in Autumn. So it cannot tolerate that much Water ,which is the Wealth element. So when suddenly a great deal of Wealth, health is instantly compromised. In Wang's case, getting the money would have worsened any illness she had and also explains why she pass-on so soon after winning her money. She would have been better off without the money because in the case of this Ji Earth Day Master, money cannot and does not buy longevity. Power of a good date By Joey Yap Find out why date selection is highly regarded in classical Feng Shui and the BaZi analysis for Virginia State University shooter Cho Seung Hui… With the break, I'm absolutely bursting with ideas for my column and I was having a hard time pinning down a topic. So I thought, I'd go with a different concept and offer you some bite-sized snippets of the Feng Shui and Chinese Metaphysical areas I've been researching, exploring and working on in the last few months while I've been away from writing my column. So treat this week's column like a Feng Shui smogasboard, a taster of things to come. It's all about a good date While on my break, I've been working hard on a book on Date Selection amongst other things. While working on the book, I remembered my own run-in with starting off a venture on the wrong date (yes, believe it or not, we are so busy taking care of our clients needs that we sometimes forget to select a good date for our own activities!). In hindsight of course, it provides for a great example of how date selection matters and what a difference a good date can make. It was 2006 and I was preparing for my usual recce of the locations for my China Excursion course. The recce included going to Tibet, which I had planned to include in the 2007 Mastery Academy China Excursion. The trip needless to say was an absolute disaster. My team members all had serious altitude sickness of varying forms, and one team member got so sick that he had to be taken to a hospital for water in the lungs, before being immediately flown out of Tibet to Chengdu. Naturally, this year, as I took my students to Tibet for the annual Mastery Academy China Excursion, we took every precaution under the sun to make sure everything would be fine, including selecting a good date! Not only did no one get sick, but the entire group of students had a great time. So, why was one trip so disastrous and the other so smooth sailing? It's all in the dates. For my 2006 recce trip to Tibet, we departed on what is regarded in the 12 Day Officer system of date selection as a Balanced Day (Ping Re). This is generally regarded as an acceptable date to commence long-distance travel. However, when the Dong Gong Method, another method of date selection, is considered, then the date that my team and I left for Tibet was actually a bad date because that was a day where a Fire Star was present and travels to the North would be



 affected by Black Sha Qi. Now, since we flew to Beijing and then onto Chengdu before heading to Lhasa, we were heading North the whole time. However, as I had gone from Hong Kong, I was somewhat less affected than my traveling companions who had traveled from KL. The exact date we landed in Tibet was a Stable Day (Ding Re) according to the 12 Day Officer method but according to the Dong Gong Method, it was an inauspicious day, being afflicted by the Bing Fu illness star, which was exactly what happened! By contrast, this year, the Mastery Academy team and the students landed in China for the China Excursion on a Stable Day according to the 12 Day Officer system. Furthermore, based on the Dong Gong system, this day had the Heaven and Monthly Virtue Noble stars, the Yellow Spiral, Purple Sandalwood, Heavenly Emperor, Earthly Emperor and Golden Storage Stars. Not only was no one ill, but everyone had a good time and even the weather was fine! The power of a good date! China's great men and their tombs This year, one of the sites I had selected for my students to audit in China was the tomb of Deng Xiao Peng's mother. Now you might be wondering - why aren't we looking at Deng's own tomb? Well, in Feng Shui, if we want to know why a particular person has achieved great things in their life, we don't look at their tomb - we look at the tomb of their ancestors. This is because Yin House Feng Shui affects descendants so if we want to know how someone is going to turn out, the answer is to check their parents or grandparent's tomb. And certainly, this explains the differing fortunes and destinies of two of China's greatest leaders: Mao Zedong and Deng Xiao Peng. Mao will always be immortalised in China as a great leader and first 'modern day Emperor', whilst Deng, despite being one of the important leaders of the Communist Party of China, never held any official position as head of state. Mao's Yin House Feng Shui originates from his grandfather's tomb whilst Deng's is drawn from his mother's tomb. This is already a strong revealing indicator of the different paths the two men will take. In Feng Shui, it is said "Male is Yang, Female is Yin, Father is bones, mother is flesh". Now, what does this mean? "Mother is Flesh" refers to the use of Yin Qi, and talents and skills that are gained through experience, observation and through study. "Father is bones" refers to what is already in you at the point of birth. Latent talent or abilities and innate character. So Mao's leadership skills and charisma were in-born, whilst Deng had to learn the hard way, how to rise to the top. Between the two tombs, Mao's grandfather's tomb, atop a magnificent hill with a North Guardian (Bei Chen Xing) locking in the Water Mouth of the area, is definitely superior to Deng's mother's tomb, which is a good but basic Five Petal Lotus Formation. Mao's grandfather's tomb has some of typical features of Emperor-creating formations, whilst Deng's mother's tomb derives its Qi from the



 Five Petal Lotus Formation itself. Deng's power is not just true power, but takes a long time to secure, just like the lotus takes a long time to emerge from the muddy waters. The bloom of the lotus also does not last, just as Deng's power did not hold sway for long.



Both Deng and Mao's children did not succeed them to positions of great power and influence. This is because both the burial sites do not have multiple layers of incoming dragons but a single meridian spot. This indicates power to only the immediate descendant, but not lasting power that carries through the generations and can create a dynasty. This is contrast to the tombs of the ancestors of the founders of the Ming and Qing dynasties, where there are extensive incoming Dragons and supporting mountains behind the main spot, indicating lasting power - 12 generations long to be exact. What makes a person go berserk? Some of my students were sms-ing me while I was in China, asking me about the BaZi of the young man who went on a rampage in Virginia Tech University in the US. Based on public domain information, I got his birthday and this is the BaZi chart of Cho Seung Hui, the Korean gunman (time not known)



 Xin Metal born in Ox (Chou) and Ox is part of the season of Winter. In BaZi, we have a phrase "water and metal too much emotions" and this chart epitomizes that. This young man was emotionally unstable. As he was born in Korea and emigrated to the US, this move further affects his chart negatively since the direction of West is associated with the element of Metal. It would definitely have been better for his mental state probably to remain in Korea, in the East, which is Wood. Based on the calculation of his luck pillar, he would still be in the Gui Hai luck pillar. This means that his Year Pillar is in a fu yin formation with his luck pillar. A fu yin refers to a sad crying event. His year pillar is not only in a fu yin formation, but there is also a self-punishment between his year pillar, his luck pillar and the annual pillar of 2007. Hence, this person is deeply emotionally affected and unstable this year. The fu yin also explains his suicide - that is often explained in ancient BaZi literatures like San Ming Tung Hui that a fu yin can bring about sad, self destructive issues or even death. The Year pillar represents a person's external outlook and also, the feeling of gratitude. When this is affected, the person feels suppressed and disturbed. As the star affected is the Hurting Officer (Shang Guan) star, rebellious, angry and desiring to prove the people around him wrong about their perceptions of him. Of course, there's more to this chart, but in keeping with the taster theme, I'm going to keep it short and sweet. In my next article, I'll be delving into a little more BaZi, specifically that of the famously eccentric Hong Kong billionaires, Nina Wang. In forthcoming articles, I will also be exploring places with interesting Feng Shui in and around Malaysia. So if there is a place or a location(a restaurant, an office, your favourite chicken rice shop) that you're curious about, Feng Shui-wise, do write in and let me know about it! A room with a Burj eye view By Joey Yap Discover the Feng Shui potential of the world's only 7-Star Hotel - the Burj Al Arab How does the internal layout of the Burj Al Arab measure up on the feng shui scale? Last week, I talked about the external feng shui of the Burj Al Arab (incidentally, the Burj Al Arab (incidentally, the Burj is not the tallest building in Dubai, but it is the tallest hotel there). Today, I'm going to take you inside the hotel and show you how its internal layout measures on the feng shui scale.



 In feng shui, "inside" refers to the area immediately outside the main Door and inside the Main Door. So, in the context of a hotel, it would be the area where the guests enter the hotel, and the reception area where the guest are greeted and checked in. It is important to understand that we only look at the inside after we've checked the outside. The external macro feng shui situation always ranks ahead of the internal or micro feng shui. You cannot make up for a poor external feng shui set-up, no matter how good and internal feng shui and how much it complies with the principles of feng shui. Having a great Flying Star combination at the Main Door is nothing to be excited about if the Main Door itself is not receiving beneficial Qi because the area does not generate positive Qi, or Qi is obstructed from entry by negative forms or if the property is simply in a direction that doesn't make Qi attraction and collection conducive, such as a Death and Emptiness line. The face that the hotel has the largest square footage of gold leaf, and items within it made of gold, does not affect the feng shui. It only adds to the opulence. From last week's article, it's clear that the exterior macro feng shui of the Burj is pretty good. We now turn our attention to the Main Door, which is how the Qi enters the building. The main door: A Qi mouth Is there anything blocking the Qi from getting to the hotel via the Main Door? Or is there any negative formation affecting the quality of the Qi entering the property? There are no negative forms affecting the Main Door - the road that brings guests to the hotel is a curved bridge, not a straight T-junction or straight road that will bring gushing, aggressive Qi. There is a small fountain in front of the Main Door that acts as a mini-table mountain. It is shaped like a Huge Door Mountain (ju men). There are actually 81 types if Huge Door Mountain and this one, which resembles a volcano, is known as a Jade Pillow Huge Door Mountain or yu zhen ju men.



 At first sight, it would appear as though the fountain is obstructing the Main Door. However, there is a spacious distance between the Main Door and the fountain (a necessity given that the guests are all being ferried to the hotel in stretch limos or Rolls Royces). And the little round about it creates actually helps Qi to collect and circulate. The fountain is also an interesting feature because its position, by necessity, means the Qi is forced to enter the building through the Southeast and Southwest sectors, thereby conforming to the Indirect Spirit principle of San Yuan feng shui. This is also mimicked at the macro level, as there is a large intersection in the Southwest direction of the hotel. In feng shui, this is called the internal conforming to the external and is ideally what we would like to see in a large structure.



Bright halls aplenty As you enter the hotel, it is clear that its layout conforms to the three internal Bright Halls requirement - according to the feng shui classic Ru Di Yan (Entering Earth Eye Classic), this is a Goldfish Ming Tang Formation or "Goldfish" Bright Hall Formation. This is simply poetic language and is meant to allude to the Qi flow being like the shape of a goldfish and to indicate it slows in a meandering and sentimental way. It has nothing to do with the real fish itself. The immediate reception area is Bright Hall number one. There are two large aquariums located at the Southeast and Southwest sections. Again, the Indirect Spirit formula is present, on a micro scale.



 Generally, a feng shui practitioner will not use Flying Stars feng shui for such a large structure. Flying Stars is actually inadequate as a system to handle such a large building. But, coincidentally, the positions of the two large aquariums are in the Facing Star #1 and Facing Star #8, so it is not too shabby. If you saw images of the Burj on TV, you will probably have seen the atrium located above the lobby. This atrium is the tallest hotel atrium lobby in the world and is large enough to accommodate the 38-storey Dubai World Trade Centre building! So that's a pretty big Bright Hall, which is the second bright hall.



 Style and feng shui subtlety So where's the third Bright Hall? It's on each of the individual floors. Each floor has several suites on it and each of these floors has several suites on it and each of these floors features an individual check-in reception area. This is Bright Hall number three and it serves to collect the Qi on each floor. From the hospitality and feng shui aspects, this is a great set-up as it ensures that the guests feel relaxed. What about the rooms? Aside from the fact that they all boast of a fabulous view of Dubai, each spacious duplex-style suite opens to a small foyer (mini Bright Hall) and then to a very large, high ceilinged living room. So the Qi flow from the check-in reception on each floor flows to the rooms unobstructed and then into the individual room's living room. Guests feel comfortable because the Qi is flowing freely from the entrance all the way into the rooms. Of course, for a hotel the rooms are important but the administrative offices are the key to its ability to have and retain good and regular business. As a guest, that was not part of the hotel that I was shown, so I cannot speak for its business feng shui. I would say that a minus point that is evident is the main entrance of the hotel's spa on the 18th floor, which has less than ideal forms and is also located on a floor that doesn't quite correspond with Xuan Kong He Tu calculations. I hope my two articles on the Burj Al Arab have in some ways helped to improve your understanding of Classical feng shui. So, if by any chance you are going to visit Dubai, keep a lookout for the subtle feng shui features that I've mentioned.



A Different Seven Star By Joey Yap How the 7-star Burj Al Arab locks in positive Qi, amidst its flat surroundings. I just got back from a trip to Dubai, where I had been invited as one of the guest speakers at the 2007 Wellbeing Show, officiated by the UAE Minister of Health, H.E. Humaid Mohammad Al Qutami, at the Dubai International Convention & Conference Center. Although I know I said I would be sharing with you this week the information about the positive stars for the year 2007, I'm still so excited about my Dubai trip that I just had to write about it. (Apologies to those of you waiting for the 2007 Flying Star information - I promise it will be here in time for Chinese New Year). Before I left for my trip, I remember a student asking me how on earth the Feng Shui of a place like Dubai could be evaluated. As most of you will know, Dubai is quite a desert-like place and is largely flat, with very little land contour. Typically for almost completely flat areas (and from the pictures here, you can see it is quite flat), we use a Classical Feng Shui landform assessment technique known as 'Flat Land Dragon', which I will explain below.



 Now when in Dubai, one cannot NOT check out the most famous hotel in the world, the self-proclaimed 7 star Burj Al Arab or Tower of the Arabs Hotel, which has hosted celebrities such as golfer Tiger Woods, tennis players Andre Agassi and Roger Federer and a bevy of Hollywood celebrities the likes of Tom Cruise, Brad Pitt, Naomi Campbell and Angelina Jolie. Built on a man-made island, the Burj Al Arab is the tallest building in Dubai, and the tallest hotel in the world. It is an architectural icon and engineering wonder and is also one of the most luxurious hotels in the world with over 8000 square metres of 22 carat gold leaf!



And of course, the Burj has some truly fascinating Feng Shui features. So this week, I will be sharing with you my observations about the external Feng Shui of the Burj Al Arab and next week, the internal Feng Shui of the hotel. When in flatland, a protrusion is worth ten thousand in gold. The first thing when it comes to looking at the Feng Shui of such a large structure is to consider the landform. Because this is a completely flat area, the Flat Land Dragon principle applies. According to classical Feng Shui principles, when the land is completely flat (Yang), then the tallest structure (mountain - Yin) that protrudes, attracts in all the Qi of the area. At 1053 feet, the Burj is without a



 doubt the tallest building in Dubai and so it clearly is drawing and converging the Qi in the near vicinity. Now, it is one thing to have the Qi pulled in, but it is equally important to lock the Qi in properly. For this, you need to have an embrace. Check out the Google aerial image of the Burj and the photograph from the top observation deck of the Burj. There is a wavy structure on the left hand side of the Burj. This is the Jumeirah Palm Beach Resort, another very successful beach resort in Dubai. This structure acts as the left embrace or Green Dragon for the Burj, locking in the Qi from the left side.



Next, we must look for an Ann Shan (Table Mountain) to help keep the Qi from escaping out through the front. In front of the Burj, is the Wild Wadi water park. If you look at the picture, taken from the front entrance of the Burj, you will notice there is a small hill (not the roller coaster). This acts as the regulating mountain for the Burj, to lock in the Qi that is being collected. This setup conforms to the Huge Door star shape. Those of you who have been following my previous articles will know that a Huge Door Star mountain is the star that governs prosperity. Interestingly, right at the front of the Burj, is a large fountain. This fountain not only serves to collect Qi at the front of the Main Door, but it also is shaped like a Huge Door Mountain, mimicking the macro Feng Shui, on a micro scale. Intriguingly, the scenic bridge road that connects the Burj to the mainland has been constructed so that it is a gentle, meandering road (see Google aerial image) and also, it is not visible from the South facing Main Door! And, it also



 comes into the building at the correct angle, which is Sheng Hexagram, thereby conforming to the Direct-Indirect Spirit principle in Feng Shui. This mirrors the macro Feng Shui, wherein there is a Qi mouth in the South West's Kun Da Gua Hexagram formed by the roads (see Google aerial map). It would seem the Burj's architects and designers, avoided an important pitfall of having Sha Qi directed at the property, by making the road curved rather than straight and also, created a very nice Qi flow coming in at the correct South West direction. Now, a luxury hotel, and one that charges a minimum of USD2000 for a night's stay to boot, would definitely be an ambitious business venture to say the least. Well guess what? The Burj is almost consistently fully occupied. But hey, with such optimised Feng Shui, it is hard to imagine the hotel doing anything but good business. Did they, didn't they... Feng Shui it? The 650 million dollar question indeed. Certainly, there is a tremendous amount of compliance with some of the key classical Feng Shui principles such as San Yuan's Da Ling Zheng and the landform principles. It is difficult to say if it was professionally done but that's not really the point. Whether it was accidental or deliberate, the fact of the matter is the Feng Shui at the Burj, is pretty good! However, the setup is not perfect either in my personal opinion. Improvements certainly could be made to improve the Burj's Feng Shui further, in particular, with regard to the problem of the lack of support at the rear of the structure, which exposes it to the Sha Qi from the sea. Generally, we like to have the building protected from Qi on all fronts and it is particularly important to have a solid backing, at the rear of any structure, as this is what ensures longevity of prosperity and long-term success, as well as return-on-investment. The Burj brings forth an interesting point about the idea of man-made Feng Shui. Most of you will know that I have consistently indicated that classical Feng Shui calls for natural objects in the environment. You have to have the mountain and water in the right location. Usually you cannot "make" mountain and water. There is a small exception to this rule. Or perhaps I should say large exception. And that exception is when you have the means and capability to control the structure of not just the building, but the land structure, one hundred percent. When you can build the structure from the ground up, including the land in which the building sits on (the Burj sits on a man-made island), and you control the surrounding areas around the structure (the Jumeirah Resort is owned by the same owner as the Burj) and money is no object, then, man-made Feng Shui is an option. But how many people have the money to buy enough sand and concrete to make a real mountain in their backyard or dig a river and attempt to control the elements through engineering feats? Very few indeed. For most 'mere mortals', man-made Feng Shui is not an option and simply not practical or feasible. So we have to rely on what nature has to offer. Which



 admittedly can be a bit of a challenge, but is not impossible to achieve. Next week, we'll take a peek inside the Burj and find out about the interior Feng Shui of the hotel.



 Good Luck In A Jar By Joey Yap Seeing Stars with Classical Feng Shui & knowing which are good and not-sogood for you. Good Luck In A Jar Once I remember reading a quotation about the cosmetics industry, that makeup is essentially about selling 'hope in a jar'. Well, these days, that seems to be the path that Feng Shui is taking, especially if you are to believe some of the annual Feng Shui books published in Taiwan, Singapore and Hong Kong. These books, with the cure for every problem and 'neutraliser' for every bad star and negative form of Qi, and an enhancer for every positive sector give the impression that Feng Shui offers 'hope, fortune and good luck in a jar'. In the case of Feng Shui, the 'jar of hope' is a gold pagoda a resin rhino figurine or perhaps a three legged frog. Whatever your problem is, there is a cure. Whatever the challenge, there is something you can purchase which can make it all go away. The message from these books seems to be this: having a bad year? Retail therapy your way to good luck! Here's the catch though: your cure has an expiry date. Yes, after 4th of February 2008, you have to toss away your cure or neutralizer or 'Qi perk up' and exchange them for a whole new bunch of stuff. And if you are thinking, perhaps there's a cycle behind it (rhino figurine goes back to the Northwest corner after 12 years for example), no luck. Come next Boar year, you're going to have to add to your collection of trinkets. In short, you not only have to spend money to get your good luck every year, you need a big closet to store your expired cures! One has to admire the ingenuity of these New Age Feng Shui books nowadays. Their recommendations of remedies and cures are truly creative and imaginative - placing sweets in a corner to 'sweeten' the luck, some vase in danger zones (the word 'vase' in Cantonese' that sounds like Peng – as in Ping On meaning safety in Cantonese) and placing a pak choy (a type of Chinese cabbage) to create wealth because the name 'Pak Choy' seemingly sounds prosperous. But that is all they are. Imaginative and creative. If only all these items actually have something to do with classical Feng Shui. None of these were mentioned in classical literatures or has any historical records. Those of you who have been following my column will know that I normally focus on the long-term outlook for any classical Feng Shui prescription. This week, I'm going to talk about something different, which is the short-term outlook, or what is typically known in the Feng Shui industry as the 'annual forecast'. I'm going to share with you the Flying Stars for the year 2007, so that you can understand what the energies that are going to affect us in 2007, and also so



 that you can see why there's no reason to press the panic button and reach for the bottled good luck. I hope that by explaining the energies of the year and how they work, people will understand why trinkets and items of good luck, hope and prosperity are not required, in order to update the Feng Shui of their property or simply to tap into the Qi of the year. What do the stars say? An annual forecast typically is a short-term outlook or analysis of the energies of the year. It is usually done with reference to the Flying Stars of the year. The outlook usually focuses on the negative stars and positive stars, and most importantly, their location, based on the sectors of the property. In the year of the Fire Boar, the Main negative star for the year is the #2 Black Star (see diagram of the 2007 star chart). In 2007, the #2 Black Star occupies the central palace. Now, for those of you who are not familiar with Flying Stars, don't be alarmed by the names or numbers. They are simply a reference for the type of energy in a certain sector. They are not an indication of which numbers are more lucky or unlucky.



As the #2 Black Star is also a star of illness, it is not surprising that many annual Feng Shui books predict a year of illness and disease. The other negative star is the #7 Red Star, which occupies the North sector. Generally, this star is regarded as a star of thievery and robbery. The #5 Yellow Star, located in the Northeast sector 2007 is also another star that is negative in 2007. Now, unless your house does not have a central palace, a Northwest or Northeast palace,



 these three stars are present in every property. But this does not mean that everyone will get sick or that everyone has to 'neutralise' the #7 Red Star or cure the #5 Yellow Star. It's like getting a vaccination - if you already have antibodies, why get the vaccine? That's how we deal with the energies (positive and negative) of the year. Not everyone is affected the same way - some people are more susceptible to the energies of the year than other people. The key here is to find out if there is a 'trigger' that causes the negative energies to be activated or exacerbated. In classical Feng Shui, usually it's an external trigger that causes negative energies to rear their ugly head. What is an external trigger? In classical Feng Shui, this usually refers to environmental features like a T-Junction, Pylons, a sharp neighbor's roof or a lamp post. If there are no external 'triggers' , chances are, the negative Qi of the #2 and #7 stars will not affect your home. In the case of the #5 Yellow Star, as long as there are no major renovations in the Northeast or if you are not using the Northeast for important activities, there is no need to install any cures or neutralize any energies. Leave the negative energies alone and they won't bother you. It really is that simple. The #7 - a good cop, in a bad cop uniform Here's something many annual books, in their fixation with gloom and doom and negative stars, sometimes leave out. In the study of Flying Stars, the #7 Star, although it is a negative star, is actually a weak negative star when it's in the North sector. Furthermore, there is a combination between the Northwest sector's #3 Jade Star and the North sector's #7 Red Star. This is a "sentimental combination" that neutralizes the effects of the negative star and actually brings about a positive outcome. For those Flying Stars enthusiasts, #3-#7 yields what is known as the Combination of 10, in the 1-6 Hetu Combination in the LoShu chart. You might be thinking - Joey, in plainspeak what does this all mean? It means, you don't need to put anything in the Northwest or North sectors if they are connected by pathway. In fact, the #7 Star in this scenario brings about positive opportunities in improving communications and networking opportunities. At my recent seminar on the Feng Shui of 2007, a few participants were puzzled as to why there were no cures for sale, or Qi perk-me-ups for them to buy and some were concerned that I was 'keeping the good stuff' and not telling them about what cures to buy and where to put them. The key to understanding Feng Shui is to first, not be fearful, and secondly, not approach it in a ritualistic fashion. Fine you say. So I don't have to neutralize the negative energies. But surely there's no harm in 'perking up' the positive energies? One of the positive stars in 2007 is the #8 White Star. In 2007, it resides in the



 South West sector. The #8 Star is a Wealth star in Flying Stars Feng Shui. If you have a house entrance or door at the South West, the natural positive energies of the year are already entering your house and your Main Door is already doing the job of 'stimulating' the flow of Qi. This is because in Feng Shui, stimulating the Qi, is done through bringing about Yang energies. Yang, at its most basic level, is energy that is moving, not still. When people enter and exit the house through the Main Door, they are engaging in a Yang activity and are already helping to activate the Qi. Next week, I'll share with you more on the positive sectors for 2007 and how you can tap into these positive sectors in your home and office.



To Title or Not To Title By Joey Yap What's in a title, if a Feng Shui practitioner doesn't possess the requisite skills & respect? Happy 2007 to all my readers. The change over to a new year is always a good time for personal reflection and to give some thought to the path forward, as it were. In Feng Shui and BaZi, the solar calendar determines the change of energies for each year. So for those of us in the Metaphysics field, the new year begins on February 4th rather than on January 1st. So there's still time for reflection, contemplation and resolutions. I thought this week I would share some of my reflections about the Feng Shui profession here in Malaysia. A Master by Any Other Name Of late, it seems, there seems to be a clear lack of ethics, integrity and a loss of professionalism in the Feng Shui industry. It's sad to see such practices perpetuated by those who claim to be classical Feng Shui practitioners, when these are the very practitioners who should be striving to improve the image of Feng Shui.



 The first thing I want to talk about is titles. Not the official kind, but the kind that is commonly found in the Metaphysical fields and in particular, Feng Shui and Astrology. I'm talking about the title of Master or Grandmaster. There is a huge fixation in this profession with the title of Master or Grandmaster and it is not just an Asian thing. Even my western students want to know when they will be accorded the title 'Master' and when I will 'grant' them this title. I always tell them, you can call yourself 'Master' when you think you're ready to be a Master. The fact of the matter is that the title is hugely impressive to clients and students but really, it's not a testament to anything. This is because unlike the title of Master or Grandmaster in chess, which is awarded by a sanctioned world chess body, FIDE, the title of Master or Grandmaster when it comes to Feng Shui, is not awarded by any centralised body or international body. Basically, you can call yourself master if you want and who is to question you on your right to call yourself a master? Heck - call yourself grandmaster or great grandmaster. How is anyone to challenge your right to call yourself that? Hence, the term 'master' and 'grandmaster' can be hugely misleading and cause people to assume that the person is highly skilled or experienced. This is especially the case when the titles are self-awarded. Personally, I don't use the title 'master'. I do have clients who call me Master but I try my best to dispense with that kind of title. I ask my clients to call me Joey or if they prefer to keep things formal, Mr Yap will be just fine. I prefer to refer to myself as their consultant or I say I manage their Feng Shui and BaZi needs and concerns. You could say, I prefer to take my cues from the industry's approach in Hong Kong. In Hong Kong, the cradle of Feng Shui, Feng Shui practitioners don't call themselves master. There simply is no equivalent Cantonese or Mandarin word for that term. Most of my masters in Hong Kong (and I'm using the word masters here in the context of schoolmaster or academic master) ask me to call them sifu or lao shi or even 'Ah Sir' (sir in Cantonese). Of course, there are some true long-dead famous figures in Feng Shui, who post-humously have been called Grandmaster by the Feng Shui community as a whole. Yang Yun Song, author of the Green Satchel Classics, Han Long Jin and Yi Long Jing is often referred to by today's students of Feng Shui as a grandmaster simply because his books are considered the classical texts and groundbreaking works on Feng Shui. In this business, it is important to maintain a healthy sense of reality and have one's feet firmly planted on the ground. If you are an expert, you don't need to add a title to affirm that. Your results will speak for themselves and how you speak to people, will tell people you are someone with substance and skill.



 Walking the Talk The Feng Shui profession in Malaysia has come a long way of late. But it seems there is much more to do before those in the profession can move closer towards 'walking the talk'. We've come to a stage when marketing Feng Shui, and approaching feng Shui as a business practice, is quite acceptable to the lay public. People now understand that feng shui practitioners are merely consultants for hire, like specialists and consultants in any other field. In that light, it is important to ensure that as practitioners, a strong sense of integrity, ethics and professionalism are maintained. There's nothing wrong with taking a traditional approach but taking a professional approach; providing written reports, letting the clients know what they can reasonably expect from the consultation(rather than making wild statements about striking the lottery) and ensuring that we provide a high quality of service to clients will do much more to improve the image of Feng Shui than any title can ever achieve. Claims like being able to change a person's life overnight, especially in the bank balance department, is definitely not what one might call ethical. It is time that the feng shui profession move away from this mentality as a whole. Money of course is important and wealth solves lots of problems in this lifetime, but it also makes people hugely susceptible to hiring a Feng Shui practitioner purely on the basis of which Feng Shui master claims to be able to make the client richer. Although it is easy to get business by telling people you can make them billionaires, claims such as this overlook the fact that in the end, the real results created are a result of the clients hard work and entrepreneurial spirit. Remember that Feng Shui can only help you achieve your endeavours, it certainly won't drop a bag of money on your doorstep and you will still need to work hard to achieve your goals. Any practitioner telling you different really needs a conscience-check. As a simple rule of thumb, when faced with such a claim, consider things logically. If it really was so easy to make the millions, wouldn't your Feng Shui practitioner be laughing all the way to the bank in a Rolls Royce? You don't have to doubt Feng Shui, but you should have a healthy curiosity about the practitioner you're about to engage and any extravagant claims. Most of my Feng Shui studies was done in Hong Kong and having studied with a number of Feng Shui Masters there, I admire the level of professionalism and integrity of practitioners in a country where Feng Shui is employed extensively. So although not my New Year's resolution, it is my sincere hope that come the year of the Fire Pig, things will change. Ding Hai, the pillar for 2007, invokes the image of stars over the night river. Ding, the shining stars, represents Firerelated industries which includes Feng Shui. Hai is the Officer, denoting the finding of a new path that is just and virtuous. Ding and Hai are a combination, indicating progress and evolution for the better, for these industries.



 An Apartment Audit By Joey Yap How to make the most of the Feng Shui potential of your apartment. A few weeks ago, I wrote a case study of Feng Shui of the famous Soo Kee Restaurant in Jalan Imbi. 'Where's the Beef' wasn't just fun to write (if anything it provided a great excuse to visit Soo Kee more than once!) but also garnered a tremendous response from the public. Feng Shui and good food in one location it would seem, really gets people's attention. I decided to write about real-life examples, not just because it makes for more interesting reading, but because it helps the public understand how a typical Feng Shui consultation is done. Why should the public know about our 'trade secrets' as it were? I've always maintained that for Feng Shui as a practice to thrive and grow in the 21st Century and new millennium, it needs to be practical, scientific (to the extent it is a metaphysical science) and in tune with modern thinking and demands. And that means, getting rid of all the mystique and mystery and telling people what it is really all about. Also, as the interest in Feng Shui grows, so increases the amount of information about Feng Shui available to the public. It's often very hard for people who are interested in getting the 'Feng Shui Advantage' to know what is real and what is not, with all the information clutter. By sharing practical, behind the scenes information about Feng Shui, and how audits are done, I hope to help with the information clutter so that people are able to distinguish for themselves, what's real classical and what's New Age and alternative. So this week, I'm going to take you behind the scenes of an apartment audit. This audit took place at a new high rise development in Damansara Perdana. Driving there The first step of any audit, apartment or landed property, begins on the journey to the client's place. Usually, a practitioner will observe the land formations from about 5km from the client's property and sometimes, may circle the area more than once, to get a varied perspective and vantage point. As I neared the client's property, I observed that the road curved around various hills and noted the shapes of the hills and mountains. I also noted the contours (whether the land tilts up, or curves down) of the road as we drove to the apartment, as roads are considered virtual water in Feng Shui. Once we parked in the car park of the building, I took some time before meeting the client, to observe the immediate land formations while my assistant took some photographs of the key land formations and the building for reference. Immediate Exterior The key feature in the area obviously is the superb Huge Door Mountain right in front of the property. Whether or not the client will be able to make use of this



 Huge Door Mountain will depend on the unit's location but the presence of the mountain in front of the property is a positive feature. The land formations in the area are generally quite good, with mountains on the left and right, to function as the right and left embrace.



There was a small set back in the form of a slight windgap on the right hand side but as it is quite a small wind gap, it's not a major problem. The problem posed by the windgap is also easily tempered with the correct and appropriate usage of water. It's worth remembering that it is not easy to find a place that is totally flawless - even Imperial Palaces in China, built at the height of the Qing and Ming Dynasties, have flaws. The key, as I always say, is to minimise the unfixable flaws, manage the fixable flaws, and maximise the good points. In short, the big picture Feng Shui set-up is overall a good one and the building is located in an area with positive Qi. The next question would naturally be: is the building and the client's unit successfully tapping into the positive Qi in the area, and the formations? Once the immediate external landforms have been evaluated, we moved on to the Main Door of the apartment block itself. After checking the Main Door to the apartment block and getting a reading of the facing of the building, it was time to look inside the apartment. Interior Layout With the direction of the apartment block, the Flying Star chart of the apartment is obtained. This is then super-imposed onto the individual unit itself. As we made our way to the unit, one of the important things to observe is the entrance to the unit itself. This is because the elevator functions as a 'Qi mouth', carrying Qi from the lower floors, up to the unit. This particular unit that I was visiting was the first unit on the floor, closest to the lift. The lift lobby was also spacious and broad, functioning as a mini-Bright Hall (or Ming Tang) for the floor.



 I met the client at the unit and after explaining to him the external situation, we proceeded into the unit. On the way in, I noticed a Money Toad on the stoop next to the door. The client was most curious to know more about the toad. His wife it seems is a Feng Shui enthusiast. I told him that if he liked a gold toad next to his front door, it was fine but if he decided to lose the toad, it would also be fine as it doesn't do anything for the Feng Shui of his property. The first thing I checked was the Unit's Door for obstructions that could affect the flow of Qi into the duplex unit. I gave the client some suggestions for modifications that would help with the internal Bright Hall inside the unit, which is slightly affected by the location of the staircase in the duplex. This would help improve the quality of the Bright Hall inside his apartment unit. Having the spacious lift lobby is a positive for the floor as a whole, but you want to also have a spacious Bright Hall within your apartment, otherwise, the Qi that's collecting outside the unit, isn't going to benefit you. After checking the door, we went over to the balcony to take a look. Now, most people when they buy an apartment are interested in the view. Yes, the view is important but from a Feng Shui context, beautiful is not always good. A fantastic view of the skyline is nice, but it might not be giving you any Feng Shui benefits, and instead, sending Sha Qi your way. The client's balcony opens to 2 layers of mountains in the distance, in the Geng direction, with a Moth Mountain formation in the far distance. The mountains are at just the right height to function as Table Mountains. Below, a tennis court is visible, which acts as a secondary Bright Hall to collect the Qi. Both left and right embrace are visible although I noted some sharp environmental features on the right embrace, which I informed the client, would pose some challenges during certain years.



 The client had installed his own water feature. The water feature was a little small and positioned in the wrong area so I advised him to move it to the appropriate sector and to make it a little bigger. We then moved onto the kitchen, where I suggested he make a small change to his stove, in order to align it in the right direction, in accordance with the Flying Star chart and Eight Mansions chart of his apartment. We then went upstairs, where I checked the bedrooms and suggested he change some of the bed positioning, to better attune it with the personal Gua of the occupants. I also made a note of the best room to be used as a study, by the client. So, contrary to popular misconception, a Feng Shui consult doesn't have to be a long-winded affair, or one that involves plenty of shopping for trinkets and then figuring out what to do with them when you haven't got a convenient nook in your South West corner for a pair of marble Mandarin Ducks. It's really just as straightforward as checking the landform, making sure the area is receiving good Qi and then tapping into that Qi!



The San Yuan System By Joey Yap The San Yuan system of classical Feng Shui: Its origins, concept & hallmarks. In a previous article, I wrote in-depth about the two schools or 'pai' of Feng Shui, San He and San Yuan. San He and San Yuan are if you like, the Oxford and Cambridge (or Yale and Harvard) of Feng Shui - they are two different schools or approaches to Feng Shui. All systems and methods of Feng Shui can be classified under either one of these two schools. I then delved into some of the technical details regarding San He Feng Shui, which is also known for it's emphasis on Luan Tou Feng Shui. This week, I'm going to delve a little more into the San Yuan system. At the beginner level, most people would have come into some contact with San Yuan Feng Shui - this is because popular systems like Flying Stars Feng Shui (Fei



 Xing), Eight Mansions (Ba Zhai) and Xuan Kong Da Gua are sub-systems of San Yuan Feng Shui. San Yuan is much more focused on deriving a Qi map of the property being evaluated through calculation, with forms being secondary. By contrast, San He is much more focused on formations, with Qi calculations being used to support the landforms.



San Yuan: What in Three Cycles? Let's explore some of the basics of San Yuan because there's often a lot of confusion about San Yuan's basic concepts, in particular, the concept of San Yuan itself, which means 'Three Cycles' in Chinese. The phrase 'San Yuan' is popular in many Chinese writings, aspects of life, philosophy and history. For example, San Yuan in the days of the Imperial Court, referred to the three Imperial positions: Zhuang Yuan, Bang Yan and Tan Hua. In Taoist philosophy, San Yuan refers to Heaven, Earth and Water. For students of metaphysics, the three divisions of time itself - the 180 years sequence into the upper, middle and lower cycles and 60 Jia Zi, is known as San Yuan. In the study of classical Feng Shui, the cosmic trinity of Heaven, Earth and Man is also known as San Yuan. Hmm....., so what does San Yuan mean? Those of you who have dipped into the Chinese readings on this subject may have heard the argument by certain Feng Shui writers that San Yuan refers to Time, Yin and Yang, and Location. This is a common mistake that many people, including professionals, make about San Yuan. Why? Because ALL systems of classical Feng Shui are grounded in the basic concepts of Time, Yin and Yang, and Location. San He also considers the aspects of time (by virtue of the 28 Asterism, Sun Position and other planetary positions), whilst Yin and Yang are reflected in the principles of Mountain and Water, and finally, San He is definitely focused on Location as far as location of the Meridian Spot (Long Xue) is concerned. So how can San Yuan alone refer specifically and only



 to Time, Yin and Yang, and Location? In fact, the answer is quite simple. The basis for San Yuan Feng Shui is the concept of cycles. Cycles, or Yuan, permeate in all aspects of the application of San Yuan Feng Shui. For example, the Parent and Sons Hexagram Formation (Fu Mu Xie Zi) - this is known as the San Yuan Xuan Kong Hexagrams, where the 64 Hexagrams are categorised into heaven, earth and man groups. Each Yuan, or cycle, in this case, takes on 8 sub-directions; four of which are Yang Guas and four of which are Yin Guas, thus yielding 64 Hexagrams. Another example of cycles in San Yuan is how San Yuan perceives time. Time is analysed in cycles of 20 years. There are 9 Periods of 20 years, which make up 180 years, hence every 20 years we have a capital change in the Qi that influences the world. The 9 periods are further subdivided into 3 levels: upper, middle and lower cycles. The entire cycle of time, in San Yuan Feng Shui, spans 180 years. San Yuan Who's Who One of the challenges when it comes to San Yuan Feng Shui is the issue of the classics. Historically, San Yuan is quite a 'young' school of Feng Shui although this could be argued is due to the fact that the fascination and fixation with 'schools of Feng Shui' or 'pai' is a relatively modern development in the world of Feng Shui. In particular, it has become more prominent since Hong Kong masters made the move to start teaching Feng Shui to the public, rather than strictly adhering to the master-disciple system. Those of you who have dipped into classical reading will be aware of the claim that Huang Shi Gong's Green Satchel Classics (Qing Nang Jing), along with Grand Master Yang Yun Song's Heavenly Jade Classics ( Tian Yu Jing) and Green Satchel Commentaries (Qing Nang Aiyu) are founding classics of San Yuan, containing the key theories of San Yuan. However, Grand Master Yang himself never actually classified his work as being part of the San Yuan School. It was only later masters who classified the Green Satchel Classics as being a part of the San Yuan School. Probably the classical Master who can be said to have 'founded' or gave prominence to San Yuan as a school of Feng Shui was Master Jiang Da Hong, a Feng Shui master of the late Ming, early Qing Dynasty era. Master Jiang popularized Xuan Kong Feng Shui and he also wrote a commentary text, Di Li Bian Zheng, that is today, regarded as a key text by most San Yuan Feng Shui Masters. Di Li Bian Zheng is not to be confused with another book, Di Li He Bi, which is a sort of collection of academic theses and commentaries written by various Feng Shui masters from the Ming and Qing dynasty, focusing mainly on the Flying Stars system. People often confuse the two books or assume that Di Li He Bi was written by Grand Master Yang Yun Song - it was not. Master Jiang Da Hong's text remains



 the definitive San Yuan text that is a 'must read' for all those seeking an appreciation of San Yuan. Why am I harping on about the classics and who started the school or 'pai'? It is important to understand who the 'founding father' of a school or 'pai' is because sometimes, it is the foundation for a practitioner's or master's claim of lineage. Hence when it comes to San Yuan, any practitioner who claims to come from a long lineage of San Yuan masters, is probably exaggerating the claim a little since San Yuan's lineage itself, is quite short, beginning at best, in the late Ming era. The hallmarks of San Yuan The calculation of Qi, with reference to time, is the main focus of San Yuan Feng Shui. The changes and influence of time and its impact, are tracked to determine how the Qi has changed during the course of the period. Formulas, derived from the mathematical model of the Ba Gua, He Tu, Lo Shu and 8 Trigrams, coreferenced against the North Dipper 9 Stars, is the foundation of San Yuan Feng Shui. Whilst San He has a greater emphasis on the external forms, San Yuan has a more balanced approach to internal and external Feng Shui. San Yuan also considers time as a more important factor, when compared to San He's approach to time. San Yuan also places a great deal of emphasis on the 64 Hexagrams in its application. Amongst the more popular San Yuan techniques include Xuan Kong, Eight Mansions and Dragon-gate Eight Formations. These are full-fledged systems in their own right, but are seen as being 'allied' with San Yuan. The popularity of San Yuan can be said to be due to the popularity of Flying Star Feng Shui and Eight Mansions, both which are systems allied with San Yuan and which are relatively easy for beginners to learn. San Yuan is also preferred these days because it is a more dynamic form of Feng Shui and suits the demands of modern society, which is for quick quick quick results. Which system is better? Both have their strengths and it depends a lot on what your goal is. San Yuan technically is better for quick, short-term outcomes whilst San He is better for long-term set-ups (like say, if you are building a castle or planning for an empire!). I would suggest that in today's modern world, a good Feng Shui practitioner is one who is neither dogmatic about practice (in other words, knows BOTH San He and San Yuan just as well) and understands that at the end of the day, the systems don't really contradict each other at an advanced level. It is not a case of which is better or more popular than the other, but rather, which system suits the needs of the client and the demands of the property.



And a Pi Xiu in a Pear Tree



 By Joey Yap Why there is no need - or way - to Feng Shui your Christmas Tree! I was in Perth recently for a face reading seminar and I was approached by a lady with a rather unusual question. She wanted to know what ornaments she should buy to 'Feng Shui' her Christmas tree for a little extra good luck. Apparently she had read it in a magazine that she should Feng Shui her Christmas tree. Hmm, just the Christmas present I was expecting. The answer to this is quite simple: decorate it with whatever you like and however you like because your Christmas tree has nothing to do with your Feng Shui. Let us subject the Christmas tree to the Feng Shui Test: Does it have a location? No. Does it have a direction? No. Is it present 24-7-365? No. Tops, 12 days of the year. So is your Christmas tree something that can affect your Feng Shui? I don't think so. In further conversation with this lady, I informed her that she could still have Santa on her tree and need not substitute it with a Pi Xiu, as was suggested by the magazine. Now, you might be wondering - what is a Pi Xiu and does it have a red nose? Mythical Creature of Great Luck A creature of Chinese mythology with the head of a Chinese dragon, a lion-like body, and covered with whitish-grey fur, the Pi Xiu's fierce look is alleged to be able to ward-off evil. If you take a tour of Beijing's historical landmarks, chances are, your tour guide will regale you with tales and 'advice' on how the Pi Xiu brings good Feng Shui to you and your endeavors.



According to legend, this creature offended the Jade Emperor (i.e. God of



 Heaven), and was punished by having its diet restricted to gold and silver, and its excretory orifices sealed. Somewhere along the way, the Pi Xiu became the ideal creature for 'wealth-generation', since it amassed lots, had a diet of silver and gold and never expelled anything! The Pi Xiu has nothing to do with Classical Feng Shui but is a New Age Feng Shui "idea". In New Age Feng Shui, it is cast as a magical 'protective' object, capable of bringing fortune and luck to its owner. But ask yourself: Given its imaginary origins, how does anyone actually 'know' what a Pi Xiu looks like? And if no one has actually seen one, how do you know the object cast in resin hanging on your Christmas tree is the real McPiXui? By the way, you might be interested to know that this creature has actually no grounding in either Taoism or Buddhism. This shouldn't be surprising, since the Pi Xiu is a product of the imagination of the ancient (maybe even, Modern day) Chinese. The Pi Xiu is treading a familiar path really - a few years ago, the trend was to have gold flying dragons and flowerhorn fish as good luck magnets. Change is the only constant, but… Now, there are some who may well argue that if change is dynamic and inevitable, why should Feng Shui not also undergo its own evolution (or revolution)? Yes but some rules don't change. Some principles remain constant. It is therefore impossible - even absurd - for the formulas and precepts regulating classical Feng Shui to change over time. Advance in terms of application, perhaps, just like all the other sciences, but always remember that the underlying rules remain constant. Likewise, classical Feng Shui derives its roots from time-tested methods and observations, as opposed to its New Age 'counterpart'. And lest we forget, a genuine Feng Shui practitioner will always seek to improve on something that's already good from the beginning; instead of recommending changes that could well turn your world topsy-turvy. Prevention, after all, is always better than cure! And just as you can't rewrite Newton's laws of motion or redraft the Periodic Table, you simply cannot give a time-tested, metaphysical science a whole new makeover! When Faraday first demonstrated the principles of electricity, he was asked: "Of what commercial use will this be?" Any true scientific study derives its pride in its ability to serve and better the lives of humankind; the honor is found in both the means and end. That which is genuine endures, instead of fading away like many a fad or gimmick. Classical Feng Shui takes time to study and master, just like any other respectable field of study. As we're all well aware, the pursuit of knowledge is a never-ending journey, and students of Feng Shui spend years acquiring the requisite skills that enable them to graduate into practitioners and consultants.



 Quite honestly, I certainly would like Feng Shui to be a DIY sort of thing that can be done over the weekend, or fixed as easily as nailing a picture to your wall, or roasting a turkey, for that matter! Unfortunately, it just doesn't work that way. Feng Shui is more than just mere symbolism, more than a mere sort of 'putsomething-there' therapy. Then again, would you just subscribe to any form of therapy, not knowing if it's going to work for you or otherwise? By all means, go ahead and wear a particular dress or shirt of any colour if you like it, rear goldfish if you prefer…do what you will. These things may make you feel good, and that by itself is a form of rewarding therapy. Only remember that classical Feng Shui is a specialized study of Qi, and how it can be harnessed to improve our surroundings and living conditions. It is a tool or means towards identifying the type of Qi and surroundings that benefit you, and how you can tap into them. It is about making informed decisions based on sound, justified conclusions. It has nothing to do with religion or superstition, let alone the things you wear, use or place around your home or workplace. Bottom line, there's no need or way to Feng Shui your tree because it's not going to make a difference as far as Santa is concerned as to whether you have been naughty or nice! Merry X'mas and a Happy New Year!



The School of Forms By Joey Yap Know your landforms and environment, with the San He school of Feng Shui. Most of you probably have heard that there are two schools of Feng Shui. The concept of 'school' is used as an English interpretation of the Chinese word 'Pai'. In Feng Shui, like in many Chinese arts (such as Qi Gong or Kungfu) there are 'pai' or groupings. These groupings are usually based around a certain method, technique or approach to a field. When Bruce Lee developed his own form of Kung Fu, known as Jeet Kune Do, he was essentially establishing his own 'pai' or group. In that sense, the word 'school' in the context of 'school of thought' does to a degree, capture the concept of 'pai'. One incorrect and highly misleading interpretation on the two schools of Feng Shui is that they comprise of the 'Compass School' and the 'Forms School'. In fact, all methods and techniques of Feng Shui use Forms and a Compass or Luo Pan. A more appropriate and correct division of the two schools of thought in Feng Shui is that Feng Shui methods and techniques fall into either a Forms School (Xing Shi Pai) or a Qi School (Li Qi Pai). There are two famous 'schools' that advocate Xing Shi and Li Qi, and these are the San He (Three Harmony) and San Yuan (Three Cycles). Most major Feng Shui systems, methods and techniques will fall under either one of these schools. Even with this subdivision, it is important to recognize that both schools pay attention to Qi flow and Landform - the difference is the emphasis of the techniques, methods and formulas. Generally, San He favours landform assessment over Qi assessment, whilst San Yuan favours Qi calculation over



 landform assessment. This week, I'm going to delve in depth into the San He School - the aim here is to provide you with a clearer understanding of what this particular school of Feng Shui is all about. Thus when you engage a Feng Shui practitioner, you will be able to appreciate the methods he is using, gain a basic understanding of why certain changes or suggestions are made and appreciate what the Practitioner is trying to achieve. I am also going to talk about some of the common fallacies and misinterpretations of San He principles so that those of you who are interested in Feng Shui and do some reading of your own, can separate the false theories or incorrect interpretations. Now you might be wondering - do I need to know what technique my Feng Shui practitioner is using? After all, most people don't know anything about plumbing when they hire a plumber. Well, you don't need to know the subject to the level of depth of say a practitioner but by understanding the methods and techniques, you will be in a position to understand why certain changes are requested - I find in my practice that when clients appreciate why they are being asked to do something, compliance is usually easier to achieve. Also, it makes it easier for members of the public to distinguish New Age practitioners from Classical Feng Shui practitioners. Methodology and Approach in San He Feng Shui San He is one of the oldest Feng Shui systems in practice. Famous advocates and masters of this system include Great Grandmaster Yang Yun Song(Tang Dynasty) 楊筠松祖師, Zeng Wen曾文, Jing Dao He Shang靜道和尚and Lai Bu Yi 賴布衣. The foremost texts for San He practitioners, written by Grand Master Yang, is the Han Long Jing and Yi Long Jing. However, there are also some other important texts on San He that form the core readings required for any San He mastery, including Yu Sui Zhen Jing (Jade Essence Classics) Ru Di Yan (Entering Earth Eye) and Xue Xin Fu ( Snow Heart Classics)



 San He methods focus on five factors - Long(Mountains), Sha (mountain embrace), Xue (Meridian Spot ), Shui(water) and Facing (Xiang). San He focuses largely on techniques of analyzing external Feng Shui. The methods are largely focused on appreciating and understanding how landforms generate and concentrate Qi, identifying the Meridian spot (Long Xue) through evaluating the land contours and ascertaining where the Qi has concentrated, by looking at the formations in the land. San He in that sense is focused on observation of the land first, before moving onto the calculations of Qi for the internal of the property. Another distinctive principle of San He is the concept of Three Harmony. What is Three Harmony? It involves applying the Earthly Branches Three Harmony (which talks about the Mountain ranges in the vicinity) in tandem with the Water Formula Three Harmony that includes the 12 Growth Phases(Chang Sheng Jue) and the systematic alignment between environment, house and man. Some typical methods for analysis and application used by San He Masters: Includes Ba Sha Huang Quan - 8 Killings Yellow Spring, Piercing Mountain 72 Dragons, Earth Penetrating 60 Dragons, 120 Gold Divisions, 12 Growth Water, Assistant Star Water and Land Embrace methods (Bu Sha Fa). What system is my Feng Shui master using? Okay, so you are aware of the theory now but how do you know what method



 your Feng Shui practitioner is employing. Well of course, one way of finding out would be to ask him but you can also tell by observing what he does during the audit. A San He practitioner usually will focus on the external environment primarily so if your practitioner studies the mountains in the vicinity of your property, and the waterways in the area, and uses a San He Luo Pan, chances are that he is using San He as his pet system. Of course, the San He practitioner will not ignore the inside of the house or internal Feng Shui, but his focus will be to check the environment first. His goal will be to determine how to best orientate the property to suit the surrounding Mountain and Water formations and to try and match the location of the Water and Mountains in the area, to San He formulas. Do not be alarmed or think you are being conned if he doesn't recommend Water Formulas to you because remember, all these formulas require natural water formations to conform to the formula and if you don't have a natural formation you can use, the practitioner will not tell you to force the situation by digging a canal or putting a drain around your house. Instead, a good practitioner will strive to work with what is in the environment already.



The Elements of Romance By Joey Yap Learn of Compability in romantic relationships via Destiny Charts. One of the popular uses of BaZi Analysis is for the purpose of compatibility analysis. Now, compatibility analysis doesn't just refer to compatibility between two people who want to get married, although that is the predominant type of analysis that usually interests most people. Compatibility analysis can also extend to business partners and employees. However, as most people are interested in the relationship compatibility variety, that is what I'll be discussing today. There are many things to write about compatibility but I'll stick to a brief overview and focus on the example we have today. We first need to understand what is the meaning of the word 'compatibility'. Compatibility in BaZi does not mean attraction - rather, it means that you have a connection with each other. At a basic level, you 'get along'. This variety of compatibility is quite different from the western concept of 'The One' or soul-mate that many people are familiar with when it comes to romantic relationships. In BaZi, many people can be 'The One', so the focus in BaZi is not on WHO this person is, but what qualities this person has, so that you can 'pick them out' when they arrive on the scene so to speak. Of course, in BaZi, there are also attraction factors - elements in a person that draw us to them. But attraction is not the only reason why you settle down with someone or chose to spend the rest of your life with someone. Attraction factors



 explain why we are drawn to someone, whilst compatibility indicates whether or not we can be in a long-term relationship with someone. When it comes to relationships, attraction and compatibility have to be considered along with the overall question of whether or not the person is suited to a long-term relationship or marriage. Sometimes, some people just aren't the marrying kind or they just aren't in the right frame of mind, or time in their life, when they should be getting married. All these are considerations that come into play when a BaZi consultant is looking at a compatibility analysis between two people and is asked about the issue of romantic compatibility. When two people meet...



 Let's take a look at the BaZi of this couple and see how BaZi can be used to determine compatibility. The lady is a Jia Wood Day Master and the man is a Ren Water Day Master. When we are looking at a relationship, we must remember that in BaZi, compatibility and attraction don't always equate. Now, why is this Jia Wood lady, attracted to this Ren Water guy? One way to understand why a person is attracted to another person is to literally understand what is on their mind. What is the wavelength so to speak and what kind of signals are they receptive to. The biggest influence on any person's BaZi chart is the month of birth, known as the Ti Gong or Yue Ling. The element that dominates the month of birth determines many things about the person - their basic nature, their innate character, their likes, their dislikes and most importantly, dictates their attitude towards life and what matters most to them. Now, if there is a favourable element in the month, then that indicates that they will be attracted to the 'right' people so to speak. But if the element is not a favourable element, then the attraction is not a positive one. What do we mean by positive attraction? It means the relationship is a favourable one and the



 person you are attracted to is a positive influence, or whose presence in your life brings about positive benefits. Now, let's take a look at our Jia Wood Lady. She is born in the month of Hai (Pig). Hai (Pig) is part of the season of Winter, when Water is very strong. So, Water attracts her, particularly Ren Water, which is the type of Water that is the Hidden Stem inside Hai (Pig). And what Day Master is her companion? Ren Water. Of course, one cannot just extrapolate that because someone is attracted to Ren Water Day Masters, that anyone who is Ren Water is attractive to this Jia Wood Lady. It's not as simplistic as that - there's more to the magic of attraction than just having an element on your mind. The Jia Wood Lady's chart is cold, being Wood born in Winter. So what this chart needs is some fire, to help warm it up and bring it to life. Her attraction to this particular Ren Water gentleman can be explained by looking at his chart. The Ren Water gentleman's Day Master is seated on Wu (Horse), which contains the Hidden Stem of Ding Fire. So, our Jia Wood Lady is attracted to this Ren Water gentleman because his chart contains elements that she likes, and also elements that attract her because these are elements that she already has on her mind. In BaZi, we call this affinity. Furthermore, if you look at the Jia Wood Lady's chart, you will notice she is going through Ren Yin (Water Tiger) Luck Pillars. Ren Water has protruded and become evident - thus, the person whom she is attracted to has come into her life. In BaZi, we call this affinity. It explains why people are attracted to certain people, or why certain people at certain points of time in our lives, frequently cross our paths, or for that matter, never seem to cross our paths. Affinity is not always good. You can have an affinity with something that is negative. Affinity does not justify something as good or bad, but simply is a BaZi term for explaining a connection, a synchronicity if you like. I wanna D-I-V-O-R-C-E... Now, this relationship between the Jia Wood lady and Ren Water guy did not last. In fact, they are getting divorced. Why? First and foremost, these charts belong to individuals who are not the marrying kind, in the sense that their personality and characters make it difficult for them to be in a lasting relationship. The Jia Wood lady is a strong Jia Wood, being born in the season of Water, which is her Resource star. Her husband star, which is Xin Metal, is not strong enough to control her. Thus, the relationship is one where she is extremely headstrong and he is desperately trying to control her. Imagine a Swiss army knife trying to chop down a California redwood - that is what their relationship is like. Furthermore, the Jia Wood lady's spouse palace has a combinationdestruction relationship between the Yin (Tiger) and the Hai (Pig). This indicates that her relationships start out well, and then peter out or go to pot in the end.



 But it takes two to tango as they say. Mr Ren Water's chart is also problematic from a relationship perspective. In his chart, his Ren Water Day Master is weak, being born in the month of Mao (Rabbit) which is the peak of the season of Wood. When Wood is strong, Water is weak. His spouse star however, which is the element of Fire, is born in the season of Resource, as Wood feeds Fire. So in his chart, the weak Ren Water is struggling to control the strong fire - a bit like using spit to put out a barbeque fire. Generally, in a compatibility analysis, the strength of the Day Masters of the two parties in question is usually considered. This is a good way to assess the 'readiness' of the parties for a relationship. Generally, the male must be strong enough to control the spouse star, whilst the female must not be too strong, so as to counter the spouse star. Furthermore, Mr Ren Water has two spouse elements, and one of those spouse elements is in a Fu Yin relationship with his current pillar. A Fu Yin indicates a sad event in the person's life and in the case of Mr Ren Water, it relates to his relationship, hence his divorce. In Mr Ren Water's case, his wife chose to divorce him by SMS and it would seem, has a pre-nuptial agreement to protect her estimated USD180 million fortune. Who is Mr Ren Water? He is none other than Kevin Federline and his Jia Wood wife is the pop star Britney Spears.



Right Way to Handle Sha Qi By Joey Yap Learn to identify Sha Qi sources and handle them accordingly. I hope you all found last week's article informative and helpful in figuring out how to undertake a basic Feng Shui audit of a property and helping you visualise some of the basic elements of Feng Shui such as the Bright Hall, the Mountains and the Water. One of my earliest articles was about how people are easily frightened by Sha Qi, to the extent that everything sharp and pointy becomes a Feng Shui bogeyman. While identifying Sha Qi in an area is important, you can't really expect to live in a civilised place without some kind of pointy or sharp object somewhere in the vicinity of your property. So it is all a matter of knowing what you are looking at, and being able to make a judgment call on the Sha Qi in question. Consider Distance Busy roads can be considered Sha Qi, especially if they cut in front of the house, or the property is located on the 'blade' of the road, meaning, the curve of the road points at the property rather than embraces it. However, there's no need to panic if such a road is located far away from your property. If you have a busy, fast moving road 2 metres from your house, or the road curves into your house



 right at the front gate, then you may have a problem. But if this road is a distance away and only visible if you really look for it, then you don't really have a serious Sha Qi problem. Immediacy is what concerns us when it comes to Sha Qi.



Take a look at these pictures. These roads are quite close to the property that I audited some time ago. But these roads do not create a Sha Qi problem for two reasons: firstly, they are quite far and also more importantly, they are not actually visible from the property. Hence, the property is not affected by these negative features because they are too far away to be of significance. Does the Qi really Sha? Sometimes, you can have a tall or menacing feature in the vicinity, like a water tower, of the variety in the picture below. Now, most people will think - aha! Sha Qi. And then they will think they must avoid buying a house near this feature or where the feature is visible. A tall high pointy structure can be Sha Qi but in some instances, it can also be a positive form. For example, this Water Tower here, rather than emitting Sha Qi, actually functions as a Regulating Mountain (Shui Kou Sha), which guards and locks the watermouth and prevents Qi from



 escaping.



Whenever you are looking at a structure and trying to determine if it is Sha Qi, don't always go on pointy and sharp alone. Otherwise, we'd all have to stop using pens, avoid eating with chopsticks and hide our fingers in mittens. An object that emits Sha Qi is usually one that not only has sharp and pointy features but also looks menacing. Now, if you look at an electrical pylon, and compare it to the water tower, I'm sure you can see what I mean about 'looking menacing'. What's the Sha Qi pointing at? At the entrance to the property I audited, which I discussed in last week's article, I saw this.



 Now, you might be wondering: is it the staircase that is bad? Or the sharp corner? Those of you who voted sharp corner, you are right. That's where the Sha Qi problem is. The staircase is not Sha Qi but in fact is a formation known as Cascading Water (Zhun Tian Shui), and is a positive form. The sharp corner is a problem that warrants attention because it points at the Main Door of the house. As a rule, if you are looking at a Sha Qi that affects a particular sector of the house, versus a Sha Qi that affects the Main Door, the Sha Qi problem at the Main Door is a bigger headache and warrants more attention. This is because if Qi is obstructed at the Main Door, or is negatively affected at the Main Door, then it doesn't matter how good (or bad) the rest of the house might be - the house is already starting out in a negative equity position, from the Feng Shui point of view. Of course, when the negative star like #5 Yellow flies in a particular year, this might pose a problem. What happens if there is a Sha Qi but it doesn't affect the Main Door? If you are a little more knowledgeable about Feng Shui, you can check which sector is affected by the Sha Qi and then by determining which Gua corresponds with that sector, find out if a family member will be affected. For example, let's say, the



 sector Dui (west) is affected by the Sha Qi. Dui, amongst other things, represents the youngest daughter. So if your family has no girls and only boys, then the Sha Qi does not present a problem to your family members. I hope the process I have outlined this week and last week give you some idea of how to find a good Feng Shu property and that the pictures have been helpful in allowing you to visualise some of the key positive Feng Shui features and negative Feng Shui features, that can be found in an environment. I hope this helps those of you who have a keen interest in Feng Shui, screen your own properties. Of course, when you Feng Shui It Yourself, it may not be as good as compared to a complete professional audit, where the consultant will also look at the direction of the Main Entrance (if it is a gated community or enclosed housing area), ensure conformity to Direct and Indirect Spirit principles in the macro and micro environment and personalise the Feng Shui to you and your family members. But remember, doing something is better than doing nothing. If you can't afford a Feng Shui consultation, do what you can. You may not be able to find a superb property, but you can avoid an unfavourable location. Ultimately, Feng Shui is very simple - avoid the Sha Qi, find the Sheng Qi. If you can do the first one, you're 50% there already! If you can do both, then you're definitely already putting yourself in an advantaged position, Feng Shui wise!



A picture guide to Feng Shui By Joey Yap Learn what makes a property viable, Feng Shui-wise, with a pictorial guide. People are often curious about how a Feng Shui audit is done, partly because by understanding how a professional consultant approaches his task, it is easier for the layperson to gauge the extent to which they can undertake the same task themselves. How else can you learn how to 'Feng Shui It Yourself' but by seeing how it is done by a professional? I always say to my students, do not be worried about what you cannot do – focus on what you can. So keep that in mind as you read through this article. Using Feng Shui is more than just hiring a Feng Shui master – it is about being committed to helping yourself and using Feng Shui as a tool to achieve that end. Hence, today's article will share with you the 'trade secrets' on how Feng Shui consultants go about auditing a property and evaluating a property, to determine if it is good, or not good. To help you 'see' the Feng Shui, I have also included several pictures of the area. See Mountains



 Often people say they cannot see mountains (or Dragons) in their area. So, here is a picture of mountains taken in vicinity to the house I audited recently. The first picture is a "Jue Men" Huge Door Mountain. The second mountain in the vicinity, is a "Tan Lang" Greedy Wolf Mountain. Now, I won't go into the specifics of where these forms ideally should be as there are complex formulas dealing with these issues. For now, focus on looking for an area or house, with mountains like these, which do not emit vicious Qi but are pleasant and noble looking. These are the faciliators of Qi in our natural environment. Preferably, the front mountain or "An Shan" Table Mountain should not be too high - an easy way to find out is to stand at the Main Door, and extend your hand naturally. If the mountain is higher than your extended hand, it's too high. The mountain at the rear should have 3 'layers' - meaning, mountain ranges extending behind the nearest mountain, but if pressed, just make sure there is a higher mountain at the area or higher ground at least. Where these natural features are found, there would be circulation of positive Qi. Look for the Bright Hall Generally, we want a nice big broad area in front of the house, to act as a Ming Tang or Bright Hall, to collect the Qi. The ideal is to have three layers of Bright Halls, so that one conforms to the "San Fen San He" Three Harmony Three Divide principle of Feng Shui. Take a look at these pictures.



 Firstly, between the mountain range in front of the house, and the house, there is a large Bright Hall, and then a smaller one inside the larger Bright Hall. So where's the third? It's in front of the house. Now, look at the house in the pictures below.



Notice that this house has a broad, wide and high space in the front? Now, when you have a nice broad Bright Hall in the macro environment, we want to 'mimic' this in the micro environment, as represented by the property itself. A house with a tight Bright Hall squeezes the Qi. Also, if the Main Door itself is a little high, this makes it hard for Qi to enter the property. However, this can easily be rectified and furthermore, the overall environment is still good. So the owner of such a house can benefit from the Qi, but perhaps will find it is a modicum harder, because he's not getting all of the Sheng Qi due to the tight entrance. Find the Water - Look at the Roads Now, the perfect environment in Feng Shui requires a mixture of both the Yin and the Yang. When mountains are present, the Yin element of the environment is already there. So, next we must look for Water or the Yang element.



 Remember, Qi gathers at the boundaries of Water. Roads act as carriers of Qi in the modern world that we live in. So, look at the roads in the area. A little bit of detail-consciousness is required, especially when the tilt of angle of the roads is very subtle. But if you look hard, you can see it.



This is the picture of the road coming into House 1. See how the road meanders down and is not a sudden steep incline? Then as it reaches the level of the house, it curves gently. Qi has gathered here. So all the owner has to do is tap the Qi, either by opening a door or adjusting the position of the house gate to tap the Qi. The house in the picture also taps into the Qi brought down by the roads, from higher ground. Again, notice that the roads meander down from higher ground, and do not incline steeply. Qi likes to meander and move slowly, and not gush down the road; otherwise, it becomes Sha Qi. Now, this house has the advantage of a broad Bright Hall, so the owner just has to open the main gate at the correct angle to tap the Qi. In my next article, I'll talk about how to handle Sha Qi in a house audit, using the same example.



Where's the beef? By Joey Yap Discover the secret of success behind one of KL's landmark restaurants. One day, while visiting my favourite ginger and spring onion fried beef and Gong Foo Chow (Cantonese Fried noodles) restaurant Soo Kee, in Jalan Imbi, I had an inspired moment. I'm always looking for new ideas and material for my column - my friends of course never fail to remind me that my readers are always hungry for more new interesting information from me every week, even though I can't imagine how it is possible to be boring with so many things about Classical



 Feng Shui to write about! So in the vein of staying interesting, this week's article is a little different because I will be talking about the Feng Shui of a real place. Usually in my articles, the examples are often hypothetical so it can sometimes be difficult for readers to 'see' the Feng Shui as it were. By talking about the Feng Shui of a real place, it makes it easier not just for people to see the Feng Shui and how it works, but to go to the place and see it with their own eyes. Just as I always tell my students that 'Walking the Mountains' is an integral part of any Feng Shui education, so for laypersons and enthusiasts of Feng Shui, hearing the theoretical explanation, and then seeing the actual place, makes it easier to understand how the nuts and bolts of Feng Shui work. Most of you might have wondered why it is that certain restaurants or businesses seemed to have boomed in one place, but failed in another. Or why is it that one business can succeed in a particular location, but the next tenant doesn't achieve the same effect, despite being at the same location and sometimes even, doing the same business! The ability of a business to succeed in a certain location is often attributed to the 'Feng Shui' but often, no one knows 'what' this Feng Shui actually is. In business, Feng Shui is like an invisible edge over your competitors - it is there, but no one really knows what it is or what it looks like. Of course, this sometimes leads to ridiculous situations where business owners refuse to touch any part of their property (for upgrading or renovation purposes for example) in the belief that it will muck the Feng Shui. It is also with this in mind that I have decided to write about real locations and their Feng Shui setup. While it is true that Feng Shui can play a part in the ability of a business to succeed or do well, it is important to know 'why' the Feng Shui of a location is working and why it benefits a particular type of business, and not just buy into the 'good Feng Shui' statement blindly. Find the Qi, Collect the Qi, Tap the Qi My favourite fried beef and Cantonese noodles restaurant, Soo Kee, is a good illustration of how Feng Shui works in a business context or environment. The proprietor of Soo Kee is Jasmine Hon - she runs the business together with her sister Jessica. Across the road, is another family restaurant, run by their brother. Soo is not the family name, but is in fact her father's name. The family surname is Hon. The late Mr Hon Soo came to Malaysia at the end of the 2nd world war, and had been known for his fried beef and noddles, and teaching his daughters and sons the technique of good 'wok hei' and passing down the cooking secrets all these years. The Soo Kee business has moved three times since Mr Hon Soo started it, from their original location in Jalan Silang (now known as Jalan Tun Tan Siew Sin where it was known as Tai Shue Tau the restaurant under the big tree!), to a location near Guangdong Bank, behind Isetan, and then to the shop opposite its current location. In 1987, the business moved across the road to where it has stayed till today. I have, on different



 occasions, visited Soo Kee for lunch, dinner and supper and it's always busy and full of customers. Of course, the excellent fried beef and noodles is one reason but we all know of restaurants with great food that couldn't survive. Here's where a little Feng Shui help comes in. The basic principle behind Feng Shui is simple enough. Find the Qi, collect the Qi, and then tap the Qi. To find the Qi, one must first identify the sources of the Qi or the Qi mouths. This is the direction in which the Qi enters an area. Next, the Qi must be allowed to settle or collect - this requires a Ming Tang or Bright Hall. Finally, once an area has Qi entering it, and the Qi has a means to collect, it is simply a matter of opening a suitable door (or doors as it were) to collect and bring in the Qi.



Soo Kee Restaurant is located in Jalan Imbi, at a corner lot. The first thing you will notice about the restaurant is that squarely in front of it, is a little miniature park as it were. This little park is extremely important - it functions as a Bright Hall or Ming Tang, to enable the collection of the Qi. What is the source of Qi then that collects at this Bright Hall? Look at the road in the picture. You will notice it curves gently towards the restaurant - in fact, if you sit inside the restaurant, you can see how the road brings the Qi towards the area just in front of the restaurant. In addition, there is a secondary Qi mouth that brings in Qi from the left hand side, from the main Jalan Imbi. If you drive towards Soo Kee, from Jalan Imbi, you will notice that you are always travelling on an incline. Jalan Imbi itself is located at a lower level compared to Jalan Bukit Bintang. And Soo Kee itself is on a slightly lower tier, from the main Jalan Imbi. In classical Feng Shui this is known as Descending Water formation. So the Qi flows from Jalan Bukit Bintang, down the road next to Sungai Wang (which incidentally, thanks to a well-located Main Door, is scooping up the Qi as well, hence it's prosperity till this day!) onto Jalan Imbi, and then meanders its way down and around, following the roads, to settle in the Bright Hall right in front of Soo Kee Restaurant! All the proprietors had to do was open a door to receive the Qi. And that is



 exactly what they did. There are 3 doors in Soo Kee Restaurant but the largest door or entrance, coincidentally, is the one that is located exactly at the point where the Qi enters the area. Feng Shui is really that simple - find the Qi, make sure it has a place to collect, and then open the right doors. From a technical standpoint, for those of you who are interested in the calculations aspect of it, the location of this property conforms perfectly to the principles of Direct and Indirect Spirit. The water flow conforms to the marco Ling Shen location - North and East. Specifically the property itself sits on the Tai Hexagram, with Qi mouth in the Tun and Li of the 64 Hexagrams conforming to the Xuan Kong Da Gua formation. Also, from a Forms point of view, this property has an excellent embrace, provided by the buildings on the left and the right (Green Dragon and White Tiger), with the Qi that collects in the Bright Hall protected and locked in by a regulating Table Mountain in front. Qi is also prevented from escaping by the buildings located behind the Qi mouth. Internally, the restaurant's general lay out, like cashier location, also follows the rules on internal forms, as appropriate for a restaurant business. Jasmine tells me that they did hire a Feng Shui master when they moved over to this location, but he didn't ask them to fix anything. A wise Feng Shui master indeed, given that nothing really needed fixing! And like with all things, in Feng Shui, if it ain't broke, don't fix it. According to Jasmine, since Soo Kee moved to its present location twenty years ago, business has been very good - their first night in their new location, she said, left her with aching legs because they were so busy! Part of the fun in Feng Shui is figuring out why an area works, why a business succeeds, or why things click in a certain location, as a result of the Feng Shui. And there's nothing like a real life example, to make the puzzle worthwhile figuring out, what more a location that has good food to boot! So hop over to Jalan Imbi, order up a plate of fried beef, some coconut water, and take a look for yourself. Check out how the set-up of the restaurant - the subtle angle of the door, the slight dip in the road at the entrance, the roof, the tree at the entrance play their role in optimising the Qi and Feng Shui of the area but remember to pay attention as you drive towards and pull up to the restaurant. Have fun figuring out the Feng Shui of Soo Kee!



More Feng Shui for the Home By Joey Yap Quick tips to harness better Qi at home The internal Feng Shui of any residential property begins at the three main locations - the main door, the kitchen stove and the bedroom. A rightly placed main door ensures that the property receives the right type of Qi from the environment, and circulates it throughout the entire house.



 While 'Yang' factors govern wealth aspects, 'Yin' factors govern health and relationships. Health is therefore reliant on the stove placement and bedroom location. In the Flying Stars system, the stove and bed should receive Qi from a good 'Sitting Star'. The Sitting Star is the 'Yin' quality of a given sector, and should not be disrupted by constant activity, large bodies of water, or external negative features. Properties located at extremely 'Yang' or active areas may be disadvantageous in terms of health and relationships. WHAT'S GOOD? AND WHAT'S NOT? The fundamental of a good house is that the Yin and Yang should be balanced and complementary. That is why in most cases the back portion of the house (the 'sitting' of the house) should be protected, stable and quiet. The 'facing' side of the house should see broad open space (the 'Bright Hall') for Qi to collect. The stove serves as the 'fire mouth' that channels Qi into food and water during the cooking process. If the 'fire mouth' receives negative Qi, naturally the food is imbued with negative Qi. In today's modern stoves, the 'fire mouth' is marked by the location of the stove knobs used to ignite the cooking fire. These knobs should face towards one of the auspicious directions of the breadwinner of the house. The bedroom is highly important as individuals spend a lot of time here. People become vulnerable in their sleep and therefore it is crucial that the bedroom is adequately Yin. A bedroom overlooking a highway for example, is not ideal, individuals sleeping in rooms with inappropriate types of Qi will find that they wake up the next day tired. Some do not even sleep well through the night in the long run, health problems develop. ILNESS AND REMEDIES According to Eight Mansions Feng Shui, the 'Tian Yi' room is the best room to use for its healing qualities. The 'Fu Wei' room is also known to soothe its occupants. Then there is the placement of the bed itself. In most cases the door should not open directly into full view of the bed. This is because, the bed (and the person using it) should be properly protected. A bed should not be placed underneath a protruding ceiling beam. This is a structural flaw that disturbs the 'Yin' quality of the bed. The nine sectors (or 'palaces') themselves are good indication of illness and areas of the anatomy affected. For example, the South sector receiving external



 'Sha' (negative Qi) would damage the eyes or heart. A problem with the Northwest sector affects the head or brain. A missing North sector would mean weaker kidneys and reproduction system. Diagnosis of illness is possible through advanced analysis of Flying Stars chart read against the occupant's Life Gua. Further consideration of annual, monthly, and daily stars (sometimes even down to hour) reveals more information on the severity of an illness. A person's health condition is also reflected as an imbalance in his or her BaZi chart. Feng Shui - sleeping in the right room - is used to redress this imbalance.



Feng Shui for Apartment Buyers By Joey Yap Discover the secret behind the Feng Shui of high-rise properties. In keeping with my promise of following up on the precious article about high-rise Feng Shui, I would like to share with you more tips on Feng Shui for Apartment Buyers! High-rise dwellings are prominent landmarks that dominate city and metropolitan landscapes all across the world, so it's definitely worthwhile taking the time to know what makes an apartment or condo's Feng Shui good. Now, you probably don't want to know all the technicalities and techniques involved - you jut want something practical, easy to understand - no-frills, as it were. So now, let me give you the 'no-frills' guide to Feng Shui for apartments. And for the sake of brevity, I'll be using the word "apartment" to encompass serviced apartments, normal apartments, condominiums and any other high-rise residential properties. Getting the Direction When it comes to apartments, the challenge for enthusiasts and laypersons are getting the Facing Directions right. Now, most of the time, incorrect Flying Stars (Fei Xing) or Eight Mansions (Ba Zhai) calculations are obtained when it comes to apartments because the Facing Direction has been taken from the wrong place! Unlike landed property, apartments can be confusing, because the Facing Direction is usually not always obvious. For instance, do you take the directions from the guardhouse? The entrance to the block you are planning to buy a unit in? Or is it from the unit in question? Some people say each unit has its own Facing Direction. You may even have even heard of one school of thought that says the first nine floors have one Facing, and the subsequent nine floors have a different Facing.



 The answer is fairly straightforward, however. Take the direction from the façade of the block that you intend to purchase a unit in. The reasoning is simple - an apartment block is basically one large house with many rooms. Last I checked, most apartments had one common roof. So in Feng Shui, we treat the whole block as one house with one Facing Direction. Once you have the direction, plot the Flying Star or Eight Mansions chart, whichever system you feel more comfortable with to obtain the Qi map of the unit.



Use the calculators on my website, www.joeyyap.com to work out the Feng Shui math once you have the right direction. Now, you might be thinking- hey, that means all the units in the block have the same Qi map! So how do I know which one is best or is there no difference at all? The design, of course, will be standard and so is the layout but each unit is not



 all located in the same location on a space continuum. Firstly, the external forms, which are the Mountain and Water formations around the apartment block itself and the area that the apartment is located in, will also influence the Qi of each unit differently. And the location of the forms will vary from unit to unit on the same floor, and each unit on different floors. A simple way to appreciate this is to basically take aYin form, like a Table Mountain (An Shan), which is the term Feng Shui practitioners use for the mountain in front of the residence that serve to lock the Qi in an area. Of course, the size of the mountain will be different, depending on the floor you are on. Generally, when it comes to Luan Tou or Forms Feng Shui, we don't like the Table Mountain to be too high or too low. So depending on the floor you choose, the Table Mountain will either be just right, too low or too high. It will also be in a different sector, depending on where your unit is located. When it comes to apartments, the application of Feng Shui is also much more subtle. The small differences between each unit on each floor are what count. For example, the difference of a few degrees in location of external forms and internal forms can make all the difference to the Feng Shui of a unit, because a practitioner will usually be using Xuan Kong Da Gua in addition to the basic systems. And Xuan Kong Da Gua involves very precise, down to the degree calculations to determine the Qi map of the property and ascertain the Qi points. Your Unit Here Once you have the Flying Stars or Eight Mansions chart of your apartment block, get a copy of the unit's floor plan. You have to do a bit of work here but, basically, you need to superimpose the chart over your unit. How do you do this? Use a compass to get the direction of your unit's door. Super-impose the Flying Stars chart that is in the building's Facing Direction onto the unit's plan. So, for example, if your apartment block faces West 2 (W2) but your unit's main door faces East 2 (E2), you need to transfer the stars found in the East sector of the apartment block's chart onto the Main Door sector of your unit's floor plan (see diagram). Remember, the Main Door of the unit may not be in the same directions as the Main Door of the block, which is why you have to superimpose the chart. I won't go into the details of all the type of combinations you don't want to see at the Main Door of your unit but here are a few negative combinations you don't want to see: 3-2 (arguments and disputes will be plentiful), 9-5 (indulgences, unhealthy habits) 3-5 (wastrels and problems caused by money). The logic behind this is quite simple: the stars at the Main Door of your unit give



 you a general snapshot of the Qi affecting it. So, if the Qi at the unit' door is not good, what's circulating in the unit cannot be any better. As I always tell my students, you can't perm your hair if you don't have any hair in the first place! You can only tap the Qi that you have at hand, not create it out of thin air or suck it in with some cast-in-gold Flying Dragon. If the Main Door of the unit has good stars or good combinations, move to check the bedroom sector. It is preferable too see good Sitting. Stars in the bedroom area as these help with health and ensure good relationships professionally and personally. Forms, Inside Out It is important to also observe the external forms that influence the apartment block's Qi and the forms around the Main Door of the apartment block. For this, the rules that apply to landed property, which I have written about in my book, Feng Shui for Homebuyers - Exterior, can be used. The external forms must always be checked before we look inside. Typically, a professional Feng Shui consultant will evaluate the external forms from the apartment block's Main Door and also the balcony of the unit. You can also do some quick and simple evaluation from the balcony yourself. Stand at the balcony and look out. Do you see any hills or mountains or river formations? Where are these hills or mountain and river formations located? Here's the quick 'no-frills' answer to mountains and water. Ideally, you should see Mountains or hills at Northeast, West, Northwest and South sectors and Water at East, Southeast, North or Southwest directions. Remember, the apartment swimming pool is a sufficiently large body of water to take into consideration, so check to see if it is located correctly, based on the preferred directions above. For apartments, internal forms arguably play a more important role because if you have a problem, you have less room to play with in terms of making changes or renovations. So, observing the forms within the unit is important. Good stars at the unit' door will not be helpful if the unit's door has a Qi flow problem due to obstruction or the lack of a Bright Hall (Ming Tang). You need both good stars and good forms! Generally, try not to have cluttered or tight corridors outside of your apartment unit. The life to your floor is considered an internal Qi mouth in apartment Feng Shui, so you don't want the flow of Qi from the lift to your unit door to be obstructed or



 blocked. Similarly, inside the apartment, make sure that there is an open space just beyond the unit door for the Qi to collect. Kitchen Matters Moving the kitchen I a non-existent option when it come to apartment, so it is vital that you check this aspect of the unit out before you buy or rent. Professionally, we look at both the Flying Stars or Eight Mansions charts and the forms to determine if the kitchen is an acceptable location and how to place the stove in it. But for the layperson, I would suggest just going along with the internal forms. Here's the 'no-frills' approach; make sure that you can locate the stove in a place in the kitchen that has no negative forms. The rules that apply to internal forms for kitchens in landed properties apply to internal forms for kitchens in apartments. So, for example, you don't want to buy an apartment unit where the kitchen is designed in such a way that you have to locate the stove opposite the kitchen door - or the only way to put your sink and stove is right opposite each other, resulting in a Fire and Water clash.



Questions you should avoid By Joey Yap Joey Yap provides an insight into getting the most out of your Feng Shui Consultation experience Last week, I wrote about some pertinent questions you should ask before you select your prospective Feng Shui consultant. This week, I'm going to talk about what you, as a user of such services, should do to maximise the time you have with your consultant. I am going to share with you some unique perspectives this week of what YOU should avoid doing during a Feng Shui or BaZi consultation in order for you to benefit most from a consultation.



You might be wondering - why is Joey talking about what I should not do? The reason why some people sometimes don't get the best out of a consultation, be it



 a Feng Shui or BaZi consultation, is because they don't really know how to handle a consultation. Now, this has nothing to do with a person's IQ, education level or personality. Most people visiting a professional for the first time - be it a lawyer, a doctor, a dentist or a chiropractor - have no idea what to expect either. Accordingly, they also have no idea how to handle the experience or what to expect. That's why, viewing things from the perspective of a professional practitioner or consultant is important. By asking someone who actually practices the speciality how we should handle a consultation, we get an insight into how the practitioner's mind works, what matters and doesn't matter, and how to get the most out of the time we are in their office. By avoiding questions that don't serve our interests and approaching the consultation the right way, we avoid wasting our time in the consultation on matters of little significance, get to the crux of the matter and ensure the consultation is a positive experience. My colleagues and peers in the profession come from various parts of the world and they often share with me their experiences, good or bad, with their clients. Not surprisingly, their experiences with their clients, wherever they come from, are quite similar and consistent. Attitude Matters There seems to be a common trend for some people to come to a Feng Shui or BaZi consultation with a less than ideal attitude. What is this attitude? We call it the anti-change attitude. They resolutely refuse to make any kind of changes, be it to their personality or attitude in life (when it comes to BaZi) or any modifications to their home (when it comes to Feng Shui). Many of these changes are not even drastic. If they refuse to change bedrooms, this perhaps is somewhat drastic to some people. But repositioning the bed? That is not a drastic change by any reasonable measure. Yet there are clients who refuse to even do that. Instead, they expect a consultant to ask them to install something in their house or bedroom (and preferably something that is not too ugly, will not inconvenience them, and doesn't involve any digging, drilling or DIY work) that will 'dissipate the Sha Qi', throw some salt and make their problem go away. Having an anti-change attitude is like going to see a doctor to help cure a problem but then refusing to take the medicine. It may not be advisable to seek a Feng Shui or BaZi consultation if we are not ready for one. If we go to a Feng Shui or BaZi consult but are not interested in improvement, then chances are we are wasting our own time and money. Before a consultant can help us, we must first want to help ourselves. Our Feng Shui or BaZi consultant is being paid to give us useful advice. Sometimes they may give us advice which is hard to accept or difficult to implement. But, to benefit fully from his advice, it is best to review with the consultant how we could overcome those difficulties or work around those recommendations. In Feng Shui, of course a skilled practitioner will seek to minimise the changes



 that we need to make. But that does not mean we will not need to make any changes at all. No consultant wants to advocate drastic change or something that requires us to turn our life upside-down. Even in a BaZi consultation, the emphasis is on the client doing what they can, making the changes they can handle and sometimes, making changes progressively. But some change is still necessary. Avoid the 'since I'm here...' question. Some clients request marriage dates as part of the Feng Shui consultation, for their unborn children, children who are still young or children who are not even dating yet! Now, this is really not making productive use of our consultation time because we are asking the consultant to select a date for an event that is not even for certain likely to happen. We cannot get a Feng Shui Assessment for our whole life or BaZi Assessment for our whole life through one consultation. Some clients may tend to look at this as a way of 'maximising the consultation' but in reality, it is not maximising the consultation, and in some cases, we may just end up vexing the consultant. It is a question that quite simply, is not possible to answer. At the point in which a child eventually does want to get hitched, other factors may come into play, which are not evident now, that influence the selection of the date - their prospective spouse's BaZi for starters! Another variation of the 'since I'm here' question is the 'since we're in the neighbourhood' question. Sometimes, clients ask for an opinion on a house that is 'just along the way'. The BaZi version of this question is the 'could you just look at their chart?' Now, this is not to say that consultants do not want to be helpful. But it is also important to respect the fact that a Feng Shui and BaZi consultant needs to prepare for our consultation, and accord our case due attention. The Feng Shui consultant needs time to appraise and audit the property and its surrounding landforms and of course, the BaZi consultant needs time to study the chart. Granted, a top professional can probably tell at a glance if a place is good or not good and the same with a BaZi. But then again, would we ask a dentist if we have good teeth just by opening up our jaws at a dinner table? No consultant wants to do a 2 minute job or a 'by the way' consultation of a relative's house down the road, or our best friend in the world's BaZi chart that we whip out during our consultation. Most professional consultants would pride themselves on giving proper professional advice, not 'by the way' advice. If the matter is important to us, in the first place, we would not relegate it to 'by the way' status. We would instead accord it due and proper significance. If we really want the Feng Shui of our sister's house appraised, it would be best to make an appointment for a proper consultation. If your best friend's personal happiness is of great significance to us, it would be safer to ask her to make a BaZi consultation so she can have all her questions answered, instead of taking



 the risk of getting incomplete answers. A 'by the way' question is either important, or not important. If it's not important, it is best to refrain from asking. If it is, then you should get a full and proper answer. Think of it as a 'by the way' question, gets a 'by the way' answer. And that one pointer could be the most expensive piece of free advice you get because the consultant answered the question within a very limited context, with limited information and there is always a risk of the answer being incomplete due to these factors. Do not ask 'will 1606 strike Da Ma Chai this week'? A professional classical Feng Shui consultant will not fix our Feng Shui to give us a shot at winning the lottery or busting the house at the blackjack tables. Nor will a BaZi consultant give us lucky numbers or give us good days of the month to buy the lottery. Using our consultation time or consultation with a Feng Shui or BaZi consultant for the sole purpose of seeking advice on the stock market, the lottery or gambling is a waste of your time and money. And let's be logical for one minute - if the Feng Shui Master or BaZi consultant knew all these, wouldn't they be doing it for themselves first? If a BaZi or Feng Shui consultant proclaims to be able to give us a house or numbers that do this, we should be on the look out for being scammed. It is understandable for most clients wanting to improve their wealth opportunities through Feng Shui, but striking the lottery or winning at the poker table, do not qualify as 'wanting to improve wealth opportunities'. The irrelevant question Because of the influence of New Age practices, there are still many people who seek professional consultation and using up much of their time for selfaffirmation of cultural beliefs, superstitions or old-wives tales. So here's a brief list of questions to avoid asking, so as to avoid wasting your money and consultation time: Goldfish or Guppies? - Avoid asking about the types of fish in the aquarium or how many we should have or if it is bad luck if one dies. If we are asked to install an aquarium, as long as we place it where the consultant has asked us to located it, the rest is really up to us. It's the water in the aquarium that is important, not the fish, which are there more to keep the water from being stagnant. And the dying fish is really not significant. Think of it this way - fish are mortal too. They die. Perhaps we need to change the water! I like Picasso's art - is that bad Feng Shui? - Most Feng Shui consultants are not art connoisseurs. They cannot provide advice on choice of art, or paintings and they have no viewpoint on Monet vs. Picasso. Nor is their opinion, if one is expressed, of any significance. If we ask our Feng Shui consultant to 'say okay' on a painting, their 'OK' has no Feng Shui significance. Can I wear Silver and Purple together? - Colour choices are personal and are



 not the purview of a classical Feng Shui consultant. Again, many people may feel these have significance but really they don't and it is better to focus our consultation time on something substantive than on whether we should have purple in the bathroom. A classical Feng Shui consultant would normally tell us to decorate the house any way we like, and wear whatever colours we like. How long will I live? - This is a popular BaZi question and frankly, a time-waster. Some clients insist they want to know their D-day so they can plan their lives. A true professional consultant will say, stop thinking about dying and start thinking about living. Focus on the now and if the time is right, do what you want to do. Knowing you have 20 years more to go is not going to give anyone a greater sense of urgency to achieve their dreams. I hope this week's article has helped to put our minds in the correct perspective and provide some insights as to how we could maximise our consultation time and receive better value from the services of a Feng Shui or BaZi consultant.



What you should ask your consultant By Joey Yap Joey Yap shows you how the right questions can get you the most out of a Feng Shui Consultation. For the last two weeks, I've been busy doing research on the Feng Shui of Tibet and while it has been fun, I am also glad to be back writing my column. I've had lots of new ideas for my column while I was on my research trip and I look forward to sharing those with you in the weeks to come. This week, I want to focus on a very practical issue when it comes to engaging the services of a Feng Shui consultant, which is: What should you ask them? Asking questions is a very important part of the process when it comes to selecting a Feng Shui consultant. Due to the reputation the profession has, which traditionally has been a very informal sort of business, people can be a little hesitant to ask questions - not sure if their questions may be perceived as insulting.



Feng Shui has grown more modern as a profession, and is becoming more like any other service industry, and so you should approach the business of getting a Feng Shui consultation (or a BaZi Destiny Analysis) in the same way you would approach any other professional services like finding a doctor, a dentist, an accountant, or someone to fix your pipes. So here are some of the questions you



 should ask your prospective Feng Shui consultant, before you make a decision to engage him! Question #1: How much do you charge? Gone are the days when you slipped your Feng Shui master a red packet with cash. Most Feng Shui consultants by the way, take cheques or even credit cards these days and I don't think there is any significance in the amount they charge a Feng Shui Master who charges 888.88 isn't necessarily any better than the one who goes for round numbers. During your initial inquiry, do not be shy about asking how much a consultation costs. A professional Feng Shui consultant will be upfront about their fees. You should also not be hesitant to ask why the fee is high (or low for that matter!). In general, you should expect fees to vary based on the size of the property in question (for example, a factory audit will cost more than a small office audit, a semi-detached house audit may be less expensive than an audit for a bungalow), and the complexity of the audit may also be a factor. Question #2: What does your service include? A good Feng Shui consultant will usually check the client's BaZi before embarking on recommendations for the property. But that does not mean that a thorough BaZi consultation is part of the service. So you should ask if a BaZi consultation is included in the price, or if it is separately charged. Also, you should ask if the price of a property audit includes date selection specially tailored to your BaZi and your property, not just a selection of generic date from the Almanac. This is quite important, especially if renovations will be required to improve or correct the Feng Shui of the property. Selecting a good date to undertake renovations is essential to ensure that the Qi is properly activated. If the property in question is being built, you may want to ask if the consultant includes a selection of date for moving-in. Question #3: Will there be follow-up sessions or a report? You should also ask if the service and price includes follow-up sessions to discuss the audit and recommendations with the consultant or a member of their staff, and if you will be given a written report with recommendations. Now, if a consultant does not provide follow-up sessions or a written report, that does not mean you should not engage them or that they are any less professional. If you are comfortable with a less formal approach, that's fine. But what you don't want is to find out that you have to pay again just to get the report or to have a followup session to know how you should proceed after the property is audited. Question #4: What kind of Feng Shui do you practice? You should know what kind of methodology the consultant uses and be comfortable with this approach. Are they Classical Feng Shui consultants or more New Age in their approach? If they are Classical Feng Shui consultants, then they will probably be using a combination of the following techniques: San



 Yuan, San He, Xuan Kong or Ba Zhai. Question #5: Will I be required to buy products? You should be on the look out for conflicts of interest when the answer to this question is 'yes' and the practitioner is a Classical Feng Shui practitioner. When you are required to buy products or encouraged to buy products to place in various sectors of your home or office, in order to improve the Qi and these items are not included in the service (see Question #1), a conflict of interest is quite possible. 'G' for Geomancy or 'F' for Feng Shui? There is a reason why you can't just flip the Yellow Pages and find a Feng Shui consultant. It's to do with the 'R' word. Relationship. When you engage the services of a Feng Shui consultant, even if it is for just the property you are living in at the moment, you are beginning a relationship. Your Feng Shui consultant is someone who you potentially will turn to in the future again and again, if the experience has been good, to check your future property, to select dates for your children to get married, to select dates for business openings if you are a business person, to do Destiny Analysis for you, and even vet your staff. That's a lot of personal and professional ground. So beyond the questions I have posed above, you should also be comfortable with the Consultant you chose, in every sense of the word. Be comfortable with their level of professionalism, their technical background, the way they practise Feng Shui and their personal style when they interact with you, their client. Some Feng Shui consultants provide a lot of hand-holding, and function partly like a personal therapist-cum-life coach. Others are more business-like and straight to the point, and less inclined towards hand-holding. Both can have your best interests at heart, but simply express it in different ways. Some people like a Feng Shui consultant who will answer their every question, no matter how minor, trite or pointless. Some people prefer a Feng Shui consultant who just gets on with it and to the point. Just as some people pay for bedside manner in a doctor and others, just want someone who solves their problem, it's the same with your Feng Shui consultant. Find one who you think you can work with, who you are comfortable with and who understands you as a client. You don't have to like your Feng Shui consultant as long as you are comfortable with what they do for you and how they go about doing it. Pick a Feng Shui consultant with a personal style, approach and who have staff whom you feel comfortable talking about your concerns and issues with. Take Your Pick If you are comfortable with New Age Feng Shui, and that is what you want, then go with a person with repute in that field, and who you are comfortable with or who achieves results that you will be satisfied with. If you prefer Classical Feng Shui, then seek out a Feng Shui consultant who practices Classical Feng Shui



 who you can work with to achieve the results you want. If you believe that lineage is important when it comes to your Feng Shui consultant, then go with Lineage. If you feel age reflects experience, then by all means go with an older master. But before you engage the Feng Shui consultant, irrespective of what the basis for selecting that consultant is - be it the type of Feng Shui they practice, their age or their lineage - do yourself a favour and make sure you get what you think you're paying for. Read up on the consultant you intend to select – check out their books and understand their approach and methodology, if you intend to go with a Classical Feng Shui practitioner. If you're going with a New Age Feng Shui practitioner, you should probably read their books too, and understand their approach. If you feel seniority counts for something in Feng Shui, do not just assume that the older the master is, the better. Make sure that they really have been practicing successfully that long, and really do have the necessary knowledge. Finally, if lineage carries a lot of weight for you, then you should do the extensive legwork and make sure that your Feng Shui master's lineage is what they say it is, and not just a claim. Usually the lineage holders are the ones who have documented evidence of their complete history. You may also want to find out who the Consultant in question has done work for or which clients they have done work for in the past. Don't depend on hearsay or what other people tell you - do your own background check. You are about to pay for the services of a professional - you should make sure that the person lives up to that reputation.



A Noble Hand By Joey Yap Joey Yap shows you how your Destiny can indicate the presence of helpful people. A look at the "Nobleman" star and how it can be a helping hand in your life. The "Nobleman", or "Gui Ren", is a concept familiar to most Chinese. So it is not too surprising that the studies of BaZi and Feng Shui should pay special attention to this special "Star". The "Nobleman" refers to people who are able to help you in times of need. Normally, such persons themselves are of higher social status (which makes it easier for them to rescue others), and these people are discreet about their benevolent act. "Nobleman Luck" - the affinity of receiving aid from helpful persons - is reflected in ones BaZi chart. Typically, the specific star has to be present in the original chart itself. Not only that, this star has to be a "favorable" element for the chart before it is considered as being truly helpful. Otherwise, the presence of such a Nobleman star could mean disturbances from



 well-meaning individuals, but at inappropriate times. The Nobleman star can also appear in the Luck Pillars (10 year blocks) or even in certain years. Of course, the effects here would be temporary. In Feng Shui, the Nobleman star is represented by the 1 White star in the Flying Stars system. If you are familiar with the Eight Mansions system, the 'Tian Yi' (Heavenly Doctor) has similar supportive powers. Employing the help of these stars require discretion. If you need someone to give you a little boost in your career, for example, find out the sector where the 1 White Star is and be there to receive it. Or sleep in a 'Tian Yi' room, facing your 'Tian Yi' direction, if you are looking for an effective doctor to aid you in times of ill health. But of course, remember your BaZi chart to begin with, if the Nobleman star was already present in your Destiny chart, then you should be able to meet this helpful person indefinitely. A HELPING HAND Many people worry, upon looking at their own BaZi charts, that they will not receive help in life due to the absence of such a star. Having a helping hand when needed most can make a difference in someone's life or career. But bear in mind that the Nobleman star is only one of the various interesting aspects in BaZi (or Feng Shui). Many make it big with their own two hands. Other stars, like the "Sky Horse" star, means that a person can be very successful when traveling or working abroad. The "Peach Blossom" star bestows an aura of likeability that is sure to make a difference if you are in sales, PR, or show business. There are just the few common ones. It is not pre-requisite that these stars be present for any BaZi chart to be good quality. Remember that the purpose of the BaZi is to identify what actions should be taken at certain points of time. This would naturally bring out the best possible outcome in our endeavors in life. "If I do not have a Nobleman in my BaZi, can I still use feng shui to look for one?" Yes you can. For better results you should seek out the 1 White star during years or months when the Nobleman "visits" your BaZi chart. But here is another suggestions : instead of worrying whether or not we will meet someone helpful, why not do something we know we are good at? That way, chances of a positive outcome become higher. Who knows, when all our effort is fully in-synch with our Destiny, we might not even need an extra hand.



The Practice of Yin House Feng Shui



 By Joey Yap Joey Yap delves deeper into the practice of Yin House Feng Shui in imperial China and shares similarities to today's Yang House Feng Shui Last week, I introduced the concept of Yin House Feng Shui and explained how in the ancient days, Feng Shui actually meant Yin House Feng Shui. This week, I'm going to explain the process involved in Yin House Feng Shui so that everyone has a better understanding of its relevance in today's environment. As I mentioned last week, many of the principles in today's Yang House Feng Shui are similar to those applicable to Yin House Feng Shui in the ancient days. This is because many aspects of Yang House Feng Shui today are derived from Yin House practices. Of course, there are some significant differences. The Feng Shui practitioner doesn't have to consider internal Feng Shui when it comes to Yin House since there is only one individual involved. The 'sleeping direction' (or casket alignment as it is known in Yin House Feng Shui) is only for one individual and it is a permanent direction. Classical Feng Shui practitioners generally are not concerned with the religious and cultural, or ceremonial aspects of death. Their role is strictly to handle the Feng Shui aspect of the site in relation to the burial. Whatever way the family prefers when it comes to religious, spiritual or other practices surrounding the death of a loved one strictly do not involve any input from the Feng Shui practitioner. The 4 Stages of Yin House Feng Shui Yin House Feng Shui involves a higher level of involvement by the Feng Shui practitioner, compared to a typical Yang House audit. It is not unusual for a Feng Shi practitioner to be involved in working with a client over a number of years. This is because Yin House Feng Shui, when done properly, involves up to four stages.



The first stage of Yin House Feng Shui is land selection. This is usually done



 well in advance of old age or illness. Engaging a Feng Shui practitioner to conduct a land selection after death is usually not a good idea because it tends to be a rush job and of course, in the midst of all the emotional upheaval, it is not desirable to have family members not being able to agree on the location (perhaps because the land formations are not favourable to everyone in the family, or favour only one person) or simply because the cost is prohibitive. The next stage of Yin House Feng Shui takes place after death and prior to burial. The Feng Shui practitioner is usually involved in the selection of a suitable date for the alignment of the casket and placement of the casket into the ground. Some people bypass the alignment of the casket and it is an optional aspect of Yin House Feng Shui, but the proper process typically will involve casket alignment, so as to tap into a good direction, much like beds are aligned in a home in Yang House Feng Shui. Where the Yin House process is taken very seriously, we may even hear of cases where the casket is not put into the ground for several years, while the descendants wait for a date that matches the formations. For example, Mao Tse Tung's grandfather's casket was not buried in the ground until 7 years after his death, in order to accommodate an auspicious date that would activate the powerful Feng Shui formations that surrounded the burial spot he had selected. These days of course that's not very practical. It is not uncommon therefore for the ashes to be cremated and then kept in a jar until a suitable date has been found. Once the ground has settled, then a date is selected for the tombstone to be aligned. This is important because it is what will activate the tomb and enable the tomb to tap into the formations surrounding it. The tombstone for a burial spot is similar to the Main Door in a Yang House. It provides a direction for the Qi. Date selection plays the same importance in Yin House Feng Shui, as it does in Yang House Feng Shui. In fact, it is arguably of greater significance with regard to Yin House because a Feng Shui practitioner must align all the astronomical configurations (representing Heaven) in line with the land formations (representing Earth) and then by placing the tombstone, activates the tomb (representing the Man component). Many of the common Yang House afflictions that most people know about, such as the Three Killings of the year, and the Five Yellow star, are derived from Yin House practices. Strictly speaking, according to proper Classical Feng Shui principles, there is no spiritual component involved in Yin House Feng Shui. Yin House Feng Shui involves the selection of the location and the alignment of the direction and really has nothing to do with the spiritual or religious aspects involved in the burial ceremony. And it does not matter whether it is Chinese tombstone or a Christian tombstone, or any other tombstone. In fact, it was only after the Tang Dynasty that tombstones were used to provide a facing direction for tombs. Prior to the Tang Dynasty, tombstones were not used because the focus was on the first and second stage of Yin House Feng Shui, which is the land selection and burial. What are the important considerations ?



 When selecting a location for a burial spot, the most important thing is to look at the land. Now for the average layperson, it would be difficult to discern incoming dragons or figure out the Water formulas and formations. A Feng Shui practitioner would generally look for an area with good land contours and preferably have gentle undulating hills in the surrounding areas. Flat land is generally not so favourable for Yin House, and is better for Yang House. There is of course an exception to using flat areas but it is an extremely difficult exception to effect in modern day, hence, the avoidance of flat areas for Yin House. We also want to see supporting water formations, and the correct application of water formulas as per the structure of the plot. Mountain (yin) and Water (yang) must conform. This means, we have to consider the actual internal and external Water flow as well as Qi mouth in relation to that location. Now, when I talk about water formulas and formations, I am not necessarily referring to the drains that surround the tombs or any open-mouthed holes, which are often speciously considered secret water-mouths, and are typically seen in a selective group of Taiwanese graves. These are simply drainage systems and are designed to keep water away from the grave area. Yin Apartments or Yin Houses? After last week's introductory article on Yin House Feng Shui, I received quite a few emails asking me about whether or not placing one's ancestor's ashes in a columbarium makes a difference. The difference between placing the ashes in a columbarium and being buried in a grave is, in layperson property context, the difference between staying in apartments and staying in landed property. It is not ineffective but is less effective compared to burial. It is fine to bury the ashes or place the jar in the ground. Of course, actual burial is preferable but is not necessary. In Hong Kong, it is common for people to 'move' their ancestral graves every ten years, especially if the graves are located in public graveyards, where public policy only allows the use of each plot for up to 10 years. So re-doing the Yin House Feng Shui is not as uncommon as it sounds. In fact, I recently read an article in the International Herald Tribune about how in Korea, where Feng Shui is known as Poongsu, prominent Koreans, move their ancestral graves each year in the hope of gaining an extra edge or even to win a presidential election. Feuding over a tomb spot has been going on between two famous Korean families for centuries! I hope that this week's article has helped clear away some of the superstition and morbidity surrounding Yin House Feng Shui. Choosing a good location for a burial site does not carry any negative connotations or meaning. These days, most people are quite open-minded and have wills prepared well in advance of death. As I said in my article last week, more and more people are treating the selection of a burial spot as part and parcel of estate planning. Not many people these days think it is a bad omen, or that they would die sooner, just because they've drawn up a will. Similarly, selecting a burial spot brings no such connotation.



 If we look at Yin House Feng Shui as part of a legacy to our descendants, a sort of Feng Shui inheritance if you like, it really isn't all that morbid after all!



Flushing Away Wealth? By Joey Yap Joey Yap discusses the taboo subject of toilets in Feng Shui and dispels the myths surrounding this subject... A look at a taboo subject in feng shui - toilets, and what it brings to one's wealth and fortune. TOILET FENG SHUI? In feng shui, many people are concerned regarding one particular area that is present in any house or property, the toilet. Many are worried that their washrooms may be emitting 'She Qi' or unknowingly flushing away their own wealth. These worries are no laughing matter and it is time to straighten things out where toilet feng shui is concerned. A long time ago toilets were regarded with vile and disgust. This is understandable as sanitation technology was still primitive back then. Undergoing piping and sewage had not yet been discovered. Consequently, toilets were situated far away from the living area of the house. Today however, the opposite holds true for toilets - they are built-in together inside the house. Thanks to the modern sewage system. But it seems that the the taboo of toilets still lingers in our minds. Is a built-in toilet bad for health and wealth? Firstly, if a toilet is left dirty and unsanitary, obviously it becomes a breeding heaven for bacteria. It is only a matter of time before one falls sick because of this. Is it fair to attribute this to feng shui? MODERN TECHNOLOGY The arrival of toilet-flushing technology also causes some new worries- will flushing the toilet drain away wealth prospects? This perhaps stems from the earlier misconception that water represents 'wealth'. While water governs 'wealth aspects', the element itself does not directly represent 'money'. So flushing away the toilet is not equivalent to flushing away money. The more feng shui savvy may ask: What if the wealth star is located inside the toilet? Wouldn't that be flushing it away then?" A 'wealth star' located inside a toilet becomes a problem not because of the toilet itself but because we are unable to spend enough time in the toilet to be influenced by any 'wealth Qi'. In order for any kind of Qi (whether good or bad Qi) to influence people, the person has to be exposed to the Qi for an extended period of time. The toilet is obviously not a feasible place to be spending hours in, thus its 'wealth generating' abilities cannot be maximized. This also applies to storerooms where there is no human interaction. That is why the three major



 aspects - main door, stove and bedroom - should be located in an area with good Qi. WEALTH STARS So what we can be done if you have discovered that your 'wealth star' is in your toilet or storerooms? Firstly, don't worry - there is more than one usable 'wealth star' in a home. For example, if the bathroom occupies the 'Sheng Qi' sector in your house, you can still use the 'Tian Yi', 'Yan Nian' or 'Fu Wei' sectors. Not only that, you can even use the 'Sheng Qi' minor sector in your bedroom. So you don't have to worry about missing out on the good Qi, there are many ways to go about things in feng shui. When it comes to toilets, the only requirement is to keep it in a hygienic condition. Hopefully this also explains why having the main door below a toilet or sharing a common wall with a toilet is also acceptable. In feng shui, as long as the main door, kitchen stove and bedroom are located in good areas, then there is already little room to worry about. Feng shui is not about remedying every situation. The secret is to find out where the good Qi is and then aligning yourself to receive it.



Your Feng Shui Trust Fund By Joey Yap Joey Yap discusses the importance of Yin House in Feng Shui and how the tombs of dead emperors and imperial ministers influence the Feng Shui of their dynasties... Many students often ask me why my annual China Excursion courses mostly involve visits to the tombs of dead Emperors and imperial ministers. There are a few Yang Houses thrown in, usually official palaces, but most of the time, it's, well, dead people places or what we call Yin House, in Feng Shui-speak. Amongst the places that I have visited with my students include Yong Ling Mausoleum in Liao Ning province, where the early ancestors of the founders of the Qing Dynasty are buried, the Eastern Qing Tombs in Hebei where renown Qing Emperors like KangXi and Qian Long have their tombs, the tomb of Zhu Yuan Zhang, the first Ming Emperor and the tomb of Sun Yat Sen in Nanking, and the tomb of Mao Tse Tung's grandfather in Hunan and Qin Shi Huang, the first Emperor of China in Xian. You see, the quest for Feng Shui knowledge actually begins in the Yin House. It is from the Yin House that we can see how long prosperity will be with a person's family and the number of generations that will enjoy prosperity. For example, if you visit the tomb of Mao Tse Tung's grandfather in Hunan, you can see that the Feng Shui formations that surround the tomb, whilst powerful enough to create an Emperor or all-powerful leader and supported by a superb 9 Curve Water Formation, unique Dragon Vein and meridian spot structure, does



 not have afford longevity and staying power. It is only good enough to provide a Feng Shui boost to one generation of descendants - namely, Mao himself. By contrast, the Feng Shui formations in Yong Ling Mausoleum, the burial ground of the Qing Dynasty's founding ancestor, has a Reverse Dragon Facing Ancestor Formation with 12 lumps, signifying at least 12 generations in power.



Yin House can also influence which son (daughters didn't count in the old Imperial days) will be the most outstanding. If you visit the tomb of Emperor Kang Xi, it is extremely obvious which of his 14 sons would stand to inherit the Qing throne, especially since the Qing Emperors were not selected based on progenitorship, but by ability. Even something as simple as checking which side of the embrace (Sha Shou) dominates the mountain formations at a Yin House can be telling. If you have visited all the tombs of the Qing Emperors, as my students have, a subtle pattern emerges - the right side of the mountain embrace, known as the White Tiger, is always slightly higher than the left side of the mountain embrace, known as the Green Dragon. The White Tiger stands for women-power whilst the Green Dragon represents the male's power. Of course, as the Imperial lineage drew closer towards the end of the dynasty, the White Tiger in the landform formations in the Qing Imperial tombs became less subtle and more prominent. Hence, the Qing Dynasty's last three Emperors were heavily influenced, and dominated by the Empress Dowager Ci Xi. It was the Feng Shui of the Qing Dynasty ancestors that influenced outcomes of these Emperors. Yin before the Yang So why is it that my students get so many visits to the houses of dead people? Many people do not know that Feng Shui in fact has its origins in Yin House or burial grounds or tombs. Originally, Feng Shui was known as Kan Yu and was used to help select burial spots during the Tang Dynasty. It was only as Feng Shui advanced and progressed, that its application and principles were extended to Yang House, or places for the living. Many of the classics written during the Tang Dynasty renaissance era on Feng Shui relate to Yin House specifically.



 During the Imperial Dynasties of Ming and Qing, more attention was paid to Yin House than Yang House most of the time. A good illustration of this is the Forbidden City in Beijing. If you've visited the Forbidden City, you might be falsely led into thinking that it has superior Feng Shui. Do not get distracted by the turtles, dragons and phoenixes that adorn every pillar, staircase and floor. These have nothing to do with Feng Shui and everything to do with cultural symbolism. The reality of it is that the Feng Shui of the Forbidden City is messy and only of very average quality. If Yang House was all-important, surely more attention would have been paid to it? Hence, any Emperor, upon his immediate ascent to the Dragon Throne, would deal with selecting his own tomb as one of the first orders of business during his reign. Emperors who were careless with the selection of their tombs never paid the price themselves of course. But their descendants would, as the empire crumbled and the dynasty was overthrown. This is because Yin House Feng Shui is to ensure descendant luck. When the tombs or burial spots are not wellmanaged and properly selected, it is not the individual who feels the effects, but their descendants. When an ancestor is buried in a place with favourable Feng Shui, his descendants get the benefit of the favourable Yin House Feng Shui, and at the same time, their own Yang House Feng Shui becomes more powerful and strengthened. Good descendant Feng Shui helps ensure continued prosperity for the family heirs - it can be the difference between each generation building on the previous generation's success or a generation of wastrels that squander away whatever their ancestors have worked hard to build up. Yin House Today Yin House Feng Shui is widely misunderstood by many people, including Feng Shui enthusiasts, often because many people do not know the origins of Feng Shui and over the years, it has moved from its roots, to become a 'Chinese cultural practice'. Some New Age Feng Shui practitioners assert that Feng Shui is about positive energies and so any discussion or consideration of Yin House is morbid and negative. On the contrary, any serious classical Feng Shui practitioner worth his salt (and there are many of them in Malaysia) handles Yin House Feng Shui. Of course, the approach to Feng Shui is now changing, especially since we are now in Period 8. The change of energies indicates a 'back to basics' approach for many things, including, Feng Shui. There is a revived interest in classical Feng Shui and with it comes a revived interest in Yin House. Some people are looking to ride the trend of burial ground real estate speculation but most people are genuinely interested in securing a good burial spot for themselves to ensure good descendant Feng Shui. In places like Hong Kong and Taiwan, there is no morbidity or superstition attached to Yin House Feng Shui practice. In these societies, it is considered a privilege to be able to select your personal burial ground and is usually regarded



 as something only the wealthy and educated have the means to undertake. Up until the turn of the century in China, selecting a burial spot was exclusively the purview of wealthy merchants and Imperial officers. It was considered an important responsibility by the head of the family to make efforts to secure his own burial ground or spot, so as to head off needless hassles for the family, but more importantly, feuding and debate over who will foot the bill or find the spot, when the time comes. In my next article, I will delve more into the practice of Yin House Feng Shui and give you an insight into the role of the Feng Shui master in Yin House Feng Shui. For now, let me say that Yin House Feng Shui should not be something that we should be fearful, superstitious or morbid about. Yin House Feng Shui is about ensuring that your descendants get as much of a good start in life as possible and perpetuating prosperity in the family. That's why I think one should look at selecting a good burial spot or ground for oneself as an integral part of estate planning. It's part of making a will and setting up a trust fund for your kinds. Of course, this is a different kind of 'trust fund' - hence, I like to tell people to think of Yin House Feng Shui as not about picking out a place where you will "lie in eternity" but rather, a Feng Shui Trust Fund. If you want to leave them an inheritance to give them a good start in life, then making sure you are buried in a good location to give them an extra little Feng Shui boost is no different.



The Crocodile Hunter By Joey Yap The sudden passing of the late 'Crocodile Hunter' Steve Irwin shocked the world. Joey Yap deciphers the Destiny Code of the famous TV personality and uncovers his exciting journey through life... Like many people, I was surprised and saddened by the sudden death of Steve Irwin, the famous 'Crocodile Hunter'. I was teaching a BaZi class in Singapore when I received an SMS during the tea break about the tragic event. Many people in the class also got the same news and students began bombarding me with questions about Steve Irwin's BaZi. So, in today's article, I will talk about why Steve Irwin was who he was: the Crocodile Hunter that entertained so many people and was beloved by kids everywhere. While I do not have his actual time of birth, based on his life and the types of BaZi structures described in the classical text Yuan Hai Zi Peng, I believe his hour of birth may well be the Dragon Hour (7am-9am). However, I will discuss his chart without reference to the hour.



 The Consummate Performer Steve Irwin's Day Master is Xin Metal. Xin Metal is jewellery metal or small metal - or we may picture this element with your Cartier rings, your Swiss Army knives or your Rolex watches. It is beautiful, elegant, and to be admired. People with Xin Metal Day Masters love attention and the limelight, besides being passionate in their work. Hence, Irwin was destined to be an entertainer or a showman - be it feeding crocodiles at Australia Zoo, or taking us on crazy nature expeditions, courtesy of Animal Planet. In his Month Stem and Year Stem, there is Ren Water. In BaZi, Ren Water is the Hurting Officer star (Shang Guan) of Xin Metal. This is an excellent formation as the Xin Metal needs to be washed by the Ren Water in order to be polished, shiny and beautiful. If Steve Irwin was indeed born at Dragon Hour, as I believe, then his chart will have a special formation of Xin Metal with Triple Ren Water. This special formation belongs to individuals with outstanding performance skills. In the old days, this kind of BaZi belonged to opera singers - consummate performers. So why did Steve Irwin become the Crocodile Hunter and not the Possum Catcher



 or 'Roo Hunter'? Why was he attracted to crocodiles? In BaZi, Jia Wood also can refer to 'armour'. The crocodile is a creature with an armour. As for the penchant for handling snakes, Si (Snake), Yin (Tiger) and Shen (Monkey), along with Hai (Pig) are part of the same group of Earthly Branches. Also, Wood is very strong in this chart as there is the Tiger and Rabbit present, which is 2 out of 3 of the Branches from the season of Spring, when Wood is strongest. If Irwin is born in the Dragon Hour, then he has the entire Directional Combination for the season of Wood. Hence, he is attracted to matters of nature. Some BaZi analysts have argued that Irwin's chart is a formation known as Follow the Leader. This is questionable. Firstly, if that was the case, that Irwin would have hated his job. And I think it is obvious to anyone who has seen his show that he loved what he did and was extremely passionate about crocodiles and snakes and nature. Secondly, a Follow the Leader formation always manifests as a person doing something which they do not like to do but have to do as they have to conform to the strongest element. Also, if the chart is really a Follow the Leader chart, then Irwin would probably have written nature books rather than made documentaries since Wood is the book publishing business in the study of the 5 Elements. This Xin Metal Day Master is born in the season of Wood. Wood is the Wealth Element of a Xin Metal Day Master. However, the wood inside the Tiger (Yin) is Jia Wood. Jia Wood is strong, solid tree trunks. Now, imagine a small penknife trying to chop down a redwood tree. This Xin Metal Day Master has to work extremely hard for its accomplishments. I don't think anyone can doubt that wrestling crocodiles, handling poisonous reptiles and picking up snakes is hard or at the very least, extremely difficult work. 'Crikey' - he was a genuine naturalist. In BaZi, Xin Metal is the most talkative of the Day Masters. A good Xin Metal talks a mile to a minute and always has something to say or an opinion to express. This is because Xin Metal loves to produce Water. Hence, the hyperarticulate nature of Steve Irwin. Also, Xin Metal using Hurting Officer denotes going against the order or prevailing status quo of the day. Irwin paved the way for nature documentaries that were energetic and adventurous, and a whole new form of entertainment. His style was unorthodox, vastly different from the prevailing approach to nature documentaries. Following his fame as the Crocodile Hunter, Irwin established a nature conservation charity, known as Wildlife Warriors. Some newspaper articles I saw seemed to throw doubt on his passion for nature and conservationist intentions. His desire to help conserve the environment is doubtlessly genuine because Wood formation, in the study of the Five Elements, represents benevolence, growth and nurturing and this element is strong in Irwin's chart. Also, Wealth element is actually negative for this Xin Metal chart because it is very strong, especially if the Dragon Hour is correct. So, establishing a charity and 'giving' his money away, was the correct and noble thing to do, in the BaZi context. Also, the strength of the Wood here indicates that Irwin's motivation is a genuine interest in nature, and not the money. Wood (both Yi Wood and Jia Wood), besides representing the Wealth Star of Xin



 Metal, also represents, for a man, the Wife Star. Irwin met his wife during the Luck Pillar of Yi Si (Wood Snake). Yi Wood, which is soft twines and ivy, is much easier to 'cut' compared to Jia Wood. Hence, Irwin met his wife during this period in his life. Si (Snake) is a Travelling Star. Within Si (Snake) is Bing Fire. Fire represents the South Direction. How did Irwin meet his wife? When she travelled to Australia from the US! The Yi Wood comes with Bing Fire inside the Snake. Bing Fire represents the Direct Officer star (Guan Xing) for a Xin Metal Day Master and denotes fame and status. Irwin filmed the first episode of Crocodile Hunter during his honeymoon with his wife! From the BaZi, clearly, she was instrumental to his becoming famous! It was however only in his next Luck Pillar, Bing Wu, that Irwin became truly famous around the world. Firstly, the Wu (Horse) and the Yin (Tiger) form a half Fire combination. Secondly, Fire, to a Xin Metal Day Master, is Officer Luck, and signals fame and glory. As the sun blazes over this Xin Metal, surrounded by the Ren Water, the Xin Metal's beauty is revealed to the world. Imagine a beautiful ring, glistening and sparkling under the sea water, illuminated by the sun. This is how we can 'picture' Steve Irwin's BaZi during this luck pillar. The Tragic Event How do we derive the tragic occurrence of his death from Irwin's BaZi? Firstly, he had just changed Luck Pillars, into the Luck Pillar of Ding Wei. The Ding combines with all the Ren in his chart, and successfully transforms into Wood. The element most integral to his chart's success is removed and the element that is most negative to the chart is now enhanced. The Wei (Goat) combines with the Mao (Rabbit) Branch. In BaZi language, we say the feet of the Day Master is combined away. This indicates movement away from home and negative events happening since Wei and Mao is a half combination that also produces Wood. So the negative element is now appearing in a double whammy formation in the BaZi. Wei and Mao are two Branches in a Three Harmony Combination and the third animal Branch in the Combination is Hai (Pig). Inside Hai (Pig) is Ren. Ren Water is sea water and the water of great lakes and rivers. As the Hai Mao Wei combination is obviously negative (producing Wood) and the third component to complete the combination is the Hai (Pig), which contains Ren, clearly, any activity involving the sea is potentially dangerous. Why a sting ray? Because it is a sea creature and all creatures found in the sea are regarded as being associated with Ren Water. Irwin was killed moments after a sting ray barb caught him in the chest and pierced his heart - Ding Fire represents the heart and in this luck Pillar, it is combined away by the Ren. I believe there may have been more than one stingray present during the accident because Ren and Yin (with the Jia inside) strongly suggests at least two creatures. Finally, there is an Ungrateful Punishment Formation between the Shen (Monkey) in the month and day of the event and the Yin (Tiger). An ungrateful punishment is a relationship between the Earthly Branches and is termed an 'ungrateful punishment' because it involves doing good for someone but getting no gratitude in return.



 Ironically, Irwin was killed by one of the creatures that he had devoted his life to protecting. In BaZi, a person's luck continues, even though the person is no longer with us in this world. Steve Irwin's name, and his contributions to conservation, will live on and be remembered for a long time. This is because the Ding Wei Luck Pillar is still a very strong pillar of Fire, which brings fame and good name to the Xin Metal Day Master. We will not easily forget the Crocodile Hunter, even though he is no longer with us.



High-rise Feng Shui By Joey Yap The Feng Shui of an apartment or condo is unique, discover how to assess the Feng Shui of your apartment. In recent years, apartment and condominium living have become increasingly popular in Malaysia, If the number of questions I get about how to Feng Shui a condo unit or apartment is any evidence. Condos and apartments are a bit of a pet subject for me. I researched and studied Feng Shui under the tutelage of several renowned Hong Kong masters and Hong Kong, being a densely packed area, is chock full of condos and apartments. I cut my Feng Shui teeth on apartments and condos, and Hong Kong masters are literally masters when it comes to Feng Shui for apartments and condos. These apartments are notoriously small and there's often very little square footage to work with so the practitioners there have to be very innovative (but not inventive!) when applying Classical Feng Shui. Dealing with Feng Shui for apartments, condos and high rise buildings is quite different from landed property. The broad principles of Feng Shui on Qi collection are of course the same, but the application is different. For example, one of the most frequent questions from the public, when it comes to apartments, is how do you determine the Facing of the building in order to obtain the Qi map of the property, using either Eight Mansions Feng Shui or Flying Stars Feng Shui?



 Condo Challenges First, let me assure readers who own or are living in apartments or condos that it is entirely possible to apply Feng Shui to apartments and condos. There are special techniques for handling small spaces, drawn from Xuan Kong and Xuan Kong Da Gua, which have a range of techniques for application in small-sized properties. However, there are also a lot of challenging limitations that apartments pose - you can't renovate extensively, there is less space in which to make changes such as using different rooms. Hence, when it comes to apartments, screening and selection is extremely important. More so perhaps than say a landed property because your options when it comes to renovations and movement are extremely restricted. With houses, greater space in the rooms affords increased flexibility, even for something as simple as changing the bed direction. With apartments, you have a limited number of rooms to use, and a limited amount of space within those rooms to make adjustments. Landed properties usually have a small garden, which facilitates the use of Water features to help collect Qi. By contrast, in an apartment or condo, you have no control over where the swimming pool is located or where the landscaped ponds go. Finally, it is a little bit harder to Feng Shui your own apartment, compared to say, trying a bit of Feng-Shui-It-Yourself on a house. It's harder to figure out the Facing Direction. A well-known mistake (caused by incorrect information) many people make is to fly the Flying Star chart based on the facing of the Unit if it is located above the 9th floor instead of the building's orientation. Now, if you think about it, that means that 100 units in the same block, under the same roof, can have different period Flying Star charts (even though the building shares the same roof!). Naturally, that is illogical and is not how the Flying Star chart for an apartment unit is derived. In practice, the facing orientation of the entire block is used to derive the Flying Star chart. Now, this would mean that every unit in the apartment block has the SAME Flying Star chart, but it does not mean that the Feng Shui of every unit is the same. The Flying Star chart of each unit is influenced by the floor it is located on, the environmental factors outside the block, the unique location of each unit's main door, the residents and the forms within vicinity of the unit and inside. Hence, when it comes to apartments and condos, you really do need to do a lot more checking and screening before buying because once you buy, your ability to make changes, or even work the Feng Shui yourself, is a little restricted, as compared to a house. Selecting the Property Before I start on the important Feng Shui considerations when it comes to apartments and condos, let me first talk about what is NOT important. The unit number is not important. The colour of the door, or the paint colour in the living room of the unit, is of no significance. Living on the 4th floor is not taboo - who knows, the apartment building that you are considering may well have fantastic



 Feng Shui on the 4th floor! So, what's important and what should you be looking out for? I know I sound a bit like a broken record when I keep repeating myself on this point but the environment always comes first. Whenever you are contemplating purchasing or renting an apartment or condo, look at the area and check the forms. Forget about the apartment or condo unit for now - when you're shopping for an apartment or condo with good Feng Shui, you need to look at whether or not the apartment block or building is located in an area with good Qi. Find the Qi mouth of the area, assess the mountains and water in the macro area (refer to previous articles I've written) to get a snapshot of the Qi quality in the area. Once you are sure it is a good environment with good forms, then you look into the building itself. Check the Xuan Kong Flying Star chart or BaZhai (Eight Mansions) chart of the building (this has been discussed in my previous articles). The last thing you should look at is the internal unit itself. If the building faces an unfavourable direction, and the Qi in the area is stagnant or negative, you can chose the unit with the best direction and it will still be all for nothing. Picking the Unit After the environment has passed muster, and the building's facing has been checked out, assuming all is well, how do you know which unit to select? First, you need to determine which is the best floor to buy or rent on. Now, the upper floors or the penthouse may be the most expensive or have the best view, but that does not mean they have the best Feng Shui. Of course, the penthouse unit usually comes with a little garden, which can double up as a Bright Hall to collect Qi so the penthouse floor has its benefits but again, that does not mean it has the best Feng Shui. Different floors are assessed differently, based on the environmental features in the vicinity and its influence on that floor, the shape of the apartment building as a whole and the Qi relationship between the environment and the particular unit. Each floor also has an elemental value, drawn from the He Tu Five Elements. The suitability of the floor's elemental value has to be partnered with either the occupants personal Xuan Kong Gua or Na Yin. After the best floor is determined, it's time to view the unit and check out the forms around and in the unit itself. Again, it's the forms that impact on the unit door that concern us. The door of the unit should not open in an area with negative forms and should be located in a good sector and open to a good direction. Avoid selecting a unit with a door that is opposite the staircase. Qi will leak out of your unit. In apartment and condo Feng Shui, it is preferred for the unit's door to open up where there is a spacious foyer and broad area so Qi can collect. Now, some units in apartments have doors that face a small garbage chute. This is not necessarily negative Feng Shui - your luck is not being tossed down the garbage bin so to speak. While this is a bit of a challenge, not all apartment or condo units open on enclosed corridor. Some open up to the central courtyard for example. This is



 preferable to a unit door that opens up to a tight corridor. Also, when it comes to unit selection, a Classical Feng Shui practitioner will also consider personal birth data. Fine tuning can be administered by taking into consideration (1) the main door of the unit, (2) the bed location and (3) the stove location. Another important aspect of assessing apartment and condo units is internal. Avoid choosing apartments or condos units with extremely odd shapes. This may look funky on the floor plan but results in very 'un-funky', unstable Qi and will give you a lot of problems with sharp corners. The unit's Main Balcony also needs to be examined. This needs to tap into the positive environmental features surrounding the apartment or condo block to be really good. If there are any electrical pylons in the area, you should not select a unit where the pylons are visible from the Main Balcony. Ideally, you want to see certain forms - a good table mountain and preferably, returning Water formation in the Southwest, Southeast, North and East directions, coming towards the property. Finally, the unit door and the location of the balcony door need to be placed according to classical Feng Shui formulas in Xuan Kong Da Gua, Ba Zhai and Fei Xing that are applicable to apartments and condos. In Xuan Kong Da Gua, a unit, regardless of its size, can be demarcated into 64 segments. Once the Qi reference is identified, a practitioner can facilitate the flow of Qi in certain key points within the unit, based on its structural limitations. The challenge that achieving good Feng Shui poses, when it comes to apartments and condos, is one of the reasons why apartment and condo owners sometimes opt for New Age Feng Shui. It is human nature to hope for the best and certainly, it's easier to believe that the Qi of your apartment can be fixed with an item or an object than to accept that your unit has certain limitations when it comes to Feng Shui. No matter what people say, no one likes to be told that the place they are living in is 'so-so' or 'limited'. The conventional reaction is always "can't you just fix it to make it better?" Unfortunately, Feng Shui is not a Band-Aid or plastic surgery ala Nip/Tuck. At the most minimal, Feng Shui requires either a directional or locational change, and improving a situation often requires altering the Qi path by moving things around. So in an extremely small apartment or condo unit, this can be quite challenging and requires a lot of commitment to change on the part of the owner. Ultimately, the best way to make Feng Shui work for you, when it comes to an apartment or condo, is to be judicious with your choice. Find a good area first, and select an apartment or condo in the area with favourable forms around it, and you've taken the first step towards achieving positive Feng Shui for your apartment or condo unit. In the coming weeks, I will discuss an example of how apartment Feng Shui is assessed and improved.



Dear Feng Shui Master... By Joey Yap Joey Yap answers some of the more frequently asked questions about Feng Shui.



 Since I started writing for the newspapers, my email box has been inundated with questions from readers of the column and also viewers of my television program. Some people are curious to know more about Feng Shui in general, others are seeking specific answers to their Feng Shui queries, and yet there are many who are just looking for some comfort or confirmations about some superstitions, old wives tales and myths. So this week, I thought, for a change, I should open up my mailbag and share with my readers some of the more common (and interesting) queries I've received and the answers to these queries. Some of these questions may be a bit technical, others are straightforward. But most of them share a common trait of being questions that most people, at some point or another, would have thought about or considered when it comes to the subject of Feng Shui. I employed the services of a feng shui master (a friend of mine) when we shifted to our new house in June last year. According to her, our house is a Northeast facing (main door facing NE) and is an ‘earth’ house. She had told us not to use colours like red, blue, purple for our house but to use colours like beige, white, brown and light yellow. However, in the recent yearly review which we had asked her to do for the house, she told us we cannot use green. I had already bought green material for my curtain and sofa set since she had not mentioned not to use green the first time. Now she says green, which is a ‘wood’ colour will destroy the earth house. I still remember her saying that colours will only affect 10% of feng shui but when I asked her if it was okay if I went ahead to have green sofa set and curtain, she said definitely not. I am now very confused. I do not want to get rid of the green materials which I had spent quite a lot of money on, but on the other hand, I'm afraid it will be bad feng shui. There are other things which she has said which seems to be contradicting but since she is a friend, it is difficult for us to question her too much. Is it true that I cannot use the green color materials? Can you please let me know what are the good colors and what are the bad colors for the house? Is it true that I can put certain colors only for certain years? In the basic study of Feng Shui, a building may be of a certain element, based on its general shape. For example, a building with a sharp pointy roof is a Fire form. Round-shaped or designed buildings are of Metal element. In Eight Mansions Feng Shui, the element of a house is based on the Sitting direction of the house. However, the element of your house really does not impact on your personal choices when it comes to interior decoration. Your Feng Shui consultant friend seems to have based her interior design recommendations on New Age Feng Shui rather than Classical Feng Shui. The elemental quality of a building also does not dictate your interior design choices. It simply tells us what the building is better suited for, from a functionality point of view. Just because you have a Fire form house, does not mean you cannot have blue sofas or blue curtains on the over-simplified notion that 'Water and Fire Clash'. If you like your green curtains and green sofa, keep them. The operative word here is 'like'. Colours quite frankly have nothing very much to do with Feng



 Shui and their effect or impact is largely psychological. Defining your Feng Shui by colours, based on elemental considerations, would seem highly illogical and impractical because this means you've got to repaint your house and change all your furniture every year since the elemental energies keep changing. Classical Feng Shui doesn't require anything of this sort (and anyway, in the ancient days of the Tang Dynasty, most houses looked the same and had the same colours!). There are no good colours or bad colours, only colours you like, and colours you don't like!



We bought a house recently. Is there any special date selection for moving in? Date selection is important if we want to maximise the benefits and enjoy the long lasting effects of good Feng Shui, and for an important activity like house moving, selection of a suitable date is highly recommended. The purpose of date selection is to do the right thing at the right time. Right time in this case means we should choose a specific date where energies of the day are in tandem with the Qi pattern that we are trying to activate, and a specific time when the positive energies in our surrounding are at the optimal, for the action or activity to be initiated. The Tong Shu or Chinese Almanac, which has been a common house-hold item for most Chinese families for the last few hundred years, contains some generic suitable dates for moving into a new house. However, these are meant for general usage only. Date Selection is a specialized field of study in itself, with numerous methodologies available for selecting suitable dates such as the Dong Gong Method, Xuan Kong Da Gua, Qi Men, Shen Sha and Tian Xing Method, to name a few. A really good date for any activity (be it moving house, or opening a new business) is a date personalised to the person or persons in question who are involved in the activity. This is done by matching the date to the BaZi (or Destiny Code) of the people involved. I owned a black colour car but met 2 accidents in 8 months. I was born in the year of the Dragon, and now at the age of 31. I feel that black colour is not suitable for me and I have decided to change the paint colour this



 weekend. Please advise me which colour is more suitable to me. This reminds me of a recent article my student in England sent to me about how you can Feng Shui your car and avoid accidents, thus reducing your insurance payments! Unlike a house, your car does not have a fixed Facing Direction or a location. You do not sleep or live in your car. Accordingly, your car has no Feng Shui effect on you. So, it's not because of the 'Feng Shui of the car' that you have experienced accidents. Neither has the colour of your car (nor its number plate) nor the type of car anything to do with the number of accidents you have encountered. Paint your car whatever colour YOU LIKE. As for the issue of accidents, it's more likely that there's a problem in your BaZi or maybe your driving that is causing the problem, rather than your car! I would like to know is it not good for a couple who is born in the same year to be together? My boyfriend and I were born in the Dragon year and we are always being told that we can’t be together! They said it’s “zhong” (clash). Is it true? In the study of BaZi, there are six Earthly Branches that are in a Clash relationship with each other. The Dragon is in a Clash relationship with the Dog so to first answer the question, there is no such thing as a Dragon-Dragon Clash. The Clash relationships in the study of BaZi have led to some creative interpretations, extending to the conclusion that individuals should not date or marry, or engage in joint-ventures or partnerships with people whose year Branch clashes with their year Branch. For example, a person born in the year of the Pig should not partner or marry a person born in the year of the Snake. This is simply not quite correct! Compatibility between individuals is not determined by the Year Branch alone instead, it is done through the comparison of the entire BaZi (or Destiny Codes) of both individuals. Anyway, surely it's illogical to have to break up a relationship with someone or exclude dating somebody or avoid doing business with someone just because they happen to be of an Animal sign that clashes with our own? We have to look at the complete BaZi charts of the individuals in order to have a more accurate conclusion. Is it true that with your exact date and time of birth, black magic can be performed on you? If it’s true, isn’t it dangerous to give away such information? BaZi consultants or Destiny Analysts are not in the business of hexing or performing black magic. This fear, unfortunately, stems from the old days when there were quite a number of Feng Shui masters doubling up as spiritual masters. Today, most Feng Shui and BaZi consultants are strictly masters of their own field, leaving out spiritual practices, including ghost busting activities, which, in the first place, are not part of classical Feng Shui or Chinese astrology. The trend of Feng Shui and BaZi consultants today is already increasingly shifting back towards pure classical Feng Shui and Chinese astrology which



 strictly, is focused on the study of natural environment (i.e. capacity of earth energy) and destiny analysis (capacity of man). Besides, most Feng Shui and BaZi consultants today, by virtue of modern day expectations, are highly professional in their approach, and information such as birth details or house details are normally treated in a highly confidential manner. So there's no 'danger' so to speak. Of course, despite what have been discussed, you may be one of those who are still concerned and nervous about giving away such information. There is in fact a way to overcome this. Many of you may not be aware that each Chinese Hour is actually two Western Hours - as in Dragon Hour (7 am to 9 am) or Rooster Hour (5 pm to 7 pm). So if you want to have some piece of mind when engaging the services of a Feng Shui and BaZi consultant, just tell the consultant your time of birth according to the Chinese Hour! My company intends to buy a new premises, but we have 5 directors. If I want to choose the facing direction based on an individual's Gua number, which director's Gua number should I follow? This is a common question when it comes to Feng Shui for business premises. Using the personal Gua of individual directors to find a business premises is okay for a small company or a sole proprietorship but this doesn't quite work for large corporations or companies where there are many directors and they are not all from the same personal Gua group - in other words, some directors may belong to the East Group and some to West Group. In Classical Feng Shui, the approach is not to use the directors' personal Gua alone to find the right premises, but rather, to look to locate the office or purchase an office in an area with good environmental forms first so that the quality of Qi is good and supports that type of business. Next, a classical Feng Shui consultant will check the House Gua, which I have written about in the past. Once the House Gua is determined, the individual directors will be placed in the appropriate sectors of the building. Additional fine-tuning will then be done using the Personal Gua of the directors and Xuan Kong Flying Stars or Da Gua and also opening the Main Door in a good sector. If the main entrance of the building of my apartment faces Southeast and my unit main door faces East - how do I get the House Gua? Based on Southeast or East? When it comes to apartments, you will need to determine the Facing and Sitting direction of the whole apartment block, in order to accurately determine the property’s House Gua. It’s not enough to simply know the Facing Direction of the your own apartment unit's Main Entrance as this may not always represent the facing direction of the whole apartment block.



Objects and the put Theory By Joey Yap



 Can items and products in your office help you to grow your business? One of the most popular questions I get asked, in emails, as well as at public events, is this: Joey - what do you PUT in your office? Of course, the answer that I don't 'put' anything in my office is a bit of a surprise to them. How can I not have anything in my office for wealth enhancement, or health improvement or warding off the 5 yellow star?



Indeed, visitors to my office are often surprised at my unlikely collection of 'Feng Shui charms and cures' - they include a piece of abstract art (which I have absolutely no idea what it means!), Spiderman figures, a collector's edition Darth Vader figurine and collectible figures from my favourite Japanese anime, Naruto. And no, before you go out and buy some on eBay, these are not Qi-collecting or Sha Qi-defusing objects. I have them because I like them and I get some amusement from looking at them sometimes in my office. Clients are often perturbed when I have no specific recommendations on colours, objects to be placed in certain places and items to ward off negative Qi. But the truth is the practice of classical Feng Shui entails very little 'putting' if you like. A classical Feng Shui practitioner will rarely ask you put something in your room or wear something. Indeed, if they ask you to do this and promptly open up their car boot to reveal their 'feng shui' wares in six colours (to match your sofa) or usher you into a storeroom with ornaments in every size and incarnation, you should be a little suspicious. Real Classical Feng Shui is Invisible Feng Shui I do not advocate 'putting objects' as part of Feng Shui for several reasons. Firstly, classical Feng Shui, practiced at its highest level, is completely subtle and nuanced. If you, the average layperson, enter a building and you KNOW it's been Feng Shui-ed, then the Feng Shui practitioner has probably failed in his/her job. The purpose of Feng Shui is to enable natural energies in the environment to be tapped for beneficial, productive use by the residents of the building or the area. It is not to turn your home into a Chinese restaurant and it certainly does not involve strange interior decoration ideas. In classical Feng Shui practice, the goal is to make use of the good areas, and reduce the usage of the negative areas, while ensuring there is good Qi collection and distribution. Those of you who have been following my articles will know that this does not necessarily require a mountain-load of doohickeys and



 objects. The essence of classical Feng Shui practice in the 21st century involves understanding modern life and then integrating Feng Shui into that. For example, in the old days, artwork or perhaps, a fine vase or antique would draw people into a room in someone's house. The Feng Shui practitioner would advice the house owner to place this object in a certain room so that more people would enter and mingle about the room. Now, the Feng Shui practitioner's objective is to encourage greater usage of the room, and to achieve that, he used something subtle like the beautiful vase, knowing that if he told the house owner to just 'use the room more' he would get a blank look. Unfortunately, people then assumed that it was the vase which was supplying the Feng Shui, instead of the room. In modern times, to encourage greater use of certain rooms, Feng Shui practitioners might suggest a client use the room for television viewing, or perhaps as a living room or entertainment area. Secondly, if you are to utilise Feng Shui for a business advantage, obviously, you do not want too many people to know you have this advantage, correct? Now, logically, when your office screams 'Feng Shui', not only will other parties know that the business or person is using Feng Shui, but technically, they would also be able to 'defeat' or nullify that Feng Shui advantage. You can just imagine it now - business rivals nullifying or countering each other's Feng Shui with their own cures, or going into a business negotiation and getting an upper advantage by wearing a cure that 'defeats' the other side's Feng Shui. If this boggles the mind, and sounds downright ludicrous, it is! That is why object-based Feng Shui does not really make sense. Put Theory Breeds Paranoia Another reason why I am not a proponent of the Put Theory is because it encourages people to be paranoid, and unjustifiably place inordinate amounts of faith in an object. Classical Feng Shui does not involve being afraid, nor does it involve worshiping an object. It is about the natural energies in the environment, pure and simple. Check the ancient classics if you have doubt, none of these books prescribe the need to use an artefact to ward off bad Qi or to generate wealth out of thin air. Many ancient classics like Qing Nang Jing (Green Satchel), Di Li Bian Zheng (Discerning Truth of Earth Principles) and Ru Di Yan (Entering Earth Eye) are reproduced in their original texts by many Hong Kong and Taiwanese researchers. You can find them in many Chinese bookstores. These books document the practice and study of Feng Shui since the Tang Dynasty. Read them and you'd discover that these books don't mention anything about the Put Theory. When people objectify Feng Shui, they become ruled by the object that they believe encapsulates their good luck or bad luck as it were. This encourages superstition and a closed-mind. A person can't move out of a house because, oh, it's been good for 20 years, so let's not move, even if the new place is better from a classical Feng Shui standpoint. Similarly, by letting an object become the basis



 for a person's success, it encourages people to believe that there is a stairway to riches, as long as they have the right object, and not with good old fashioned hard work. No need to work hard, or think about whether you are doing the right thing, or in the right line. Just place [insert favourite wealth-making object] in your personal Wealth or Lucky corner and watch the money grow. There is no 'one object that rules them all' when it comes to classical Feng Shui. Tapping into Qi can be done through a variety of subtle means, depending on what technique the Feng Shui practitioner wants to employ, and what options the area and environment, as well as the forms, indicate can be used. Sometimes it involves the placement of Water in certain locations, more often than not, it is about avoiding the use of areas with strong Sha Qi or afflicted by Sha Qi and using the areas with positive Qi. Sometimes, a problem is not related to Feng Shui, but just the luck cycle the person is in, based on his/her Destiny Chart. If that is the case, than an object is even more unlikely to be able to help the person. Think about it: how can a pendant with a dragon or a rooster, help prevent a problem that is caused by the shifts in energy, brought upon by the planetary movements? Are we saying that a mere pendant can change the course of the planetary influence or alter the magnetic pull of the planets on the Earth? Obviously not. Nothing is going to shift the energies, but your own actions can help reduce the impact of whatever influence the energies are creating. For example, if as a result of the elemental energies of the Bing Xu (Fire Dog) year, you are having problems with your boss, then you need to either moderate your behaviour towards your superior, or keep a low profile this year to avoid making the situation worse. Wearing a pendant or keeping a rooster on your table is not going to work unless these objects remind you to mind your manners with your boss! What about the Hu Lu and Windchime? In select and rare instances, specific items, which have a clear elemental connection, are sometimes used by some classical Feng Shui practitioners to resolve certain problems. One form of cure, which actually has a proper basis in classical Feng Shui, is the use of the Hu Lu, commonly known as the Calabash in English. It is a real fruit (a Gourd, to be exact) and was originally used by Chinese herbalists as a container for medicine. Being a fruit that exists in nature, it is regarded as having natural Qi and so is sometimes used by Feng Shui practitioners. The fruit itself has two sections and has an opening on top. The dual-sections represent Heaven and Earth while the opening on top means that it belongs to the Trigram Dui. In the study of classical Feng Shui, Dui Gua or Dui Trigram, belongs to the element of Metal and also is the #7 star. Typically you hear people using the calabash to help with illness but most people don't know why. #2 is the sickness or illness star, and in He Tu numerology, #7 and #2 combines. Hence, the use of the Hu Lu to defuse the negative Qi of the #2 star. However, this technique can only be utilised when an actual real grown by Mother Nature gourd is used, and not a resin or plastic version! While this is not my preferred technique generally, I



 am not opposed to its use. Another acceptable 'object' that is typically used in some classical Feng Shui practice is the windchime. It is used to introduce the element of Metal into an area. Again, this is fine as long as it is a windchime that is actually made from Metal. However, if you find you don't like the noise, you can actually use anything metal - pewter ware or your old sports trophies for example. I know some practitioner friends who insist on using real 24 carat gold items to utilise the real effects of Metal Qi! I personally would prefer not to resort to the use of elemental cures and try to keep things as 'natural' as possible. If the Qi flow is already good, often, no cure or object is needed. All classical Feng Shui practitioners have their own style and pet methods. There is nothing wrong with using a Hu Lu or windchime, as long as it's clear why it is being used and it relates to the true elemental nature of the item, and not just the imagery and pure 'put theory'!



The way of Yi Jing By Joey Yap Discover the history and background of Yi Jing in this revealing article and learn how it relates to Feng Shui... Let's get the facts right first as always, so that we have a proper context for the conversation. The Yi Jing (often mis-pronounced as I-Ching) originally started out as a book about the philosophy of life and behaviour. Written during the Shang Dynasty (1766-1050 BC), it is about the way of life, or if you're more Zeninclined, the Tao of Life. The Yi Jing tells you, based on your rank or position in society, how you should behave and go about your daily life, as a wife, as a general, as a king, as a Minister. The word "Yi Jing" means sutra or classics of change. Strictly speaking, it has nothing to do with Feng Shui per se. The Yi Jing in its original form, is very much a form of pictorial philosophy, as represented by trigrams (the dual polarities of Yin and Yang, depicted in three lines) or hexagrams (six lines of Yin and Yang combinations). The ancient sages used the Yi Jing to depict the universe as man knew it and derive philosophical conclusions from it. These trigram and hexagram images were later used by a philosopher called Jing Fang to develop the science of probability, and to develop a means to compute outcomes and events, through understanding causality, time, space and the universe, known as Yi Gua. Yi Jing and Feng Shui: Connected yet Disparate Often, people misunderstand the connection between the Yi Jing and Feng Shui. There is indeed a connection between the "Yi" in Yi Jing (Yi being Change) because Feng Shui draws upon the concepts of changing lines, duality of polarity and the Five Elements, the Eight Trigrams, which are components of the Yi aspect of the Yi Jing. But Feng Shui systems involve taking the basic "Yi" information, and deriving a process and method, to use that information in an



 environmental context. This means that you cannot import something from the Yi Jing's text directly into Feng Shui and call it Feng Shui. A very good example of this liberal interpretation of the Yi Jing's original text is the importing of the imagery of the Guas (Hexagrams) into Feng Shui by way of man made figurines. Some New Age Feng Shui practitioners claim that placing a figurine of a Dragon Flying Towards the Sky creates the power of Qian Gua (the Heaven Hexagram) because Qian Gua is described in the Yi Jing's texts as 'A Dragon Flying Towards the Sky'. From here, it is expanded to mean that a person with such a figurine can have the power of a King or Emperor, as that is what Qian Gua stands for, amongst other things. That is taking the Yi Jing not just literally, but with substantial quantities of liberal and highly subjective interpretation. With this kind of approach, you can read just about anything into everything when in actual fact, the concept of Qian Gua as 'A Dragon Flying Towards the Sky' is actually a form of mnemonic, to help sages and students remember that Qian Gua is actually upward moving pure Yang energy. Also, there are 6 Yaos (lines) in the Hexagram with each giving a different meaning to the entire reading. Yi Gua, which is a form of science of probability, or as the Chinese philosophers called it, the science of divination, is derived from the concept of "Yi" in Yi Jing and was later developed by King Wen (Wen Wang) but technically, it is not Feng Shui. It is a complementary discipline for many Feng Shui and BaZi practitioners, but it is a completely different and separate field of study. It still falls under the broader umbrella of Chinese Metaphysics but it is not Feng Shui. We can only say that fundamental concepts of the Yi are assimilated in the formulas of the Feng Shui practice. So what then is Yi Gua you might be wondering? Coin tossing, yarrow sticks and turtle shells



Yi Gua, which is a method of probability science, derived from Yi Jing, has three principle methods. The first method is the method pioneered by King Wen (Wen Wang) which is the turtle shell method. Now, almost everyone is familiar with this or has seen it some time or another in a TVB serial show. You put coins inside a



 turtle shell, shake it and pour out the coins. The pattern of the coins enables the derivation of a Gua or Hexagram image, which then provides the answer to the query. Of course, nowadays, and probably due to the protection against needless killing of turtles for their shell, most people practice this method without the turtle shell. In the old days, the turtle was used because of the perceived connection to the He Tu, and because it was thought that the turtle's shell depicts the 10 stems, 12 branches and 24 mountains. Hence, it was thought that the turtle had a special connection with the universe. The second method involves using yarrow sticks - through a method of picking and selecting the sticks, a yin and yang image is derived. The third method is known as the Plum Blossom (Mei Hua Yi Shu) method. It involves deriving or plucking a Gua based on observation of events and time occurring after the question is asked - for example, a ringing telephone, the colour of the shirt the person is wearing when they asked the question. I must stress at this point that none of these formats entail superstition. You don't have to pray or make a plea to the gods or anything like that. Which is why I find the word divination is sometimes misleading to use, because it suggests something religious or somehow superstitious. The science of probability and affinity is a better term to use to describe Yi Gua. The practice of Yi Gua is entirely agnostic in nature. Rather, they deal with the method of asking the question, and involve an academic understanding of the Guas and using the right methods to derive the Gua imagery. The Universe, in a Nutshell (or your subconscious) Yi Gua in essence is premised upon the theory that the subconscious and the universe are in-tune with each other. The Chinese, through the Metaphysical fields of study, have always subscribed to the concepts of synchronicity, destiny, life and the subconscious. The underlying premise of Yi Gua is that we have all the answers, but we simply do not know how to get to the answers. Our subconscious is in fact, the path to all knowledge. The trick is being able to get one's subconscious (or the universe if you like) to volunteer the answer or somehow extract the information from our subconscious. And this is what the ancient Chinese sages were looking to achieve, when they pioneered the science of divination, or probability. Now, I realise that some readers might feel this is stretching the case a little or is way too far on the alternative side of the alternative! But the study of the power of the subconscious is in fact something that Western scientists have always been curious about. Why do people buy Self-Help books? Because they believe in the power of mind over matter. People who use Neuro-Linguistic Programming (NLP), which is now all the rage amongst the corporate set, and who believe Anthony Robbins can help you change your life, are subscribing to the power of the subconscious. Freud and Jung, two very famous Western psychoanalysts and psychologists, believed in the power of the subconscious to tell us about ourselves, and what we didn't know about ourselves. In fact Carl G. Jung was



 known to be a strong proponent of Yi Jing studies. Freud and Jung believed that dreams offered an insight into the subconscious. If you think about it, it's not that far from the Yi Gua method. Most people remember the images in their dreams, and rarely do they remember the words. In Yi Gua, we are looking at the answer to a question afforded by an image - a Gua or a set of lines. Now, I'm not saying that it has been scientifically proven that dreaming involves accessing the subconscious. Not everyone believes that the subconscious exists! But certainly, scientists are studying dreaming and in fact, there is a new scientific field of study, known as oneirology, or the study of dreams. So, it's worth giving some thought and opening one's mind to the possibility. Think about it - why is it that we say, let's sleep on it, when we have to think about something? Could it be because we subconsciously know that the answer will come then? Have you ever had the same dream several times over? Is that the subconscious trying to give you an image or an answer, but you simply do not know what it means? Still sounds suspect? One of the reasons why New Age Feng Shui practitioners lean so hard on the Yi Jing to provide basis for their interpretations or theories is that it is extremely difficult, unless you have studied the Yi Jing, learnt Yi Gua or have a strong understanding of Chinese Metaphysics, to tell what's real, from what's flim-flam. The truth and real practice are very difficult to separate from those who are being economical with the truth. Unfortunately therefore, this makes the public very vulnerable to all kinds of claims, which can in theory, be linked back to the Yi Jing. Hence, this is the reason why I have chosen to write about the Yi Jing and how Feng Shui co-relates to the Yi Jing and what is Yi Gua. The idea is for the public to understand and appreciate the two are somewhat related, yet disparate by practice. The less mystique there is about Yi Jing and Yi Gua, the less likely people will be taken in for a ride. As for Yi Gua and the method the Chinese developed for computing probabilities, it is not something easy for very rigid minded people to accept or buy in to. I simply ask that you give it some thought. Perhaps sleep on it. Or cast a question to the universe. Perhaps the universe, or your subconscious can offer up an answer!



Tread not on the Dark Side By Joey Yap Find out the real "secret" of the Water Dragon technique in Feng Shui ... I hope since last week's article, you have managed to find the mountain in your neighbourhood and have had some fun identifying the types of mountains in your area and looking at how they relate to your property. This week, I am going to talk about the other aspect of the equation: Water.



 Water is the Yang aspect of the environment because Water is always moving; hence it is regarded as Yang. As I indicated last week, for an ideal Feng Shui environment, there must be Yin and Yang in balance. So if you have Mountain, you must also have Water. Likewise, if you have Water, you must also have Mountain. Remember, the goal in Feng Shui is Yin and Yang in balance. Despite the importance of this simple basic principle of Yin and Yang in balance and the importance of having both Mountain and Water, many people unfortunately are not aware of this Feng Shui fundamental. They only remember the 2nd part of the saying 'Water governs Wealth' and forget the first part, "Mountains Govern People". This has led to not only an unhealthy fixation of just going with Water when it comes to the Feng Shui of their property, but resorting to artificial means to get the Water. Now, the first thing to realise about Feng Shui (and I know I am going to disappoint a lot of people with this statement) is you can't fake it. You cannot make it, and it follows by extension that you cannot fake it. It has to be au naturale. Present in the environment, naturally, be it the Water, or the Mountain. Now, you can 'improve' what you have present in the environment to a certain degree but this is more applicable to large scale developments where they can undertake mass-scale landscaping, rather than residential properties. But even a property developer cannot 'make' a mountain, or create a true river. The reason why I want to emphasise this point about Water is because many many people have unwittingly trod down the path of 'the Dark Side', lured solely by the promise of immense and great wealth. What is this 'Dark Side' you might ask? It goes by the name of 'Water Dragon'.



 Separating real Dragon from the 'Lizards' What is this Water Dragon you might ask? It is supposedly a 'secret' formula from an old book called Di Li Wu Jue (Earthly Principles, Five Verses) that states that if Water enters at a certain direction, and exits at another direction, the property will create great wealth and immense riches for the occupants. There are countless classes and courses out there which offer these 'secret' Water Dragon Formulas, often at exorbitant prices. Unfortunately, this is really a case of paying for a Dragon, but getting a lizard. Why is that?



 Firstly, many people are not aware that this formula is actually not really a secret formula but one that is freely available in most Chinese bookstores. So this 'secret water Dragon' is really nothing special. Secondly, this book is actually a compilation of environmental factors based on the alternative principles of San He, written during the Qing Dynasty. It has to be used very carefully, with the chapters read in totality and entirety, and not looking at the formulas in isolation. Furthermore, the formulas have to be qualified by the presence of certain environmental features, as is clearly stated in the text. Thirdly, taking a formula from the text and assuming it is gospel is always dangerous because it is not just about the formula, but what circumstances it can (or can't) be used in. As I always emphasise to my students - the formula in itself is worth nothing if there is no understanding of how it is to be used, when it should and more importantly, should not be used. If you must pay for knowledge, then you would rather pay for the understanding and not just the formula. If you just want a formula, buy the book. If you are interested in the Water Dragon formulas, I have reproduced some here. Pay to understand the strengths and weaknesses of the formula because this formula comes with certain side effects. After all, you do not take drugs without knowing what is going to happen to you, right? A formula is like a recipe - anybody can get a recipe, but a skilled cook is what makes the difference between the cake coming out like in the picture in the cookbook, and a tasteless product not fit for consumption. The moral of the story? Feng Shui is not about paying for a formula. A true Feng Shui consultation is personalised to the individual - so if all you are getting is a standard formula (or a list of formulas), then you are not using Feng Shui because it is not personalised to you. Drains for Wealth or Draining Wealth? The most recent incarnation of the 'Water Dragon Formula' that I have seen and heard off involves drains and koi ponds. I have had clients who have asked me to align the pumps in their koi ponds to follow the secret Water Dragon formula by having the pump pouring water into the koi pond at a certain direction, and another pump, that drains water, at another direction. I have also seen clients who in their desire to achieve a Water Dragon in their property dig a drain around their property so that water enters and exits at certain directions. Now, this is not at all what the text envisaged. How can a drain make you rich? If that's the case, everyone should be rich because all houses have drains in Malaysia. And they don't call it a 'drain' for nothing! Also, the formation of water in the manner of a drain running directly across the Main Door ends up creating Sha Qi such as Cutting Feet Water, rather than ushering in positive Qi. Di Li Wu Jue contains only a few of the many Water Formulas found in Classical Feng Shui. True application of Water involves the availability of mountain formations because mountain formations generate the Qi and Water harnesses the Qi. One yin, one yang. You cannot have one without the other. When it



 comes to making use of a Water Dragon formula, one must use the right Water Formation based on the existing Mountain formation, and then select an appropriate door or house facing. Unfortunately today, the approach is to build the Water, based on the existing door of the house. The formulas have been diluted and bastardised to apply to drains and koi ponds, and has been modified to the extent that the environmental formation is ignored, and only the Main Door or facing is used to determine what the Water Dragon should be. This is incorrect. Dragons, in the language and terminology of Feng Shui, refers to Water and it is Water that brings vibrant Qi, according to the old saying. So it is not wrong that Water indeed governs Wealth aspects. But, the classics, when they refer to 'Dragon', are referring to natural water - creeks, rivers, lakes and ponds that are naturally present in the environment. It is for this reason that you cannot 'make' a Water Dragon in your house and indeed, you should not because you may find you make the situation worse, and not better. But the most important thing to remember about Dragons is that you must have them in tandem with Mountains. One Yin, One Yang is needed in order to achieve balance. So do not be fixated with just water, and ignore the mountain.



Matters of Mountain and Man By Joey Yap For an area to have good Feng Shui, it needs to have both Water and Mountain features. In this article, Joey Yap reveals why Mountains which represent People Luck is just as important as Water that denotes Wealth Luck... One of the frequent requests that I get from the public is for me to simplify, simplify, simplify. Complex theories and long formulas do not appeal to many people - they just want to know what is the crux of the whole subject, preferably in as short a sentence as possible. Well, that's quite a challenge but I think there are very few fields of study that can rival Feng Shui when it comes to brevity and elegant short sentences that are loaded with meaning. Of course, the ancient Chinese sages like being cryptic. They deliberately wanted to be brief and to the point. This is because brevity in the case of the Chinese language adds an air of mystery and actually complicates the understanding and interpretation of the subject! Take for example, the famous saying [山管人丁水管財]. Translated, this means 'Mountains Govern People, Water Governs Wealth'. Now, if you have absolutely no knowledge of Feng Shui, this would mean about as much sense to you in English, as it would in Greek. Looks simple, but is in fact not all that simple if you don't know the context. Is mountain actually mountain? Does it refer to boulders? What about that fake rock mountain in your backyard?



 This phrase, aside from the obvious references to Mountains and Rivers, in fact reiterates an important principle in Feng Shui - Feng Shui is about Yin and Yang and you need both to be in perfect balance and equilibrium before you can achieve success in life. It tells us that Wealth Luck, without People Luck, is not the key to success in life. It is common for people to fixate on the Water (i.e. Wealth Luck) aspect of Feng Shui, and neglect the Mountain (i.e. People Luck) matters. You cannot have the one without the other - mountain is just as important as water, and thus, People Luck, is just as important as Wealth Luck. See, so much in just one sentence (or 7 characters, if you count it in Chinese) Now, this week, I will be talking about the Mountain aspect of Feng Shui and giving you a simple guide to Mountains and Feng Shui. Next week, I will talk about Water. At the end of the two articles, you should have a clearer idea of how and why Mountain and Water need to be present together, in order for an area to be said to have good Feng Shui. The Unmoving Mountains Many people incorrectly interpret mountains as a Yang force in the Yin Yang equilibrium. In fact, Mountain is a Yin feature because Yin is unmoving, still and quiet. When was the last time you saw a mountain move? When the saying talks about 'Mountains Governing People", it does not just mean descendants or relationships, it encompasses health, attitude and most importantly, status. You can have all the money in the world, but if you're too sick to spend it, what's the point? And all the money in the world will not matter, if you are not accepted at the upper echelons of society or if you are not recognised in society for who you are. When you have arrived, wealth is not the issue. Quality of life is. And the biggest contributor towards quality of life today is good health. Why are you looking at Mountains? Again, many people incorrectly think that Qi in the environment comes from Water. It is the mountains that are the source of Qi because they are in effect, living star forms, created by the magnetic pull of the planetary formations, and generating the Qi in the natural environment. Qi comes from the mountains, and is collected at the boundaries of Water. So an area with no mountains and only Water is actually a case of nice to see, but not much substance. The Water is there to collect Qi, but as there are no mountains in the area, there's no Qi generated in the first place. This is why a classical Feng Shui practitioner will judge the quality of the Qi and potential of the land for land development projects or Yin House projects, by examining and exploring the capacity, potential and outcomes of the land, as is indicated by the source of Qi in the area, namely, the mountain formations. As a lay person, if you already have your house or are going to buy a house, what you want to do is to check the quality of Qi in the area by looking at the mountains (or hills) in the vicinity of your home. People often tell me, I see no mountains. If you live in Klang Valley, you are living in a hilly area. Most people don't notice the mountains because they don't really look. Pantai Hills, Bangsar, One Utama, Damansara Heights, Taman Tun -



 all these areas have very prominent hill formations. Hills and contours in the land are everywhere and these are considered as Mountains in Feng Shui. So, now that we have established the importance of mountains, the question is where should the mountains be and what shape are they? Getting to know your Mountain At practitioner level, there are 81 basic mountain shapes, and further transforming formations, known as Dragon Formations. But at beginner level, focus on finding the mountain, knowing where it is in relation to your property direction-wise, and then, check what shape it is. Where do we want to see mountains? This is a dynamic factor that depends heavily on the particular period of luck. The general principle for Period 8, which is the luck period we are currently in, is we want to see mountains in the Northeast, South, Northwest and West of the property. How do you know whether the mountain is in the right direction? Using a house plan, demarcate your house according to a 8 sector pie chart, and then ascertain where the mountains are. Assuming you have a mountain in any of these directions, you now need to decide if the mountain is a good or bad mountain. Good mountains (also known as Healthy Dragons) are lush, green and exude nobility. Bad mountains (also known as Sick Dragons) are rocky, balding, with sharp rocks protruding out.



If you see a Sick Dragon in the area, then that tells you that the quality of the Qi



 in the area is aggressive and fierce and merciless, which indicates that the people in the area have difficult relationships and health issues as well. In contrast, if the mountains are Healthy Dragons, the people are more pleasant, have better quality relationships and are in better health, thus being in a better position to create wealth. It is also important to consider the shape of the mountain. Wood element shapes bring nobility, elegance, statute and status, Metal element mountains relate to power, influence and authority. Earth shaped mountains co-relate to wealth. By knowing the shape of the mountain, and looking at your personal life goals, you will be able determine if an area is supportive towards your goals or less suitable towards supporting your goals. Now, you probably think: everyone will rush to live in the area with Earth shaped mountains! However, there are other considerations as well to take into account: the mountain's distance from your property, its location in relation to your property and whether or not you can use it, based on the quality of land that your house is located on. Also, mountain is only half the equation - remember, you need to consider where the Water is located, to complete the puzzle and ensure Yin and Yang are in balance and harmony. Generally, as long as you have good Dragons located in the preferred sectors, an area can be said to be reasonably good. Next week, I will talk about the Yang aspect of Feng Shui, Water.



Putting It All Together By Joey Yap BaZi (Destiny Analysis) and Mian Xiang (Face Reading) are a powerful combination that can ensure the well-being of a person's life. In this article, Joey Yap shows how these two techniques can be used to counter long-term problems as well as short-term, more pressing issues. My earliest exposure to the field of Chinese Metaphysics came many years ago when I was in Hong Kong. I turned on the television and chanced upon a talk show, which featured a well-known Hong Kong Feng Shui master. The gentleman had been invited to the talk show to demonstrate his face-reading skills. Members of the audience were picked randomly and invited up onto the stage, where the Master would promptly read their faces, tell them about themselves, just by looking at their faces. Face reading, aside from its obvious practical advantages it offers in business and daily dealings, is considered an important complementary discipline for Feng Shui practitioners. A handy back-up skill as it were that helps a Feng Shui consultant practice more effectively and efficiently. Originally, Mian Xiang or Face Reading was developed for medical purposes. The famous Chinese medical text, the Yellow Emperor Classics, contains many references on how to make use of facial features to ascertain medical problems.



 Later on, the basic principles of Face Reading were extended beyond medical diagnosis, to support Destiny Analysis. Imperial advisors would use it often to vet candidates for Imperial positions. You see, in the olden days, a person didn't submit his CV for an imperial position - instead he would submit his BaZi or Destiny Code. Now, occasionally, a candidate might attempt to submit a false BaZi to improve his chances of securing a position on the Imperial payroll, which in those days, was a very desired job posting, since a person was more or less assured of what the Chinese call an 'iron rice bowl'. So, the Imperial advisors would use Mian Xiang to confirm the BaZi, and make sure the candidate did actually have the skills he professed to have. If you have been reading my past articles, most of you would probably be familiar with how BaZi and Feng Shui work together. As I have indicated in the past, a complete Feng Shui consultation usually involves the use of BaZi, which is a person's Destiny Code, to determine the nature of the problem faced by the person at that particular point in time. The Feng Shui consultant then uses Feng Shui as a prescription, to help resolve or alleviate the problem, diagnosed using the help of the person's Destiny Code. However, there are some occasions where a person's Destiny Code is not available or the client asks something on the spot, during the consultation, and the BaZi chart is not available. In such cases, a Feng Shui consultant who has studied face reading, can use Mian Xiang or Face Reading, as a back-up discipline to see where the client's problems are, or what challenges he is facing at that particular point in time. This is because Mian Xiang represents what we call Later Heaven Luck - it tells us about the present, the outcome of current events as a result of the present state of mind, beliefs, character and virtues. By examining Qi colour on the face, and the specific age point co-relating to the client's age, and looking at the contours and features on the face at that particular age point, the consultant can get a concise snapshot of the person's state of health or luck at that point in time. A person's face, almost always will confirm, what is in his/her BaZi generally. So for example, if a person has a problem with holding on to money in his/her BaZi, what we call a Rob Wealth (Jie Cai) problem in BaZi consultant terminology, this will invariably show on his/her face, in the form of very thick eyebrows. A case of Prevention is better than Cure A good illustration of how useful Mian Xiang is, when combined with BaZi and Feng Shui is when it comes to a person's health. I remember a client from a few years back, who had engaged me to audit his house, which was being built at the time. The client met us at my office to show us the way to his property. When the client sat down in my office to show me the plans of the house, something on his face drew my attention: he had a distinct line crossing the lobe of both his ears (see attached diagram). In the study of Mian Xiang, this is usually one indication that



 the person has a risk of developing heart-related problems. I double-checked my concern by looking at his eyes. There was a distinct blue ring around the pupil of his eyes, another clear indication of heart-related problems.



Now, often, a conclusion derived from one discipline, such as Mian Xiang, will be supported and confirmed through another discipline, like Feng Shui or BaZi. So, we proceeded to the gentleman's house. At his house, this is what we saw.



 The house was in the process of being constructed at the time but it was enough for me to ascertain where his Main Door would be located and the facing of this property. I also noticed that he had a lamp post directly in the part of his Main Door, a formation known in Feng Shui as Piercing Heart Sha. This is definitely an unfavourable formation to have at the Main Door. As you will recall, the Main Door is one of the three important factors that must always be considered when we are looking at the Feng Shui of a property. When the Main Door is affected, the Qi that enters the property is blocked or is transformed into negative or Sha Qi. A simple check of the directions with the Luo Pan revealed that the lamp post was located in the South sector of his house. Now, the South sector of a property is governed by the Gua known as Li Gua. Li Gua, amongst other things, represents the eyes and the heart. Now, I think most people can pretty much figure out what it means if you have Piercing Heart Sha, located in the sector that is governed by the Gua that represents the heart and the eyes. Hence, it matched my initial concern from what I had seen on the client's face, i.e. he may have a heart-related problem, especially if he were to also move into the house he was building with the environmental feature located where it was. So what then was the outcome you might be thinking? How does the story end? Positively, I'm pleased to say! The client decided, that since he hadn't been for a medical check up in a while, he would go for a thorough one. He also, decided to change the design of the house to move the location of the Main Door, which was not too difficult to rectify since the house had not been finished yet and he could still make changes to the design. When I checked the gentleman's BaZi, it revealed a clash between the Zi (Rat) and Wu (Horse), known in BaZi terminology as Shui Huo Xiang Cong or Fire and Water Clash. This is an explosive clash of the Fire and Water elements and is an indication of a heart problem also. What the face and the BaZi reveals in this case is an area that is a cause for concern, but more importantly, action. Hence, I have always emphasised the importance of taking the right action, once you have been alerted to a potential problem. I recently saw my client again, on a different matter, and I noticed that the lines on his earlobe had diminished significantly. He told me that since then, he has also been trying to eat better and had been exercising more, as the medical check-up revealed some problems which if he did not change his lifestyle, could lead to heart problems.



 Now, it's not absolutely essential that your Feng Shui practitioner know Mian Xiang or practice it as a complementary discipline to his Feng Shui practice, but as you can see from this little story, it is a very helpful back-up discipline to have, as it helps the Feng Shui practitioner fine-tune and focus his efforts. By combining his knowledge of BaZi with Mian Xiang, a Feng Shui practitioner can zero in on not just long-term problems, but also short-term and more immediate, pressing issues at hand, such as health concerns.



Behind the Face of a Football Genius By Joey Yap Joey Yap assesses the BaZi of Zinedine Zidane, the talismanic French football superstar and uncovers the reason for the infamous head-butting incident in World Cup 2006 that dominated the sports pages... Although I can't consider myself a football fan, it seems virtually impossible to escape World Cup fever. Especially after the 'head-butting' incident involving Zinedine Zidane, which dominated the sports pages. Even someone like me, who isn't really that interested in football, was drawn into the storyline that played out following the finals. The dominant question on many people's minds seemed to be this: Why would an illustrious, talented footballer ruin his curtain call and retirement from the world stage at the most prestigious event in football history, with an ignominious red card for a head-butt? Never mind what was said to Zidane - the Question many sports journalists, fans and non-fans alike were wondering about was: What on earth made him do it? So, let's take a look at the BaZi AKA Destiny Code of the talismanic Zinedine Zidane, to see if we can understand why he saw red on the Finals Day. What a person is reluctant to reveal about himself, can always be deciphered from his Destiny Code. A person's BaZi tells us not just who we perceive him to be, but who he really is. The Heavenly Stems, which form the top half of a person's Destiny Code, represent the immediate, the obvious, the surface personality, that which we perceive of the person, when we first meet him. But to truly know what a person is like, we must delve beyond the surface. So, let's take a look at Zidane's Destiny Code. Zidane's BaZi reveals a formation known as Shang Guan Qi Sha or Hurting Officer controls Seven Killings Formation. This is a formation that is typically found in outstanding martial artists (Bruce Lee's chart for example has a similar formation) and also individuals with unique physical abilities. Since there are not that many martial artists today, this formation is usually applied in the context of sports, since sports is a physical art form. It is this structure that gives Zidane his magic touch with the football. The chart shows two types of Fire formations, indicating that he can strike the ball equally well with both his right and left legs. As his Day Master is seated on a Seven Killing star, this indicates quick reflexes, charisma, as well as the presence of a good 'killer instinct' - hence, his cool and



 calm demeanour when taking penalties! It also shows that he has strong leadership qualities. The strong Hurting Officer, which is represented by the element of Bing or Yang Fire, usually marks the individual as one who does not like to be controlled and is impulsive. Hence, it indicates challenges when it comes to playing in a teambased sport like football and problems for coaches in controlling him. Persons with strong Hurting Officers are also highly individualistic, and have strong showmanship skills. In the study of BaZi, Bing Fire is the fire of the sun, and carries with it qualities such as beauty, passion, intensity, brilliance and magnanimity, all which are hallmarks of Zidane's style of play - the little touches, the acrobatic dazzling he-makes-it-look-easy ball-acrobatics he pulls off, and his ability to not only score goals, but assist in goals being scored. When one has Bing Fire as the Hurting Officer star, the person is typically shorttempered and impulsive. Furthermore, Zidane's Hurting Officer star sits on Yang Ren or Goat Blade, which means it is a very intense, hot and explosive Hurting Officer star. Hence he has been sent off 14 times in his career, including once for stamping on a player during a World Cup match, and on another occasion for head-butting, while playing for his club, Juventus. He also holds the dubious record of being one of the four players to have been sent off in a World Cup Final in the history of the World Cup. So what made Zidane see red at this World Cup, when he knew that it would be his last international match? This year being the year of Bing Xu or Fire Dog, the Fire is extremely hot. So, his Hurting Officer, which is already extremely strong, becomes excessively strong. When an element is overwhelmingly strong, its negative qualities usually come out or feature prominently. When a Hurting Officer star becomes negative, the person becomes petulant, rebellious and has too much fighting spirit. Also, the interaction between his current 10 year luck pillar of Geng Xu and the annual pillar of Bing Xu reveals a formation known as Hurting Officer sees Officer (Shang Guan Jian Guan), which denotes chaos, irrational and excessively emotional behaviour, problems with authority, and going against the accepted order of things. In addition, there is also a Harm formation between the Xu (Dog) of the year, the Xu (Dog) in his 10 year luck pillar, and the You (Rooster) in his BaZi. This Harm formation denotes a lack of peace or an inner anger. His Yi Wood Day Master needs Gui Water to help it grow, and wet Ji Earth, found in the Chou or Ox, to pacify the heat, and enable the Earth to grow. Gui Water is the Resource Star, and also represents the Mother whilst Ji Earth is the Wealth Star, which also represents the wife. Both these elements are important to this Yi Wood Day Master. What exactly was said to him that provoked him remains the subject of debate but from Zidane's BaZi, certainly any insult about his mother or his wife, would probably have triggered his temper, based on his BaZi! This raises an important point about BaZi that often gets overlooked. In the past,



 BaZi was designed to reveal fate and destiny. It was unchanged. The path that was laid out was essentially the path that would be walked. Today, we do not perceive BaZi in this way. Destiny is but one of the possible paths a person can walk. Destiny can, to some degree be changed. In the old days, a heart attack was a death sentence. Today, if you know about it early enough, it can be prevented and treated. The power of free will, the advantage of informed choice, and the ability to make an informed decision, means that how a person lives their life, remains in their hands. What does this mean in the case of Zinedine Zidane? Admittedly, Zidane's BaZi indicates how he would react to a provocation and that his reaction would bring about negative outcomes. But, at that moment, at the 110th minute on that pitch in Berlin, ultimately, Zidane held his destiny, in his own hands - or rather, head. The Power of the Officer Despite being sent-off, Zidane was awarded the Golden Ball Award and so far, there seems to be no vilification of him in his home country for what he did. Why? His current 10 year luck pillar shows strong Officer Luck as a result of the combination between his Yi Wood Day Master, and Geng Metal, so he will still continue to command respect and honour as the Officer represents good status and reputation. This head-butt will not tarnish his reputation substantially, nor detract from his skills and talents. Xu (Dog) is the graveyard for Xin Metal, which is the Seven Killings Star. Seven Killings represents critics, petty people and detractors. These will eventually go away as the year goes on so they will not prove to be a long-term problem. The indications of his chart are that he'll probably get to keep the Golden Ball award as well. According to Wikipedia, Zidane earned a 6.4 million euros salary at Real Madrid, and in 2005-2006, he earned 8.6 million euros from sponsorship and endorsement deals. This is also in tune with his 10 year luck pillar of Geng Xu, which he entered in 2005. Geng Metal and Yi Wood, which is his day Master, are combining with the Officer. This typically represents strong sponsorship and endorsement opportunities for a sportsman, whilst the Xu (Dog) brings strong Wealth Luck. In this luck pillar, an ambassadorial role for Zidane is ideal and he should also have no problems with endorsements. All he has to do is say yes, and his wealth should be secure until 2015. He will be wise to stay away from coaching or management opportunities as his BaZi indicates he lacks the patience to coach or manage a football team. Charisma has a Face It is not uncommon for BaZi practitioners and even Feng Shui practitioners, to rely on face reading or Mian Xiang, as a back-up discipline. There have been times when I have used face-reading for quick or on the spot evaluations of a client's luck, when a BaZi chart was not available. The face, almost always, confirms what we already know from the Destiny Code. So what story does



 Zidane's face tell? If you look closely at his face, you will notice that his eyebrows pierce upwards, at the 'head' (the end closer to the centre of the face). In Mian Xiang, these are known as Spear-headed eyebrows and denote individuals who are highly opinionated and quick off the mark. Usually, individuals with Spear-headed eyebrows also have prominent or strong Hurting Officer (Shang Guan) nature. Zidane has strong, high and outward growing cheekbones - these denote strong leadership and a charismatic nature. He has sharp, pointed eyes which indicate impatience, but an eye for detail, hence his ability to create possibilities on the football field, out of seemingly nothing at all. In Mian Xiang, each year of a person's life is represented by a single point on the face. The ages of 27-30 are represented by the temples, the life palace or Yin Tang, which is located between the eyebrows, and the Forest, which is the area above the ear. On Zidane's face, all these areas are sunken or the hairline crosses these areas, denoting that these years are less favourable. However, once Zidane entered eyebrow luck, at 31 years old (30 by Western age calculations), his luck clearly took a turn for the better. His eyebrows are clear and charismatic, not too thick and upward growing. Indeed, in 2002, Zidane won the UEFA Champions League Most Valuable Player award, and transferred from Juventus to Real Madrid for a record 66 million euros. At 35, he has just finished eyebrow luck and entered eye luck - which means that whilst his luck will still be good, the best is probably behind him, so his decision to retire is a wise one indeed.



A Healthy Wealth Qi By Joey Yap Learn some easy-to-apply techniques that you can use to help improve your Wealth opportunities in this article by Joey Yap… In last week's article, I talk about the basic misconceptions about using Feng Shui for Wealth and how Feng Shui should be understood when it comes to helping you improve your Wealth. I also talked about how Wealth in Feng Shui is not about money, or lottery winnings or windfall wealth. It is about opportunities and finding an environment to locate your home or office in, which lets you capitalise effectively on opportunities, to improve your wealth, achieve status or just, live well. This week, I am going to talk about some simple basic techniques that you can use to help improve your Wealth opportunities. I will be introducing a system of Feng Shui known as Fei Xing or Flying Stars and showing you how to use the Flying Star chart of your house or office, to improve your Wealth opportunities. Flying Stars is one of the most popular systems used by most Feng Shui consultants. Professionally, it is regarded as a fairly basic and simple technique so is suitable for most lay persons to make use of. Also, many people are quite



 well-informed these days about Feng Shui and so it is something that is quite manageable for most laypeople. An important aspect of Flying Stars Feng Shui is the element of time. Time, in Flying Stars Feng Shui, is divided into cycles of Qi, with each cycle lasting 20 years. Under this system, no house or location is ever permanently good or bad. It changes with the passing of time and the shifting of Qi. The goal of the Flying Stars technique is to identify the most prosperous Wealth Qi or People Luck areas at a given point in time, bearing in mind the 20 year Qi cycle. It is a system for short-term and quick results, and is often used in Hong Kong and Taiwan. Now, before we can delve into the Flying Star charts, first, I need to talk a little about how to take a direction. The Facing Direction of your property is needed in order to plot the Flying Star chart of your property. Finding the Facing With a luo pan or Feng Shui compass (you can use a normal compass if you want but it requires you taking an additional step to identify the degrees according to the 24 Mountains), stand at the center of your property's facing direction. The facing direction is the direction in which the house is built to face or where the main façade is located. Do not just assume that your Main Door is the facing direction of your property. This is a common mistake that many people make. Always use the façade of the house, or the direction the house has been built to face, to take the Facing Direction.



Once you have a Facing Direction, you need to know if it is a Period 7 or Period 8 Flying Star chart. If you moved into your house between 2004 and 2023, then your property is considered a Period 8 house. If you moved into your house between 1984 and up to February 4 2004, then you have a Period 7 house. Now, based on the Facing Direction of your house and the Period of your house, find the Flying Star chart that matches your property, using the charts below. You now have the Qi map for your property. Once you have established your property's Flying Star chart, transfer the Star numbers of the corresponding sectors, onto a plan of your house. Follow the example below on how to transfer the Star numbers. This method will enable you



 to identify which part of the house the various Stars reside in. The third piece of information you need to have is to understand the difference between Facing Stars and Sitting Stars. The diagram below tells you which is the Facing Star and which is the Sitting Star on a Flying Star chart.



Facing Stars govern the wealth capacities of each sector whilst the Sitting Star governs the people or health capacity of the sector. Three ways to improve your wealth opportunities Once you have the Flying Star chart of your property or office, you need to find the Facing Star #8. Look at the example below. In this House, the Facing Star #8 is located in the Southwest.



 Now, let's say that for this property, there is a door located in this sector, as per the diagram below.



 Remember that in my articles, I have repeatedly stressed the importance of the 3 factors in Feng Shui? Make it your mantra: Main Door, Kitchen and Bedroom. As this property already has the Main Door located in the Wealth Qi location for Period 8, there's no need to enhance the house any further. Now, all we have to do is make sure that the surrounding environmental forms are supportive of this Main Door. So, what if your property does not have a Main Door at the Facing Star #8 location? There are still a few tricks you can try. First, keep the area uncluttered and unobstructed, so that the Qi can flow and the Prosperous Qi the #8 star brings can move and circulate around the property. In case you do not have a door at this sector, you can also try placing an aquarium or water feature outside the location of the Facing Star #8 or in a location that is convenient. In the study of Feng Shui, Water is a Yang form and thus is suitable for the stimulation of Qi at this location. As for how much water you will need, well, it depends on the size of the house or office. Obviously, if you have a large house, a goldfish bowl is not going to do you much good. However, if you have a small house, a 3-4 foot aquarium should be fine. Remember, use common sense and proportionality to guide your decision. A quick point on what kind of water features you can use, aside from an aquarium. Generally, I do not advocate the use of table fountains. This is because these types of water feature usually only contain at most, 3-4 small mineral water bottles worth of water, which is usually not quite enough to stimulate the Qi. Let's say for some reason, you cannot use the Facing Star #8. Perhaps it is located in a storeroom. Or in a location that does not permit the placement of Water. In that case, look for the Facing Star #9 and either locate the Main Door there, or place a water feature or aquarium in that location. Using the Prosperous Qi of the next period, which is Period 9, will not bring immediate results, but will enable you to lay the foundations for wealth in the future. Thinking beyond the #8 Star A few weeks back, I discussed the importance of appreciating how BaZi and Feng Shui are inter-related disciplines that need to be used together to help a person achieve his/her full potential in life. Some of you who have already been activating the Facing Star #8 in your property might be wondering why nothing seems to have happened. Typically, a professional Classical Feng Shui practitioner will always check a person's BaZi before making a Feng Shui prescription. Contrary to popular misconception, 'enhance the #8' is not the only trick of the trade. It is just one of the very basic techniques, in the armoury of the Feng Shui practitioner. But it is always important to establish the 'diagnosis' before we proceed with a 'prescription'. Sometimes, the #8 star does not bring results because there is something standing in the way of wealth opportunities that the #8 star does not address. A person may be going through Rob Wealth (Jie Chai) luck, and so the problem is



 not that he/she is not making money, but that a joint-venture or partnership or perhaps family members, are draining his/her financial resources. Look for the #8, but look beyond the #8 too. Forms for example, play an important part in determining if the environment is supportive of your endeavours, or just barely helping you out. So, it may be that the immediate environment around your property, is not supportive of the #8 star, or is not conducive to Qi collection so activating the #8 doesn't bring about significant results. In the ancient classics, it is said 'There are no fake forms, and no real formulas'. What is around you, and where you are located, must also be taken into consideration.



The Road to Riches By Joey Yap When it comes to using feng shui to enhance Wealth opportunities, we first need to understand the type of Qi that can promote Wealth opportunities and how to locate the "Prosperous Qi"....more When I first started this column, one of the earliest issues I addressed was the misconception most people have about Feng Shui and Wealth. If there are two things in this world that can make people try anything, it is money and love. Feng Shui, unfortunately, has been used as a means to sell people all kinds of items, in the name of helping them acquire more of one and find the other. So this week, I want to talk about what 'wealth' means in classical Feng Shui, and what is the rationale behind certain common practices that have become associated with 'wealth enhancement'. By understanding these basic fundamentals and appreciating the philosophy of Feng Shui, I hope that people will then be able to understand how to respond when they are faced with a 'Feng Shui' wealth-enhancing claim, or offered a magic 'Wealth' formula. Think Vibrant Qi, not Wealth The word 'Wealth' has sort of crept into the technical vocabulary of Feng Shui. Feng Shui practitioners use it as a short-form to explain the outcome of using certain energies or sectors in a property. Rather than getting all technical, they cut to the chase. Somewhere along the way, the concept of 'Wealth Sector' turned up. As I have said in my previous article on this subject, Feng Shui doesn't actually in any of the classics speak directly of 'Wealth' or 'Money'. So a Feng Shui magic money-making formula is something that should definitely make you ask question rather than reach for your wallet.



 What then do the classics like Di Li Bian Zheng speak off? They speak of 'Prosperous Qi' (or Wang Qi) and means of identifying where Prosperous Qi resides. They speak of techniques and methods for gathering the Qi, and avoiding or transforming negative Sha Qi. The Book of Burial (one of the oldest classics on Feng Shui), by Kuo Pu, which explores the central tenets of Feng Shui, says Qi gathers at the boundaries of water, and is dispersed by wind. It does not say, MONEY appears wherever there is an aquarium. It does not say, put 8 goldfish into the aquarium and you will inherit a thousand/million bucks. It does not say anything about ships of gold, paw-waving kitty cats above cash registers and building a fountain in your backyard. Getting the Vibrant Qi Feng Shui, like many Chinese Metaphysical sciences, is one of those practices in which complexity and simplicity are embedded within each other. You need to understand the basics to appreciate the complex formulas. But at the same time, mugging formulas and being able to recite them by heart, without understanding the fundamentals of Feng Shui, is of no benefit either. That is why formula books are not the answer to successfully applying Feng Shui, because without an understanding of the fundamentals, the formula is just a bunch of numbers. A cookie recipe doesn't make much sense to a person who doesn't know how to bake. When it comes to using Feng Shui to enhance Wealth opportunities, first, we need to understand the type of Qi that can promote Wealth opportunities. In Feng Shui, we need to locate the 'Prosperous Qi'. To the average lay person, this is usually called 'Yang Qi'. However, Feng Shui practitioners refer to it by its more technical name, 'Prosperous Qi' or 'Wang Qi'(in Chinese) because Qi can be classified into 5 types of Qi, according to its timeliness and at the professional level, it is important to know exactly what type of Qi and what stage of timeliness it is at. I must dispel the notion that 'Prosperous Qi' can be somehow 'created'. You cannot 'create' Prosperous Qi by making an area more 'Yang', say by putting red lights or bright lights in a certain area. The Qi has to have the Prosperous quality in the first place, based on the time period. Remember, in Feng Shui, it is about what is natural, and prevailing in the environment that we are interested in, not the artificial or the man-made. In any case, you cannot simply decide that you



 want your Front Door to be where the Prosperous Qi is located and try to force the situation. The location of the Prosperous Qi is not dictated by convenience, but by the Qi map, as derived from the calculations. The name of the game is to work with what you have, without having to make costly and needless aesthetic changes to your house that make it obvious you are trying to 'Feng Shui' the place! The location of the Prosperous Qi is determined through two methods: through calculations based on the direction of the property, such as Eight Mansions or Xuan Kong Flying Stars and through evaluation of natural environmental features. Usually, calculation-based methods are used for Interior Feng Shui and the environmental features observation method, known as Forms, is used for External Feng Shui. So for example, we want to locate the Prosperous Qi in a house that is facing the South 2 direction. The Prosperous Qi of the house is located where the Facing Star #8 position is, as you can see from the chart below. Each house of course will have its own Prosperous Qi location and the role of the practitioner is to locate this Prosperous Qi area.



As the location of the Prosperous Qi is different, based on the Qi map of the property, as derived by the calculations, it is a fallacy to think that there is a standard universal 'Wealth Direction' for everyone. There isn't - it depends on your house direction. Now, you might notice that not everyone living on the same row as you (with houses facing the same direction!) is equally rich and wealthy. In the Feng Shui context, the external forms still have to be taken in consideration. But there is also the Destiny context - a person who lives in a



 house with a direction personalised to his/her Destiny will definitely have an edge over a person's with a house that is less in-tune with his/her BaZi. Once the location of the Prosperous Qi has been pinpointed, the Qi must be activated. Locating an activity room (such as the television room or living room) in this sector is one way of stimulating the Prosperous Qi in a location. Placing a Main Door in the Prosperous Qi location is also a form of activating Prosperous Qi to a suitable area. Sometimes, for the purposes of activating the Qi, Feng Shui consultants recommend clients place Water in certain locations. It is purely to activate the Qi. It has absolutely nothing to do with the Water itself or fish in the water, but the Yang quality of the Water. Water, even when still, is always moving because the molecules continue to move. The fish just help to keep the Water active and also, provide some aesthetic appearance. When you have the right type of Qi at hand, then you need to collect that Qi. There's no point in having the Wealth stars in the right location on the Flying Star chart, or locating the sector of Prosperous Qi, if the Qi cannot collect. This is where the landform of the environment, and the internal forms of the property, make all the difference. An extremely important aspect of Qi collection is having a good Bright Hall or Ming Tang as it is known in Chinese. A Bright Hall is not a hallway with a lot of lights. Nor is it present because your porch happens to be well-lit or you have a 100 bulb chandelier in your house. If this is what a Bright Hall is, all the shops selling lights would be minting it! Instead, a Bright Hall is a broad spacious and open area that enables Qi to settle and collect. Ideally, a property should have three Bright Halls, in tandem with the principle of Three Divide, Three Harmony (the San Fen San He formation). Having it, making it and keeping it Making more money and having more wealth opportunities is not just a case of fixing your Feng Shui. Your personal Destiny Code comes into the equation as well. Feng Shui cannot fix or give you what you do not have (in your Destiny) in the first place. So, you may need to re-align or moderate your goals, adjust your perspective, change your attitude, and see how Feng Shui can help you, within the path that Destiny has laid out for you. Sometimes that means having realistic expectations. Sometimes, that means being prepared for hardship or be willing to take on certain challenges. Sometimes, that means adjusting the timing of your plans. I might add, being rich does not mean you have great wealth. It means you have the capacity to make money, and keep it for long enough to enjoy it. And even where people have the capacity and destiny for great wealth, that does not guarantee that they will actually become rich, or fulfil their destiny. Yes, you read it right. Some people actually do not fulfil their Destiny! A Destiny chart may show a tremendous capacity for wealth or opportunity for wealth, but it will not become a reality if the person is unwilling to do what it takes to achieve his/her Destiny. BaZi tells you that you can be rich, but it does not



 always also say, it will come easy. There are no short-cuts in life! Why does Bill Gates still go to work every day? Has being the richest man in Asia stopped Li Ka Shing from continuing to pursue business opportunities? Destiny is but one part of the equation. Being willing to take the chance, make the sacrifice, face the challenges - that is the other component. Some people have a Destiny that demands hardship, great personal sacrifice, even going through bankruptcy, divorce, bad relationships, bitter family ties, before they can emerge to see the pot of gold at the end of the proverbial rainbow. Next week, I will show you how to use Flying Stars Feng Shui to identify and tap into the Wang Qi in your property and unlock Wealth opportunities.



Selection of Land By Joey Yap "When it comes to finding a good piece of land or property in Feng Shui, the goal should be to find a place that you can renovate to improve and fine-tune. It should not be one that you have to fix to make the Feng Shui vaguely decent..." Recently, a student told me some enterprising individuals have thought of an "easy and fast way" of selecting property for investment - just follow the feng shui guys, buy where they buy! It seems having a Feng Shui practitioner as your neighbour is the best way to be sure you're buying in a good neighbourhood! Now, I can appreciate why this idea comes about - as knowledge of Feng Shui grows, people are beginning to realise that getting a head start or an edge these days, extends to living in an area with good Feng Shui. However, because many people are uncertain of how to select a suitable location or place, they logically conclude that just "buy where the Feng Shui guys buy" and it should be okay. My philosophy has always been that we should not give the fish, but we should instead show people how to fish. This way, everyone can try to find a place with good Feng Shui rather than just following the Feng Shui guys. Hence, Land Selection 101 is the subject of my article this week. Personally, I have always been an advocate of knowledge, not as an end in itself, but as a means to an end. It is always better to know 'why' rather than 'it just is'. Many of the students who come to my classes are not there because they want to practice Feng Shui. Rather, they are there because they want to be able to find and select a good piece of property or land, either for investment or just to give themselves that Feng Shui edge in their home or workplace. However, I do appreciate that many people also, due to time constraints or personal commitments, cannot always take a class. So I hope you will find this week's article beneficial to helping you gain some general insight and basic understanding about Land Selection using Feng Shui and how to approach finding and selecting property in an informed manner.



 In professional Feng Shui practice, Land Selection is a highly specialised field of Feng Shui practice, requiring a strong foundation in Luan Tou or Landform Feng Shui and a good grasp of the key classics on Landform such as Ru Di Yan or Entering Earth Eye classics. And of course, a really good piece of property should ideally be a piece of land that is in tune with the individual's personal needs and requirements (based on his/her BaZi) and the property is built to specifications and conforming with Feng Shui principles. But that is the gold standard when it comes to Land Selection and is of course, not practical and feasible for every one out there. So from a practical standpoint, how does the average person go about finding a place to stay with what I call, good Feng Shui Quotient (FSQ)? Eyes Wide Open Please Feng Shui is considered part of the field of physiognomy or the study of land through observation, in the Chinese Five Arts. Hence, when it comes to selecting land or a good piece of property, you need to have your eyes wide open and observe what is in the environment, so that you can understand what is the quality and nature of the area you are considering. For example, if a location is extremely windy, this indicates the Qi is easily dispersed and so it is not a very good location. If the land is particularly rocky, this is an indication of a poor quality Dragon Vein and unstable Qi. If the land has muddy, sticky soil, this indicates it is waterlogged and Qi is trapped. When it comes to a more substantive evaluation, we are concerned with Mountain and Water. At the absolute basic level of selecting land or property, you need to look for these two features. If you find the area that you are considering has no mountains and no water, it might be a good idea to look elsewhere! I might add that there is a principle known as Flat Land Dragon (Ping Yang Long) that also applies to very flat areas, but you need to have highly specialised knowledge of Luan Tou Feng Shui to be able to identify the Mountains and Water in such areas. So for practicality sake, if there are no Dragons and no Water in the area, you need to look at other options.



 But of course, merely having the presence of Mountain and Water is an extremely elementary level of Feng Shui. In Feng Shui, we are always interested in the quality of the area (not just the mere presence of Mountains and Water) and also, to qualify the Mountains and Water in the area. Are the Dragon Veins (or in layman's terms, mountain ranges) coming from the right direction for this particular period of time? Remember, Feng Shui has a dynamic quality and that Qi changes and shifts over time. For the next twenty years, ideally, you want to have Dragon Veins to be incoming from the Northwest, Northeast, West or South. However, if it is people luck that you need, then specifically look for an incoming extension of the mountains from the Northeast. You also need to look at the type of star that the Mountain is originating from because this will tell you what the potential the area affords and you will be able to determine if this is in line with what you want to achieve. 'Star' here refers to the "form" of the mountain. For example, if reputation, status and recognition are what you want, then you need to find an area with a good Wood star like the Tang Lang or Greedy Wolf Star. If it is Business and Wealth Luck that you're interested in, then the Dragon in the area should be powered by a good quality Ju Men or Huge Door star. The correct mountains must arrive from the correct directions, and be located in the right sector, when measured from the property in question. Only then is the property considered truly good. After observing the Mountains, it is essential to then see if the location of Water in the environment conforms with the formulas and principles. The junctions of the rivers and streams, and the convergence of water, known as the Qi Mouth, needs to be at the right sectors. In Period 8, ideally, the Qi Mouth should be in the Southwest. Of course, if you could strive for a specific degree on the compass measurement, it would be desirable to have the Qi Mouth at certain Xuan Kong Da Gua directions. But water in the South East, East and North is also considered good for Period 8



 Finally, once you have made sure that the environment is right, the property itself must be designed to be a Qi conduit and receive Qi from the environment, as well as circulating it throughout the structure. But if you are already located in an area with good Qi, supported by the right incoming Dragons, and Water in the right locations, you already have a head start! Chasing the Dragon and your Dream House Some developers do make it easier for property buyers because they have done their Feng Shui homework, and taken the requisite steps to select suitable areas for their developments. This is usually a good choice because then, a house owner simply needs to make minor modifications or adjustments, usually without too much renovation, to personalise the Feng Shui to their own needs. Remember, when it comes to finding a good piece of land or property in Feng Shui, the goal should be to find a place that you can renovate to improve and fine tune the Feng Shui, not a place that you have to fix to make the Feng Shui vaguely decent in the first place, before then renovating to make the Feng Shui better. How do you know if a developer has done the Feng Shui homework? Well, one easy way to find out is to see if they have developed the property or area in conformity with some of the criteria and principles I have discussed above. I must of course add that these are not the ONLY formulas that would be used by a Feng Shui professional - there are a lot of other formulas and techniques that a professional Feng Shui consultant may make use of, because often, the Feng Shui consultant will have to see what type of land they are asked to work on. So use the above criteria as a general guide, but more importantly, as a means to ask the right questions, should the developer affirm that their survey and development of the property is along Feng Shui principles. Now, it may seem like a lot of hard work but to be honest, finding good land or a good piece of property is not a matter of opening the classifieds and picking the cheapest spot available. But equally, finding a good piece of land does not always entail paying through your nose. Like any good bargain, you need to invest time and effort into finding the right place. I do think it is worth the effort and the legwork although I suppose in this day and age of instant everything, people are sometimes reluctant to do the homework and legwork just to find the right house. But if you are going to invest in a dream house, surely you should make sure it is also a house that supports your dreams and goals too.



Improving relationships By Joey Yap It is important to remember that Classical Feng Shui is not just about improving one's love life, nor is it 'love voodoo' that can be used to make someone fall in love with another person. Last week, I talked about how Feng Shui can be used to help improve relationships and also about the meaning of 'relationship' in classical Feng Shui.



 Feng Shui certainly can bring about positive effects for individuals facing problems with relationships. But it is important to remember that classical Feng Shui is not just about improving one's love life, nor is it 'love voodoo' that can be used to make someone fall in love with another person. It is about improving your interactions with people in general, so as to help overcome problems such as back-stabbing, lack of support at work, hostility in a business or personal relationship, enabling an amicable ending to a personal or business relationship and also, to smoothen out dealings with people around you. So, let's look at some simple methods to help improve your personal relationships with those around you, through Feng Shui. I will also talk about how your BaZi can help shed light on relationship-related issues. Tapping into Yan Nian One of the easiest techniques that almost anyone can use to help improve their personal relationship is tapping into the Yan Nian direction. If you will remember from last week's article, Yan Nian is the direction derived from the transformation of the BaGua and the Early Heaven Combination of Ten. Yan Nian is the direction where Yin and Yang Qi are perfectly balanced, thus, creating ideal energies for developing healthy, positive people-to-people relationships and also, to calm emotions and bring balance. We all have a personal Yan Nian direction and it is derived based on the person's Life Gua. So for example, if you are Li Gua, then your Yan Nian direction is North. If you are Gen Gua, then your Yan Nian direction is West. The table below shows what is the Yan Nian direction for all of the eight Guas.



 Once you have determined your personal Yan Nian direction, tap into the Qi in this direction. If you are facing relationship problems at work with colleagues or superiors, try locating your work desk to face this direction. If it is more family or personal relationships that you are having trouble with, then try to adjust the direction of your bed so that your head sleeps pointing in the direction of Yan Nian. If you find that you cannot align your bed in the direction of Yan Nian or you cannot change the position of your desk, then see if you can make use of the Yan Nian sector of your house. To find the Yan Nian sector of your house, you will need to first know the Facing Direction of the house. Once you have ascertained the Facing Direction of your house, check against the tables below, to find the Qi map that corresponds to your house. The Yan Nian sector is marked in red.



To help improve and enhance your personal relationships, use this room for reading, working, as a bedroom or just try to spend more time in this sector. Remember, in Feng Shui, we do not always need to 'put' objects nor do we always have to think about 'activating' the Qi. Being in the room and spending time in the room, where there is positive Qi or the kind of Qi we want to make use of is also a means in which to make use of Feng Shui. For those of you with some familiarity of Flying Stars, the Annual Star #4 can also be used to help foster and improve relationships. For the year 2006, the #4 star is in the NW sector. In 2007, it flies into the W sector and in 2008, it can be found in the NE sector. Now, you might be wondering at this point, how does facing a certain direction or sleeping with your head towards a certain direction help with relationships? Direction is one of the primary methods used in Feng Shui to tune into a



 particular type of Qi, whether it is the person that is trying to tune into that type of energy, of the property. This is because different types of Qi reside at different locations so by being at the location or facing that direction, we are trying to tap that particular type of energy. That is why you find that in Feng Shui, the orientation of the property is of paramount importance. Similarly, when an individual is trying to make use of certain energies, they do so by either being in a particular location in the house, or by sleeping in or facing that direction. You might also be wondering why Feng Shui practitioners frequently make reference to sleeping in a particular location (for example, a South room) or sleeping with your head facing a particular direction. It's quite simple - most people spend between 8-12 hours sleeping and resting. So it makes sense to make use of that time to tap into useful and helpful energies. Otherwise, those 812 hours are literally just spent sleeping! The Peach Blossom Factor Now, whenever the subject of relationships is discussed, 'Peach Blossom' always crops up. Almost everyone out there knows about or has heard about 'Peach Blossom' (Tao Hua). It has to its great misfortune, acquired a rather needlessly scandalous reputation. If some of the things written about Peach Blossom are to be believed, it is the reason for husbands straying, and also the sole saviour of single women out there! So let's understand what exactly Peach Blossom is and how it relates to relationships. The term 'peach blossom' comes from Chinese imagery and poetry, which associates the 'peach blossom' flower with love and romance. So when the Chinese people say, a person is going through 'Peach Blossom Luck', it is a short form way of saying, they are having a lot of luck with the opposite sex. In both Feng Shui and BaZi, 'Peach Blossom' is a type of star. Sometimes, if for some reason, the Yan Nian sector, or the #4 star is not usable in a house, then the Feng Shui consultant may suggest the use of Water to activate the Peach Blossom star direction for that property. The mis-interpretation of this technique is probably what led to the misguided 'vase with flowers' technique for enhancing one's love life luck. It is not the vase, or the flowers, but the Water and Wood element that is doing the work. This technique is not always recommended because using the Peach Blossom star direction of the house triggers Peach Blossom for every resident in the house, and not just the person who needed the help. Also, if too much Water is used, Peach Blossom Sha may become the problem, and Peach Blossom creates hassles rather than brings about positive effects. The Code of Attraction In the study of BaZi, there is also a Peach Blossom star. How does this star manifest? Well, I'm sure you know of some people who naturally enjoy good personal relationships with people. Someone who is very 'smooth', has that magic touch when it comes to dealing with people. These are people who no one



 says a bad word about and who could probably charm the birds from the trees! They have a way of calming angry people, soothing the upset and irate and can make people feel at ease with them. And generally, these people also enjoy particularly good relationships with the opposite sex. They are not always handsome or good-looking mind you but somehow, they have a certain attraction factor, a certain magnetism. These are people who usually have Peach Blossom stars in their personal BaZi chart. Politicians, rock stars, actors and individuals in the public eye will usually need to have a little Peach Blossom in their BaZi to help them with their endeavours. What are the Peach Blossom stars? Look at the table below:



A person with Peach Blossom in their personal BaZi chart tends to easily attract attention from the opposite sex and have a way with people, including the opposite sex. Now, romance of course, probably comes a bit easier to these people because people naturally are attracted to them. But, that does not mean that they always attract the people that they actually like or also attracted to! Sometimes, the feeling is not mutual! Also, too much Peach Blossom in a BaZi chart is also unfavourable - it leads to Peach Blossom hassles. If you have a Peach Blossom star in your BaZi, then you probably don't need to use Feng Shui to enhance your appeal. However, if you don't have a Peach Blossom star in your BaZi and you are having relationship problems, whether at work or in your personal life, then it might be an idea to look to tap into Yan Nian, to help smoothen and build the relationships. These are of course quite simple and elementary techniques you can make use



 of to improve relationships but also, understand where your relationship issues may be. But at the end of the day, too much or too little attraction should never be the issue. Being attractive is just one part of the equation when it comes to relationships. Building and managing your relationship is just as important. And that isn't about Feng Shui or BaZi, but about you.



Feng Shui potion No.9 By Joey Yap I think it’s time to get a few things straight when it comes to Cupid and your favourable Directions.. Recently, a student forwarded me a copy of an article that appeared on the Internet from AFP, detailing how people in the US are turning to Feng Shui to help improve their love lives and their ability to meet someone, despite this being the era of Internet dating and online-romance. In the article, romance apparently can be yours with this simple method: "The formula for stirring up romantic energy is simple enough. Fresh flowers are placed in water in a wide-necked vase. The colour of the flower and the vase must be the same and can be determined by checking a person’s birth date on a Feng Shui chart or by having a reading done." I was not sure to be honest, whether or not to treat this as a joke or to consign this article to the garbage bin. So I thought, let's be positive about it and write about the subject of love and Feng Shui. I think it's time to get a few things straight when it comes to Cupid and your Favourable Direction. Can Feng Shui help Relationships? The short answer to this question is yes. But of course, there is also a long answer. First, people need to understand what exactly is the 'relationship' that Feng Shui can help with. There are many Feng Shui classics out there but I have yet to come across one that asks the Feng Shui master to play Cupid or St Valentine or asks us to exchange our Luo Pan for a Cupid's bow. And when I say improving, I do not mean that you can use Feng Shui to make someone 'like' you. Feng Shui is not some kind of black magic or love voodoo. I mean, let's face it, if all it really took was a vase and flowers of the same colour, why not put Angeline Jolie's or Brad Pitt's picture inside the vase as well? If you are going to have false hope, you might as well go all the way. So, let's get it straight here: it ain't about the vase, it ain't about the flowers, and it ain't about Mandarin ducks in pairs. I hate to break people's duck about this (pardon the pun), but that is the truth. And there is no "Love Corners" in Classical Feng Shui either. There is no one direction or universal section of a person's house that can help you 'enhance' your relationship luck. And it does not matter how many peony flower paintings you put there, or how many vases of water you put there.



 This is not to say that in Feng Shui, there are no directions or sectors that can help you with relationships. In Eight Mansions Feng Shui, the energies of Yan Nian star are usually tapped to help improve relationship matters, while Flying Star practitioners will usually look to make use of the 4-1 or 1-4 star combinations. But these are not in any way 'love combinations, nor is the Yan Nian star some hippy Love Corner direction. If you have read in a book that says Yan Nian is the Love Corner or South is the Love Corner, it's simply because it's more marketable to label something as the 'love corner' than to tell people that it's about improving their people-to-people interaction skills! Tapping into the Right Energies So, let's get down to what Feng Shui can do for you, when it comes to the subject of relationships. First, let's understand what relationship means in classical Feng Shui. Relationships do not necessarily refer to connections of the amorous or romantic kind. Rather, when we talk about improving and helping relationships in Feng Shui, we are talking about general people-to-people relationships. So what are these people-to-people relationships? They include family relationships, personal relationships with friends, superiors, colleagues, business partners, business associates or suppliers, for example. Now, it does not exclude romantic relationships but it is not exclusively referring to romantic relationships either. So how does Feng Shui help with relationships of the romantic and non-romantic kind? And what kind of help are we talking about? Improving relationships through classical Feng Shui is about making use of the energies (Qi) in certain locations of the home or office to assist with relationships by helping to smooth the path of meeting people, or interacting with people. It creates opportunities for interaction, networking and good relations with those around you. If for example, you find you are always being back-stabbed at work, or perhaps you are lacking support from superiors or colleagues at work, or constantly being picked on by a superior at work, you have a relationship problem. However, many people often do not know that Feng Shui can also be used to keep relationships that have gone sour sweet, post the break-up. Breaking up a partnership or a joint venture or even breaking off a relationship for example, can be made easier, smoother and less contentious, by using the Yan Nian sectors. After all, in the business world (and even in your personal life), they say it pays



 not to burn your bridges! Through correct and appropriate use of the Yan Nian sector, ending of the relationship or the corporate divorce can be an amicable, amiable and pleasant affair, rather than a contentious name-calling exercise. Yan Nian, while not a Love Corner, is perhaps something of a 'Don't Hate Me' corner. Now, you might be thinking: what's so special about Yan Nian and how does Yan Nian work to help relationships? To understand this, we must understand how Yan Nian sector is derived. Yan Nian is not a universal direction. It varies and is derived from either the individual's Personal Gua (if used for personal directions) or the House Gua (if used to identify the appropriate sector in the house). The Yan Nian sector is the sector where all the energies are completely balanced - there is where both Yin and Yang Qi is in harmony. Hence, the Qi is sentimental and calming, bringing balance to the emotions and enables the development of positive and healthy relationships. Next week, I will share with you some practical tips on how you can use Feng Shui to improve your personal relationships (the romantic and non-romantic ones)!



Breaking the Dan Brown code By Joey Yap Joey Yap examines the BaZi chart of Dan Brown whose book – The Da Vinci Code – saw a total of 60 million copies in 44 languages sold plus a 227 million dollar box-office movie and pins down perfect timing as the reason for the author’s good fortune… As many of you would have no doubt figured out, the person whose BaZi I will be decoding this week is the famous author of the Da Vinci Code, Mr Dan Brown. Mr Brown's Destiny Code looks like this:



 Naturally, we are keen to understand where Mr Brown's talent comes from and you will find that his BaZi not only explains why such phenomenal and tremendous success has come to him in such a short time, but also why he has a keen interest in anagrams and codes and mysterious organisations like Opus Dei. It also tells us a little bit about why his previous attempts at songwriting and previous novels did not get anywhere until the Da Vinci Code. Just a brief note for those readers who perhaps have little familiarity with BaZi or do not know the terminology. Some of the terms are names that are directly translated from their Chinese names and so to the untrained ear, will sound a little odd and perhaps create incorrect assumptions about what the term means, such as Seven Killings (sounds violent but take it with a bag of salt) and Eating God (no religious connotations implied or otherwise). If you are not familiar with BaZi, it is best to just assume these are special terms and attach no impression or meaning to them. Of course, I will explain what the terms mean, so that you can appreciate how BaZi professionals decode a Destiny Code. The Code of a Writer



 In the study of BaZi, all charts have a structure, just like in Feng Shui, a house's Qi map will also have a structure. Of course, there are common typical structures and there are unique structures. Mr Brown's chart is a structure known as “Shi Shen Pei Yin Ge” or Output matches Resource Structure. In this chart, the Eating God star, represented by the Wood element is extremely strong, having roots in the Chen (Dragon) and Yin (Tiger) branches of the BaZi. Jia Wood is also considered ideal for authors, especially when it is also the Eating God star. What is the Eating God star? At a superficial level of BaZi, Eating God represents amongst other things, a person's output or what they create. Individuals with Eating God also tend to be people who are behind the scenes or work unseen, such as an author. Now to be a successful author, you cannot just be able to write (otherwise, everyone out there who wrote would be a successful novelist). You have to have unique ideas, a special insight into the world, or great imagination and inspiration. In the study of BaZi, the Resource star relates to knowledge, inspiration, ideas and the star known as Indirect Resource (Pian Yin), relates to unconventional ideas, unique perspectives and unorthodox thinking. All the qualities needed for someone planning to write a novel full of codes, brain cracking puzzles, tricky anagrams and the mystery of the century! Now, in truly unique and special BaZis, the elements all work together and play off each other. In Mr Brown's Destiny Code, there is a perfect use of the Eating God star (represented by Jia or Yang Wood) because it is made useful by the Indirect Resource star (represented by Geng or Yang Metal). So his writing is supported by good ideas. His Indirect Resource star in turn is of a good quality because of the Ding Fire or Yin Fire found in the Horse (Wu), located in the Month Branch of his BaZi. This Ding Fire or Yin Fire forges and makes useful the Geng or Yang Metal. Ding Fire or Yin Fire is the Direct Wealth star for Mr Brown's chart. Direct Wealth, amongst other things, represents putting one's nose to the grindstone, working hard and also is the Wife star for a man. Of course, there are many authors out there - not all of them are worth an estimated 250 million. So does Mr Brown's chart reveal his wealth potential? Yes. In the BaZi classic Di Tian Sui, a verse states: "How do you know if a person is rich, because he's born in the Door of Wealth". Mr Brown's Wealth is represented by the element of Fire in his chart. The Month Branch of Mr Brown's BaZi, the Wu (Horse) is a strong Wealth star. Inside the Yin (Tiger) is also a Wealth star, an Indirect Wealth star, that is in Growth stage. Mr Brown's Indirect Wealth star is Bing Fire or the fire of the sunlight, indicating his Wealth potential from book royalties, like the fire of the sun, is infinite! So, it can be said that in this BaZi, the individual has the potential and capacity to become a successful and wealthy author, and the wife star is useful, helpful and of great significance. Unlocking the Code Mr Brown met his wife in 1993 and got married to her in 1997. In a newspaper



 article by the Observer, he is quoted as saying she is his 'inspiration' and she has a big mention in his books and Cds (yes, before he wrote books, he wrote music, which is also an Eating God star activity). When he decided to become an author, his wife helped him get his first book deal, organised book signing of his first book, did his PR, got him onto talk shows and helped him do a great deal of research into the historical and art reference for the Da Vinci Code. He also has stated in numerous interviews that his routine consists of getting up at 4am and banging out the words in his loft. Talk about putting your nose to the grindstone. His book is a best-seller although some reviewers complained about his awkward writing. The Guardian reviewer suggested his writing made 'a crisp packet read like a sonnet'. Again the explanation is in the BaZi. Mr Brown's Eating God star is represented by the element of Jia Wood. Jia Wood, in BaZi, is represented by tall trees. Trees grow only one way and are straightforward and to the point. Hence, Mr Brown's fuss-free get to the point writing. It doesn't have to be beautiful to the ears, as long as you get the point! Perfect Timing How did the Da Vinci Code defy the critics to become a 60 million copies in 44 languages publishers’ dream, with 227 million dollar movie to match, to which Mr Brown received 6 million dollars for the rights alone? And why did Mr Brown's two previous books not achieve the same success given that it is clear he has, in his Destiny Code, the potential to be a successful author? For that, we must look at the dynamic element of his BaZi, the luck pillars. The Luck Pillars represent the dynamic aspect of a person's BaZi. They unlock the potential of the BaZi during certain periods, when the elements interact in a manner to create certain outcomes, but can also create obstacles. Mr Brown's Day Master is weak and his chart is hot, so the Useful God and Favourable element for his chart is Water, specifically Gui Water or Yin Water. Mr Brown's previous Luck Pillar, during the years of 1988-1997, creates an unfavourable combination in his chart, between the You (Rooster) in his chart and the Chen (Dragon). This combination removes the Chen (Dragon), thus removing the roots of the Jia Wood. During this period of time, his Direct Resource is combined away, so there is no one to help him out in his endeavours. It also compromises the quality of his Eating God star, taking away opportunities for him. All this changes in 1998, when Mr Brown enters the Xu (Dog) pillar of his Luck Pillars. It was in this year, his first mystery book, Digital Fortress was released but even then, it didn't sell too well at the time. A humour book and Angels and Demons followed. Neither sold more than 10,000 copies at the time, according to Wikipedia. Then came the Da Vinci Code in 2003 and within weeks it was on the New York Times Best-seller list. What happened? The Xu (Dog) luck pillar represents a good pillar for Mr Brown because the Dog and Dragon clash, releasing Gui or Yin Water. This is an extremely favourable element to Mr Brown's chart because he is a weak Ren Water and needs the Rob Wealth star to strengthen him. But even within a favourable Luck Pillar, good luck



 does not come overnight, like instant noodles. In 2003, Gui Water appears in the Stem of the year, so Mr Brown's most needed and most useful element appears that year. It not only strengthens the Day Master, but nourishes the Jia Wood or Eating God star. Suddenly, the Qi in the chart is flowing. Furthermore, the Dog luck pillar creates a powerful 3 Harmony combination of Yin Wu Xu, which produces Fire, his Wealth element. Wealth is extremely powerful but now the self is strong, so he can 'take' the wealth. Will the Luck Hold? Mr Brown's forthcoming book, reputedly named the Solomon Key, is expected to come out in 2007. Will he enjoy the same level of success? In 2008, he will change luck pillars and enter Hai (Pig) Luck. This period will signal intensifying competition and his rivals will prove to be formidable. For his next book to top his current achievement, he will need to make sure the book comes out in early 2007. Furthermore the Hai (Pig) combines with the Yin (Tiger) and the Wu (Horse), weakening his Wealth Luck. Thus, whilst the Hai (Pig) remains a favourable pillar generally, as it contains Water, during that luck pillar, he will not make as much money probably. But then with 250 million in the bank, arguably that is the least of his concerns!



Decoding the destiny chart By Joey Yap The Chinese have always been fascinated by the metaphysical subject of destiny. The Chinese have always been fascinated by the metaphysical subject of Destiny. It is this profound curiosity about man's path in life, the journey of a person, and the question of who we are, why are we here, and what are we supposed to do during our time on this planet, during our brief existence, that led the Chinese to study and seek methods for analyzing a person's Destiny. These later evolved to become two systems of Chinese Astrology, known as BaZi (Eight Characters, also known as Four Pillars) and Zi Wei Dou Shu (Purple Star Astrology) What fascinated the Chinese centuries ago remains one of the endearing and continuing quests of mankind, even to this date: to understand ourselves better, to better ourselves, and to appreciate what makes each unique and individual person, tick. And along the way, maybe figure out why is it that we've been put on this planet! Go to a bookstore and you will see a proliferation of books (and these days, tests), all attempting to explain to us, through scientific, psychological, biological, genetic or in some cases, just downright humorous ways, the question of WHO we are. And weighing down the shelves at another section called 'Self Help', volumes and tomes attempting to tell people how to improve themselves, beyond what and who they are. These questions and many more, in fact, can be found through understanding a



 person's Destiny Code, or his BaZi. So what is BaZi?



BaZi is a system of Destiny Analysis, using a person's birth data, namely, his date and time of birth. By calculating and determining the elements prevailing at the time of a person's birth, an Eight Character BaZi chart is then derived. This BaZi chart is a sort of Cosmic DNA if you like. A BaZi chart is each and every person's individual and personal Destiny Code. Within those Eight Characters, contains a comprehensive, arguably complete, collection of information about an individual and his life potential and capacity. It may sound quite incredible but this is the genius of the Chinese Astrology system. A person's entire life - pitfalls, trials, tribulations, wealth, status, personality, characteristics, talents, abilities - are all encoded within these eight characters. The BaZi consultant, who understands what the various codes within the BaZi chart mean, is then able to ascertain what kind of potential or capacity a person has in their life and also, ascertain the person's luck cycle, meaning, which years he is likely to experience good luck, and which years luck is likely to be less than favourable. In short, by decoding a person's Destiny Code, a BaZi consultant is able to reveal what is in store for that person in their life, just as medical scientists can ascertain a person's eye colour, if their will be brown and medical illnesses, by analyzing their DNA. BaZi and Feng Shui: Diagnosis and Prescription At a professional practice level, BaZi and Feng Shui are essential complimentary disciplines. Just like all doctors have to understand the biology of the body and the chemistry of drugs, all professional Classical Feng Shui consultants will have BaZi or Purple Star Astrology, another Destiny Analysis system, as a complimentary or back-up skill, to be used in tandem with Feng Shui. Some consultants will also use Face Reading or Mian Xiang as a third complimentary discipline and back-up system.



 Many people do not realise that it is extremely important that before a person's house or office is Feng Shui-ed, his BaZi must be taken into consideration. Why is that? Well, before a doctor can write a prescription, he first needs to know what is wrong with the patient right? Before a Feng Shui practitioner deploys his Feng Shui skills, he must first know, what is the problem that he is trying to fix. Of course, most of you will remember that a few weeks ago, I wrote about how Feng Shui is a goal-orientated science. The client of course, must know what he wish to achieve in using Feng Shui. Sometimes, clients will tell me that they have a certain problem (for example, business relationships are problematic, or they are finding it tough going making headway at work, or the most common problem - not making enough money!). But most of the time, clients are not certain as to what their problem is, or only have a vague idea of what the problem is. Hence, the Feng Shui consultant must check their Destiny Code, before proceeding with the Feng Shui. Sometimes, the clients know what they want (like that Abba song, Money Money Money) but even in these instances, the Feng Shui consultant must still check the BaZi. Why? This is because Feng Shui is not some kind of cosmic steroids. If you want to turn into Arnold overnight, steroids might help you. But even then, you have to have the body and physical make up that enables you to get those kinds of muscles. Similarly, if you want to turn into Warren Buffett overnight, Feng Shui can only help you, if you have the Destiny to be a multi-billionaire in the first place. In other words, you must first have, before you can be! In my Feng Shui classes, I always tell students: to perm hair, you must first have hair. This is in reference to tapping of Qi in the environment. If the environment has no Qi or no good Qi in the first place, no matter how you try to tap into it, no matter what formulas you use, you won't get superior results. The 'to perm hair, first you must have hair' principle also applies to using Feng Shui to enhance Wealth or any other enhancement sought through Feng Shui. If in your BaZi, you are not destined to be a multi-millionaire, or your BaZi does not reveal that potential during certain periods of time, then no amount of Feng Shui enhancement, no super-powerful formula, can make you one. You must first have, before you can be. What's the point in knowing if it's all bad news? Some people are against the idea of knowing their destiny and take the view that life should be experienced as is. More often than not, people are against knowing their destiny because they believe that it will be self-fulfilling prophecy and limit them. I have also met people who take the view that they would simply rather not know anything about the future, because they are fearful of knowing what it holds. It is not all bad news. In life, there is only one certainty, and that is death. So too in BaZi and Feng Shui, there is no such thing as totally bad or totally good. There is no end destination, there are only journeys. Some days the sea is calm, some



 days it is rough - so in knowing how the winds blow, you can steer your boat the right way. Similarly, I disagree with the argument that BaZi creates self-fulfilling prophesies, limits people or somehow encourages people to kill their dreams. In the old days, BaZi was used mainly to determine a person's fate. In other words, the focus was on the hand you would be dealt and just knowing what kind of 'life' you would have. Of course, as a society and civilization, we have come a long way from that mentality and also, BaZi consultants approach this discipline in a very different way. Today, BaZi is not about knowing the hand that you are dealt, although that is part of the goal, but in then playing that hand, as best you can, to the best of the abilities you have. It is about understanding what you can and cannot do, at certain points in time, and taking the right action to improve your life. It is about understanding yourself, and those around you, and then bettering your personal relationships, your opportunities and your life. BaZi tells you about what your potential in life is so that you can chose to do the right thing and not be disappointed and waste time doing something you have little chance of succeeding in. It tells you when disappointment strikes, when you should throw in the towel WISELY, and when you should continue to fight the good fight. It does not destroy a person's dream - it tells them, which dreams to chase because that is the one that can become a reality. Next week, I will decode the BaZi of a very interesting individual, and explore why this person achieved such explosive and tremendous success in a short span of time. Hint: paragraph 6 holds the key to the CODE!



Slaying the Sha Qi demons By Joey Yap Some people even go to the extent of being fearful about sharp objects of any kind within their home and outside their home. Last week I talked about how, due to misinformation and misunderstandings, people have become fearful of the Sha Qi bogey man. Some people even go to the extent of being fearful about sharp objects of any kind within their home and outside of their home. Shelves are banded, cactus is forbidden and objects with pointy ends are consigned to the drawer. As I've said in the past, this is simply not a practical way to live your life and certainly, not what feng shui is all about. So this week, I am going to talk about five types of Sha Qi that you should be concerned about and explain to you why you should be concerned about these types of Sha Qi. At the same time, I want you to also remember one very important pointer when it comes to feng shui and that is the question of bias and prejudice. In feng shui,



 nothing is permanent good, or permanently bad. Similarly, something that is negative in one instance may not be negative in another. Even features in the environment that is most definitively Sha Qi does not necessarily exert a negative influence on the properties around them. It all depends on the circumstances and situation. When it comes to dealing with Sha Qi, always be practical. Ask yourself these questions. Is the object in question really Sha Qi? Is it of a size and proportion to affect my property? Is it far or near? Does it affect me or any of the residents in my home? How does it affect me or any of the residents in my home? Sun Tzu once said, know your enemy and know yourself and you will always be victorious. Understand what Sha Qi is and how it works and you will be able to deal with it accordingly. So, let's look at a few common "Sha Qi" bad guys in the feng shui world. Everybody knows T-junction The T-junction is often regarded as an unfavorable feng shui feature because it is "sharp". Many people usually avoid living near T-junction because they have hears that it is bad. This is again, a misunderstanding of the fundamentals of feng shui. In feng shui, we like Qi to meander. It should be peaceful and benevolent. Accordingly, gentle curves, which make Qi moves gently along, are preferred over straight a line, which fixes Qi, making it aggressive and volatile. Aggressive and volatile Qi is no longer Sheng Qi or positive Qi, but becomes Sha Qi or negative Qi. And remember at the core and root of feng shui is the goal of harnessing Sheng Qi and minimizing Sha Qi. The reason a T-junction is considered an unfavorable feature to have near a house is to do with the way Qi should and should not move or flow, in feng shui. T-junctions are considered an unfavorable feng shui feature because it focuses the Qi, makes it aggressive and fast-moving and causes it to crash into the property in a volatile manner. But by itself, the T-junction is not bad per so. A T-junctions negative in certain instances only - for example, if it is a busy junction, with lots of traffic, it is definitely a bigger problem than it is a quiet T-junction in a residential area with low and minimal traffic, meaning a relatively low number of cars use the junction. Similarly, a T-junction is a greater cause for concern if it is focused at the sector where the main door is located or crashes right into the main door, more so than if it is hitting another sector of their property. In fact, there could even be some instances when a T-junction is a positive and



 not negative feature. If the T-junction is located in a prosperous Qi direction, and the Qi is flowing in the right direction, according to certain formulas and calculations, it may even be ushering in positive Qi for the property and the occupants. The sharp-roofed neighbor The corners of roofs can sometime be result in Qi being focused and angled at your property. Hence, a neighbor's sharp roof corner pointing at your house is certainly something you want to look for. However, let's be practical - the only way you can entirely remove this possibility is if you are the only house on the street and that's practically not possible unless you live in a cowboy town. So in what instances should your neighbor's sharp roof corner be a case for a real concern? In the sharp roof is not visible from the main door, then you are quite safe. If the sharp roof is on the second floor, and your door is on the ground f floor, then the sharp roof does not affect your property. If the sharp roof is located on a neighbor across the street, and it is a fairly wade street, then you don't really have a problem again. In all these instances, the problem appears to be present, but open closet examination, is not at a proximity that is close enough to affect you. So, something that seems scary, when qualified, turns out to be not so scary after all. Sharp is not always had, especially if it's not pointing at you in the first place! Don't be a lamp post A lamp post directly in front of the main door is definitely a problem in feng shui, we call it Piercing Heart Sha. Now, do not get needlessly upset and decide you need to fell the lamp post outside your house otherwise bad luck is certain. It is only a case of Piercing Heart Sha if the lamp post (or pole of any kind) is right in front of your door. How do you determine if it is right outside your door? From your main door, extend two imaginary lines out towards the road, as in the diagram. If the lamp post of the pole falls within the boundary of these two lines, then you might have a problem. You then need to see how close this lamp post is to your main door.



 If it is across the street, it's not that bad. But if it is, say, within 1 to 2 meters of your main door, then you have a problem. If it is not outside the boundary, then you don't have a problem of Piercing Heart Sha. The main door is one of the three important factors that a feng shui consultant will always examine. So, when it comes to Sha Qi, it's important to always check to see if the main door is affected. Pesky pylons Many people, even those who are not into feng shui, will refuse to buy a house near pylon. Now, the common fallacy is that pylons are a sharp object and thus are a bad feng shui. Like I have said in the past, sharp is not the sale criteria to determine good or bad. Generally, pylons are not a favorable feature to have near your home but cannot say as a blanket rule that a pylon is always bad. So in what instances is at a problem to have a pylon near your house? Firstly, if it is very near your property, then a pylon is a problem. By neat, I mean it is within immediate proximity (around 500 meters) of your house. Secondly, look at which sector it is located in. if it is in the East Sector for example, then at is affecting Zhen Gua. The Zhen Gua trigram among other things relates to the eldest son. So if your family consists entirely of girls, then this pylon is not a major case for concern.



 See how sneeringly scary Sha Qi can turn out to be not scary after all? A Sha Qi feature like a pylon is only a cause for concern if the Gua of the sector tells you that someone in that house is likely to be affected by the negative feature in that sector. If someone who lives in the house is affected, then you have a problem. If the Sha Qi affects a non-existent resident (like an eldest son in a family full of girls), then the problem is not major. Finally, pylons are regarded as Fire element, so if it is located in a sector that is suitable for a Fire element, the pylon is not dangerous or negative. In feng shui, besides the forms in the environment, and the dynamic nature of Qi, we must also consider the residents of the property, the people using the house. If there's a flu bug going around, but you have the flu shot, you probably don't need to be scared. Similarly, if a type of Sha Qi is present, but doesn't affect any of the residents, it's not a big deal. I hope that I've helped slay a few Sha Qi demons today in my article and debunked some of the fear factor behind Sha Qi. Remember, feng shui is not about paranoia. And when you cease to be afraid, then feng shui can truly be harnessed and used to bring positive benefits to your life.



Scary Sha Qi By Joey Yap I do not believe that feng shui should be about freaking people out. That's the job of horror moviews. I've gotten a lot of emails from readers of this column for more 'how to' Feng Shui. Thus, in response to these popular requests, I've decided to tackle a Feng Shui subject that everyone, at one point or another in his life, has worried about: Sha Qi. I have noticed, from the many questions I received from the public during my seminars and talks, that people have a lot of paranoia about Sha Qi. Sha Qi means 'Killing Qi' in case you don't already know. I do not believe that Feng Shui should be about freaking people out. That's the job of horror movies. No one should have to practice Feng Shui in paranoia, living in fear of doing anything lest it upset the cosmic flow of Qi, or worrying that the newest addition to his living room is going to shorten his life by 10 years simply because it looks vaguely pointy. So this week, I'm going to give you some simple pointers (no pun intended) on how to discern Sha Qi and when not to be worried about Sha Qi. Of course, an important disclaimer applies. I always tell people that when it comes to Feng Shui, there's no greater secret technique than the secret art of



 common sense. Common sense will tell you that if the Sha Qi is a significantly sized problem (like a pylon), any cures or remedies will be limited in their effect and impact. Also in Feng Shui, curing or remedying a situation is not always the best course of action. What is Sha Qi? If you're going to be scared, you better know what you should be scared of surely? Sha Qi has become a much-loved bogeyman for many New Age Feng Shui practitioners because it's so easy to invoke. If you follow New Age Feng Shui, it would seem anything with a sharp point, is evil, emanating malignant Qi and will shorten your life, deplete your bank account and or make your spouse run away, take your pick. First, let us understand Qi a little bit better before we dwell into Sha Qi. Qi is the natural living energy that is found in the universe. It is the product of mountains and water in the environment. Formations in the environment produce two kinds of Qi: Sheng Qi or Sha Qi. The aim of the practice of Feng Shui in essence is to grow the Sheng Qi or encourage positive Qi and minimise the Sha Qi or negative Qi. By minimising the Sha Qi, Feng Shui practitioners look for ways to transform the Sha Qi, through re-alignment of the Qi pathways for example, into a more sentimental form of Qi. This is because Qi, like all forms of energy, cannot be destroyed or dissolved, it can only be transformed. So, now that you understand Qi, let's move to Sha Qi. What is Sha Qi really? Sha Qi is sharp, fierce, merciless Qi produced as a result of energies being focused by sharp corners, straight lines or narrow gaps, creating energy that moves aggressively and quickly. Sha Qi can come from a variety of sources: the most obvious source of Sha Qi is sharp, pointy objects - a roof-edge, a pylon, sharp mountain peaks or straight roads are examples of objects or formations that can generate Sha Qi in an environment. Gushing strong water can also produce Sha Qi. Sha Qi can also be produced when wind is 'focused' through narrow gaps, for example, by a gap between two buildings, known as 'Sky Crack Sha' in Feng Shui or by an alleyway, in a formation known as 'Pulling Nose Qi'.



 Sha Qi Urban Legends Now, having said that, this does not mean that everything that is pointy or sharp produces Sha Qi. If you take a moment to think about it, if you had to eliminate everything that was pointy or sharp in your life, there would be a lot of inconveniences in life. You can't use a pen or pencil, eat with chopsticks and you can't have any kind of furniture in your house unless it is of a round-shape. You will have to sleep in a round bed, and you'd have to find some other way to cut your food because you can't have a blender or a shredder or a knife in your house. Plants do not produce Sha Qi. Furniture does not produce Sha Qi. I know that I have said that Qi is energy produced by the natural environment but let us be realistic: how much Sha Qi can a potted cactus produce? Even if for the sake of argument, there is Sha Qi emanating from a cactus - compare the size of the needles on the small potted cactus to the size of the average human being. Proportionality will tell you that any Sha Qi will have minimal effect at best! If you have a giant cactus growing right in front of your Main Door, to the point that it blocks out all light from your Main Door entrance, then okay, I'll concede that you may have a problem. But it is not due to the cactus - it is because the cactus is placed in a location that obstructs Qi from entering the property, and not because the Main Door is being 'skewered' by the Sha Qi of prickly cactus needles. That goes the same with having shelves in your room or the pointy corner of a desk aimed at your bed. These are really small and very minor issues. Of course, in Feng Shui, we prefer harmonious and rounded surfaces, but that applies to the large structures more than the small matters like your book shelves.



Of course, some of the examples here do not make sense and are absolutely outrageous but these are actually questions that I get in my email box or get asked at seminars. It is not that people are being silly - it is that they are



 genuinely concerned and have been given this notion by New Age Feng Shui practitioners, making them think that their new L-shaped sofa is producing Sha Qi. That is why you should not be paranoid when it comes to Sha Qi because then you will start to see Sha Qi where there is none! You can't get rid of it all! In this modern day and age, it is virtually impossible to live in a civilised society, without some form of something sharp, somewhere in the environment. You want to have Astro in your house? Then you're probably pointing something sharp at one of your neighbours in order to receive the signal. Unless you are prepared to go back to nature or live in the boonies without electricity or cable TV, some sharp objects have to be accepted as part of your environment. So what is your best defence against the Sha Qi bogeyman? Be practical, use common sense and develop a sense of proportionality. A large pointy structure like a lamp post directly outside your Main Door or a pylon outside the building you live in, is obviously exerting a more significant effect on the Qi in your environment than that souvenir miniature Eiffel Tower you bought on a trip to Paris that sits on your desk. That's being practical and using your common sense. Being proportional means looking at the distance between your location and that of the Sha Qi and determining the proportion of the problem. Let's say you know that within a 10km radius of your house, there is a pylon. But this pylon cannot actually be SEEN from your house. Then it's not that big a problem.



Accordingly, when it comes to Sha Qi in your environment, before you press the panic button, you should also consider this question: does it affect any one of the 3 important factors: the Main Door, the bedroom and the Kitchen? If the Sha Qi is near, and affects your Main Door, then you may have a serious problem,



 which may require a Feng Shui professional's assistance to evaluate and resolve. Similarly, if you have internal Sha Qi in your house, but it points at your toilet door, your problem is minor. I mean, how many of us really do 'important business' inside the toilet? Sha Qi is of course a cause for concern when it comes to the quality of the Feng Shui in your environment. But that does not mean you have to live in constant fear. Dealing with Sha Qi is truly a matter of understanding what it is, appreciating when it is a problem and when it is not a problem and most importantly, differentiating the Sha Qi you should be concerned about, and the negligible stuff. In my next article, I will show you some examples of major Sha Qi problems and explain how to deal with Sha Qi.



A Science or Belief? By Joey Yap In any science, a critical component is observation. Feng Shui is a component of Physiognomy, which is one of the Chinese Five Arts. It is known as a science of observation of the environment. A few weeks ago, in this column, I put forth the view that Classical Feng Shui is a scientific practice. Now, I have espoused that view of Feng Shui all over the world, when I teach Feng Shui, BaZi and Mian Xiang at seminars. So I was very pleasantly surprised to find out that my comments had created a buzzing debate over the question of what creature Feng Shui is - is it scientific practice? Pseudoscience? Or purely belief? Hence, I thought I would address this issue in more depth and explore the scientific side of Classical Feng Shui. You have to Believe in Feng Shui, so it’s not science. Wait a minute - you also have to believe in your doctor, before you go and see him or her. You also have to believe in your lawyer before you appoint him to defend you in a case. Does that mean that the entire body of medical science is not valid if you don’t believe your doctor’s diagnosis? Of course not. When people exhort that Feng Shui is not a science or not scientific, the problem is, people may not understand what science is to begin with. The word ‘science’ comes from the Latin word scientia, which means knowledge. According to Wikipedia, science can be defined simply as “any systematic field of study or the knowledge gained from it”. So, how does Feng Shui measure up against this definition? There is no doubt that Classical Feng Shui is a systematic field of study: by systematic I mean it has basic models, basic principles, empirical evidence and most importantly, documented observation. It is not made up. It is not this today, that tomorrow. It is not without logical explanation. How do scientists arrive at scientific conclusions? They conduct experiments, observe the outcomes, repeat those experiments if necessary to ensure a



 consistent outcome and then document their observations. Feng Shui has basic models and principles: the Five Elements, Yin and Yang, the He Tu, the Lo Shu, the principle of Cosmic Trinity are examples of principles at the core of Feng Shui and many Chinese Metaphysical practices. What about empirical evidence? This has been accumulating since the Tang Dynasty! Ancient classics contain not only descriptions of landform and the principles of Qi, but drawings of mountains and water. New books and new theories on Feng Shui, adjusted to the modern world that we live in, are constantly published and written in Hong Kong and Taiwan. The study, and the body of knowledge, is constantly growing, not unlike scientific practices like medicine and engineering. In any science, a critical component is observation. Feng Shui is a component of Physiognomy, which is one of the Chinese Five Arts. It is known as a science of observation of the environment. Many of the principles in Feng Shui are the result of observation by practitioners since the Tang Dynasty, which are then documented into classics like Qing Nang Jing (Green Satchel), Ru Di Yan (Entering Earth Eye) and Zi Bai Jue (Purple White Verse). Some of the classics that form the basis of Feng Shui study are not original classics that propound new ideas, but weed out the observations that did not pan out and the ones that did. Feng Shui until the early 1900s was exclusively for Imperial use only. So the research was often carried out from one generation to another, without breakage or pause. This enabled observation of what worked and what didn’t, over the span of several hundred years. Today, whilst not all Feng Shui masters can claim affiliation to lineages, those that do, document their cases extensively and thoroughly, so that the body of knowledge collected during their lifetime, can be passed on to the next generation of the lineage, so that they may continue to observe the outcomes, and grow the body of knowledge. Science is not just physics, chemistry and biology. That is an extremely narrow minded perception of science. Science encompasses amongst other things, social sciences like anthropology and sociology, earth sciences like geography (traditionally perceived as an ‘arts’ subject in Malaysia) and applied sciences such as engineering, computer science and psychology. You can’t touch it, you can’t see it, how do you measure it? Many people also point out that it is hard to accept Feng Shui as a science because it is not possible to measure Qi. Again, that is a flawed perception. Before Michael Faraday (1831-79), electricity and magnetic forces couldn’t be measured. Does that mean that until Faraday’s time, electricity and magnetic forces did not exist? Electron microscopes helped pioneer the field of virology or the study of viruses. But does that mean before that, viruses did not exist? Quasars and blackholes cannot yet be actually measured but no one disbelieves Steven Hawking when he talks about the wormholes in the universe, even if no



 one has actually seen one to know how it works, except on Star Trek. Can you measure blood pressure with a stethoscope? Of course not. We tend to assume that all things in our world and universe are measurable by rulers, test tubes and electronic devices that we read about or have heard about. But if that were the case, then there would be no need to design special tools for measurement or observation in new fields like space exploration or quantum mechanics. Until the Hubble telescope, man studied the stars and the universe through observation only. We had to build the Hubble. Just like to explore space, we had to build the rocket. So, when we talk about measuring Qi, we must ask: what is the device for this particular type of practice? Are we not able to measure it because we are not using the right device? The Chinese already had devices to measure Qi. The Solar and Lunar calendar, the Luo Pan and observation skills - using one’s eyes to study the environment. Of course, nowadays, some of us use Google Earth. And you can buy an electronic Luo Pan. And plotting Flying Star or Da Gua calculations (a method for quantifying and identifying types of Qi) can be done electronically with a computer these days, or even a Palm program. So who says that Qi is not measurable? It is simply that Qi is not measurable through the devices or means in which people assume are used to measure everything in this universe, from gases to insects. You don’t use a stethoscope to measure blood pressure after all, right? Art in every science The other debate over Feng Shui is whether it is an art or a science. Let me throw out a potentially bold suggestion: In every science, there is art. I think if you ask a doctor or a dentist, they will most certainly tell you that there is an art, to the science that they practice. This art is judgment. It is subtle elements that come with experience and application of knowledge in different cases. Even in the purest science, the Queen of Science, Mathematics, there is beauty and aesthetics! Science only affords us the pure application. Art is what enables a person trained in a scientific practice to make a decision as to which technique to apply, and in what instances a technique can or cannot be used. This is true in Classical Feng Shui as well. There are universal principles in Feng Shui, and formulas. This is the science. But choosing the right instance to apply the interpretation, or qualifying the instances when a formula can be used, this is the art behind the science. Similarly, environmental formations, mountains and water, are unique in each environment. So while they will conform to certain basic rules (for example, mountains always stop at water) and fall within a clutch of more sophisticated rules, how the Qi is best tapped and utilised, based on the structure (house, office building, resort) is the art. It makes sense if you consider this all within the Yin and Yang context that is a bedrock principle of Feng Shui and all Chinese Metaphysics. Yin and Yang



 symbolises balance, perfection. Within science, that which is grounded in strict principle, there is room for interpretation, or artistic application. Yin and Yang. Thinking Metaphysical Metaphysics today is sometimes associated with kook practices like the occult but this ignores the very venerable history of metaphysics in the Western world. Aristotle was one of the famous thinkers associated with Metaphysics, as was Rene Descartes and Albert Einstein. Western metaphysics is quite a brain cracker and I don’t profess to be an expert in Western metaphysics. But a cursory search on the Internet will reveal that metaphysicians are interested in questions of existence (why are we here?), the study of Gods or the divine, along with understanding causality (why things happen), relationships and the universe. It combines reasoning and logic, with philosophical ideas. Classical Feng Shui and the Chinese Five Arts were always recognised as metaphysical subjects by the Chinese - in other words, scientific practices with philosophical existential issues to it. Metaphysics is a more accurate means to describe Feng Shui, BaZi and Mian Xiang (although this doesn’t detract from its scientific nature) because these scientific practices originated out of a desire by the Chinese to understand issues of destiny, the universe, fate, existence and identity, which are essentially metaphysical or philosophical issues. Feng Shui, BaZi and Mian Xiang have philosophical connotations to their scientific findings because they essentially are sciences in which to understand a person’s life. Now, I’m a Feng Shui practitioner and trainer. I’m not a philosopher and I’m certainly not an expert on metaphysics or sciences. My goal in this article has been to give you an inkling of how I have arrived at my conclusion of Feng Shui as a scientific practice. I do not expect people to immediately be convinced of my viewpoint but I believe that getting to the truth is never about what one person thinks, but about opening our minds to possibilities before we arrive at conclusions. Stimulating debate, opening the door to discussion and putting out alternative perspectives is part of the way in which new ideas can be accepted. For the longest time, people believed Feng Shui was about superstition, cultural beliefs (symbols and trinkets) or religion. Less and less people think that today. Just like thousands of years ago, people thought the world was flat. People may not be convinced that Feng Shui is a science or scientific practice, but if they open their mind to the possibility, just like Galileo opened minds to the possibility that the earth was round, I have done my job!



Seriously, it's big business in HK By Joey Yap This week, I will share some of my observations of the feng shui scene in Hong Kong, which many people consider to be the heartland of feng shui today. When Hong Kong Disneyland opened in late 2005, there was a great deal of buzz in Hong Kong about the theme park. Yes, there were debates on the over-



 consumption of sharks-fin and a few other issues too, but one of the oftdiscussed subjects about Hong Kong Disneyland was about its Feng Shui. The whose and the what's particularly were of interest to Hong Kongers - they were curious as to which master had been given the task of overseeing the Feng Shui of the theme park and what had been done to ensure the theme park would have an auspicious start. Even Hong Kong's main English daily, the South China Morning Post, ran a feature piece on the Feng Shui of Disneyland, and even speculated on which Master had the enviable (or unenviable, depending on how you look at it) task of doing the Feng Shui for Mickey's home. The avid interest in the Feng Shui of the Mouse House provides an insight into how Feng Shui is perceived very differently in Hong Kong, and even in Taiwan, compared to Malaysia. In Hong Kong, Feng Shui is a given. Most of the major buildings along the Hong Kong city line have been Feng Shui'ed. Most of the Feng Shui of the prominent buildings, such as the HSBC building and the infamous IM Pei 'joss-stick' Bank of China building, have also been tirelessly dissected and discussed in many a Feng Shui night-class in Hong Kong. Talk to anyone in Hong Kong and they have something to say about the Feng Shui of these two buildings. No tour of Hong Kong's famous Peak is complete without a running commentary from your Hong Kong tour guides on the 'Feng Shui of Hong Kong'. In Hong Kong, people are not secretive or wary of being associated with Feng Shui. It is openly discussed in newspaper columns and magazines, and television programs featuring Feng Shui masters are very popular fare. Feng Shui masters make the breakfast shows on a daily basis, alongside the financial analyst and celebrity of the week. Over the years, I've continued to touch base with various masters in Hong Kong in my research into specific areas of Classical Feng Shui. So in this part of the column, I thought it apt to share with you some of my observations over the years of what the Feng Shui scene is like in Hong Kong - the place many people consider to be the heartland of Feng Shui today. Throwing open the doors of knowledge Up until some 50 years ago, Feng Shui was very much a closely-guarded profession. The master-disciple system was very much entrenched and trade secrets were handed down from master to disciple. All this changed in the 1980s when one Feng Shui Master started to teach Feng Shui openly to the public, classroom-style. Anyone could come and learn Feng Shui, as long as they paid the tuition fee. This radically altered the landscape of the profession because it paved the way for anyone, as long as they had an interest, to learn Feng Shui and if they were prepared to supplement their own learning with personal study of the classics (available at most Chinese bookstores), they had the opportunity to rise to become a consultant too. The profession became democratised and the practice of Feng Shui became less the purview of only the noble, rich and very wealthy. You didn't have to be the son of a famous Feng Shui master or endure many years as a disciple, in order to learn the trade.



 Of course, initially there was uproar amongst the profession - change, after all, is always uncomfortable at first. But then eventually, many other masters also began opening up classes and teaching. It also helps that in Hong Kong, there is a strong interest in self-cultivation and continuing education amongst the public. There is an appreciation of the value of knowledge and the perspective that learning something new all the time and constantly updating oneself is important to retain a competitive advantage. During the height of the Feng Shui education boom, some masters even had to rent school halls, in order to accommodate the number of students who had signed up for their classes. Perhaps it is because Hong Kong is such an unabashedly competitive society so people see education and knowledge as a means to improve not just their minds, but opportunities on the job or for a little side-income. Malaysians of course are slowly but surely catching up. We are slowly seeing an increase in the number of individuals who are not just interested in learning about Chinese Metaphysical subjects like Feng Shui, BaZi and Face Reading or Mian Xiang, but more and more people heeding the call for continuing education and 'lifelong learning'. The business of Feng Shui Hong Kong, being well-known as a business hub and where the capitalistentrepreneurial spirit is strong and vibrant, is very open in accepting Feng Shui as a business. In this respect, we Malaysians are slightly conservative, - we do not like to think of professions like law, medicine, dentistry and to some degree Feng Shui, as being part of 'commercial' businesses. The idea that these professions are about 'making money' is thought to be an uncomfortable fit with the altruistic side of the profession - namely, helping people and even saving lives unselfishly. Now, this is not to equate Feng Shui with saving lives. But Feng Shui consultants do occasionally get cases of people who believe that their job is to 'help people' and thus because of this altruistic component, they should offer free advice or charge only a token for their services - in a way that medical practitioners are bound by the Hippocratic Oath to preserve lives. In Hong Kong, the public understands that Feng Shui masters open their doors for business and that Feng Shui or any other form of consultation is a business transaction. And they are prepared to expend the requisite fees for the professional services and expert advice offered by a good Feng Shui master 'quid pro quo' as the legal profession will say. In Hong Kong, Feng Shui masters are quite prolific when it comes to education, consulting and book-writing. Yes, there is some jostling and open marketing for more students and more consultations but it is all in the spirit of a businessdriven approach to Feng Shui. After all, if everyone can compete for business in Hong Kong, why not Feng Shui masters surely? I believe healthy competition in the industry is a good thing if this means Feng Shui is made more accessible to the public, and encourages the propagation of knowledge about Classical Feng Shui. If competition is what prompts Feng Shui masters to share their knowledge



 and enable Feng Shui to be something more people can use in their daily lives, it's a positive development for everyone! Of course, wherever you have commercialism thriving, there are bound to be a few who stray onto, what I metaphorically like to call, 'the Dark Side'. In Hong Kong, one sees the two opposite extremes of commercialised Feng Shui. At one end are highly experienced masters who can command considerable fees for their consulting work, or who are 'in-house consultants' for tycoons and conglomerates, handling all the Feng Shui aspects for their various offices and properties, doing date selection for the signing of contracts or commencing business and of course, using BaZi or Purple Star Astrology for human resource planning. On the other end of the spectrum are those who have chosen the easy route of establishing a name for themselves, having acquired some knowledge, and then putting their weight behind trinkets, figurines or pendants that can cure purportedly any problem under the sun: The Dark Side of Feng Shui so to speak! Hong Kong: A model to aspire to? I think Hong Kong offers some ideas or takeaways that we can consider when it comes to Feng Shui. Certainly, it is important to strive towards increasing the accessibility of Feng Shui knowledge. In Hong Kong, it's so easy to find a book on any metaphysical subject, written by a variety of masters. Right now, there aren't enough books in English on the subject of Chinese Metaphysics. Greater openness on the subject of Feng Shui, and less superstition surrounding the subject of Feng Shui, is something we would all like to see happening. But most importantly, we would like to see Feng Shui having the same level of respect and authority that it enjoys in Hong Kong, here in Malaysia. By this, I do not mean that Feng Shui should be accepted as some form of blind faith or of master worshipping, but simply to be appreciated for benefits this classical practice has to offer, be it for the individuals or businesses. Indeed and in all fairness, for most professions, commercialism is only a bad thing if it is crass commercialism. And by crass commercialism, I mean claiming to be able to perform miracles or promoting cures as the be-all-and-end-all of Feng Shui, in the name of making a quick or extra buck. Ultimately, a more business-driven approach to Feng Shui is not a bad thing if it means more Feng Shui consultants becoming more professional in the way they serve clients; thereby resulting in more people being presented with the opportunity to benefit from what Feng Shui has to offer!



 Don't expect miracles By Joey Yap Many people equate feng shui consultants with miracle-making abilities. Clients sometimes think that feng shui consultants can wave a magic wand, apply a formula and make all their problems disappear or turn them into millionaires when they follow certain water formulas. Many people equate Feng Shui consultants with miracle-making abilities. Clients sometimes think that Feng Shui consultants can wave a magic wand, apply a formula and make all their problems disappear or turn them into millionaires when they follow certain water formulas. Feng Shui does not work like that. It is not magic. Feng Shui consultants are not graduates of Hogwarts! Let's go back to the basics. Feng Shui is about tapping and making use of the correct Qi in the environment, thus maximising the potential of the environment around your property to improve your quality of life. There are many positive improvements that Feng Shui can bring to a person's life but one has to be cautioned that there are also limitations in what Feng Shui can do, particularly if the role played by Feng Shui is not understood correctly. When the Qi in the environment is working for you, you feel better, you are more energised, more motivated, more alert, you are able to respond to opportunities better and thus this contributes to your ability to perform better at work and enjoy positive relationships with those around you. When you are happy and relaxed, you are able to pursue your goals with a clear mind. Often, wealth and increased prosperity or affluence is an outcome of that positive state of affairs. But having the best Feng Shui in the world is of no benefit if the person does not take any action. Sometimes, people have the misconception that once they utilise Feng Shui, there's no need to lift a finger - the formula (or if you are into New Age Feng Shui, the trinket, amulet or figurine) will do everything for you. As much as I don't want to shatter anyone's illusions, Feng Shui cannot make money or miracles from nothing. Old fashioned hard work is also required. In Feng Shui, there are techniques and systems that can be used to produce quick results or bring about results that are more instantly notable. For example, using Water formulas often brings about faster results than using Mountain formulas. But of course, Water also does not bring about lasting results. For that, you need to use Mountains. Similarly, the Eight Mansions system produces more steady and gradual results and is suitable for long-term outcomes whilst the Flying Stars system produces quicker, short-term outcomes. But no matter what system is used, not taking action is simply a zero-sum gain. So today, I'm going to share with you why action matters more than most people realise, when it comes to matters of Feng Shui.



 The Philosophy of the Cosmic Trinity



One of the core concepts of Chinese Metaphysics is the theory of the Cosmic Trinity. The Cosmic Trinity refers to the three factors that influence our lives: Heaven, Earth and Man. Each of these three factors exerts an equal influence on us, which if you are into percentages, is around 33.33%. Heaven refers to a person's Destiny, the life path that is laid out for a person at the time of his birth, as influenced by the stars, elements and Qi present in the solar system at the time of the person's birth. Chinese Astrology, either through BaZi or Purple Star Astrology, is how consultants decipher what a person's Destiny is. Earth refers to the environment in which a person lives in or works in. It is this



 aspect of the cosmic trinity that Feng Shui looks to address and help improve. Finally, Man refers to the actions and choices that a person makes in life. His beliefs, education, aspirations and virtues. Each of the above three factors is inter-related. They do not function in isolation. For example, in an ideal situation, a person would have good Heaven Luck (a superior Destiny), good Earth Luck (excellent Feng Shui) and good Man Luck (the ability and wisdom to make the right choice and take the right action). When all three factors operate in tandem, everything is smooth. However, when there is a problem with any one of these factors, then it also impacts on the other components. For example, if a person is not going through favourable Heaven luck, according to his BaZi (Eight Characters or Destiny chart), then the chances of that person being able to find a good house or live in a place with favourable Feng Shui (i.e. the Earth Luck component) is reduced. Accordingly, he has to rely on the action he takes or the choices he makes (i.e. the Man Luck component) to overcome any obstacles or problems he is facing. Likewise, if a person is not destined to be a millionaire for example, then from a wealth perspective, that person starts out at a disadvantage. In these instances, Feng Shui can help bring about some improvement but the rest has to be oldfashioned hard work and financial prudence - making the right choices and taking the right action. Many clients and students of Feng Shui find it difficult to understand this concept because often they try to reason or understand how it all works together. The Cosmic Trinity is really a metaphysical chicken and egg scenario - we could go on and on about which comes first, which matters more and which should be prioritised. I think it's much more important for people to appreciate the concept and understand that the Cosmic Trinity illustrates the point that taking action and taking the right action at the right time, is just as important as having the right Feng Shui. Doing the Right Thing, At the Right Time BaZi is a good example of how action is just as important as knowing what destiny has in store for a person. When a client comes for a BaZi analysis, as a consultant, we help our clients understand their life path, understand their talents and abilities, how they could capitalise on their best years and lie low during the difficult years. But, I always emphasise to clients that it is one thing to know what Destiny has in store for you and knowing your personal potential, but it is another thing to actually achieve it. For that, a person needs to take action and make the right choices. For example, let's say that someone has great potential to be a writer or perhaps a music star. If this person simply sits at home and does nothing but watches television or idles his time away, then his potential is not achieved because he did not take any action and thus, did not put himself in a position to maximise his talent and potential. Knowing your abilities and potential is one thing. But not



 doing anything means you are not going to achieve the greatness you were destined to achieve. So what does this all mean when it comes to Feng Shui? Firstly, my goal in this article is to enable my readers to understand and appreciate why Feng Shui is not a miracle practice, and why it is not magic. It is simply because it is just one of the components in the Cosmic Trinity. Secondly, it is important that people appreciate the limitations of Feng Shui. Yes, in my previous articles, I have written about how Feng Shui, when properly utilised, can create Emperors and be used to build empires. But all this does not happen because of Feng Shui alone. There is a Heaven component to it and a Man aspect to it as well. Often, it is hard for Feng Shui enthusiasts to understand why after paying a considerable amount of money and spending hours on fine tuning their house, they are still not millionaires or still not getting what they have wanted to achieve. The Cosmic Trinity offers the answer to that question. Thirdly, it is important that anyone who intends to seek the advice of a Feng Shui consultant, knows that Destiny analysis is an important component in the practice of Feng Shui. Through the use of BaZi (also known as Eight Characters or Four Pillars of Destiny) or Zi Wei Dou Shu (Purple Star Astrology), Destiny Analysis provides the means to achieve a diagnosis of a person's challenges or problems in life. Feng Shui is only the prescription. Some Feng Shui practitioners make recommendations or suggest Feng Shui remedies without carrying out a personal destiny analysis of their clients. When Feng Shui remedies are suggested without an analysis of a person's Destiny through BaZi or Zi Wei, it is like giving a 'cure' or a prescription without a proper diagnosis, it is unlikely that the remedies will be effective. It is possible that some Feng Shui practitioners do not like to talk about limitations. Perhaps it may be because shattering people's dreams is difficult and unpleasant. Or may be it is easier for them to give hope to their clients rather than to tell them that the only way for them to be wealthy or successful in this lifetime is to work hard! And perhaps, it doesn't sound like what most people want to hear in this age and era of instant gratification. But if Feng Shui is to gain recognition as a creditable profession, then it is important for people to know that Feng Shui has its own inherent limitations because Feng Shui consultants are not in the business of creating miracles and the public must understand this. For starters, it will certainly go a long way towards preventing people from being taken for a ride when it comes to Feng Shui because they can now understand the context in which Feng Shui is utilised, and what it can and cannot do. This is not to say that Feng Shui is of zero help either. If your Destiny is not so favourable or advantaged, with hard work and focus on a person's part, plus a little extra push from Feng Shui, achieving your goals and dreams in life is not impossible. You may not get to your aim as quickly and speedily as a person with a better Destiny, but you could still get there eventually.



 Complex task of urban planning By Joey Yap Feng Shui has increasingly become a selling point for property developers these days. From a marketing standpoint, it is easy to understand why property developers are paying more attention to feng shui issue ... Feng Shui has increasingly become a selling-point for property developers these days. From a marketing standpoint, it is easy to understand why property developers are paying more attention to Feng Shui issues - more and more buyers nowadays are placing greater emphasis on Feng Shui considerations. As the public becomes more educated about Feng Shui, developers have to be more prepared to answer difficult questions when buyers approached them to buy property. Prospective buyers want to know where the entrances to the townships are, what direction the entire development faces, which direction the houses are facing, and some even bring their own Feng Shui consultants to survey the area. Well read prospective buyers may even come asking about the landform features of the property. In response to buyers' expectations, property developers are increasingly conscious about Feng Shui considerations and some have even taken the initiative to involve Feng Shui consultants in the process of planning and developing property projects, from malls to theme parks to residential projects. So what exactly does a Feng Shui consultant do when it comes to large scale property development projects? And how do you know if the Feng Shui component of a development is the 'real thing', or just another marketing spiel? This week, I'm going to share with you what it is that Feng Shui professionals do, when they work on a large-scale property development project. By understanding what goes on when it comes to the Feng Shui of a large scale property project, you will be able to understand what role Feng Shui plays in urban development. You will thus be able to know what are the questions you should be asking a developer, especially if a strong marketing point of their development is that it has good Feng Shui! Bringing Qi into the Picture Today, many property development projects have a strong urban or town planning component to them because developers not only have to pay attention to just the homes themselves and the recreational facilities, but are also responsible for building everything from the roads to the playgrounds, and from clubhouses to marinas! Undertaking the Feng Shui for a housing project or integrated property development is quite a complex and long-term engagement for most Feng Shui consultants. They are often on-board even before the project gets off the ground - at the planning and land selection stage - and frequently, this involvement continues through the development of the project, the construction from the



 ground up to the sales and launch of the project. Often, the first thing the Feng Shui consultant does when it comes to a largescale property development is to select the land. Now, as most property development companies have a land bank, a proper Feng Shui consultation will involve the survey of all these properties, usually from the air via helicopter to gain an insight into the contours of the land, including the mountain formations, streams, creeks and natural ponds. It is not difficult to see the Dragon (land coutour or mountain ranges), how it turns, moves and flows on the land, from an aerial view. From there, the Feng Shui consultant will usually be able to determine which piece of land is most suited for the development the developer has in mind. Not every piece of land is suitable for a commercial residential venture, and using the land for the right purposes is the first step towards ensuring a good start for the development.



At this stage, the Feng Shui consultant may also start the process of troubleshooting and problem-solving. For example, what to do with pylons or other threatening features located close to the land the developer has decided to buy or has already bought? Most residential house buyers will refuse to buy a house near electric pylons, even if they know nothing about Feng Shui. But if the pylons are located in an appropriate sector, this danger can be reduced and prospective buyers can feel assured by the knowledge that this kind of problem has been correctly or adequately dealt with by the developer, in line with Feng Shui principles. It is for this reason that you should make sure that when a developer says the property has been Feng-Shui-ed, to ascertain at which point the Feng Shui consultant was involved. If the consultant is only brought on board after the development has been built, then chances are any improvements are likely to be purely cosmetic in nature. One of the important questions to ask is whether the consultant has been involved in the process of the land selection. Melding Aesthetic with Qi Principles Once the land has been selected, then the next step is to work on the designs for the buildings, be it houses, apartments, office blocks or an office tower. Here, the Feng Shui consultant will look at the preliminary design of the architects, and



 look for ways to find a synergy between the artistic and creative vision of the architect and interior designer, and the Feng Shui principles that need to be applied. Most Feng Shui consultants would work with the design of the building, house designs or apartment layouts and suggest modifications to accommodate the Feng Shui needs of the structure. Now, these changes are often subtle and imperceptible to the untrained eye. For example, conventional wisdom states that residential properties should be square as that is the shape of the element of Earth. Earth stands for stability in the study of the Five Elements. However, very few people would want to live in a completely square house or apartment. So, obviously, the Feng Shui consultant has to see if a more aesthetic design can work based on the landform of the area. Odd shapes, be it for houses, apartments or buildings, are actually acceptable in Feng Shui if the large macro environment and the landforms support such a design. If you go to Hong Kong, there are plenty of buildings with features that seem to technically violate every rule on Feng Shui (sharp corners, sharp angles, pillars in strange places) in order to achieve a measure of aesthetic value. The Burj Al Arab Hotel in Dubai, the Louvre Museum in Paris and the HSBC building in Hong Kong all have unusual structural designs to accommodate aesthetic interests but they do not all have bad Feng Shui. For buyers, often it is difficult to tell what extent the Feng Shui consultant's influence is on the design. Good Feng Shui consultants do not make their work obvious to the untrained eye - otherwise, it's not Feng Shui! Suffice to say that if part of the marketing plan touts the colours of the property as 'Feng Shui colours' or that every property comes with stone lions at the entrance, you should take the 'Feng Shui virtues' of the property with a pinch of salt. From the Macro to the Micro Details Aside from the design of the apartments, offices or houses, the Feng Shui consultant also looks into the layout and flow of the roads and the overall infrastructure in the development. This is because roads are virtual rivers, and thus, are carriers of Qi. It is essential to ensure that the roads are not aligned according to void lines, where Qi flow becomes discounted and that there are angles in areas where it is acceptable to have a sharp angle because it doesn't affect any of the properties in the development. If the Feng Shui consultant has done his job well, then something as minutiae as lamp post placement would also be looked into and planned so that no prospective buyers is landed with a house that has a lamp post squarely in front of the main door, a big no-no when it comes to residential Feng Shui. The Feng Shui consultant will also ensure that each phase of the property is build to face suitable directions. For example, this may be done to avoid circumstances where certain phases of houses face a direction that is unfavourable or difficult to benefit from, based on the landform of the area. Or houses being inadvertently located facing a void line. Water placement is also very important in Feng Shui. These days, it is common



 for many property developments to include recreational areas or playgrounds, with lakes, or man-made creeks, fountains and swimming pools. The Feng Shui consultant, taking into account the layout and design of the entire master plan, will make sure that the water is located in an area that benefits the residents overall, and is suitable for the location of Water. Finally, the Feng Shui consultant will also select suitable dates for the groundbreaking work, to ensure the project gets off to a smooth start and there are minimal disruptions during the construction period, select dates for the hanging of the Main Door on the units, and also, select dates for the launching of the project, to ensure good sales! Beyond Flying Stars and Eight Mansions You might be wondering what techniques come into play when it comes to large scale development projects. For industrial and large scale size projects, like resorts, theme parks, large scale commercial residential projects or even town planning, Feng Shui consultants are not using simple systems like Flying Stars Feng Shui and Eight Mansions Feng Shui. It's just not feasible. A theme park or town may have more than one entrance and exit - how do you determine which is the facing? The Feng Shui consultant will use different techniques for largescale projects, because the considerations and concerns, indeed, the scale, is quite different, from undertaking the Feng Shui of one house. Also, for theme parks, towns and resorts, their demands are different. For homes and residences, the priority is the needs of the residents whilst for a theme park or resort, the developer may not only want to generate good revenues, but also to ensure lots of visitors. So the next time you check out a property development project and are told that the 'Feng Shui' is good - make sure you understand the 'hows' and 'whys' of the property, and if the Feng Shui of the property is your paramount considerations, find out what are the 'Feng Shui features' that make the property so favourable. Positive Feng Shui is always a good thing to have when it comes to a prospective property investment but it's also important to make sure it's the 'real McCoy' and not just the marketing fluff.



Old practice in a new era By Joey Yap One of the challenges of modernising a profession like feng shui is really in changing the way it is practised. One of the challenges of modernising a profession like Feng Shui is really in changing the way Feng Shui is practiced. There's still a very old fashioned idea of Feng Shui practitioners prevailing in the public's mind - that they should turn up in Mao suits or Shanghainese long dress, speak in cryptic phrases and after offering a few short shrift words of advice, disappear, never to be seen again. If you have a problem don't call them, maybe they will call you. If things don't work



 out, well, that's to be blamed on your fate or destiny. If you want to know why certain suggestions are made, the answer is you don't need to know, just do it. This is very much an outdated manner of practice, which functions very heavily on what we call 'Master worshipping' (where the Master is held in such awe that he is not to be questioned) and which takes for granted that the average layperson need not know why the master is doing something, they should simply trust him to do it and follow his advice. And this is not really how most Feng Shui practitioners work and practice any more these days. It's a modern world and like any other profession, Feng Shui practitioners have to move with the times. That means trying to bring a measure of professionalism to how they offer their services to the public and how they deal with the public. Today, I'm going to delve into what you, the public, should expect when you deal with a Feng Shui professional, in this day and age. Improving Impressions Understandably, many older masters in the profession still go about their practice in the old style way. Certainly, we cannot expect a profession that has only really become openly practiced since the turn of the last century, to be able to suddenly become modernised. This takes time. However, the trend is slowly and gradually changing - you can readily see this in Hong Kong, where more and more Feng Shui consultants now ply their trade from a proper office, and do so in suits and ties.



Of course, the newer generations of consultants are looking to take Feng Shui to an even more professional level. Feng Shui today is a service industry. It is striving to be on par with any other kind of consulting business -the Feng Shui consultants help clients determine what their problem is, and help them solve their problem. And so clients have a right to be treated like they would by any other service industry professional, be it a doctor, a dentist or an accountant. Improving House-side Manner In the past, the Feng Shui master turns up at your doorstep, makes a few remarks, tells you what to do and then is off. Nowadays, clients demand a proper meeting and follow-up sessions, wherein the Feng Shui consultant ensures that the recommendations have been properly implemented. Part and parcel of taking



 Feng Shui to a professional level is changing the way this service industry has always been practiced. This includes providing written reports for clients, so that they do not have to take notes on what they are supposed to do to improve their Feng Shui. Reports are often supplemented with photographs, so that the clients know exactly what they are supposed to do. To ensure that a complete service is provided to the clients, usually the Feng Shui consultant will also select a suitable date for ground-breaking or renovations to commence. Professional consultants do not leave their clients in a lurch when something has gone wrong and certainly, no professional Feng Shui consultant will tell his clients that 'it is their fate' that the situation has become such. This is because if the Feng Shui consultant has been thorough in his job, he would have studied the BaZi or Destiny chart of his clients, before making any Feng Shui recommendations. If a client's destiny does not demonstrate a capacity for great wealth or high status for example, there is already an inherent limit to what the Feng Shui consultant can do. Contrary to what most people think, Feng Shui consultants cannot fix and solve all problems - they can only help their clients, within the capacity that they are capable to have. In this day and age, confidentiality is also something that many clients value and increasingly, it has become an important hallmark of Feng Shui consulting. You wouldn't want your accountant spilling the beans on your books, and similarly, you don't want your Feng Shui master telling everyone in the world that your house and office and factory have all been Feng Shui'ed. Now, there is nothing wrong seeking the services of Feng Shui professionals but, just like doctors, accountants or any other profession, client's confidentiality is something that the modern day Feng Shui professionals must respect. Imagine your Feng Shui master going round attributing all your business success to his proclaimed Feng Shui skills, disregarding your own hard work and efforts! The client of course is not bound by such a confidentiality requirement but the Feng Shui professional must always be the soul of discretion. This is especially the case when it comes to BaZi (Astrology) consults, where the consultants are often privy to very sensitive or delicate situations and clients must feel free to speak to the Feng Shui consultant about any matter, without worrying that it will make the 6 o'clock news! Professionalism in how Feng Shui practitioners behave and act is also something that the profession is looking to improve. Most practitioners do not want to be known as a bunch of curt, tight-lipped professionals only offer up five words of cryptic advice, and leave the clients to figure out what it is that they meant. Lest you think I'm joking, there used to be a very famous Feng Shui master, reputed to be the master who advised Mao Tse Tung, whose words of advice never went beyond five Chinese characters. His was nicknamed Bu Guo Wu and he was an extremely famous Master in China in the last century. Today, going to a Feng Shui consultant is like seeing a doctor - you're entitled to understand what the problem is, how the diagnosis is arrived at and what is the prescription to fix your problem. Getting the right 'house-side' manner is something I try to emphasise a lot to my students - we cannot be so old-



 fashioned in our approach any more. In any case, being open and willing to provide explanations to a client's questions is the best way to deal with client's reservations or concerns. Quite understandably, no one is going to undertake certain renovations that a Feng Shui consultant has prescribed, or perhaps, even do something as simple as changing the room that they are sleeping in, unless the reasons are compelling and not frivolous. Commercialisation without Selling Out? I believe the next level of challenge for the Feng Shui profession is how the practitioners can take their knowledge and services to the public, but without cheapening the profession or encouraging 'short-cut' mentality. Commercialisation is a necessary facet of every service industry but like doctors and dentists, who find a way to balance their Hippocratic oath with the need to make a legitimate living, so Feng Shui consultants are striving to provide a service and making it as accessible as possible. But, that doesn't mean that they are obligated to help everyone. Unfortunately, one of the prevailing problems facing the Feng Shui practice is, it is very often, all too easy, to resort to 'product recommendation' in order to make Feng Shui accessible. The founder of Revlon, Charles Revson, once remarked about the cosmetic's industry: "In the factory we make cosmetics, in the drugstore we sell hope". I do not like to think the Feng Shui practice is in the business of, to paraphase Revson, "selling hope in a figurine" but unfortunately, this seems to be part and parcel of what commercialisation brings. One of the ways to provide a measure of accessibility and affordability is through books and articles in the media, and to attempt to correct the situation through education. Knowledge after all is power. Here too there are challenges - as more and more sources of information and books on Feng Shui appear, so there is the invariable temptation by the Feng Shui practice to stray from authentic methods and fundamental approaches, to return to the quick buck method of product recommendation. Frankly, I personally think there's nothing wrong with products per se. If someone tells me, they get a psychological lift out of wearing certain colours, or certain motifs of Dragons inspire them, or reading motivational calligraphy on their walls makes them aspire to achieve more in life, or oriental designed clothing empowers them (I like Shanghai Tang too!), that's okay. Positive thinking is never to be knocked, and it doesn't matter how you arrived at that positive state of mind. But what I think is quite wrong is to encourage the belief that a resin figure of a cat above your cash register is going to bring in business, or wearing a Dragon pendant is going to ward off your bad luck, and curing a 5 Yellow Sha problem is simply a matter of popping a cure in every West corner of your house. If only Feng Shui were that easy. The Feng Shui profession is approaching a new renaissance period. As expectations grow with more knowledge and awareness, it is re-assuring for the public that the level of professionalism in the practice of Feng Shui is improving



 and more and more practitioners are adopting a service-orientated approach. I look forward to the Feng Shui profession taking a greater step forward, towards encouraging greater understanding and recognition, while making it more accessible to everyone.



Feng Shui at Shaolin temple By Joey Yap One of the most fascinating and interesting aspects of studying feng shui is "Walking the Mountains". In modern educational context, this is like going for industrial or practical training. One of the most fascinating and interesting aspects of studying Feng Shui is something known as 'Walking the Mountains'. In a modern educational context, 'Walking the Mountains' is like going for industrial training or practical training. It is when the theories and principles of Feng Shui are observed in application. It doesn't matter whether or not a person is a proponent of San Yuan or San He Feng Shui - both these primary Feng Shui systems recognise the importance of observing and assessing the Landform in the environment, in tandem with the application of formula based assessment. Many Feng Shui classics, such as the Green Satchel Classics and Snow Heart Classics, talk about 'chasing the Dragon Veins', which shows the importance of Landforms in Feng Shui and the importance of understanding the Forms that influence the area. So what do Feng Shui students do when they 'Walk the Mountains'? Feng Shui is part of the study of Physiognomy, one of the Chinese Five Arts. Physiognomy is essentially the science of observation. Accordingly, 'Walking the Mountains' essentially involves observing and studying the Mountains, learning to distinguish different types of mountains, recognising formations such as the Prawn Whiskers, Crane's Knee and Crab Eyes (and in case you're wondering, these are terminology for special contours on the mountain, not something edible) and identifying special formations, training your eyes to spot Dragons (Feng Shui code for Mountains and Mountain ranges), identify the Meridian Points (Long Xue) where the Qi concentrates and the movements of the Dragon. It is a very physically demanding aspect of Feng Shui study - perhaps this is why Feng Shui masters see no reason to join a gym! I have certainly had my fair share of cardiovascular workouts in the course of 'Walking the Mountains' in China, Hong Kong and Taiwan with the Hong Kong Masters I studied with. But it is an essential aspect of the study of Feng Shui and integral to gaining a true understanding and appreciation of ancient classical texts such as Ru Di Yan (Entering Earth Eye Classics), the seminal text on Landform Feng Shui. 'Walking the Mountains' is particularly fun when you're doing it in the midst of amazing scenery or in the case of my subject matter for this week, Shaolin Temple, an incredible heritage and historical spot in China.



 The Origins of Shaolin Shaolin Temple is located in Mount Song, which is one of the five major mountains of China. It is located near the city of Zhengzhou, in Henan Province. Immortalised forever by the Jet Li classic kungfu epic, Shaolin today is not only a prominent tourist attraction, but remains very much the pre-eminent place to study, learn and train in Kungfu and Wu Shu. The existence of the Shaolin Temple and movement dates back to 495 AD and despite having been burnt down several times, the Temple has managed to stand the test of time and the turbulent periods in Chinese history. Throughout its existence, even today, it has enjoyed both the patronage of various Chinese Dynasties, and also been vilified for its role in opposing the ruling dynasty of the day, in particular, during the Qing Dynasty. Originally, Shaolin was established to propagate Zen teachings and the philosophy of Buddhist. Kungfu and Wushu only became associated with Shaolin much later on. In fact, during the era of the Ming Dynasty, the Temple was renown not only for martial arts, but as a center of learning, providing education on philosophy, mathematics and Buddhism. The Feng Shui of Shaolin



What is it about Shaolin that has enabled it to not only preserve its existence through the centuries, through the turbulence of Chinese history, but become the foremost center of learning for Wushu and Kungfu? And why is it that Shaolin, which originally was formed as a center to propagate the philosophies of Zen and Buddhism, came to be known more for its Kungfu and martial arts, than its more philosophical and religious components? If you have ever visited the Shaolin Temple, you might have noticed the mountains that surround the Temple. In fact, the Temple itself is set into the mountain. These are not too lush, green and beautiful looking mountains that make you think of having a picnic there. They are mainly hard, bony and tough. The mountains have very little vegetation; they are rocky and sharp looking. In Feng Shui, these types of mountains are regarded as emitting aggressive Qi. When it comes to big buildings, complexes and large structures like Shaolin Temple, we do not look at the Flying Stars or Eight Mansions charts of these



 buildings. The scope and size of the area demands that Landform (Luan Tou) Feng Shui be used. You might be wondering how Mountains and Qi are linked. In the study of Feng Shui, Mountains are formed through the magnetic pull of the stars in the constellation. The quality of the Qi emitted by the mountains is dictated by the stars thus the type of mountain formed is influenced by the type of star that formed it. Hence, the names of Landforms like Chastity Mountain, Military Arts Mountain, Sky Horse Mountain and Literary Arts Mountain are all derived from the names of stars. In this sense, you could say that Feng Shui is a form of landbased astrology. The residents or people living in the vicinity of the mountains are in turn affected and influenced by the Qi produced by the mountains. In Feng Shui, there is a saying, Mountains Govern People, Water Governs Wealth. Certain areas with certain types of mountains are more likely to produce or support the upbringing of certain types of people. Now, lest you think that you can make a mountain (the kind you buy from a gardening or landscaping shop), and create the Qi to turn yourself into an Emperor, you can't. Qi is a natural product of the environment and cannot be man-made. Feng Shui is about making use of the environment and what is natural and present in that environment. Thus, man-made objects do not emit Qi. At Shaolin, what kind of Landforms can we see? The Temple itself faces the Bing (South 1) direction, with a river flowing in front of it from right to left at a specific directional entry and exit point that corresponds with the formation of the area. This river of course is now a dry river bed but in the past, Water would flow down the mountain contours (the Prawn Whiskers and Crab Eyes formation from the nearby mountains) and into the river that ran past the Temple entrance. The mountain formation in the area is known as a Recoiled Dragon Formation. There is a Sun Rising Mountain Formation at the Pagoda Forest, which is Southwest of the Temple, which is a special type of Military Arts Mountain. The Table Mountain (An Shan) at Shaolin, which acts as a barrier to prevent Qi from escaping from the area, is also quite special. The Table Mountain at Shaolin is what is known as a Fu Bi Star, which hints at the area producing individuals who support nobles. The mountains are clearly what we call Military Arts (Wu Qu) mountains, which produces fighting Qi, suited for military endeavours or martial arts practice. The mountains behind the Temple have a very distinct flag shape, indicating strong Fire Qi, which is also suitable for martial arts practices.



 These landforms explain many things about Shaolin. The mountains helped keep Shaolin's name and reputation strong and alive throughout the centuries while explaining why it was able to simultaneously function as a place of learning during certain periods, and also, a shelter for rebels during certain periods. The landforms also explain why a place that began as a temple for religious study and practice, ended up becoming more renown for its kungfu and martial arts prowess, than its religious reputation. Seeing with Feng Shui Vision Mountain and Water together form the backbone of Landform Feng Shui and an integral aspect of understanding of the principles of Yin and Yang work in Feng Shui. When Mountains meet with Water, Yin and Yang interact and the Qi is benevolent, growing and harmonious. Hence, it is always important, when looking at the Feng Shui of an area, to look for this simple combination of Mountain and Water. Most of the time, people tell me that they don't 'see' the mountains around them. You might be wondering, how on earth can anyone 'miss' a mountain - it's so obvious surely? Not always - many of my students, after they Walked the Mountains in China with me, reported seeing mountains in their hometowns for the first time! Just like people, each and every mountain is unique. Some have 'hair' (that's trees growing on the top), some are botak. Some are lush and beautiful, others are rocky and ugly. Some look healthy and vibrant, others look sick and dead. All mountains also have character: some are noble, some are fierce, some are solitary, some are powerful. So the next time when you are driving around the Klang Valley, driving along the North-South highway to Ipoh, zipping along the Ampang Elevated Highway, visiting KLCC or going to the park in Taman Tun Dr Ismail - take a good look around you and you'll see the Mountain that was always there, but which you never really noticed!



Power behind the throne By Joey Yap FENG shui has really undergone an evolution of sorts in the last 100 years. While it has created certain problems, the commercialisation of feng shui has also brought about some positive changes to the industry. Feng Shui has really undergone an evolution of sorts in the last 100 years. The commercialisation of Feng Shui, while it has created certain problems, has also brought about some positive changes to the industry. In particular, it has brought about a broadening of opportunities to study Feng Shui, which was in the past very much limited to indoor disciples only, more avenues for lay people to gain knowledge of Feng Shui through books and television, and of course, the



 availability of Feng Shui services to the average person. It wasn't always like this. Since its renaissance in the era of the Tang Dynasty, up until probably the early 1900s, Feng Shui was exclusively the purview of the ennobled and the royal. The common average laypersons, even if they had the money, were not allowed to make use of Feng Shui. It was very much restricted to the Emperor, and perhaps a select coterie of noblemen at the higher echelons of society. Feng Shui masters didn't ply their trade commercially, but were almost entirely and exclusively in the employ of the Emperor and noblemen. What is the reason for this? In my previous article on the different schools of Feng Shui, I mentioned that the scope of Feng Shui extended beyond mere 'money-making' and that at its most powerful form; Feng Shui can play an influential role in the creation of empires. This is why for the longest time, the secrets of 'Heaven and Earth' as classical Feng Shui was known back then, was only to be used in the service of the Emperor. It was to be used for the preservation of the Emperor's powers, his clan, his dynasty and his legacy. Now, this of course, sounds like a very bold sweeping suggestion. How can Feng Shui help to create empires and Emperors? In this article, I'm going to talk about some of the ancient tombs of China's great Dynasties and give you an idea of how Feng Shui, when wielded skilfully, can in some ways, be the power behind the throne. Feng Shui through the Dynasties The origins of Feng Shui, which originally was known as Kan Yu, can be traced back to a simple practice of selecting grave sites and burial grounds. Back then, Feng Shui was done mainly by applying the principles of Yin and Yang and some simple principles of Qi collection. Feng Shui in fact, was originally only used for Yin Houses or graves. It was only later in its development that these principles were extended to Yang Houses or homes. Lest any of my readers are alarmed by this notion, let me re-assure you that there's nothing morbid about this at all. The practice of Feng Shui, be it for Yin Houses or Yang Houses, is fundamentally and essentially the same. As I tell my students, the only difference is that in a Yang House, the occupants might move out, whilst in a Yin House, the occupants never move out! So there's no need to feel superstitious, spooked or alarmed. Accordingly, one of the best ways to observe the application of Feng Shui is by looking at the graves and tombs of Emperors. And this is what happens when I take my students on my annual Feng Shui excursion to China to 'Walk the Mountains' each year. We go and check out the graves of the great Emperors (and yes, we also look at the not-so-great ones) to see how they used and applied Feng Shui. Now, the fun in the exercise is that history affords us an opportunity to see whether their Feng Shui masters got it right, or whether they got it wrong. And yes, there are tombs which show how even the Emperors can



 get bad Feng Shui advice. Why did the Emperors of the many dynasties place so much emphasis on their tombs and graves? One of the fundamental principles in Feng Shui is the principle of the Cosmic Trinity: Heaven, Earth and Man. Feng Shui constitutes the Earth component of the Cosmic Trinity, personal actions the Man component and your ancestor's tomb, provides the Heaven connection, and links to your personal BaZi or Destiny. A good burial place, and a good tomb, ensured good descendant luck.



In addition, burying the body in a burial ground connects the family bloodline Qi with the Earth's Qi. In turn, this makes living relatives such as sons and grandsons (and of course, in this day and age, daughters and son-in-laws) more receptive towards the Earth's Qi in which they would use in their Yang House Feng Shui. In the context of China's various Dynasties, good tombs and graves served to protect the Emperor's legacy, by ensuring that the dynasty would continue to be perpetuated and his heirs would go on to greater and better things. It's one thing to be a great Emperor in your own right, but true greatness comes from having offspring who build and expand on what you have given them, and achieve greatness in their own right. The 12 Hump Dragon One of the best dynasties to study when it comes to Imperial Feng Shui is the Qing Dynasty. This is because it is a relatively recent Dynasty, having begun in 1644 and ended in 1911, and also, many of the tombs of the Qing Dynasty Emperors have been excavated or have been opened as tourist attractions in China. But perhaps the most interesting aspect of studying the Qing Dynasty tombs Feng Shui is it offers the opportunity to actually trace the rise and fall of the Qings, who were also known as the Manchus. Many historical accounts have been written on why the Manchus, a relatively small tribe from Northeast of China (modern day Shen Yang), managed to become the Sons of Heaven and rule all of China. The betrayal of the Ming



 Emperor by his own generals and the decline of the Ming Dynasty over the years are usually seen as instrumental in the rise of the Manchus to the throne of China. But the ability of the Manchus to become the Sons of Heaven and rule for almost 300 years was no fluke of luck. Three hours from Shen Yang, a modern bustling city that was once the capital city of the Manchus, you will find the Yong Ling Mausoleum. Here is where the tomb of the grandfather of Nuerhachi, the Manchu leader who united the Manchus, is located. Nuerhachi's son, Huang TaiJi, launched the assault against the Mings and renamed the Manchus the 'Qing' meaning 'Pure'. The tomb itself is set against a majestic range of mountains that forms what is known in Landform (Luan Tou) Feng Shui as a spiral city (Lo Cheng). A spiral city is a superior Landform formation, created when a range of mountains originating from the same source curl around the Dragon Spot (Long Xue), forming a protective barrier for the Qi. This range of mountains at the Mausoleum is also a special type of Mountain, known as Chastity Star (Lian Zhen) mountains. Chastity Mountains, which are found at a specific angle aligning with a certain definitive astronomical constellation, are special because only these types of Mountains generate Qi that is, so called, Emperor-producing.



Legend has it that Nuerhachi, while carrying his grandfather's remains through this area, in search of a suitable burial spot, placed the urn under an elm tree and rode off in search of a Feng Shui master. When he returned, the elm's roots had wrapped around the urn, making removal impossible. The Feng Shui master declared the location to be perfect, being what is known as a 'Reverse Dragon Facing its Ancestors Formation' (Hui Long Gu Zu), an extremely unique and powerful formation that signifies not only achieving greatness but bringing back the spoils of victory to one's roots or home tribe. The release of the Dragon veins is located at the prostrating An Shan (foothills) forming a unique Xuan Kong Da Gua formation. What is of great interest or coincidence, if you are a sceptic, is that the mountain range that forms the Dragon Embrace at the Yong Ling tomb has 12 peaks, or humps as we call it in Feng Shui terminology. Well guess how many Qing Emperors there were? Exactly 12, including Nuerhachi, who is regarded as the



 founder of the Qing. From greatness to downfall Successive Emperors after Nuerhachi and Huang Taiji did well because the Emperors made an effort to ensure their tombs had good Feng Shui and thus, benefited their descendants. The Qing Dynasty's downfall is thought to have begun after the reign of Emperor Qian Long. Indeed, this can be seen in the Feng Shui of the tombs of Emperors after Qing Long, such as DaoGuang, Xian Feng, Tongzhi and GuangXu, which are mediocre tombs at best, reflecting no doubt the fortunes of the empire at the time, which was in decay, crumbling and under assault by foreign powers. The tomb of Emperor Qian Long offers a unique insight into how Feng Shui can tilt the balance of power, against an Empire and Dynasty. Qian Long's tomb, located in Hebei Province, is amongst the most elaborate of all the tombs in the Eastern Qing Tomb complex. Legend has it that Qian Long personally selected the spot for his tomb. Qian Long's tomb suffers from a flaw known in Feng Shui as 'Auspicious Land, Inauspicious Burial' (Ji Di Xiong Zang). The Landforms that form the Dragon embrace around his tomb are a Cloud-Water Formation, which is considered a superior formation and Qian Long himself correctly identified the location of the Dragon Spot or Meridian spot, the concentration point for the Qi from the mountains. But, his tomb faces what is called a 'Death and Emptiness Line', which in simplistic terms is essentially an extremely inauspicious direction. As the mountain formation was superior, Qian Long's successor, Jia Qing, was able to reign for 20 years after Qian Long but his reign was not without problems. Subsequent Emperors proved to be poor performers who failed to ensure good burial tombs for themselves, thus, worsening the Feng Shui of the dynasty. It was discovered that when Qian Long's tomb was excavated, it was waterlogged. This is generally a sign that the tomb's Feng Shui is problematic. Feng Shui students who visit Qian Long's tomb are often surprised that an Emperor's tomb can have such a fundamental flaw, which just goes to show that even Emperors are not beyond bad Feng Shui. Whilst it was Destiny or Heaven's Will that led Nuerhachi to bury his grandfather in a place with a powerful Feng Shui formation that propelled the Manchus from mere tribe to Sons of Heaven, it was Feng Shui that helped the Empire go the distance of 12 generations, and Feng Shui that tipped the balance as the dynasty faced decline. Of course, political developments, socio-economic circumstances and world events played their role in the decline of the Qing Dynasty. I am by no means suggesting that Feng Shui is the be-all-and-end-all when it comes to shaping the course of events and history that have taken place in China. But the role of Feng Shui offers an alternative explanation of some of the critical events in China's history and a taster of the true power of Classical Feng Shui.



 Myths and More Myths By Joey Yap A call came in just as I had sat down; my secretary had not come in and so I did the only thing I could do - answered the call. Three in a photo and the middle will die.....what's that all about. My story begins shortly after I arrived from Melbourne. Now, Melbourne is a few hours ahead of Kuala Lumpur time, so I found myself awake at 6am and in the office by 7.30am hoping to get some work done at least. A call came in just as I had sat down: my secretary had not come in and s I did the only thing I could do - answered the call. I assumed that it must have been an overseas call since it was much too early for the average Malaysian. "Can I speak to Mr. Joey Yap, please?" a lady's pleasant voice on the phone greeted me. She sounded just a little surprised since she must have not thought anyone would have been there so early, much less to reach me personally. "I don't mean to bother you Joey, but I wanted to let you know that I have sent in my questions five times already and I still haven't gotten any answer." "Well Mrs. Tan, I get a large number of e-mails and sometimes, I may not be able to get around to answering them right away. But since you have me on the phone, why don't you tell me what the problem is." THE BIG PROBLEM I found out from her that her friend who is now a Feng Shui practitioner had come to have dinner at her home a couple of weeks ago. She had taken advantage of the situation and asked this person for free advice over dinner. Now she was a little bit worried over his comments about the Feng shui of her home. In addition to asking her to renovate her house extensively (hers was a Period 7 house), her friend had also pointed to a family portrait that hang in the wall and said that this "type" of photo was very bad feng Shui. As there were three people in the picture, the one in the middle would surely die. "I don't want my husband to die Joey!" she was naturally quite distraught and the emotions were quite apparent in her tone. Mrs. Tan had only one son and the family portrait was a simple one of their family. It would not have been so worse, she told me, if her friend hadn't ominously called three days later to warn her to take down the photo lest a tragedy befall the family. BATTLING MYTHS



 Even though she laughed it off at that point, the worry had left her with sleepless nights. Her husband had declared the feng Shui practitioner as a nuttier and ignored it completely. Still it plagued her after all, her husband know nothing about Feng Shui and its effects. "No wonder your husband is skeptic Mrs. Tan - with such absurd ideas floating about Feng Shui, I myself am starting to wonder where all of this coming from." I was a little irritated with the nonsensical nature of the while advice given. I explained further: "If this theory was true in any way, then we would not need guns and bombs, all we need to do is to have two people stand nest to your worst enemy and snap a picture of him or her. This person would be history before the photo was even developed if this theory was really so potent!" "Professional photographers would be professional assassins. They would be out of proper job." "Having said all of that Mrs. Tan, think back. Wasn't there at least ONE photo of three people where you were in the middle? Aren't you very much alive and calling me at 7.30am this Monday morning?" She paused for a moment on the phone...... "Yes", she said, "You are right there Joey. Why did I never even think of that?" She sounded relieved by the end of it and asked me more about upcoming Feng Shui classes. I also told her after looking at her house plans, that it was already well positioned to receive Period 8 Qi and no renovations were really needed.



Tapping into your good directions By Joey Yap Those who had a go at using the Life Gua system from last week’s article would probably have noticed a major dilemma, especially in homes with more than one resident and where certain areas are used together. Those who had a go at using the Life Gua system from last week’s article would probably have noticed a major dilemma, especially in homes with more than one resident and where certain areas are used together. To recap, the Life Gua system enables individuals to determine their personal favorable and unfavorable directions, based on the mathematical calculation using the year of their birth. You may have noticed that if two different persons from different direction groups share a house, the Life Gua method creates a dilemma. Let’s say from your Gua number, you know that you are part of the East group of



 directions but your housemate is part of the West group of directions. Which direction then should your main door face? Which person’s favorable direction should be given priority? What if you’re a husband and wife, each from different group of directions? Do you sleep in separate bedrooms? Or do you sleep in different directions on the matrimonial bed? Imagine a husband and wife having to sleep facing each other’s feet just to tap into their Favorable Directions at night! As I have said many times, feng shui does not make you do silly, frivolous or strange things in the name of Qi, as it were. It was not designed so that couples would have to sleep in separate rooms just to tap into their personal favorable directions. Inconsistencies and impractical outcomes such as the above do not stem from the system itself. The Life Gua system has its function and purpose within the broader Eight Mansions system. It does not mean the feng shui is nonsensical or Eight Mansions is a flawed system. Unfortunately, many people simply hear about the favorable and unfavorable personal directions part of Eight Mansions feng shui and assume that personal directions are the be all and end all of Eight Mansions, or even of feng shui. The House Gua Method The second component of the Eight Mansions system, the House Gua method is designed to be used in tandem with the Life Gua method. The Life Gua method enables us to understand the favorable and unfavorable personal directions of the individual while the House Gua system is designed to enable us to understand the favorable and unfavorable sectors of the house or property by enabling us to assess, through calculations, its Qi map. Sheng Qi, Tian Yi, Yan Nian and Fu Wei are the positive or favorable sectors, and Huo Hai, Liu Sha, Wu Gui and Jue Ming are the negative or unfavorable sectors. The Life Gua method is direction – based while the House Gua method is location – based. And the two go hand – in – hand because Eight Mansions, in essence, aims to match the house with the individual. Its goal is to combine the usage of the best sectors of the house with the individual’s best directions. The House Gua method us also best used to qualify forms – based observations made by the consultant. So, for example, a negative landform, such as a pylon



 or lamp post, in a certain sector may not be so bad if the sector that it affects is a favorable sector based on the House Gua method of calculating the Qi map of the house. Location and Direction in Eight Mansions The key to appreciating how the House Gua and Life Gua method are synergistic systems is to know the difference between location and direction. Location relates to the sector such as North, South, East or Southwest, while direction relates to the 360 degree of directions on the compass. In feng shui, the philosophy is to always be located in a good sector AND facing your good direction. But if you have to choose between being located in a good sector OR facing your good direction, always choose to be located in a good sector. Location yourself in a good sector means you can tap the beneficial Qi of the sector and your personal favorable direction. However, if you are located in a bad sector, you have no beneficial Qi to tap into from the sector and you can only make use of your personal favorable direction, which is limited in its benefits. For example, your personal favorable direction is East. You can face the East direction from any of the eight sectors within a property. Hence, it is best if you can locate yourself in a favorable sector (such as the Sheng Qi) and then face East in that sector. If, for some reason, you cannot face East in that sector, at least you can still benefit from the Sheng Qi in that sector. When the House Gua method is used especially in tandem with the Life Gua method, many of the problems or dilemmas posed by the Life Gua method alone no longer become problems. Thus, in a house where there is more than one resident or there are residents from East and West groups, there is no issue of having to favour one resident over the another, or do silly things like sleep in different directions on the same bed or different rooms in the case of couples. Instead, the residents all make use of the favorable sectors of the house collectively, and then, where possible, fine – tune the feng shui further by facing their personal favorable directions.



 Using the House Gua Method To use the House Gua method, you must first be able to ascertain the facing direction of your house. This is quite easy; you can do it with a simple compass and taking the direction of the house based on the direction it has been built to face. Once you have obtained the facing direction, check against the diagram above to see which one of the eight types of houses in Eight Mansions feng shui corresponds with yours. If your house faces South, you have a Kan house. If it faces West, you have a Zhen house. There are a few ways to use the House Gua method. First, see if your main door is located in any of the positive sectors. You should also check if your bedroom is located in a positive sector. The kitchen is the only exception to the rule: this should be located in a negative sector. What do you do if you don’t have a bedroom or main door in any of the positive sectors and you cannot relocate it? An easy way is to benefit from the Qi in those positive sectors is simply to make use of those areas more. Place your activity room or your television or Playstation there and spend more time in those areas. Beyond House and Life Gua The idea behind Eight Mansions is that each house has a unique energy pattern and the goal is to try to match the house with the residents. This seems to suggest that the entire system boils down to eight types of houses and eight types of people. But remember, in feng shui there is always the Yin and the Yang aspects and that everything has a static and dynamic component to it. Yes, there may be only eight types of houses, but the permutations when it comes to the macro environment and the natural external forms around the area are endless. Also, the interior of a property makes a difference in terms of how two houses facing the same direction can direct, channel and tap into Qi. For example, House A facing North might have a negative environmental formation that affects its main door, which House B, also facing North, does not have. House B therefore is better able to tap the Qi in the environment compared to House A. Or House A facing North might have a negative environmental feature inside the house, such as a pillar in front of the main door, or a beam over the main door, which House B does not have. House A obviously has a problem with Qi collection. Hence House A and House



 B, whilst both facing the same direction, will receive, collect and circulate Qi very differently. The House Gua and Life Gua methods are only starting points of Eight Mansions feng shui. It goes much deeper with techniques like the Palace vs Star method and, of course, there is the added component of time calculations that feature in Eight Mansions feng shui. Nonetheless, for most feng shui hobbyists and enthusiasts looking to make use of feng shui themselves, these two methods, in particular the House Gua system, are excellent ways to bring a little positive feng shui into your life, without the need for substantial renovations or at great cost.



Simple ways to get started By Joey Yap When it comes to Feng Shui, it is simply not possible to over-state the importance of the external macro environment, i.e. the formation of mountains and rivers in the vicinity of your home or property. While conducting some courses on Feng Shui and BaZi in Canada recently, many of the participants told me how surprised they were that Feng Shui was so straightforward. Many of them had, in the past, found their study or attempts to practice Feng Shui complicated by an uncertainty over a very simple yet fundamental question: when you Feng Shui a house, what do you focus on first? Perhaps it is the result of information overdose but many people often have no idea where to start. If you want to Feng Shui your house yourself, what should you be looking at? Think Environment, Forms and Qi When it comes to Feng Shui, it is simply not possible to over-state the importance of the external macro environment, i.e. the formation of mountains and rivers in the vicinity of your home or property. A good Classical Feng Shui practitioner will always look at these natural features, known as Landforms (Luan Tou) or Forms, before he or she evaluates the Feng Shui of the property. These Forms dictate the quality and type of Qi that influences the area and property. In addition to the Forms, which determine if there is positive or negative Qi in the area or if the Qi flow is somehow being blocked or repelled, formulas must always be considered. Formulas, which are techniques and calculations for determining the energy map of an area or the property, help to qualify the Forms, assess the quality of Qi and



 provide a fuller picture of the Feng Shui situation. Finally, when it comes to the property itself, Classical Feng Shui practitioners will always zero in on the three most important factors: the Main Door, the Kitchen and the Bedroom , which are known as “Yang Zhai San Yao”. In fact, when it comes to evaluating the property itself, without looking at the macro environment and the formulas, these are the three areas that should be given priority. Why is it that only the Main Door, the Kitchen and the Bedroom are considered important? As I have said in the past, Feng Shui is very practical and logical.



 The Main Door is given significant priority because this is the entrance to the house, for the residents of the property and for the Qi. The Main Door is considered the Qi Mouth of a home. Accordingly, it is extremely important to make sure that you have a good Main Door as this will go some way towards ensuring you have good Qi entering the property. The Main Door is considered the primary reference point in any system of Classical Feng Shui. The Kitchen is where food is prepared and so is also extremely important. Food is what nourishes us and gives us energy and strength to go about our endeavours. Hence, the Kitchen should be located in a suitable sector, so as to ensure the vibrant health of the residents. Finally, the bedroom is where we spend time resting and sleeping. Out of 24 hours a day, most people spend between 6-8 hours in their bedroom. As such, it is important that the bedroom is located in a place that is conducive for rest, recovery and sleep with stable and rejuvenating Qi. If you can look at nothing else, make sure that the above three factors are well taken care of and you would have taken some important positive steps towards improving the Feng Shui of your property. Applying simple Feng Shui For the average person, evaluating the external macro environment and Landforms is not something they can do or, for that matter, should be expected to be able to do without some expert help. So if you want to Feng Shui-It-Yourself, what then can you do? Look at the house itself in tandem with a simple formula-based assessment of the three important factors: the Main Door, the Kitchen and the Bedroom. The technique is known as the Life Gua Method, which is derived from a system of Feng Shui known as Eight Mansions or BaZhai. It is premised on the theory that every individual is imprinted with certain energies at the time of his or her birth, based on the planetary influences and magnetic fields exerting an effect on the Earth. These energies are unlocked or maximised when used in tandem with certain directions. A simple analogy would be to see the Life Gua as your personal radio frequency and the directions as the antenna that enables you to ‘tune into’ that frequency. I have selected the Life Gua Method because firstly, it is a safe method with minimal negative side effects, even if applied incorrectly.



 Secondly, it is quite an easy to use and usually brings about a modest improvement. Thirdly, it is a system of Feng Shui that produces very steady improvements, and thus is suitable for people residing long-term in a property. Begin with your year of birth. Add the two last digits together. For example 1968 = 6 + 8 = 14. Then reduce to a single digit by adding them together: 1 + 4 = 5. If you are female add 5 i.e. 5 + 5 = 10, and reduce it to a single digit: 1 + 0 = 1. so your personal Gua number is 1. If you are male, subtract the number from 10. For example, 10 – 5 = 5. Reduce to a single digit and your personal Gua is 5. If your personal Gua happens to be 5, you assign the number 8 for females and number 2 for males as there is no number 5 in the Gua table. Once you have found your Gua number, match it to either the East Group or the West Group directions table below. From here, you can derive your personal Favourable and Unfavourable Directions. Each of these directions is not just merely ‘favourable’ or ‘unfavourable’. There are specific types of energies in each direction, which are suitable for a specific use or function. For example, the Sheng Qi direction taps into Life Generating Qi, suitable for increasing work performance and vitality, while the Tian Yi direction taps into healing energy that is favourable for health or rejuvenation. The Yan Nian direction is all about communications and interpersonal relationships while the Fu Wei direction is best used for calming, peaceful and relaxing activities, such as mediation, personal cultivation or just a good night’s sleep. Let’s take an example to give you an idea of how to make use of the Life Gua Method. For example, a female born in 1957 will have a Gua number of 8. She belongs to the West Group of Directions, thus her Favourable Directions are South West, North West, West and North East. Her personal Unfavourable Directions are South, North, East and South East. How then do you apply this information to your property? One way is to check to see if your Main Door taps into any one of your Personal Favourable Directions. You can also make use of this system in the bedroom, by making sure that your bed headboard faces one of your Personal Favourable Directions. The Life Gua Method is not by any means, the most powerful form of Feng Shui you can use, nor is it the only method. It is also has some qualifications and limitations, especially for properties with more than one resident, which I will talk about next week.



 Different schools, same goal By Joey Yap It is rare to find a person these days who doesn’t know something about feng shui or ‘Wind and Water’ as so many people are apt to associate it with. It is rare to find a person these days who doesn’t know something about feng shui or ‘Wind and Water’ as so many people are apt to associate it with. In fact, what public knowledge there is about feng shui simply scratches the surface of an incredibly deep and profoundly sophisticated practice. The universe of feng shui goes deep beyond and far further than just wind chimes and money frogs. It has systems and schools that extend far beyond Flying Star Feng Shui and Eight Mansions feng shui, the two systems that most people are familiar with. It is much more than just tapping into the energies to improve your love life or help you get a promotion – indeed, at its most powerful, feng shui can create emperors, and give birth to empires. In this article, I would like to share with you the depth of knowledge that feng shui encompasses, how it leads to and is inter-linked with other Chinese Metaphysical subjects.



Schools of Feng Shui To begin to understand feng shui, one must first be aware of how it came about. Briefly, feng shui originally began as a science of selecting burial grounds, what is known today as Yin House Feng Shui. It also wasn’t even known as feng shui, back



 then. It was known as Kan Yu. The name feng shui only came into use in the Qing Dynasty. And while it is an ancient metaphysical science, it is not really THAT old. By most documentary evidence, it is around 1200 years old and is really thought to only have gained ground and achieved its renaissance period during the Tang Dynasty. Essentially, feng shui can be separated into two main schools. Before I delve into the two schools of feng shui proper, I must first dispel this long-standing error on the two main schools of feng shui. It is common today to see books referring to a Compass School and a Forms School of feng shui. While it is indeed true that there are two main schools of feng shui, they are certainly not distinguished in this manner. All feng shui systems have a core set of principles and theories that are similar: for example, they all refer to the Five Elements, they all take into account the Four Factors of Residents, Time, Location and Direction. And, they all use a Compass or Luo Pan. And all schools and systems of feng shui involve taking into consideration the landform. Accordingly, it is incorrect to separate feng shui systems as either being part of the Compass School or the Forms School. In actual fact, feng shui systems are separated according to whether or not they fall in to the Li Qi School, or the Forms School. Li Qi School focuses on the calculation of Qi through formulas. The Forms School focuses on observation of the physical environment (or landforms) to ascertain the Qi in the area. The more technical terms for Li Qi and Forms Schools are San Yuan School of Feng Shui or the San He School of Feng Shui respectively. San Yuan and San He are what we call the founding schools of feng shui. They are like the Oxford and Cambridge of feng shui. San Yuan and San He Systems The San Yuan system (San Yuan means Three Cycles) is a mathematical model of the BaGua that is used to calculate the quality of Qi through time. In San Yuan, Qi is thought to be dynamic but cyclical in nature. All is in a constant state of flux, but within the flux, there are patterns and trends. With San Yuan, the objective is to ascertain which point in time is what Qi at its optimum and make use of those energies. San Yuan involves updating one’s Feng Shui to keep up with the Qi cycle and adopting a dynamic approach to stay in tandem with the changing Qi. By contrast, San He (which means Three Harmony) focuses on the environment – the mountains, the rivers and the landforms - and looks to understand how the environment shapes and creates Qi. It is more focused on finding an optimal or strategic location in which to benefit from the Qi in the environment. San He recognises that Qi is dynamic and changes through the time but is premised on using the unchanging, or Yin, to counter the changing, or the Yang. Landform features, such as mountains and rivers, are considered permanent and unchanging through the times. San He systems do not look to adapt to the changing Qi cycle, but to insulate and outlast any unfavourable periods in the Qi cycle through superior



 landform. Both San Yuan and San He take into consideration the Time and Form factor. The difference between the two is the priority they accord to each of these two factors. San Yuan focuses more heavily on the Time factor, while San He focuses more on forms. From these two founding schools, newer systems have been developed. (Feng Shui is a highly dynamic field that is constantly being developed, even today.) The San Yuan system has many derivative sub-systems, such as Long Men Ba Ju (Dragon Gate Eight Formations), Xuan Kong (Time and Space School), Xuan Kong Da Gua (64 Hexagrams), Xuan Kong Fei Xing (Flying Stars) and Ba Zhai (Eight Mansions). Dragon Gate Eight Formations is based on the mathematical model of the Ba Gua and is a study of landform based on intricate calculations. It is, you could say, San Yuan’s answer to the San He Landform approach. It is premised on eight sets of Mountain and Water formations and is popular in Taiwan. Xuan Kong incorporates the North Dipper Stars into the mathematical model of the Ba Gua and integrates Landform with Star or Qi calculations. It has spawned two sub-schools of its own, Xuan Kong Da Gua or 64 Hexagrams and Xuan Kong Fei Xing or Flying Stars. In Xuan Kong Da Gua, the 64 Hexagrams are factored into the Time calculations and it is premised on understanding what is the Star that governs the particular period in time and the Qi pattern of that period, known collectively as the Period Luck (Yuan Yun). It is a highly precise and results orientated method. Xuan Kong Fei Xing or Flying Stars and Ba Zhai or Eight Mansions are also systems derived from San Yuan. These are two of the more popular Feng Shui systems used today, especially for Internal Feng Shui. In Flying Stars, a Qi map of the property is derived from calculations and then used to determine the quality of Qi in each sector of the home. Eight Mansions by contrast is about understanding the individual and unique Qi pattern of the House, and then matching the House to the Individual. A relatively recent addition to this family of systems is a new system known as Qi Men Dun Jia. It is a hybrid system that theoretically is not Feng Shui, but more of divination or scientific probability. It is mainly used for highly advanced time selection, such as choosing the right time to install a cure or remove a structure. Which is better? I prefer not to pursue the debate of which is best, because this is something that has caused the development of feng shui to be stymied for years. As modern students of feng shui, the focus, I believe, should not be what is best but what works



 in the given circumstances. In any case, ultimately, both San Yuan and San He have common denominators – they all agree that the factor of Time must always be considered and that Landforms cannot be ignored. They are both premised on a mathematical model of the Ba Gua, both make use of the Five Element theory and both are firmly rooted in the concept of Yin and Yang. And both San Yuan and San He have one goal in common: the best way to harness Qi in the environment to support one’s goals and objectives in life.



Master, show me the money By Joey Yap An unfortunate by-product of the increased public awareness and knowledge of feng shui is the creation of the mentality that feng shui is all about the money and nothing else. An unfortunate by-product of the increased public awareness and knowledge of feng shui is the creation of the mentality that feng shui is all about the money and nothing else. From the waving cat you're supposed to position on your cash register to money frogs under your table, from so-called trade secrets of specific feng shui lineages to highsounding get-rich feng shui formulas, society is getting fed a barrage of information centred around how to get rich using feng shui. Of course, the fact that many well-known Asian tycoons in Hong Kong and Taiwan make use of feng shui helps to perpetuate this view that feng shui is about making millionaires. It is human nature to want wealth. And certainly, there is nothing wrong with a person wanting to have more money in life or aspiring to be rich. Let's face it, who wants to aspire to poverty? But the problem with this perception is that it has made people vulnerable to what are sometimes very outrageous claims, which bear very little semblance to feng shui. At the elementary and fairly harmless level, it encourages superstitious practices and creates false hopes for people. Sometimes, though, it can get to a serious and dangerous level. I have heard of practitioners who claim to possess secret Water Dragon formulas



 that will turn the average individual into a billionaire and who charge hefty fees for the formula. Many people do not know that these ‘secret' Water Dragon formulas are cheaply and freely available in a Chinese bookstore! The real cause for concern is the implementation of these formulas, which some practitioners have boiled down to as simple a task as digging a drain around your house, entering at a certain direction and exiting at a certain direction. Making a Water Dragon is not that simple. For starters, it cannot be ‘made' with a drain. It has to be a natural formation in the land, with real water, not what comes out of the kitchen or drains out during a storm. Also, instead of enhancing the feng shui of the property, this kind of ‘man-made' Water Dragon can, in some cases, create negative qi in the form of ‘Cutting Feet Water', which can have detrimental outcomes on the health of the occupants. Instead of becoming billionaires, they may end up with financial woes or health issues. True meaning of wealth in feng shui During my annual talk on the feng shui and astrology for the year, I outline the Flying Star chart for the year. I also provide pointers on what is generically referred to as the ‘Wealth Sector'. For many people, this translates to the ‘making money' sector. In fact, in feng shui Flying Star terminology, there is no such term as ‘Wealth Sector' or ‘Wealth Qi'. Instead, there is something called ‘Wang Qi'. When translated, it means ‘Prosperous Qi'. In the Eight Mansions feng shui system, which is where the personal favorable directions are derived, there is no reference to a ‘Wealth' direction either. Rather, Eight Mansions talks about the ‘Sheng Qi' or ‘Life Generating Qi'. However, this too, has been assumed as being synonymous with ‘Wealth Luck'. Even from the days of the Tang Dynasty, the true concept behind feng shui has never been only about money. It is about prosperity and prospering. Prosperity is a term that most Chinese people today associate with wealth. But that is far from what prosperity is all about. Prosperity is about good health, functioning at the top of your game, good relationships, enjoying peace and bliss and having good opportunities. In feng shui, the goal is to place the individuals in a natural environment that is supportive of their personal growth and, above all, is a comfortable, energizing and healthy place to live in. When the individuals are healthy, when they are thinking and acting at their most alert state, they are able to see opportunities, capitalize on opportunities and fulfill their potential, which includes making more money or achieving great wealth.



 Feng Shui's role, first and foremost, is to make the home (or the office) a place where the individuals can function at their best – emotionally, physically and mentally. When all these are taken care of, the person will naturally prosper, do well in life and make money. Myth of aquariums and money fish If you study the ancient classics on feng shui, you will find that the techniques and formulas are mainly focused on collecting qi, qi flow, bringing the qi into the right parts of the home and keeping negative qi at bay. There is nothing about flowerhorn fish, arowana, gold fish, money frogs or aquariums. Feng shui practitioners do sometimes advise clients on the placement of aquariums in certain sectors of their homes. But this has absolutely NOTHING to do with the aquariums or the fish inside the aquariums helping to transform their owners into billionaires. The placement of aquariums makes use of the principles from the ‘Book of Burial' that ‘Qi is dispersed by the wind and gathers at the boundaries of Water'. By placing Water (in the form of an aquarium) at specific areas in the house, the feng shui consultant is looking to collect qi in certain sectors. As for the fish, they are simply placed in the aquarium to, firstly prevent the aquarium from looking out of place in the home or the office and, secondly, to keep the Water active. You must first be, before you can have A responsible feng shui consultant does not automatically tweak every client’s house to create wealth opportunities. Why? Because the fact is that not every client needs to have their wealth opportunities enhanced or is suited for such an approach. In a feng shui consultation, the BaZi of the client must always be considered. A person’s BaZi reveals his or her Destiny of Heaven Luck. It reveals what the person can have, and cannot have, in this lifetime. It also provides a clear indication to the feng shui consultant as to the nature of problems the person is facing at that point in time, be there health, relationship, wealth or career issues. If a person is not destined to be a billionaire, no amount of feng shui can turn him into a billionaire although it may help to improve his wealth-generating potential within the limits of his destiny. If the person already has a lot of wealth in his chart, giving him more via his feng shui can be detrimental. In feng shui, there is saying that too much wealth deteriorates the health. If a person already has strong Wealth in his BaZi chart, enhancing the wealth aspects of his feng shui might just end up making him sick or creating problems for him as a result of too much wealth. If feng shui was only about money, then the world’s richest men (on the Forbes



 500 list) should all be feng shui masters. But that is not the case. Feng shui is a practice of improving your life and quality of living by tapping into the qi of the environment, within the playing field that you have been given, based on your life capacity. Keep this in mind and you will understand the true possibilities of feng shui.



Missing Sector and Work Types By Joey Yap Basic knowledge in the 'Ba Gua', or the Eight Trigrams, can give us a lot of information about a building. How the Qi in a property affects the occupants and the nature of the work in a property. Basic knowledge in the 'Ba Gua' or the Eight Trigrams, can give us a lot of information about a building. When Lisa was looking for a new office block for her beauty salon, one of the potential properties had a damages Southeast corner, being speared by external negative features. This fact alone was a big disadvantage to Lisa. Firstly, her Gua number was 4 ('Xun' Gua), and the Southeast sector is the 'palace' for this Gua. Secondly, her work involved a lot of creativity, beauty, and communications. These are the qualities represented by the star 4 Green. You see every 'star' (body of Qi) in a property has a corresponding 'palace' in one of the eight sectors. When a palace is damaged or missing. The quality of the star it governs is affected. Certain stars are crucial for certain kinds of work, people, and characteristics. STAR INFLUENCES IN SECTORS For example, a PR and Advertising Firm should pay special attention to the Southeast and South sectors. A negative feature (like sharp jagged roofs) outside these sectors can damage the quality of the corresponding stars (4 and 9) and subsequently affects creativity, relationship building and communication. In such a case, this PR Firm may develop a bad reputation due to client miscommunication. The Creative Team will also find it hard to generate good ideas and sell them to their clients. A Law Firm, on the other hand, would of course require the Qi of the star 3. Therefore it is essential that such premises do not have a missing East sector



 and 'see' external 'Sha' at that point. A Chinese medicine shop draws on the qualities of the star 2 (Southwest sector) because it involves healing. Writers will find it hard to work in a property with damaged or missing Southeast and North sectors, while politicians and judges, for example, should check on the Northwest sector. NOTEWORTHY Do note that a person's Gua number does NOT mean that he has the related qualities. Being Gua 1 person does not mean that a person should become a researcher of a tour guide. The Star numbers that I am referring to above refers instead to how the Qi in a property affects the occupants of the property. Make a short list of the nature of your work. Then inspect the condition of the corresponding sector. This is one simple way to assess if your building is supporting (or hindering) your job. FENG SHUI FORECAST FOR MARCH 2006 Flying Stars March 6 - April 4 Beneficial Areas North • • • • • •



Celebrations and happy events Possible career advancement Increase in business revenue Lucrative financial gains Gus #8 and #2 people will fare better Focus on real estate and property ventures



Southwest • • • •



Possible joint ventures and business deals Recognition at work Businesses in the travel industry will do well Gua #6 and Gua #7 people will rewarded for their hard work



Problem Areas Southeast • • • •



Disputes and arguments, legal problems likely A separation is possible in extreme cases Do not sign legal documents in the SE area Negligence could result in financial losses



 East • •



Pregnant ladies should avoid this sector Possible gastrointestinal problem



West • • •



Stress-related headaches Potential of head injury Communication problems for senior managers



Northwest • • •



Ladies should have a thorough medical check-up Accidents or injuries to the limbs and feet High-risk ventures could result in financial loss



Northeast •



Expert intense competition at work or business



Love Matters South •



Couples looking to get married should use this sector



Southwest •



Good relationship luck especially for Gua #6 and #7 people



Academic Matters Southwest •



Good for academic endeavors



The myth behind lineage By Joey Yap With a booming demand for classical feng shui services and knowledge all over the world, the business of feng shui is becoming more and more competitive. With a booming demand for classical Feng Shui services and knowledge all over the world, the business of Feng Shui is becoming more and more competitive. Naturally, Hong Kong and Taiwan, the main source of much of today's knowledge in classical Feng Shui, are where some of the most intense competition is being felt. In the past, subtle marketing tactics were used, but this has changed more



 recently. In attempting to draw and attract clients or pupils these days, the latest tactic used by some practitioners is to play the lineage card. For as much success as the respective practitioners may have had with this approach, it has led to even more confusion for the men in the streets or the innocent users of classical feng shui. In fact, I get lots of questions on this very subject and considering the hype surrounding it, many of you may rightly be wondering, what is a "lineage" and what bearing does this have when you look for a qualified Feng Shui Practitioner or when you seek to delve deeper into learning classical Feng Shui?



The Stuff of Kung Fu Movies The concept of a lineage has been popularized not so much by Feng Shui Masters but by Chinese Kung Fu movies. Those of you who are fans of these movies will know how the story usually progresses. It's a familiar scene: the dying Master usually summons forth his most loyal pupil or perhaps his most talented pupil and in a shabby hut, mossy cave or dark dank valley, hands over a blue covered book or withered scroll, containing 'the great secret' of techniques, or teachings. After a few muttered cryptic lines that are key to deciphering 'the great secret', the old Master dies. Of course, if you notice, all these movies are set about 400 years in the past, where being a student meant you really were a disciple who would follow your sifu around for half your life and doing lots of chores for him with the hope of being taught on the job. Today, the concept of 'indoor disciples' is rare. Feng Shui education, like any other form of education, is about paying fees and attending lectures! It has become a free-market practice. And those blue covered books containing 'the great secret' are freely available at the corner Chinese



 book store. As for the cryptic lines that are the key to deciphering 'the great secret', most reputable Masters who teach and practice are quite happy to 'reveal all' to paying students. Feng Shui Genealogy Naturally, Feng Shui also has its own lineages - this is true. Some lineages are extensive and can be traced back quite accurately. So, it is always more impressive to belong to a reputable Feng Shui lineage - at least this is perceived to add creditability to the master's knowledge and skills. However, fast forward to today's modern world and you will find the term lineage has been used a little too loosely and flagrantly. It is an open secret that feng shui lineage can so easily be created and simply no one will suspect or question the origins of a lineage if a practitioner claims he has decades of experience by virtue of his age. Intentionally or unintentionally, the significance of lineage has been overblown when in fact lineage is the weakest consideration in the selection of a Feng Shui teacher or a Feng Shui service provider. And just like some of the more exciting Kung Fu movies, you will hear of some of these Feng Shui practitioners claiming to be the sole lineage holder who has the 'secret' scripts passed down from their Masters who handed it to them just before they breathed their last. It's all very stirring and enthralling, but sadly, this is not always the true fact of the case. What constitutes a Lineage? If they really are of a particular lineage, they should be able to trace their roots of knowledge back to the original Ming or Qing Dynasty. That is what is known as a lineage. Simply being able to name one or two teachers you studied with is not what is traditionally referred to as a reputable and an authentic Feng Shui lineage. And furthermore, if you are a lineage holder, which ancient Feng Shui classics are you referring to? For example, student of the Wu Chang school of Feng Shui would have references to the original classical texts written by Great Grand Master Shen Zhu Reng and the founder of the lineage, Zhang Zhung Shan. Some Feng Shui practitioners today even claim their decades of experience constitutes a lineage. This is not accurate, a proper system of lineage goes back hundreds of years and not only do the lineage carriers document all their cases, they also make it a point to document what works and what doesn't in practicing their system. In the present environment where anyone with gray hair can claim to be a lineage holder, it's important to verify their claims. If gray hair was a testament to grand lineage, then all the residents of the local old folks homes might very well be lineage holders as well! Attending a class or a course with a Feng Shui school is not equivalent to being a lineage holder either. In today's environment of study and teaching, it is more likely that you paid a fair course fee to undertake a Feng Shui course with a Feng Shui practitioner or Master. Like any university or college you may have attended, you are a student of that school. You do not gain a lineage by attending a particular class; you merely receive certification or accreditation for



 having taken the course. A clear distinction needs to be made between the lineage concept and that of studying with a particular school or Feng Shui Master, otherwise, the lines become blurred and the layperson is easily misled by all this talk of inherited knowledge. Another marketing tool? Lineage today is partly a romanticized concept, but mostly, it's a marketing tool that is often used a bit too loosely to gain some commercial advantage. Though it may be reassuring to know that a Feng Shui practitioner is from a certain reputable lineage, the number of authentic lineages in the study of classical Feng Shui is actually quite few. The layperson may not always be aware of this, so don't always take it at face value when a Feng Shui practitioner claims to be of a certain lineage - ask him or her, politely and respectfully, the roots of his or her lineage. Who are their teachers? Who taught their teachers? Do they have the exact lineage tree? Does Lineage Translate to Superior Knowledge? Assuming that your Feng Shui consultant or your Master is an authentic lineage holder - are they better than or more superior to consultants who are not lineage holders? Well, the answer is NO, not necessarily so. Much depends on the individual himself - whether he himself is good enough to make the most out of the knowledge offered by his lineage. To put it more precisely, lineage can only be taken as one of the positive reference points for a Master but certainly not a deciding factor for making your decision to hire the services of that feng shui Master. The decisive factor is whether or not the feng shui skills of the Master work, whether his feng shui knowledge is sound, authentic (traceable to classical texts), practical, useful, effective and beneficial to the clients. The significance of lineage should therefore not be over exaggerated. Lineage means nothing if the practitioner himself is not good enough. Clan Mentality - a barrier to knowledge Obsession to lineage can also be a barrier to knowledge or an obstacle to learning. Their devotion and single-minded focus on only the texts of that one particular lineage, can sometimes lead to a dogmatic approach and ignorance of the effective techniques and theories of other schools of Feng Shui. For example, in the olden days, there was much debate over whether the San He school of Feng Shui was more effective or the San Yuan school of Feng Shui produced more measurable results. This resulted in both schools missing the obvious point - why not apply the theories from each other's school and achieve even more exceptional results? Devotion to lineage and fixation with the supremacy of their own theories lead to a lack of development in looking for methods to combine the theories effectively. In today's learning environment, a lineage approach can prove to be a limitation in truly gaining effective knowledge in Feng Shui. Yes, it may be reassuring to learn from an authentic lineage holder in that it is a testament to the quality of the knowledge you receive. From a consulting point of view, however, it can be limiting and restrictive. If in today's world, computer programmers cannot simply



 learn one programming language, why should the expectations of Feng Shui be any different? In today's world, the more effective practitioners and teachers in Hong Kong and Taiwan are those who have studied multiple schools or systems of Feng Shui, Bazi and other Chinese Metaphysics studies. A professional practitioner is one who can integrate different systems, different schools and different practices in his work without conflict. It goes without saying that expectations of loyalty to a certain lineage are a thing of the past. Today, students who learn Feng Shui are fee-paying students. They are not beholden to the Master or the school for anything. Again, let us look at a modern educational context. A person can be a proponent of Keynesian economics, but does that mean they forsake all other economic theories? How can there be growth and development in any science, if the dogmatic approach is maintained? Indeed, how can we know if one theory or approach is more superior to another, if we know nothing about the opposing theory? So we come back to the question: does this lineage stuff matter? Does the pedigree of your Feng Shui master matter? After all, Deng Xiao Peng once said, it doesn't matter if the cat is black or white, as long as it catches mice. First, if you intend to pay for pedigree, then you should make sure that you are getting a pedigree. Researching and establishing a master's pedigree is important if you intend to learn and study from the person based on his or her claim of lineage, or if you are paying premium to this person purely for this claim. Having said that, the concept of lineage may not be applicable in today's teaching and learning atmosphere. Study all that the various schools of Feng Shui have to offer and apply that which is relevant to a particular situation should an individual school not have a technique to cope with a unique Feng Shui requirement, look to the other schools who may have a workable solution. That is what I try and emphasize to my students in the courses that I teach all over the world. If you are hiring a consultant, it is may be part of the considerations to ask questions on lineage, but perhaps it is more relevant to ascertain what systems of Feng Shui he/she practices and how well he/she knows those systems. In practice, Feng Shui consultants cannot afford to be pigeon-holed by lineage either. Feng Shui Consultants provide a service - we trouble-shoot for clients, solve their problems and help them achieve their goals. To rely on one method alone to achieve this aim is simply not practical or feasible any more. A good practitioner is one who can integrate different systems, different schools and different practices in his work without conflict.



It’s a Science, not a Religion By Joey Yap This may come as a surprise to many people, but feng shui actually has absolutely nothing to do with religion nor does it have any religious components to it. This may come as a surprise to many people, but feng shui actually has absolutely nothing to do with religion nor does it have any religious components



 to it. It is important to talk about these misconceptions because many people have reservations or are negative about feng shui because they perceive it to carry some negative connotations. Firstly, there are people who see feng shui as a cult practice, as it seems to involve being part of a following or having to ‘believe' or have faith in order for it to work. For many people, this concept of feng shui suggests the need to change one's faith or accept another faith. Thus, feng shui and their personal faith are not reconcilable. Secondly, there are people who see feng shui as paganistic. As a result of excessive commercialism, feng shui has been perceived as a practice that requires ‘worshipping' wealth objects, placing items around one's home and placing one's faith entirely in an item to resolve one's problems in life, or bring luck in life. Of course, this is not reconcilable with a person's faith, especially if those object s are seemingly derived from a specific religion like Buddhism or Taoism or involve using symbols from these religions. For those who are non-religious, this implies the need to insert some religious overtones in their life, which they do not find acceptable. Thirdly, there are people who have a profound discomfort with something that is ritualistic in nature. Therefore, the perception of feng shui as something that involves chanting, doing love rituals, love chants or using mirrors to reflect energies off a person or object is a big turn-off to many level-headed, practical people. The truth is, Classical Feng Shui is none of the above. How ‘feng shui' became a religion? How, then, did religious overtones creep into feng shui? Like all classical sciences, it has suffered from a case of ‘lost in translation'. The rush to popularize feng shui has led to some creative interpretation, to say the least. A good example of how a non-religious science has become ‘corrupted' into a religious, cultish and paganistic practice can be seen in the innocuous Bagua mirror. In the old days, where technology was less advanced, Bagua mirrors were made from brass. So when a feng shui consultant wanted to introduce an element of Metal into an area, he would advise the client to place a mirror in the area; not because it was a Bagua mirror but it was made of brass, which is a metal



 element. Somewhere along the way, the Bagua mirror became less about the brass and more about the reflection. By the time the new millennium rolled around, the Bagua mirror had become a magical amulet for reflecting bad luck. So something that was not meant to have a religious significance in its original application, somehow, over the years, became religious. Another reason why feng shui is seen as ‘religious' is the use of cures. You know, put a five-layer pagoda in the five yellow star and bye-bye problems. Want to get rid of some bad qi? How about a crystal in your West corner? The obsession with curing everything negative under the sun through trinkets has contributed substantially to the ‘religious flavour' that feng shui has acquired, especially since many of these objects are based on Buddhist or Taoism symbols. These objects have nothing to do with collecting karma points or, at least, no significance in the Classical Feng Shui sense. Think about it – how can an object in itself change the course of your fortunes? Over the years, quite a number of spiritual masters and part-time mediums have also doubled-up as feng shui masters and so, feng shui and religious practices as well as ghostbusting activities have somehow became inter-related. Sadly, this image of feng shui being synonymous with religious practices, as well as ghostbusting, still stick in some people's mind. It is a combination of these reasons that some people think feng shui is related to Buddhism or Taoism or some form of Chinese religion or practice. It is not. It has its roots in the philosophy of Yin and Yang, which also happens to have some crossover with Taoism. There is neither God nor spirits in feng shui, just the natural environment. Many theories and practices relating to Chinese medicine, martial arts, health, religion and science overlap – almost all are premised on the backbone principles of Yin and Yang and the Five Elements. So while the Bagua does have some application in Taoism, it is ALSO a mathematical model used to calculate and ascertain different types of energy patterns in feng shui. The faithful facts of feng shui Feng Shui is a science – it is a clear methodology based on the principles of Yin and Yang, the Five Elements and the use of direction to tap into qi, which is simply the natural energies found in the environment. Feng Shui has clear theory and basic principles, all documented in classical texts



 going back to the Tang Dynasty such as the Green Satchel Classics, Purple White Scripts, Entering Earth Eye and empirical evidence, outlined in various other classical texts. Classical Feng Shui, as explained in all the ancient texts written from the Tang Dynasty to the Ming Dynasty, does not contain any religious element, any reference to placing your faith in an object or symbol, and certainly doesn't require you to chant anything or flash mirrors in people's faces. In Classical Feng Shui, the use of cures is highly restricted and always related to the Five Elements – Metal, Fire, Water, Earth and Wood. Most of the time, there's nothing to put in the house and no special colors to paint. In Classical Feng Shui, the best cure is using natural qi through alignment, changing directions or making use of strategic positions of your house, office, room, bed or desk. Feng Shui is about using space and land, making use of what is natural, what is readily available from your environment. It is up to you to think who make the energies; God, a higher being part of the natural universe, or whatever you are comfortable with. The key point here is that feng shui is really about making use of natural energies that already exist in the environment.



In this day and age, it is perhaps more relevant for people to see feng shui as a technology (which is applied science) rather than a pure science. It affords a means in which to improve one's quality of life, health, wealth and even relationships. It is the science of ensuring that one's home or office is located in an area with a living environment that supports one's personal goals and endeavors. I am not suggesting that people who are into crystals, space clearing, dousing or the ‘alternative' practices are in any way wrong or misguided. Or that it is wrong to believe or accept such practices. Rather, I want to make it clear that these practices are not what could be called Classical Feng Shui. Similarly, if you are told that bringing feng shui in your life involves worshipping an inanimate object, placing your faith in a pile of trinkets or living your life in constant fear of shifting even a stick of furniture in your house lest you ‘upset the



 energies', then this is not Classical Feng Shui as practiced since the Tang Dynasty. Classical Feng Shui involves using directions to tap into the prevailing qi of the environment, which stems from the Mountains and Rivers. Classical Feng Shui always makes reference to the Time Factor, the Residents, the Directions and Location of the property. Practices that incorporate these elements along with spiritual rituals, chanting or object placement are not considered Classical Feng Shui. Feng Shui is culturally neutral, non-religious in nature and does not require you to compromise your principles or faith. Using feng shui is about benefiting yourself, helping yourself and making use of the energies that already exist in nature, not changing or compromising your beliefs in God. As long as we keep religion and feng shui separate, each can co-exist peacefully in our life.



To DIY or not to DIY ... By Joey Yap The Do-It-Yourself trend has become so popular these days that it has even extended to feng shui. The Do-It-Yourself trend has become so popular these days that it has even extended to feng shui. With a large number of books on the market designed to enable Do It Yourself feng shui, it is no surprise that many people decide to have a go themselves, before bringing in a professional. I am in favour of DIY feng shui but to a modest and limited degree. After all, we have over-the-counter medicines but that doesn't mean you can buy a book and do brain surgery on yourself. It is the same with feng shui, where there is often danger of misinterpretation of theories, caused by the rush to simplify feng shui for popular consumption. Nobody undertakes a DIY project unless it is simple enough to actually DIY. But the problem is, over simplification sometimes results in literally doing the wrong thing. As a writer of books on feng shui, I know it is not easy to show people how to engage in DIY feng shui. The writer needs to provide as complete a picture as possible on the theory, without confusing the reader or making it complicated. You've also got to absolutely make sure that it is applicable by everyone, not just those with a measure of feng shui knowledge, and that even if the reader makes a mistake or does something wrong, there is a minimal risk of negative



 implications. In other words, safety always comes first. How NOT to Do It Yourself A good example is a recent consultation I undertook for a businessman. The gentleman in question was an avid feng shui enthusiast and quite well-read on the subject, but he had never taken any formal classes in it. Despite that, he was keen to ‘tinker' with his office feng shui and so when he moved into a new office, he decided to do the feng shui himself. Upon visiting his office for the consultation, I immediately saw what the problem was. The office itself had been partitioned into a very strange shape, leaving many awkward angles. The desks were haphazardly positioned, making movement very difficult. Very Picasso-inspired but, frankly, a feng shui disaster zone. I informed the client that he was likely facing revenue problems, tension in the office, colleagues not getting along with each other, team in-fighting, office politics galore, projects at a standstill and senior staff leaving by the truckloads. Quite simply, it was a case of the enthusiast having misinterpreted the basics of Eight Mansions Feng Shui. Big Picture Feng shui is accessed and applied on two levels – internally and externally. The external environment influences about 70% of the feng shui of your property. The remaining 30% is a result of the internal feng shui in your property. In feng shui, we are always concerned with determining what is in the environment that surrounds the property, such as mountains and rivers, before we concern ourselves with how the inside of the property is laid out. My business client had the right approach when he used the Eight Mansions Feng Shui to adjust the feng shui of his office. This is because Eight Mansions is a formula-based assessment method predominantly used for interior feng shui. For this reason, and because it is relatively simple to make use of, requiring practical minimal calculation, it is a popular system for DIY books on feng shui. The Eight Mansions system of feng shui has two aspects – the Life Gua and the House Gua. Most people are familiar with the Life Gua aspect, which is used to derive the individual's personal favourable and unfavourable directions. However, they are usually not aware of the House Gua method, which is the actual method that should be used when evaluating the interior feng shui of a property. This is especially the case when the property is used by more than one person, as with an office.



 When my businessman client undertook the feng shui of his office, as he was only familiar with the Life Gua method, naturally he tried to position all his staff's desks according to their personal favourable directions. Hence, the desks at all sorts of angles and the door tilted in a peculiar manner. This strange office layout and tilted door, instead of enhancing his office feng shui, did more harm than good. Qi flow was disrupted and Sha Qi was created in the office rather than benevolent qi. The tilted door did not achieve the function and purpose of the Main Door, which is to tap and receive the qi from the environment. This is because the slanted or tilted door is like a slanted mouth on a person's face. It is not possible to eat properly with a slanted mouth, similarly a tilted or slanted door doesn't generally receive qi well from the environment. The client also did not take into account the external environmental influence on his property, the forms, which are an extremely important factor in any feng shui evaluation and which easily account for at least 70% in terms of feng shui



 significance. It would also have been far better in this case to ensure that the property itself was correctly positioned to receive positive qi from the external environment and then to use the internal locations within it to fine-tune the qi flow and ensure the organizational and business concerns were met. Fixing the problem was not difficult. It was simply a matter of straightening the door, ensuring it was tapping the right direction based on the forms in the external environment and the House Gua. The office layout, in terms of the location of certain key personnel and certain areas, was redesigned according to the House Gua of the property, the Flying Star chart, and then fine-tuned based on the Life Gua of certain key personnel, including the owner himself. When it comes to Eight Mansions Feng Shui, it is important to recognize that the Life Gua method, which gives us the energy map of the whole property, and the external environmental forms, which tell us what kind of qi there is in the area, that must be considered. When to FIY (Feng Shui – It – Yourself) Just because enthusiasts sometimes get their theories wrong, it doesn't mean that Feng Shui – It – Yourself should be condemned. I believe that there's nothing wrong with the clients having done a little legwork of their own or for people to do some simple feng shui to improve matters in their homes. But it is important to recognize that you should have some basic knowledge and understanding before you choose to Feng Shui – It – Yourself, so to speak. Just like DIY requires a basic knowledge of how to use a hammer and simple tools, so it is in feng shui: recognize the importance of having the right information on hand. How do you achieve this? Firstly, read around the subject. Feng Shui – It – Yourself is a little bit more complicated then putting together a bookshelf from Ikea. But it is not rocket science either. So give yourself the benefit of more knowledge, rather than less. Secondly, always be guided by the knowledge that feng shui, despite being an ancient science, is not impractical. Use what I like to call the ‘secret art of common sense'. If you have to resort to doing something outrageous (like tilt your door, or sit at a strange angle) or stuff every corner of your home with knick-knacks and cures, something is definitely wrong. Remember, there's no reason to have an ugly house or tacky office in the name



 of feng shui.



Real Story of feng shui By Joey Yap When someone mentions feng shui, you will probably visualise bamboo flutes and wind chimes, think of ba gua mirrors or perhaps recall something about lucky frogs. When someone mentions Feng Shui to you, you probably see a vision of bamboo flutes and wind chimes, think of ba gua mirrors or perhaps recall something about lucky frogs. The reputation of Feng Shui as a respected science and art has taken a beating over the last few years. Some people consider it superstition, others consider it old wives' tales and with the number of luck-enhancing items and fortune trinkets on the market, more and more people probably think of Feng Shui as psychobabble at best, nonsense at worse. I am glad to have this opportunity, through this column, to share with all of you my knowledge and research on Classical Feng Shui and hopefully, put this highly credible field of classical study into its proper perspective. I intend, in the coming months, to broach this classical Chinese science in a practical yet informative manner with the aim of clearing up much of the mystery surrounding Feng Shui, dispelling the myths, separating the fact from superstition (indeed, fiction) whilst showing you how you can apply Classical Feng Shui successfully with measurable results to your home. I realise some of the information I present may be completely new to some of the readers, especially if you have only been exposed to what I call New Age Feng Shui all this time. The best approach therefore is to keep an open mind and I will endeavour to help you better understand this fascinating and empowering science. What Classical Feng Shui really is all about? If there is one certainty I can be assured of each time I undertake a speaking engagement, it is to be approached by someone asking me if they have "bought the wrong cures" or "have the wrong items" in their home or office or who are puzzled as to why none of my recommendations or suggestions include something they can buy or place in a certain corner or direction. This underlines the problem with Feng Shui in today's world - there is a clear lack of understanding about what Classical Feng Shui really is all about and what the practice of Feng Shui entails. Commercialisation, while bringing the concept of Feng Shui to the 21st century and to the masses, has also conveniently left out a lot of the genuine information, in the name of 'getting it to the masses'. I am a firm believer that 'the secrets of the Heavens' (as Feng Shui was termed during the Ming and Qing dynasties) should be shared and available to everyone, and I certainly do not subscribe to diluting or for that matter, oversimplifying the information. Therefore, we must go back to basics and first ask and answer the



 crucial question: what is Feng Shui? The answer to this question does to some degree depend on whether you are talking about New Age Feng Shui or Classical Feng Shui. Most Feng Shui practitioners today fall in to two loose categories: the New Age practitioners, and the Classical practitioners. New Age Feng Shui leans heavily towards symbolism and the placement of Chinese cultural items or good fortune cures. New Age Feng Shui is rather all-embracing, and as a result, many New Age practices, like Space Clearing and Dousing, have become ostensibly a part of and even are considered Feng Shui practices. However, in actual fact, there is no historical, theoretical, empirical or evidential basis for New Age Feng Shui or the symbolic objects that are frequently recommended as part of the practice of New Age Feng Shui. Everything in modern day science, as we understand it, is drawn from basic science. So someone who posits a new theory must premise it on existing knowledge, for example, Newton's Law. This is no different in Feng Shui. All the different schools of practice, such as San Yuan, San He, Xuan Kong, Flying Stars, Eight Mansions, have their origins in ancient classical texts. The newer practices do not. Therefore, concepts like Space Clearing and the Eight Aspirational Directions, Symbolisms are in fact modern practices that do not derive any of their basis or theories from the classical texts and literatures on Feng Shui. The Chinese categorized their study of Metaphysics into five distinct classes, known as the Chinese Five Arts (Wu Shu). Feng Shui falls under the banner of Physiognomy, the science of observing and understanding the living environment and through applying formulas and calculations to the living environment, to assess the potential and possible outcomes for a person living in a particular property. Classical Feng Shui began life as Kan Yu about 1500 years ago and was used primarily for burials sites. Today, this field of practice is known as Yin Feng Shui. Only towards the end of the Qing Dynasty did the term "Feng Shui" become more commonplace. Like many of the Chinese Metaphysical sciences, Classical Feng Shui is a field of study that was well-documented and there are numerous texts on Classical Feng Shui theories and techniques. Classical Feng Shui's most obvious distinguishing feature is that all the schools are premised upon four primary aspects - Residents, Time, Building and Environment. They do not have references to items or products but focus solely on the use of DIRECTION and LOCATION with reference to the four factors above. The objective of Feng Shui is the harnessing of the Qi in the environment to support us in our endeavours. It is a science for assessing the quality of a person's life by looking at their living environment and seeking to improve that quality of life by tapping into the natural energies - the Qi - in that environment.



 Feng Shui is not Chinese culture. Classical Feng Shui has nothing to do with the art of placement or symbols or even living in harmony with nature. It has nothing to do with your hair colour, with the pendants or crystals you wear and certainly, nothing to do with what colour your house or your toilet door is. The application of Feng Shui also has no religious elements or beliefs, contrary to popular misconception. Again, this is the problem caused by New Age Feng Shui, which deploys as part of its practice, a lot of the typical Taoist symbols and deities, such as the Happy Buddha or the Trio of Fuk Luk Sau. It also stems from the fact that in the early 1900s, the practitioners of Feng Shui were usually also religious practitioners or people associated with the local temple. There is absolutely not one iota of reference to the need for such items as part of the practice of Feng Shui. The BaGua, the He Tu, the Lo Shu numbers, and the Five Elements, all which form the backbone of the practice of Feng Shui, have no religious implications. Making Classical Feng Shui work for you When you apply classical Feng Shui to your home or office, you are looking at harnessing the Qi that is already present in your environment and then making changes within your property to ensure the Qi supports you in your life's goals. Many people have the idea of Feng Shui as a magic wand that overnight makes their lives better. In truth, Feng Shui is a goal orientated science. What do you want to achieve in life? What are your aspirations for the year to come? The next 10 years? The end game? In answering these questions, a Feng Shui consultant is essentially looking to determine if the place you live in or work at, is 'with you or against you'. Besides supporting the individual's aspirations in life, Feng Shui is also extremely useful for strategic planning of one's life. Through Feng Shui, it is possible to assess the outcomes that may culminate as a result of living in a particular property. This is because Qi is cyclical in nature and the influences in your living environment can be calculated based on formulas. By knowing what are the pitfalls coming up, the highs and the lows that are likely and then matching this information with that derived from a person's Bazi or Destiny chart, it is truly possible to plan for the future. Over the course of the next few articles, I will share with you theories, techniques and applications that will enable you, through simple modifications and changes, harness this classical science, and draw upon the Qi in your living environment, to support your endeavours in life. The first step of course, is to open your mind to Feng Shui. Then, you can begin the journey of using Feng Shui to assist you in achieving your goals.



When you can't change your office By Joey Yap Utilising feng shui to manage the Qi that is affecting you, whether in the office or



 at home. Utilizing feng shui to manage the Qi that is affecting you, whether in the office or at home. Not everyone has the luxury of selecting his or her own office building or work room. Unless you own your own company, chances are, we take what we are given – in this case, sit where we are allocated. Placing your door in the right sector, using the right room, facing the right direction – ideal as it may be; what happens when your boss has not heard of Feng Shui or does not subscribe to it? All is not lost. Here’s what you, the good employee, can do for yourself using the knowledge of House Gua and Life Gua. FAVOURABLE DIRECTION Find out what direction your office building faces. All you need is a compass. Having done that, plot out the Eight Mansions chart for your office space. You don’t necessarily need the floor plan, just observe carefully: • •



The main door sector The sector you (and fellow colleagues) are in



Now, let’s say you find out that the main door opens at the ‘Wu Gui’ sectors. That might explain why the previous two accountants had their services terminated under suspicious circumstances. Your work area lies mainly in the ‘Liu Sha’ sector. Does that explain all the backbiting and animosity amongst your workmates? Well of course, if it were ‘Jue Ming’ we are talking about, chances are, everyone would be too tired and disorganized to be gossiping in the first place. Having discovered all this information, what next? Next to the office, what’s the next place we spend the most of our time? Can you guess it? Our house of course. SOLUTIONS Let say you work with hostile colleagues, how do you compensate? Sleeping in a ‘Yan Nian’ room can give you the ease of character to deal with them, help you to laugh them off. Everyone is already so uptight: why should you want to add those numbers? Now let’s say one vindictive co-worker is back-stabbing you to the boss, and you realize that being cheerful and friendly failed to mellow this difficult person. Change your strategy – sleep towards your ‘Tian Yi’ direction (or in the ‘Tian Yi’ room of your house). This not only lends you strength to deal higher stress levels. ‘Tian Yi’ is also the ‘Nobleman star’ – you want your boss to stop listening to falsehoods and start noticing all your hard work and effort. You want the



 promotion (and it should rightfully go to you). Or you find that your office is not conducive for your work – you are the sales person but your energy is dwindling (let’s say your work area is the ‘Fu Wei’ which makes you inappropriately introspective instead). Sleep toward your ‘Sheng Qi’ direction at home. One word of caution though some people find it difficult to sleep in a ‘Sheng Qi’ room – they become more active instead of dozing off. In feng shui, there are many ways to manage the Qi that is affecting you: be it in the home or the office. Of course, the ideal way would be to align ourselves in the path of good Qi, but that is a privilege not available to everyone. Adjusting ‘Human’s actions’ then becomes the next feasible option. Remember that Destiny is subjected to not only ‘Heaven’ and ‘Earth’, but also ‘Man’. When you know that your environment is already hostile (due to certain Qi influences), a little patience may be all you need to ‘rise above the rest’. FENG SHUI FORECAST FOR FEBRUARY 2006 Flying Stars February 4 – March 5 Beneficial Areas North •



Good business and opportunities



Northeast • •



Potential for career advancement and promotions Increase in business revenue



Problem Areas Southwest • •



Health problems and complications Pregnant ladies should avid this sector



West • • •



Health issue Legal troubles Problems with office politics



West • •



Stress-related headaches Potential of head injury



 •



Communication problems for senior managers



South • •



Disputes and disagreement Do not sign my contacts in this sector



Love Matters North •



Good for relationships



Southeast •



Beware of problems in the relationships caused by in-laws



East •



Good for fostering and improving relationships



Academic Matters North •



Good opportunities to excel academically



Timing Good Feng Shui Luck By Joey Yap Good Feng Shui can offer many opportunities but it has to be in tandem with the Human factor... Before attempting to define 'good luck' it would be wise to consider what category of luck that is taking effect. The very crucial Cosmic Trinity explains that a person's total Destiny is influenced proportionally by 3 kinds of luck factors heaven luck, Man luck, and Earth luck. Heaven luck was already pre-determined by an individual's time of birth and cannot be altered. On the other hand, Man luck, which refers to ones personal virtues, effort and motivation, is fully within ones control. Earth luck is where Feng Shui comes in. How would 'good luck' be defined then? Apparently it is the misinterpretation of many that 'good luck' virtually means money falling from the sky. A proper Feng Shui practitioner can tell you, in fact, that good luck is simply 'good timing'. Imagine - being at the right place at the right time. Similarly bad luck would then be 'being in the wrong place at the wrong time'. Imagine - you walk into the local bank as in any other day, and robbery was coincidentally going on. Or - the nurse with the headache mistakenly gives you the wrong medication to bring



 home. You were her last patient before she took the day off. It's all in the timing. The 3 important areas in a house may already be well set to receive excellent Qi. The main door is located in the Sheng Qi (Life Force) of the house. As the mouth of Qi, let's say it is also activating Prominent Facing Star 8 White. Wealth Qi will be following in any moment now. The master bedroom is then placed in the Fu Wei (Stable Seat) sector of the house. To add to the bed itself sits on the Prominent Sitting Star 8 white. This room will assure many descendants and optimal health. Finally, the kitchen taps into Tian Yi (Heavenly Doctor), while positioned to face the owners' good direction. Everything is in perfect place. So why is nothing happening? In Feng Shui, the Time factor is as important as the landforms and internal positioning themselves. This is because, even when everything is set to receive wealth and health, certain Qi only comes in at certain times. In some years, the metal Qi is the strongest. They hit their peak in certain months, and at their height of power their effects will manifest more obviously. In other years, water Qi may allow the Fire flare up, but most of the year, Qi is cool (too cool and it can even 'freeze', technically speaking). Again, it's all in the timing. Although Xuan Kong Flying Stars place emphasis on the timing of Qi, 8 Mansions has its own method in timing the intensity of Qi too. The point illustrates that, even when a door is set in Sheng Qi mode, tapping the Wealth Star #8, one cannot expect 'good feng shui luck' to be flowing in every single day and month of the year. It is crucial to understand that Qi is cyclical, and goes through phases of waxing and waning. The reality is that even with good Feng Shui, timing the arrival of auspicious Qi is also as essential. Besides the Time and Landform factors, one other factor seems to be displaced when discussing 'good luck' - the Human factor. One third of luck can come from a person's very own actions and effort. A person has the capability to take control by seizing opportunities, planning wisely, and working hard. Good Feng Shui can offer a person many windows of opportunities. Whether or not these 'opportunities of good timing' become fruitful, in fact, depends on the Human factor to take responsibility with wise management of the Earth luck. Timing exists in everything, and by being able to predict the Time factor, one will then be able to make full use of already good Feng Shui.



Ming Vibes By Joey Yap We were visiting the 13 tombs of the Ming emperors and their empresses in Changping county, about 50km from Beijing . It was Day 5 of the excursion series and the students' first “audit” of the day began with the magnificent tomb



 of Emperor Yong Le, the third emperor of the Dynasty. Feng shui students take a walk in the mountains of China to learn about the country's unique landform feng shui We were visiting the 13 tombs of the Ming emperors and their empresses in Changping county, about 50km from Beijing . It was Day 5 of the excursion series and the students' first “audit” of the day began with the magnificent tomb of Emperor Yong Le, the third emperor of the Dynasty. The tomb is known as Changling. Although Yong Le was the son of Zhu Yuan Zhang, the founder of the Ming Dynasty, his father did not pick him to be the next ruler. He eventually returned to Nanjing to seize the throne from his nephew and ascend the Dragon Throne as the third Emperor. Yong Le, who moved the capital to Beijing and began constructing the Forbidden City , is said to be one of the greatest administrators and skilled generals of all the Ming Emperors. The tomb is set against a charismatic, majestic mountain, known as the Tianshou Mountains . The students picked up the Chastity Fire shape that were formed by the mountains, as well as the flags and drum shape ( qi goo feng ) mountains as the bus entered the tomb complex. A few students picked up on the wind gap in the mountains but they were not quite sure what to make of it. The students were encouraged to apply what they had learnt so they could present their assessment on why they feel the tomb of Yong Le is good (or bad). After they had given their inputs, I provided them with the answers they were looking for. “The feng shui of the tomb of Emperor Yong Le was indeed excellent but for different reasons,” I elaborated. “Firstly, the Green Dragon ( zua sha ) on the left of the tomb is a special formation Green Dragon, known as the Rainbow Dragon Dipping Water reaching out to the river. “The range of mountains on the left extends far down towards the Ming Tomb



 Reservoir in the distance. “There is also a unique ‘Rising Phoenix' formation on a specific location of the Left Embrace, exactly at a special Xuan Kong Da Gua direction, ensuring a lasting empire and outstanding greatness. “The zua sha is also higher and longer than the you sha , providing empowerment to the male leaders in the family.” The wind gap ( li feng yao ), I pointed out, was not too worrying because it is a gap that is higher than the tomb and so, sha qi does not strike the tomb. I also made sure they took note of the excellent water formation in the front of the tomb, indicating that at least four generations will benefit from the good feng shui of the tomb. This, I told them, can be confirmed by studying the history of the Ming Dynasty. Patching the dragon The next tomb we visited was that of the fourth emperor, Zhu Gao Chi in Xian Ling next, a small and simple tomb. It was closed to the public and the best way to evaluate the feng shui of the tomb was by walking around the perimeter. Zhu's reign was short – he was nine months on the Dragon Throne when he died. As this was the fifth day of the series, many of the students had become quite proficient in recognizing the luan tou (landform feng shui ). Those students who took the trouble to walk all the way around the perimeter to observe the dragon vein were awarded with the answers they were seeking. The tomb utilizes the same mountain range as the Changling tomb but because the Changling tomb was at a dragon palace( long lou ) mountain that produces many veins, this particular tomb was able to secure a good dragon vein. “It is important, that each emperor finds a good tomb for himself,” I explained. “This is known as ‘patching the dragon' – ensuring the continuity of the dynasty by continually invigorating the descendants with good and powerful qi in the Yin house.” The next tomb, that of Xuan Zong, proved to be an interesting test of the students' skills. The students had a good opportunity to observe the Dragon veins that the tomb tapped into.



 But the question here was not about finding dragon veins anymore but whether the feng shui of this tomb was good. This question of mine seemed to throw the students off a little. Everything seemed right, but was it? “The tomb suffers from one key defect, the zua sha is much too close to the tomb,” I explained. “This formation is called ya pi sha . This results in the qi being squeezed.” The mountains are also bony and hard, indicating aggressive qi being concentrated and pumped in the direction of the tomb. There is also a low wind gap. As far as feng shui is concerned history, confirms that Jing Ling is not a sound tomb. The emperors that follows Xuan Zong had less than smooth reigns. The reign of Xuan Zong's son, Ying Zong, was interrupted when he was kidnapped by the Mongols, and the throne was assumed by another. Ying Zong was able to return and regain the throne. But, because the tomb of Yong Le had excellent feng shui, the dynasty was able to persevere and perpetuate. It's not a beauty contest Of all the Ming Tombs, only one has ever been excavated. And this was the location of our final visit for the day – the tomb of Emperor Shen Zong, called Ding Ling. With an underground palace where the coffins of the emperor and his empresses were placed, along with valuables, it is one of the most extravagant tomb in the Ming tomb complex. After studying landforms the first four days, most of the students immediately picked up on the fact that the table mountain in the distance was too high. While a few harbored doubts about the dragon vein, there was still some uncertainty whether or not the feng shui was good. They were still digesting in the information from the precious Ming tomb and looked at the surrounding landform with an even more critical eye. Two of my more senior students hinted at the likelihood that the tomb was affected by sha qi. I explained that although the area had a good embrace, no one had bothered to



 qualify the embrace. Yes, there was an embrace around the tomb but the mountains, instead of curving in sentimentally to protect the tomb, were in fact, merciless and moving outward, opening the tomb to the aggressive qi. There was also a large wind gap that sent the qi hurtling towards the center of the tomb, like “a punch to the heart”. The structure of the mountains around the Ding Ling tomb was in fact, a ‘Dragon and Tiger Separating Formation'. “Even the vein must be qualified,” I explained further. By the time Shen Zong died and was buried, the Ming tombs were over-crowded and the veins exhausted. The only thing that remained for the tombs to tap were what I like to call “leftover veins”. What should the emperors have done instead? They should have ‘patched the dragon' by looking for new mountains and new veins to tap into instead of recycling the same old vein and exhausting the energies. While the reign of Shen Zong was a prosperous period for the Ming Dynasty, the emperors that followed did badly, with short reigns and disasters plaguing the country. The powerful feng shui of Yong Le was simply not enough to see the dynasty past its 16 th emperor. With such poor feng shui and ‘a dragon that was not patched properly and sufficiently', the end arrived soon. There was a full-scale rebellion that marked the end of the Ming Dynasty and the rise of the Qing Dynasty. What then was the moral of this story for the students on the Mastery Excursion Series? A beautiful area and seemingly beautiful mountains, sometimes hides a bad spot. And I reminded the students of a line in the ancient classics; “Fake landforms always look good, but truly powerful landforms are usually hidden by Heaven.”



 Significance of landforms Many people know that feng shui is about the qi in the environment and tapping the qi or drawing the qi into their homes or offices. But often, there is a lack of understanding as to where this qi is coming from. Many people know that feng shui is about the qi in the environment and tapping the qi or drawing the qi into their homes or offices. But often, there is a lack of understanding as to where this qi is coming from. It is probably because of this lack of understanding that everything under the sun, from fish to ornamental Chinese art (and lately, plants) have been said to “ emanate qi ” . When feng shui practitioners talk about dragons and water in feng shui , we are talking about the landform of the environment, or luan tou . In Chinese Metaphysics, mountains are formed by the magnetic pull of the stars in the sky. These mountains are where qi resides. An important aspect of feng shui practice is proper knowledge and understanding of landform or luan tou . If a practitioner doesn ' t understand how mountain formations and river formations work in the environment, then it ' s very difficult for them to know what the qi is in the environment. And if you don ' t know what ' s in the air how are you going to tap it correctly? Hence, an important part of any feng shui practitioner ' s training and knowledge is the experience known as “ walking the mountains ” . It is through this process that a practitioner is able to truly understand and appreciate the principles of landform enunciated in the ancient classics such as Ru Di Yan (Entering Earth Eye). When it comes to understanding and appreciating landforms, the depth of knowledge extends beyond just knowing what is the White Tiger and the Green Dragon. Did you know for example that mountains have different shapes? And that each shape represents a different element in the Five Elements or the Nine North Dipper Stars? And the type of mountain influences the qi in the environment and the type of people and the achievements they will have?



 A properly qualified feng shui master is one who not only applies the formulas and calculations used in the different feng shui systems, but also has an eye for the landform, the mountains and rivers in the vicinity. He should know the difference between the mountains in Las Vegas and those in Taman Tun Dr. Ismail, what kind of mountain is found in Manchu Picchu (it ' s a Tan Lang Mountain ), how it is different from the ones in Genting Highlands. And he should be able to pick out the different formations in the limestone mountains that surround Ipoh . Walking the Shaolin Dragon The importance of landform feng shui cannot be under-stated and that is why each and every year, I take my students on a trip to China , so that they can learn landform feng shui hands on. Recently, part of our trip included a visit to the famed Shaolin Temple , a place synonymous with kung fu. The temple has been in existence for almost 2,000 years and it is today a leading center for the study of martial arts as well as Zen Buddhism. To understand why the Shaolin Temple became the birthplace of kung fu and continues to be associated with martial arts, you simply have to take a look at the mountains that surround it. They are high, majestic, but hard, tough, bony and spartan looking. If you have been there, you will notice that the mountains do not have much greenery and are “ bald ” – a lot of rock and very harsh and desolate looking. That already gives us a hint of the kind of qi that is influencing the area. Dominating the area of the temple itself is a strong “ Military Arts ” Wu Qu Xing mountain. This is a mountain that is shaped a little bit like a witches hat. Military Arts mountains, in the study of landform feng shui , are of the “ Metal ” element, and thus, is perfect for the study of kung fu, which requires rigorous, hard and military like training to perfect and entails aggression and ruthlessness. In this formation it is also known as the “ Rising Sun ” . The temple itself taps into a unique gnarled, slightly tilted (Tan Lang) Greedy Wolf mountain but what makes the landform formation interesting is that it is very clearly a Wood transforming into Fire formation. This formation is not only perfect for a religious place but also for a place that engaged in the cultivation of fighting skills and martial art. Hence, the Shaolin Temple is perfectly located for the study of Wu or art forms



 that are physical in nature. In front of the temple, there is a visible table mountain or an shan . In the study of landform feng shui , the table mountain, be it for a yin house or a yang house, should not be too high – if you stand in front of it and stretch out your hand at eye level, the top of the mountain should be at eye level. This is considered a perfect table mountain. At Shaolin, the table mountain is very high but because the purpose of temple is spiritual learning and the study of martial arts, this is acceptable. Shaolin is also an excellent illustration of how luan tou feng shui works. Luan tou , which means, the face of the mountain, is a study of how from different perspectives, a mountain can take different forms and thus, can be tapped for different purposes. A single mountain can be used for yin house or yang house. At Shaolin, there is also a graveyard where many illustrious masters and monks of Shaolin are buried. These graves tap into the same mountains that surround the Temple , but because the graveyard is located a slight distance away from the Temple the type of qi that influences the graveyard is different because the mountain has a different face. In a modern context, this means that different pieces of property can tap into one mountain in the vicinity, but due to the different directions and locations, have different qi influencing it. Feng shui is not about beauty, but qi Many people see mountains as simply beautiful or majestic. But to feng shui practitioners, we look beyond beauty. We are interested in the qi it emanates, whether or not it is a noble looking mountain, what type of influence it will have on the inhabitants – will they be famous? But landform is not just about the mountains themselves – it is about whether or not a property can tap into the qi by having the right kind of embrace, a good table mountain and water in the right location. Truly, walking the mountains, chasing the dragon vein, standing on top of a meridian spot, is an experience that no book, no video, and no classroom, can ever recreate.



 One must feel, sense, hear, and see, feng shui and landform, in order to appreciate it, understand it and most importantly, use it in daily practice of feng shui .



When You Can't Change Your Office By Mastery Academy Research Center Not everyone has the luxury of selecting his or her own office building or work room. Not everyone has the luxury of selecting his or her own office building or work room. Unless you own your own company, chances are, we take what we are given – in this case, sit where we are allocated. Placing your door in the right sector, using the right room, facing the right direction – ideal as it may be; what happens when your boss has not heard of Feng Shui or does not subscribe to it? All is not lost. Here's what you, the good employee, can do for yourself using the knowledge of House Gua and Life Gua. Find out what direction your office building faces. All you need is a compass. Having done that, plot out the Eight Mansions chart for your office space. You don't necessarily need the floor plan just observe carefully: • The main door sector • The sector you (and fellow colleagues) are in. Now, let's say you find out that the main door opens at the ‘Wu Gui' sector. That might explain why the previous two accountants had their services terminated under suspicious circumstances. Your work area lies mainly in the ‘Liu Sha' sector. Does that explain all the backbiting and animosity amongst your workmates? Well of course, if it were ‘Jue Ming' we are talking about, chances are, everyone would be too tired and disorganized to be gossiping in the first place. Having discovered all this information, what next? Next to the office, what's the next place we spend most of our time? Can you guess it? Our house of course. Let's say you work with hostile colleagues, how do you compensate? Sleeping in a ‘Yan Nian' room can give you the ease of character to deal with them, help you to laugh them off. Everyone is already so uptight; why would you want to add to those numbers? Now let's say one vindictive co-worker is back-stabbing you to the boss, and you realise that being cheerful and friendly failed to mellow this difficult person.



 Change your strategy – sleep toward your ‘Tian Yi' direction (or in the ‘Tian Yi' room of your house). This not only lends you strength to deal with higher stress levels, ‘Tian Yi' is also the ‘Nobleman star' – you want your boss to stop listening to falsehoods and start noticing all your hard work and effort. You want the promotion (and it should rightfully go to you). Or you find that your office is not conducive for your work – you are the sales person but your energy is dwindling (let's say your work area is the ‘Fu Wei' which makes you inappropriately introspective instead). Sleep toward your ‘Sheng Qi' direction at home. One word of caution though, some people find it difficult to sleep in a ‘Sheng Qi' room – they become more active instead of dozing off! n Feng Shui, there are many ways to manage the Qi that is affecting you; be it in the home or the office. Of course, the ideal way would be to align ourselves in the path of good Qi, but that is a privilege not available to everyone. Adjusting ‘Human actions' then becomes the next feasible option. Remember that Destiny is subjected to not only ‘Heaven' and ‘Earth', but also ‘Man'. When you know that your environment is already hostile (due to certain Qi influences), a little patience may be all you need to ‘rise above the rest'.



Simple insights to clear the air By Joey Yap There is a sense of mystery and often times, confusion as to what goes on in a Feng Shui consultation. Some callers to my office inquire as to whether there will be chanting and prayers. There is a sense of mystery and often times, confusion as to what goes on in a Feng Shui consultation. Some callers to my office inquire as to whether there will be chanting and prayers. Some even wonder if it will involve an elaborate ritual and if it will take the whole day to Feng Shui their property. In order to clear the air, I am going to provide you with some simple insights on what really happens when you engage a professional Feng Shui consultant to undertake a consultation on your home. I am going to make a few assumptions here. • We are going to be looking at what happens in an authentic, classical Feng Shui consultation. Which means, we are not going to be referring to the “pop” Feng Shui methods that recommend products and items as quick fixes to cure everything anything



 that ails you. Neither would we be concerned with cultural beliefs, superstitions or spiritual practices which strictly are not part of classical Feng Shui. • You will be working with a professional who does this on a skilled level Individual Feng Shui consultants will have different methods and working practices. Most will use a combination of techniques based on the requirements of their clients and the given circumstances. As with any professional service, choose a consultant you trust and are comfortable with. Ultimately, the success of a consultation depends on the partnership between the consultant and the client. The first step to any Feng Shui consultation is to determine why you are undertaking a Feng Shui consultation. You need to have a clear idea on what you are looking to achieve with the consultation. Most skilled Feng Shui consultants will usually use this as their reference point when making their recommendations. What to expect and what not … In the initial stage of the consultation, often referred to as the pre-consultation phase, the consultant or his assistant will discuss with you your requirements and glean more information on the property to be consulted. You may be asked about the size and type of property, as well as the general location of your property and the number of occupants or key personnel (if it is an office building). Once they have these details, they will usually quote you their consultation fees. At this point, they would also usually ask you why you are looking to get a Feng Shui consultation and what you intend to achieve with the consultation. Beware of those who promise you the moon – Feng Shui practitioners do not play God and even if they want to, they usually cannot change your fate overnight or ‘make' you an instant millionaire. An honest Feng Shui practitioner will make realistic promises on what they are able to deliver based on your expectations. Once the discussion is over, you will need to furnish your consultant with the plans of the property as well as the birth details for their initial analysis. The consultant, based on the information you have presented, will prepare the relevant astrological charts (usually known as BaZi or Destiny charts) as well as do a preliminary analysis on the layout of the property. A Feng Shui audit that incorporates a BaZi or Destiny Analysis would be more



 comprehensive and complete. This is why it's important that your Feng Shui consultant should be well versed in BaZi or any other system of Destiny Analysis – so that they are able to chart out your luck cycle and tailor your Feng Shui accordingly. Remember - BaZi is the diagnosis and Feng Shui is often regarded as the prescription. During the consultation – on site This stage of the consultation is when your consultant will be on site. Here, he will be surveying the area, checking the landform and taking note of the various environmental features in the surroundings. It is quite common for most professional Feng Shui Masters today to have an aerial survey of the surroundings and clients will oftentimes also need to guide them around the property. This is a crucial step in an authentic, classical Feng Shui consultation – without assessing the landforms and environmental features, there is no way your consultant will be able to accurately determine the type and quality of Qi affecting your property. (Note that an assessment that only involves the internal layout of your property or the immediate garden space is often not a complete assessment.) Landforms, meaning the environmental configuration of the nearby mountains, hills, land contour, roads, river, neighboring buildings and land quality constitute a major portion of the Feng Shui quality of your property. Once the external environment has been measured and taken into account, the internal layout of the property is then assessed. The location of the key aspects of the property for a home is the main door, bedrooms and kitchen, for an office, the location of the CEO and key personnel are all considered in detail. During this on-site assessment, your consultant will usually advise you of his findings and make suggestions accordingly. It is during this phase that you will also be providing feedback to your consultant on what changes are possible and what would be beyond your present capacity. After the consultation A professional consultant will usually formalize the findings, advice and recommendations provided on-site into a summary or report. This will then be discussed after the previous site visit. Of course, there are those that may require you take your own notes during the consultation and you would then clarify this with them after a consultation.



 When implementing the recommendations your consultant has made, he will usually be available to guide you and make sure these recommendations are implemented correctly. If you already have a report provided by them, this is usually much simpler since all the recommendations would have been clearly detailed in the report. If necessary, your consultant may make follow-up visits to the site as well, to ensure things are implemented as per his recommendations. At times, follow-up visits are essential when particular recommendations, such as the main door direction or exact location of a water feature, have been provided for in the consultation. Although not commonplace for residential properties, you may also choose to have a yearly assessment. Consultants will usually charge for this, so this optional annual assessment may vary from client to client, depending on their requirements. All said and done, there are many different approaches and applications in classical Feng Shui. Depending on the skill of your consultant and the level of professionalism, you may receive a different level of service from consultant to consultant. Always check references if possible, ask around and don't take for granted that they are skilled or knowledgeable simply because they happen to be elderly or they claim decades of experience. A Feng Shui consultation, done correctly, can be a very fulfilling and satisfying experience with the long term potential to support you in achieving your goals and ambitions.



Misled into harm's way By Joey Yap It was a businessman who was at his wit's end who approached me after a recent corporate talk I did for a long-term client of mine.



 It was a businessman who was at his wit's end who approached me after a recent corporate talk I did for a long-term client of mine. “Master Joey Yap, I really need to ask you something about my house,” he blurted. “I have had so many bad things happen to my family. “I had a near-death experience when I had a freak accident just few weeks ago. My car was a total wreck I was glad to get away with minor injuries. “My financial situation is also a mess. I had invested a lot in acquiring a project for which I was the main contractor but at the eleventh hour, the project was given to a competitor. “I can't even begin to explain how much stress this has all caused me. And it's all because of this Six Harms Water.” The gentleman in question, let's call him John, had apparently had his property Feng Shui'ed by a friend. The friend had attended a feng shui practitioner's course conducted by a local Master. The friend was keen to put his knowledge to practice, especially after having paid a fortune to learn certain “secret techniques” that were supposedly taught to select students. After looking around his house, John was told by his friend that he had a Six Harms Water Liu Hai Shui problem. Six Harms Water is based on the concept that houses facing a certain direction, should they have a water entrance (such as a drain or a road), coming in at a particular direction, will violate the San He Water formula. The theoretical effects of the Six Harms Water include sabotage, backstabbing and lots of destructive rivalry and unhealthy competition. Big name, but no real power The Six Harms Water theory is a theory culled from a book published by a Taiwanese author, Master Kung Ren Zhang. Copies of this book can be bought for less than RM80 at any reputable Chinese bookstore that carries books Chinese Metaphysics. Now, the name sounds drastic and frightening, which no doubt explained John's panic.



 In fact, Six Harms Water (see diagram) is not a Feng Shui formula but a theory extracted from BaZi application. For those of you who are not familiar with the term, BaZi is a form of Chinese Astrology. The theory, as described in the Taiwanese book by Master Kung, entitled Essentials of Yang Dwellings , was not meant to be a water and road assessment method for feng shui application. This fact was verified by the author himself when I spoke to him a number of years ago during the course of my research. He had included the formula in his book only as a matter of completeness but has never indicated that it was an appropriate Water method for feng shui application or that there were documented results to support its application. San He Water Formulas came under two categories – the Shuang Xiang Double Mountains and Fu Xing Fan Gua Shui Fa Assistant Star Transformation. Both these groups have sub-categories but Six Harms Water Liu Shai Shui is not mentioned in any of these original San He classics. Furthermore, San He formulas – unlike the Six Harms Water – are based on the concept of Zheng Yang Zheng Yin principles. You need to understand why does it work? In what situations do you apply it and in what situations would it be detrimental to apply this knowledge.



 So is there such a thing as Six Harms? Yes there is, but not “Six Harms Water”. The ‘Six Harms' is in fact a concept used in BaZi studies. Hence, it is only applicable to a person's BaZi (destiny) chart – it is meant to be used when analyzing a person's life. Although BaZi and feng shui complement each other, they are still separate studies. Taking a BaZi concept and applying it as a Feng Shui formula is like trying to play tennis with a badminton racquet. So in fact, this Six Harms Water theory is just a big name, with no real substance to it. It's not even a correct theory for Feng Shui application. Now, back to John and his problems. Once I managed to get him away from the paranoia about the Six Harms Water, I was able to give him the proper feng shui explanation for his problems. It seems that John had inadvertently undertaken minor renovations in the Northwest part of his home this year. The Northwest, in 2005, is where the malignant 5 Yellow Star is located. This star, aggravated when the renovations took place in the area, brought about all the negative effects and resulted in all of John's problems. Once February 4, 2006 rolls around things should improve and get better. Trade secrets available at the corner bookstore As for John's friend who had paid a fortune to find out the secret assessment technique, the fact is that he had been royally duped. He paid for something which is not only an open “secret” but is openly available for a fraction of the price at the corner Chinese bookstore. So I gave John the book that contained the Six Harms Water method along with the other water formulas that the friend had purportedly learnt from the expensive Feng Shui class, like Yang Ren (Frightened Goat Water) and Wu Gui Yun Cai (Five Ghost Carry Treasure). Hopefully, he will be able to gain a better understanding of and insight into San He by reading the source itself. Incidentally, if John's friend had been familiar with BaZi , he might have perhaps been suspicious then of the formula. BaZi and Feng Shui in fact complement each other and most professional Feng Shui consultants will use BaZi in tandem with their Feng Shui consultations.



 There are no “secret techniques” or “secret formulas” in the study of Feng Shui any more. People are seduced by the idea, no doubt from the many years of watching Cantonese TV serials where guild trade secrets, from Kungfu to Feng Shui , are passed from teacher sifu to student or disciple, when the teacher is on his or her deathbed, in the form of some papyrus paper book. It looks romantic on TV, but honestly, it doesn't happen that way anymore. Even Shaolin Kungfu today is taught to anyone and everyone, as long as tuition is paid. What more Feng Shui secrets? The real value lies not in the formulas themselves , but in the interpretation and application of these formulas. That information is rarely found in books. The true trade secrets of the industry are the knowledge, judgment, skill and experience of a teacher in using these formulas, in the appropriate circumstances, and knowing how to apply them in tandem with the landforms in the area. Someone who possesses a formula may not always possess the wisdom and knowledge of how that formula should be used. If you do pay for information, it should be for information on the application and theoretical reasoning of that formula, rather than just the raw information. Most of these secret formulas sold at exorbitant prices are found usually almost word-for-word from easily available Chinese books. If you do intend to study Feng Shui or Chinese Metaphysics, and find yourself paying for sheets of paper with directions or placements but no information to qualify these formulas (such as where it can be applied, when does it not work, why will it work, what's the reasoning behind it and, more importantly, what is the origin, etc), you should be suspicious. A good consultant in any field, is well-versed with the theory behind the practice, and the practice behind the theory. Chinese Metaphysics, like any other science of repute, is a scholarly and practical science. Remember, just as a flapping white coat should never be evidence of a doctor's expertise and ability, so a Chinese collar and white hair are not evidence of superior knowledge or wisdom in a Feng Shui master.



Science or sign of SUPERSTITION? By Joey Yap The Yi Jing is known generally as the Book of Changes, and claimed to be the oldest of the Chinese classic texts. It describes and ancient system of



 cosmology and philosophy which is known to be the heart of all Chinese science, culture and way of life. The Yi Jing is known generally as the Book of Changes, and claimed to be the oldest of the Chinese classic texts. It describes and ancient system of cosmology and philosophy which is known to be the heart of all Chinese science, culture and way of life. The philosophy centers on the ideas of the dynamic balance of opposites, the evolution of events as a process, and the acceptance of the inevitability of change. However, to many in Western cultures, the Yi Jing is seen only as a system of divination. The Yi Jing is one of the five classics in the Confucian cannon. It is a collection of texts of philosophy and divination based on a set of 64 hexagrams comprising various combinations of broken and unbroken lines reflecting the relationship between the two basic forces of the universe, natures and human society – yin and yang. Unfortunately, this well-known classical Chinese text has been used to derive a variety of modern day superstitions and a lot of “feng shui symbology”. Here, I take the opportunity to address the issue of the extent in which feng shui, be it Classical or New Age feng shui, draws on the Yi Jing and also to explain the role in which the placement of objects and symbols plays in feng shui . First things first – it's not the I-Ching . This is frequently used but incorrectly written term appearing in Western books that romanised Chinese words using the old Wade-Giles format, dictates it should be spelt as Yi-Jing . It may sounds trivial but I feel it is important to start off correctly by pronouncing and spelling it properly. Origins of the Yi Jing The Yi Jing originally started out as a philosophy. It began in the Shang Dynasty (1600 – 1045 BCE) and was intended to be a sort of manual on life, a guide on how to conduct oneself, morally and ethically, and to effectively rule a country. This was especially prominent during the times of Confucius where the Yi Jing formed the majority of his teachings. This was many thousands of years ago and you do need to maintain that perspective when thinking about the Yi Jing. Later, during the time of King Wen (Zhou Dynasty: 1045-221 BCE), the Yi Jing was given a fresh perspective – some of its principles were transformed into a divination science.



 Hence, the famous “Ten Wings of Yi” were born. It was also during this time that the method of divination known as Zhou Ji came to be and was made part of the Yi Jing . To effectively accomplish this – at a time when education was privilege – the originals images and symbols of the Yi Jing were removed and only the concept and mathematical aspects were maintained, and used to extract information about times, space, probabilities and events. The original Yi Jing is a book on Philosophy. Yi means “change” and Jing means “classics” or “sutra”. When the concept from Yi Jing was later borrowed to develop the divination science of King Wen, it came to be known as Yi Gua. Today, the Yi Gua method is known as Jin Qian Gua (Turtle Shell + Coins Divination Method). Yi Jing and feng shui Many feng shui practitioners like to say feng shui is “derived” from the Yi Jing – this statement is not entirely correct. You see, if you trace it far back enough, almost every type of Chinese study from the Chinese Five Arts (Mountain, Medical, Divination, Destiny and Physiognomy) has come connection to or roots in the Yi Jing . The science of feng shui is derived from the concept of Yi but it is not based entirely on the Yi Jing principle simply because the Yi Jing is a philosophical book of a divination science. Feng shui is neither. Schools of feng shui such as Xuan Kong Da Gua, Xuan Kong Fei Xing, Ba Zhai, San Yuan and San He have principles founded on key elements of mathematical science like that of yin and yang , the five elements and the hexagrams and triagrams. But these are derived from the concept of Yi and not verbatim translation from the Yi Jing texts themselves. The concept of feng shui is all about qi in our environment – how to derive and harness it to benefit us by making use of our property to tap onto this qi . This is the key goal of feng shui . We should not forget this. Whereas the Yi Jing texts today are either primarily a philosophy (the Tao) or a divination science. It does not directly address feng shui concerns. Yi Jing Imagery vs feng shui science Many of the modern day New Age feng shui ideas are supposedly derived from the image of the Ba Gua (eight trigrams). What has happened is imagery that was once used as a “teaching aid” or aide-



 de-memoir has been converted into the Real McCoy. Images of the Ba Gua of the Yi Jing are supposed to be used to help students or feng shui practitioners appreciate how qi works in a visual way.



So for example, the hexagram Qian is represented as Dragon Flying into the Sky. The idea is to help people appreciate that Qian Gua refers to qi that rises upwards and/or a type of qi that is very strong “like” a dragon flying into the sky. Along the way, this simple teaching aid has been corrupted into symbology and superstition. Now, as much as we would like to believe that a figurine of a Dragon Flying in the Sky means Qian Gua in fact, what you have in your back garden is just a teaching aid. It has no energy of any kind and it certainly does not bring about the qi associated with Qian Gua to that part of your home. Images or symbols in the Yi Jing are metaphors used to describe a scenario. They are not to be taken literally. Of course, this is not to say there is entirely no symbology in feng shui . The Hu Lu (or Calabash – a type of fruit) is a good example of this. The Hu Lu (the natural kind, not the 32 karat gold or plastic kind) symbolizes Dui Gua, because of its natural shape and its opening. Dui Gua , in feng shui terminology, is the number 7. It is for this reason that the Hu Lu is said to have the natural ability to help ward away illness, which is the number 2 – in feng shui He Tu Numerology, 7 and 2 combine. However, the Hu Lu that was mentioned in Xuan Ji Fu texts refer to the Hu Lu Shan (a mountain that is shaped naturally like a Hu Lu). Thus, the ancient philosophers clearly understood that the need for symbolism



 only refers to “natural” objects – like mountains, rivers or a type of fruit. It was never meant that a man-made “symbolic” object should serve the same purposes as surely, with the superb craftsmanship in the old days, these symbols were easy to make. Then why isn't this mentioned in any of the ancient feng shui texts? If we check it out closely, the symbols in the Yi Jing are limited to 64 items with subtle variations. But if you take a look around these days, so many Chinese symbols not even remotely associated with the Yi Jing are passed off as feng shui . So I am not sure how these symbols that have supposedly been “derived” from the Yi Jing came to be.



Fu (prosperity)



Xi (double happiness) The hanging of calligraphy for instance – such as the word Fu (prosperity) that's supposed to be hung upside down – or the Chinese word Xi (double happiness) used during weddings is now misunderstood and passed off as feng shui . These Chinese characters or symbols were meant to set the mood for the occasion – a prosperous wish for the Lunar New Year of blessings of joy for the newlyweds. They were certainly not meant to and do not generate qi and neither is this written down anywhere in the Yi Jing . The truth about object placement Understandably, it can be quite difficult for many people to know when an object is simply symbolic or decorative, and when it has true feng shui usage. This is because even in Classical feng shui , practitioners “place” items in the home. It is not uncommon for feng suhi practitioners to ask clients to place aquariums or wind chimes in certain sectors.



 The key always is understanding the origins of feng shui usage and its underlying purpose. Many of the items that have become associated with symbolism in feng shui application – they have simply become corrupted along the way. For example, the fixation with “Fishes” as bringing Wealth Qi originates from the use of aquariums in Clasical feng shui . You see, water helps collect Qi in feng shui so modern day practitioners, recognizing a bucket would look ugly in a house, asked clients to set up an aquarium. If you really have to use objects in feng shui, here's a simple guide: Ask yourself – what is it “made of” and not what does it “symbolize”. The material, physical substance does have some small elemental value that can help influence the qi in an area – for instance, an aquarium (water element) or wind chimes (metal element). If you have to consider the symbolic value then check if it is the creation of nature – like mountains, landforms, rivers and large rocks. Natural symbols have qi but don't get carried away. A little common sense goes a long way. So the next time you hear something that sounds a little outrageous ask yourself, if it is science or sign of superstition?



Expiring luck - Period 8 and your house By Joey Yap The changeover from Period 7 to Period 8 was the Feng Shui equivalent of Y2K – that point close to the new millennium when people started frantically stocking up on food for fear of the sky falling down when the clock signaled in the year 2000. Unless you have been holed up in Siberia for the last 3 years, you would have heard a friend or family member mention the Feng Shui of Period 8. Or heard something about it on television. Or read about it in the newspapers. Often with a possible ‘doomsday’ twist to the mention of this term. The changeover from Period 7 to Period 8 was the Feng Shui equivalent of Y2K – that point close to the new millennium when people started frantically stocking up on food for fear of the sky falling down when the clock signaled in the year 2000. Similarly, as February 4, 2004 inched closer, there were more than a few Feng Shui enthusiasts frantically renovating their homes to ‘conform’ to the new Qi of Period 8.



 But unlike the Y2K bug, which most people in the computer industry now acknowledge was blown out of proportion, Period 8 continues to be a source of concern for newcomers to the field of Feng Shui and clients who fear their luck has somehow ‘expired’ and that they need to make massive changes to their homes. Now, the cause of this ‘the sky is falling down’ syndrome when it comes to Period 8 is quite simply, a lack of understanding about what the changeover really means and the perpetuation of the myth that ‘luck expires’. In this article, I hope to adequately address and put to rest any concerns about Period 8, changing your home and these supposed Qi Expiry Dates. Understanding The Changeover In the practice of classical Feng Shui, there is a reference to time. Our universe is dynamic – the world is ever-changing and ever evolving. Qi too is dynamic and Feng Shui understands and caters to this. The time dimension of Feng Shui divides time into 20 year cycles, at the end of which there is a capital transformation in Qi. Period 7 runs from 1984 – 2003 and Period 8 which began in 2004, will end in 2023 ( February 3, 2024 to be precise). It’s all very organized and well laid out – which again should reassure you that the world is not about end just because it is now Period 8.



Flying Star Feng Shui is really where all this time dynamic takes place. Your home has a Natal chart, known as a Flying Star chart, that maps out the Qi of the property. It is drawn up based on the Period in which the building was completed and when you actually moved in to the property. (Chart One, above) In every Flying Star chart, the top right hand corner represents the Facing Star, the top left hand corner represents the Sitting Star. In general, Facing Stars govern wealth and career aspects and Sitting Stars govern people and health aspects. The idea behind Flying Stars Feng Shui is simple, a Flying Star practitioner wants to identify good facing or sitting stars to help the residents in their endeavours. The question is, what numbers are good? This is where the period (timing) information plays a major role. In different periods, different star numbers are regarded as good and other star numbers are regarded as having a negative impact on the Feng Shui of your property. In Period 7, the good star numbers are #7 but in Period 8, the star #7 now slowly begins to assume its negative qualities.



 Just like the Y2K panic all around the world, some Feng Shui enthusiasts were given the impression that they needed to renovate their properties as the Qi in their Period 6 (1964 - 1983) and Period 7 homes had expired and that they needed to ensure that their homes were now Period 8 houses. Renovation in Feng Shui terms invariably requires at least changing the roof, digging up the floor and replacing the floor tiles and replacing the main door. Period 8 does not come cheap. The Good News In actual fact there is no need to update your house so that the Flying Star chart of your house is a Period 8 Flying Star Chart. My article on Period 8 written in 2003 (titled Hoo Hah About Period 8) which can be found on http://www.joeyyap.com/fengshui/articles/index.asp - clearly explained that there is nothing to worry about when Period 8 rolls around. You just need to use the existing energy map of your house to tap into the correct sector of your house once you identify the location of the Qi for Period 8. And this exists in your Period 7 and even Period 6 Flying Star charts. But there are some Feng Shui practitioners who took this opportunity to create a climate of fear in an attempt to flog off items that would provide a ‘cure’ to the malady of Period 8. When asked to update your house to a Period 8 house, always ask what is the logical reason behind it. Most likely, there is no need to change the period of your house; managing the Feng Shui of Period 8 is all about knowing how to use the existing Flying Star chart of your house. For instance, Chart Two (above) is a South 2 Period 7 chart: During Period 7, the Wealth star is in the north. The water or main door would have been located in the north to activate the Star #7. Now that you are in Period 8 – without any serious renovations, you would still have the same Period 7 Flying Star chart in Period 8. The chart itself does not change – only the time changes. And with that, we also need to make small changes in how we use the Period 7 Flying Star chart of your home. What happens now is you no longer will want to activate the North #7 Star, you would concentrate your efforts on activating the #8 Facing star in the Southwest. All this can be done at minimal or no cost at all. Often, all that is needed is to make use of the room in which the #8 Star is located or have a water feature here to activate the Qi for Period 8. All this ‘upgrading’ of your house to change the Flying Star chart to Period 8 is not only a massive waste of money, it is uncalled for and in certain cases, downright counterproductive to the Feng Shui of your property. Moral of the Story: It is not about the chart you have but how you USE the chart. A Period 6 Flying Star chart that remains unchanged can STILL be used in period 8. Let’s take another example of a Period 6 (1964 - 1983) house that is facing Southeast 1 – as you can see, Chart Three (above), if you have this chart for your house, and we are now in the year 2005 in Period 8, all we need to do is activate the #8 Facing star in the Southwest.



 There is no need to change or upgrade a Period 6 house to a Period 8 house. Throwing a Qi Party? I remember hearing about an acquaintance throwing a major party and having a Lion Dance because it would supposedly change his Period 7 house to a Period 8 property. Your house chart will not change because of a massive celebration or the so-called Yang energies of a lion dance. This is just plain wishful thinking. Unlike milk, which carries an expiry date, Qi in the environment does not ‘expire’ overnight or change suddenly. It is a gradual process. Just as the Qi cannot turn bad in a day, it cannot be rejuvenated or turned favourable in a few hours just because you decide to have a lion dance, bang some drums and throw a party. Qi just does not work that way. When it comes to Period 8, the key is in understanding what it is all about before determining if you need to change your house chart.



Busting the Myth of the WATER DRAGON By Sherry Merchant Early into my exposure to Feng Shui, I started hearing about the mysterious “water dragon”, ... Early into my exposure to Feng Shui, I started hearing about the mysterious “water dragon”, generally in hushed tones and it made me wonder what all the discussion was about. It appeared to be the magical formula for wealth creation in an instant. When you are new, you soak up everything like a sponge and I was no different. So I looked for the information and I share here what I found, without naming the sources: • •



The water dragon is not a wet mythical beast, but an elaborate water formation created artificially. Among its various avatars, one version clearly defines it as a pool of water with a structured entry point at a particular degree and an exit point at another degree, both degrees clearly specified. In fact, these degrees were given out judiciously as “top secret”, and were closely guarded by us foolish students. Why foolish? Because years later, these not-so-secret secret exits were found printed in a 35-dollar book, THE TEN THOUSAND YEAR CALENDAR by Joey Yap.



I then chanced upon another book by a very famous hence seemingly credible writer. This book too had detailed instructions on how to become a millionaire in ten easy steps or something meant to sound like that. It sounded a bit confusing,



 and more like a lesson on landscaping, and I also found that it was eminently unusable in Mumbai, where I come from as we don't have mansions with gardens to try all these stunts. The next step was to ask among the then-senior students what they knew about the water dragons. (I was yet in the learning and discovering process) I was given the name of 3 who I knew personally, two pretty well and the third, vaguely. They all had the good fortune of having some very senior person do it for them and were highly recommending that I follow suit. Around that time, I moved into a house that had a large (by Mumbai standards) private garden in front. Just the stuff I needed to try out this mystical water dragon stuff. Armed with my secret formula, I followed the exact directions for the 5 Ghost Carry Treasure formula. The house faces NW and the formula specified water in the Southwest, and a mountain in the Southeast. So far, so good. But the instructions also said, “measured from the main door”, so I sited the pool of water at what appeared to be the Southwest sector as measured from my main door. To my absolute delight, it was near the spot where we spent most of our time in the garden and the spot was perfect! The house was on a hill slope so I already had a real mountain in the Southeast. Now all I had to do was wait and rake in the Moolah! I waited. And waited, and then wonder of wonders, the money started looking really good. My water dragon was working. The year was 2003. The Annual 8 was in the West . My husband and I generally sit in a corner of the garden every night for a last cup of tea before we go to bed. One night in early March 2004, I was taking an early morning flight so we decided to skip the tea and go to bed early, so I could get some sleep. I had not yet touched the pillow when I heard a huge crash. A corner of the building ledge had crumbled and the concrete had fallen exactly where I would have been sitting, had we decided to have that cup of tea. This really disturbed me, and I kept thinking that I had missed something. Then I remembered a stray conversation that had taken place a year ago, and it hit me like a bolt out of the blue. When I had just set up this water dragon, in early 2003, Joey saw it and said: You have erred on two counts: 1. You have placed water in the West, in the big Tai chi, so you do not have Southwest water as you had imagined. This is Tui water NOT Kun water. 2. You cannot place water in the West as it violates the in-direct spirit rule. However, as the annual 8 is in the West this year, enjoy it in these exceptional circumstances for a year and then remove it.



 I should have remembered this and removed the water before we hit Feb 4, 2004, and THIS is what had caused the problem. It was not the water dragon that had worked but the activation of the annual 8 in the West. Now the annual 7 was in the West and the water activating #7 Star in period 8 is not good at all. I then was keen to find out the fate of the other water dragons. I was told they had worked, so why was mine a flop? My findings: One victim had become an emotional wreck, the other had divorced her husband of a quarter century and the third had gone bankrupt. All I can say is that Joey's timely advice saved me from the same fate. My assumption is that the water dragon formulas have a basis but they must bear in mind certain rules: •



•



• • • •



You are never to violate the direct-indirect spirit rules. No matter what, you do not place water in the West, Northwest, South or the Northeast while making a water dragon. You must be supported by real landforms Outside to bring the qi inside. No point putting a 6 inch high “symbolic rock” when outside in the same direction you have a raging ocean. A building is not a mountain. No building with all the activity that goes on inside can be really Yin. You must use both the mountain and the specified water not one or the other. (the water supports the wealth and the mountain the people luck) The reference point is the center of the house. The formulas disregard the LOCATIONAL aspect while placing the dragon, and only concentrate on the entry-exit aspects.



This is no do-it-yourself home kit. You are not baking brownies from a package, you cannot afford to go wrong here, so this is best left to a professional. Finally, your destiny has to be able to support this. If I am missing something I am open to correction. If anybody can prove to me that the water dragon has worked, I would love to have the information, after all who does not want to be a millionaire? The meaning of working here has to be a significant change in the bottom line. I for one don't believe in the myth of these so called artificial water dragons. So then are these books trash? Why are we slaves to the printed word? Everything printed is not the gospel truth. We need to learn by experience and observation, and a good dose of common sense. There are no shortcut methods to getting rich. Feng Shui can only help if done in the correct manner.



 Acute case of symbols paranoia ? By Joey Yap It is not uncommon to see people obsessed with feng shui. Everything in their lives are feng shui-ed and they become paralysed with so many different feng shui things. It is not uncommon to see people obsessed with Feng Shui. Everything in their lives are Feng Shui-ed and they become paralysed with so many different ‘Feng Shui things’ to do that it becomes impossible to find anything in their home that hasn’t got a ‘Feng Shui significance’. Our article today will focus on what you really should look into when applying Classical Feng Shui and conversely, what has no real bearing on the Feng Shui of your property. Does everything that looks Oriental in your home have Feng Shui significance? The straightforward answer to this is a resounding No. But this answer doesn’t always satisfy some very paranoid ‘Feng Shui enthusiasts’ out there. Does Everything Have to ‘Symbolize’ Something? You hear it everywhere; ‘gee, that looks like a “Wealth Pot”, it represents Money flowing into my home!’ or ‘hey, look, a money plant, this must symbolise money growing in my home everyday!’. And a painting of a ship carrying gold? ‘wow! A ship sailing with gold! If I now put this in my home, it becomes a harbour for ships of gold, thereby making me wealthy’. In this way, every painting, every oriental item now becomes a symbol or representation of ‘good luck.’ Perhaps this has really been taken too far. What began as nothing more than art has now been misunderstood and generalised as ‘Feng Shui’. You see, the Chinese culture is rich with motifs and positive symbolisms, people in the old days revelled in surrounding themselves with positive affirmations. Even if they weren’t rich, it reminded them of prosperity and good fortune and made them feel better. None of these was ever meant to be anything more than cultural designs; all of these are now misconstrued as part of Chinese Feng Shui. Chinese Cultural Arts (like furniture design, ornaments and interior design) and Feng Shui are actually TWO very different worlds apart. Feng Shui is actually a skill of studying the Qi flow in the environment, planetary influences, contours of the land, river and mountain formations in relation to a property. In Feng Shui, four key factors are often considered – Environment, Building (shape, layout and structure), Residents and Time.



 How About Garden Feng Shui? Stop me if you’ve heard this one before; some people actually consider Chinese Gardens as being part of Feng Shui. Is this actually true? You can all say it with me now – NO. The only two things in a Chinese Garden even remotely connected to Feng Shui would be the rocks and if it had one; a pond. Other than that, all the moon-gates, the types of tree and any sort of Oriental flower has no significance in how the Qi flows around your property. A considerable amount of resources and time is spent by people trying to figure out just what plant in their garden will bring them good luck. As I mentioned before, money plants seem to rank highly in this list amongst a few other varieties. Cactuses, I am told, are a supposed no-no in Feng Shui. Any Qi a plant may generate is so negligible as to be insignificant in the greater scheme of things. So there is no reason to be paranoid over what plants you have in your home or garden. If you study the ancient classical Feng Shui literatures, none of them mention or even discuss a reliance on ornamental objects and symbols as Feng Shui. Nothing such as this has ever been suggested, from the times of the Yellow Emperor (2700bc) until the Qing Dynasty (1641 – 1911), the principles of Feng Shui have always dealt with direction and location in determining the flow of Qi. Yet today, the paranoia is on. To the extent that they feel they MUST have a certain décor in a certain location of their home, otherwise the sky may very well fall on their heads in an angry Feng Shui wrath. What’s really important in your garden should just be the location of your rock mountains and ponds, if you have any of these. Based on the Period 8 Ling Zheng Shen principle (the macro picture), the following table will show you where in your garden you should locate each of these. It’s a general guide and obviously a more personalised Feng Shui Consultation with a skilled Feng Shui practitioner will allow you to hone these further based on your own individual property.



The above represents the basic understanding for ‘water’ placement in



 accordance to Xuan Kong San Yuan Feng Shui from the start of Period 6 (1964) until end of Period 9 (2043). Meaning, the generally accepted ‘location’ for water features (like lake, ponds and swimming pool) in the external environment would be Southwest, East, SouthEast and North. Of course, this needs to be further qualified by each individual house’s Xuan Kong Flying Star chart. Are there exceptions to this general principle? Yes of course. That’s when we consider the Xuan Kong Da Gua chart of each house and find out the exact position where water placement is needed to stimulate the Qi for the entire house. This concept is similar to the concept of stimulating meridian points in the practice of Chinese Acupuncture – the idea is to identify the ‘meridian point’ of the house and stimulate the flow of Qi accordingly. All this can be achieved with the simple strategic placement of a water feature. What About Symbols? Can we stimulate the Qi in the house with a symbolic object? Symbols that you may see have largely to do with religious or cultural practice. If you look at most religious practices, they emphasize a lot on the usage of symbols and rituals during prayer. Feng Shui is not a religion. It is a metaphysical science of environmental energies and how to make the most of it. It does not place any reliance on the use of symbols. If it did, why weren’t this important concept mentioned in ANY of the ancient classical literatures of Feng Shui? Bagua Me Baby Then how about the BaGua Mirror you ask? Isn’t this a Feng Shui tool? Sorry to disappoint you again there but the BaGua is nothing more than a diagram indicating a mathematical model of the universe. In this model, the universe is based on the polarities of Yin (Negative) and Yang (Positive). By itself, the BaGua has no special ‘powers’. It is not uncommon to see the BaGua mirrors used for SPIRITUAL purposes – mostly after a host of prayers and rituals are done to them. Some Chinese believe that BaGua mirrors could be used to ward off spirits in certain circumstances. Unfortunately, this is not part of Feng Shui and people have confused spiritual practices with it. In Feng Shui, we only use the BaGua (without the mirror) as a diagram for calculations and to derive formulas. Symbols have power only in the minds of those who believe in them. In Feng Shui, all calculations and assessment is based on the natural Qi (energy) flow from the environment, how it courses from the external to the internal of the home. Symbols are only good to the extent of creating positive thoughts in the minds of people; they do not generate any Qi of their own. The BaGua is akin to a country’s flag. A flag inspires patriotism. But on its own, a



 flag is just a piece of coloured cloth with no special powers or Qi. But then, why do we hear complaints when the opposite neighbour puts up a BaGua mirror outside their house, facing ours? Why suddenly a series of mishaps? Simple – it’s all in the mind. There are thousands of people who have houses facing a BaGua mirror, why are you the only one facing problems? Because you’ve been told that this is ‘bad’ Feng Shui. This subsequently affects your thoughts and anything negative that befalls you immediately gets blamed on the BaGua opposite your house. Because Feng Shui is only concerned with the Qi in the environment and how the house or office taps into this, you should not allow your mind to ‘believe’ that some symbol or item is true simply based on what others say. Once you understand that Feng Shui is all about harnessing Qi flow, then there’s no more paranoia over the décor inside your home. If you are an avid Chinese art and ornament collector like me, then you should purchase these wonderful works for their artistic value. Not because you are hoping they will bring you ‘good luck’ or miraculously fix all your mundane problems. So don't be panaroid and have fun with your collection.



When the qi flows well By Joey Yap If you kept an open window or door in that sector and used it often, it would serve the very same purpose. No need for any items of an ‘auspicious nature’. We are quite lucky here in Kuala Lumpur we are blessed with a variety of gastronomical delights. And as anyone who knows me well will tell you, I am a big fan of good food. So, it was only natural for me to happily accept a friend’s invitation to dinner – he is a Feng Shui enthusiast and we always have interesting discussions when we get together. Halfway through my bak kut teh, the proprietor of the restaurant approached me and introduced himself. My friend was a long-time customer of his and apparently the restaurant owner had begged him to bring me to his restaurant. Caught a little off-guard, I only had a chance to mumble a ‘hello’ before he told me he had seen my show on 8TV last week and wanted my opinion on the Feng Shui of his restaurant. Before I could reach into my bowl for another mouthful, he was already pointing out a Lucky Cat he had on the corner of his restaurant. As my friend had already



 whipped out a travel Luo Pan he had brought along and was urging me to do him a favour, I decided the only way to eat my meal in peace was to settle this once and for all. I don’t usually undertake Feng Shui Consultations unless professionally engaged by the client and come prepared but considering the circumstances, I decided it might seem rude to both my friend and the restaurant owner to decline. So out came the travel Luo Pan for a quick measurement of the premises. He said the Lucky Cat generated some good luck when he first put it in the corner but after a few months, his business wasn’t doing as well as it once was and even his usual customers visited less frequently. His question was, ‘does the Cat have the correct paw up?’. If you are wondering what this Lucky Cat is, this is a small porcelain statue of a cat that is shown standing on its hindquarters waving. The electronic version o f this has the paw actually moving up and down – as if waving at customers to come in. I remember seeing it only at Japanese restaurants but the trend seems to have caught on all over the place. After checking the facing direction of his premises, I quite easily told him his Cat was in the wrong position. And that it should be in the Southwest corner of his restaurant. I pointed out the spot in the back where it should go. “Why is the front of the shop the wrong place for it? Is the paw wrongly placed?”, the owner, Loong, asked me. I shook my head. ‘No, you see Mr. Loong, you had this Lucky Cat in the Northeast sector last year – in front of the shop. And this year, the business has not really been as expected, am I right?’, I asked him. He nodded in agreement. Well, last year (2004) the Annual Star #8 was in the Northeast sector – most of you may already know that the #8 Star is the Wealth star in Period 8 (20042023). 2004



 Which paw the Cat is holding up, has no bearing on the Feng Shui of the property – it had more to do with the slow moving object (the electronic swinging of the Cat paw) that helped stimulate the Qi in the area. You see, annually there are changes in the Qi of the property that we can tap into or activate to help us in our endeavours. This year, 2005, the Wealth Star #8 is in the South and so the Cat no longer stimulated the flow of Wealth Qi when it was still kept in the Northeast. “Okay, I see how it works now, but shouldn’t the Cat be in the South for this year? Why did you ask me to move it to the Southwest then?’, Mr. Loong quickly asked me. My reply was already on the tip of my tongue, ‘the Southwest has the Star #1 this year(2005), the star #9 in 2006 and the star #8 in 2007. If you have your ‘moving’ object there – you are set. For the next three years, it will help stimulate the flow of Qi without you having to worry about it. 2005



2006



 2007



These numbers you see in the charts above, represent bodies of Qi in a particular sector during these years. As a general guide, the positive Qi areas are represented by the numbers #8, #9 and #1. “So, it really doesn’t matter what direction the Lucky Cat faces or which paw is up?’ I smiled and explained, ‘Of course not, your Lucky Cat is just a cat statue made of porcelain. No different to any other. It’s a man-made object with no possibility of generating any Qi on its own. The idea that it can create ‘wealth’ is just a Japanese lifestyle invention. It’s usually used for ‘fun’ and not for any Feng Shui purpose’. ‘But a Taiwanese customer told me to put it up saying that it was a very popular Feng Shui symbol’, he weakly protested. ‘Is your customer a Feng Shui Master?’, I asked him. Mr. Loong shook his head when the obvious dawned on him. People often listen to some random advice disbursed by a friend without really knowing what it’s about or how their friend came to know about it. More often than not, it’s a superstitious titbit their friend would have picked up from some unreliable source. Why then does some superstition seem to work at times? Well as you can see from our story today, sometimes the placement of a moving object helps stimulate the existing Qi within that sector – AT THAT POINT IN TIME. It is NOT the object that is generating the Qi but simply acting as a catalyst for the Qi that is already in that area. If you kept an open window or door in that sector and used it often, it would serve the very same purpose. No need for any items of an ‘auspicious nature’. Where businesses are concerned, Feng Shui especially needs to be implemented in a subtle fashion. Have you ever seen a major corporation with lots and lots of Good Fortune items in their lobby and around their office buildings? Of course not, think about it.



 Then how do large corporations apply Feng Shui? It’s all done by strategically placing their Main Door, their walkway / passages and ideal location of key management offices. Once the Qi is flowing, your Feng Shui is already good. No object is needed. Now that’s the real art of Classical Feng Shui.



Who's Best Directions? By Joey Yap I had just landed at Kuala Lumpur International Airport, strolling out of the arrival lounge in my usual glad-to-back-home fashion when I caught a man intently peering at me. I had just landed at Kuala Lumpur International Airport, strolling out of the arrival lounge in my usual glad-to-back-home fashion when I caught a man intently peering at me. I don't consider myself a particularly good looking person, so I smiled at him politely. He took this as an invitation. 'Are you Joey Yap?' he asked me. I was trying to think if somehow I owed him money when I answered with a cautious, 'yes, good to meet you'. 'I am Mr. Chow, I sent you a question and you have yet to answer me', he said, sounding very much like I owed him money. It seems he was a big follower of my TV show and also the weekly columns in the New Straits Times. I explained to Mr. Chow that as much as I would like to answer the questions sent to me, my mailbox has been piling up and I may not be able to answer all of them. That would have been the end of the discussion if he had not grabbed my hand and said, 'I NEED you to answer just this ONE question. My marriage depends on it'. In the interest of his family's happiness, I asked him what I could do to help. 'My wife is an East Group and I am a West Group Gua, we were told we need to sleep in separate rooms! What should I do? My wife has threatened to stop cooking if I go ahead with this Feng Shui technique. And if you know my wife, she is not a woman to be trifled with', he lamented. So what REALLY is the Eight Mansions System of Feng Shui? This is not an uncommon question that I get and I did take some time to address this in my TV program but Mr. Chow most likely missed that episode. So let me address it again in this column. For those of you who are new to classical Feng Shui, the 8 Mansions is one of



 various systems of classical Feng Shui. And many of you may have already heard of your best 'personal direction' concept. Basically it categorizes people into East Group and West Group – each with positive and negative directions based on the 8 cardinal directions of the compass (North, Northeast, East, Southeast, South, Southwest and so forth). And many of you may have been told that East group people must make use of the East, South, North and Southeast as their good sectors/directions; while for West Group people, the West, Northwest, Northeast and Southwest holds true. You can refer to the table below for a clearer picture:



Now, it is invariable that at some point, a wife will discover she and her husband are not of the same Grouping or vice versa. And then the debate about sleeping in different beds, facing different directions or studies in different parts of the house becomes an issue. I have even heard of couples who sleep in the same bed, but with their feet facing each other, in order to achieve their best personal directions. Should a Feng Shui system really divide a happy couple in such a fashion?



 If it sounds like hogwash, you are right. It is. This whole situation stems from a lack of authentic education on classical Feng Shui and also a lack of proper literature on the 8 Mansions system of Feng Shui. The truth is: the 8 Mansions system of Feng Shui has another important piece of information that is often less discussed - the House Gua. Just as a person has a Life Gua, the House also has a distinctive Qi map and is classified as one of the 8 types of Guas. This knowledge is actually clearly written in the original 8 Mansions Feng Shui classics: 1. Eight Mansions Bright Mirror Classics 2. Golden Star Classics The 'Secret' of the House Gua You simply cannot practice 8 Mansions Feng Shui without knowing the House Gua. It would be like trying to play tennis without a tennis racket! This piece of information is so crucial as to be considered the missing link in your practice of 8 Mansions Feng Shui. There is a huge relationship between your personal Life Gua (think of it as your personal energy map) and House Gua (house's energy map.) Many people make this mistake of buying or renovating their house based solely on their personal Life Gua (or Ming Gua). This can often cause friction between a husband and wife; in today's situation where both the husband and wife work, who is to be regarded as the breadwinner and whose Gua then takes precedence? How can two people get along like this when one person's best direction is the other person's worst? And which East is the best? Will facing East in Bangsar or Kepong or Subang Jaya deliver the same results? Of course it won't! Why? Because you will be living in a different house that has its own HOUSE Gua and each House Gua has a different Qi map that alters or determines the quality of your individual Gua. Hence why the ancient classics clearly taught us, the need to consider the quality of Qi in the house and to make doubly sure they even labeled it 8 MANSIONS system of Feng Shui in reference to 8 different types of House Gua. Somehow along the way, this crucial piece of information was lost and everyone came to know only about the personal Life Gua. Leading to many an unhappy wife or husband who felt they had to 'sacrifice' for their partners wellbeing. Some students are even unclear on some of the terminology used in the 8 Mansions system of Feng Shui. They refer to a person's third best direction as Nien Yien when it should correctly be referred to as Yan Nian . I am not sure how this came to be or who propagated this but the translation must have been lost when it was translated into English. Ironically, when you pronounce the words incorrectly like this – it means something else altogether.



 In fact, the 8 House Gua and the 8 Life Gua work hand-in-hand as the two key information required when applying the 8 Mansions system of Feng Shui. Good for Both Parties Even if a loving couple belongs to 'different life gua' groups, all you need to do is to identify which sectors of the house that are suitable for BOTH of them based on what's good in the house! A house has its own good and bad sectors too! Thus, irregardless of whether you are East or West group, all you need to do is to identify which are the good sectors of the house and use them accordingly! Then your problem is fixed! As you progress further in your study of 8 Mansions Feng Shui, you will learn more advanced methods like Xing Gong Sheng Ke (Star versus Palace Growth and Counter Relationship) and the 8 Wandering Stars of 8 Mansions method (Ba Yao Xing). All advanced systems of 8 Mansions Feng Shui. So the next time you come across someone looking to split you and your partner up, remember, it is not called the 8 LIFE Gua system of Feng Shui, it is rightly called the 8 ‘MANSIONS’ system of Feng Shui.



Missing Sectors and Work Types By Mastery Academy Research Center Basic knowledge in the ‘Ba Gua', or the Eight Trigrams, can give us a lot of information about a building. Basic knowledge in the ‘Ba Gua', or the Eight Trigrams, can give us a lot of information about a building. When Lisa was looking for a new office block for her beauty salon, one of the potential properties had a damaged Southeast corner, being speared by external negative features. This fact alone was a big disadvantage to Lisa. Firstly, her Gua number was 4 (‘Xun' Gua), and the Southeast sector is the ‘palace' for this Gua. Secondly, her work involved alot of creativity, beauty, and communication. These are the qualities represented by the star 4 Green. You see every ‘star' (body of Qi) in a property has a corresponding ‘palace' in one of the eight sectors. When a palace is damaged or missing, the quality of the star it governs is affected. Certain stars are crucial for certain kinds of work, people, and characteristics.



 Sector/Palace



Star



Occupational Aspects



North



1



Intelligence, Thinking, Research, Travel.



North East



8



Finance, Assets, Insurance.



East



3



Competitive sports, Speech, Language.



South East



4



Creativity, Beauty, Relationships.



South



9



Glamour, Growth, Communication.



South West



2



Land, Property, Healing.



West



7



Metaphysics, Religion, Persuasion.



North West



6



Authority, Politics, Machinery.



For example, a PR and Advertising Firm should pay special attention to the Southeast and South sectors. A negative feature (like sharp jagged roofs) outside these sectors can damage the quality of the corresponding stars (4 and 9) and subsequently affects creativity, relationship building and communication. In such a case, this PR Firm may develop a bad reputation due to client miscommunication. The Creative Team will also find it hard to generate good ideas and sell them to their clients. A Law Firm, on the other hand, would of course require the Qi of the star 3. Therefore it is essential that such premises do not have a missing East sector and ‘see' and external ‘Sha' at that point. A Chinese Medicine shop draws on the qualities of the star 2 (Southwest sector) because it involves healing. Writers will find it hard to work in a property with a damaged or missing Southeast and North sectors – Politicians and Judges, for example, should check on the Northwest sector. Do note that a person's Gua number does NOT mean that he has the related qualities. Being Gua 1 person does not mean that a person should become a researcher or tour guide. The Star numbers that I am referring to above, refers instead to how the Qi in a property affects the occupants of the property. Make a short list of the nature of your work. Then inspect the condition of the corresponding sector. This is one simple way to assess if your building is supporting (or hindering) your job.



Don't sweat the small stuff By Joey Yap



 I have been fortunate enough to have been involved in Feng Shui for most of my adult life. What is unfortunate about this though, is the tragedy of how people can take the smallest things in Feng Shui and blow it out of proportion. I have been fortunate enough to have been involved in Feng Shui for most of my adult life. What is unfortunate about this though, is the tragedy of how people can take the smallest things in Feng Shui and blow it out of proportion. Things that have a miniscule or non-effect in Feng Shui are made to look like scary monsters that will eat your liver if given a chance. And you see them everywhere these days. Couples going crazy over the Feng Shui effect of having a certain colour for their curtains, trying any technique to ‘energize’ every nook and cranny of their house with oriental décor….some even secretly resorting to hiding stones under their bed or tying tassels on their doorknobs. What has the world come to? Who wants to live life in such paranoia? What was the reason you started with Feng Shui in the first place? Feng Shui is about bringing harmony to the home and to the family, peace of mind to the occupants. Instead, you now have innocent housewives frantically trying to hide a stone underneath her bed thinking that if not, her husband will have an affair. Or worse, losing hair and sleep over worries that some ‘water on the right side of the door’ will be causing her husband to stray. This not what Feng Shui is about! Certainly not in Classical Feng Shui. In fact, far from this - Classical Feng Shui generally focuses on how your house is receiving the Qi (energies) from your external environment. If your house is aligned correctly to receive this Qi, then everything else falls into place and you can have any décor or colour in your home. Isn’t that a nice revelation? Any object or decoration in your house, does not generate any Qi, so there is no necessity to sweat over this small stuff. Other than affecting you psychologically, if you worry too much about it, this has no effect on the Feng Shui of your home. Too many couples seem to get into unnecessary arguments over the smallest of décor in the house, caused by this misguided notion that it is ‘Feng Shui’. I even had an e-mail recently from a lady who strained her relationship with her husband because she went on a ‘Feng Shui decorating’ spree and put up many Chinese artefacts in her house. Her husband thought she was bordering on insanity and wasting money. The irony of this story; the poor lady was just trying to apply ‘Feng Shui’ to ensure a happy home and good relationship with her husband. Just because you place some decorative item in some corner, it won’t ruin the Feng Shui of your home and bring you bad luck. If you enjoy collecting these, go ahead, there is nothing to worry about. The only way anything ‘bad’ can happen is if you imagine the item as having a wealth or romance attribute to it and worry



 over where to place it. But this is not Feng Shui, it’s plain simple psychology. When applying Feng Shui, observe the external environment and measure the Qi flow from the external to the internal environment of your property. The main factors to consider here is the Main Door, Kitchen and Bedroom. If these key factors of your home are located correctly, tapping into the right direction, then your Feng Shui is done. Conversely, if these three factors are wrongly aligned, no amount of décor is going to help improve the Feng Shui of your home. There are various special techniques a serious Feng Shui practitioner would advocate to tap into the Qi in the environment – Xuan Kong Da Gua, Xuan Kong Flying Stars or Ba Zhai methods. All which, depending on the situation, are techniques focusing on the alignment of your house to receive beneficial Qi. Every house has it’s own Qi map that is unique. If you want to find out how to get your houses Qi map, you can plot your house charts here : http://www.masteryacademy.com/Resources/onlinetools/flyingstarcalculator.asp



If you have this Qi map for instance, and your door is located at the Southeast sector and your bedroom at the South or West sectors, your home already has good Feng Shui. Because the Qi in those areas of the house are positive and your positioning of your main door and bedroom already utilizes these energies naturally. So remember, don’t sweat the small stuff. If you enjoy your China ornaments but have been plagued with worries over placing it ‘wrongly’ or if it might bring you bad luck if placed in a certain corner, don’t worry. They can’t harm you. If you enjoy collecting them, go ahead. Indulge in your collection and feel good. If you do not feel that you need them, you don’t! Feng Shui is all about the natural Qi in your environment



 To consult or not to consult ? By Joey Yap “How do I know what to expect from a Feng Shui consultation? How do I know if the consultant is for real?”. This, I thought, would make an excellent topic for my article this week; what exactly does a Feng Shui consultation involve? Do you need one? How do you get one? And what to expect. By now, many of you readers may have already caught my Discover Feng Shui with Joey Yap program that is on at 11pm every Sunday night on 8TV. On the show, I ask my viewers to send in their questions, so that I can answer them in the next episode. It might surprise you that one of the most frequent question I get is, “How do I know what to expect from a Feng Shui consultation? How do I know if the consultant is for real?”. This, I thought, would make an excellent topic for my article this week; what exactly does a Feng Shui consultation involve? Do you need one? How do you get one? And what to expect. In Search of the Real McCoy Perhaps one of the most troubling dilemmas is this; how do we know that the person we just hired to inspect the Feng Shui of our property, is for real? The answer is simple. The same way you would look for a reliable doctor. You check their qualifications. You ask for their background, their qualifications (on the subject of Feng Shui – what system of Feng Shui they apply), level of experience, affiliation and references. Just like you would when looking for any other service provider. There are many consultants around these days, so shop around. Ask and talk to people who have had consults done for references. Tell the consultant why you are looking for a consultation; check if he is confident in handling your case. Sometimes an inexperienced Feng Shui consultant may not be able to handle a very complex case. And they will tell you. For instance, some Feng Shui consultants are experts in auditing Yin Houses (grave yards), but the can't do houses. Or they might be experts in handling landed houses but aren't so good at handling condominiums or apartments. (Didn't you know that there are specialists in the practice of Feng Shuitoo?) One the other hand, if you don't really have a problem, if things are going really well in your life – you DON'T need a consultation. Undertake a Feng Shui consultation because there is an aspect of your life you would like to improve –



 not just to keep up with the Jones. Spotting a Quack If he steps out of his car looking like a character from an episode of X-Files, you need to be wary. Most Feng Shui consultants go to work the very same way you would – in professional office attire. He definitely does not strut out in flowing robes like he might have just come from a Jedi Council meeting, sporting an incense instead of a light saber. The next giveaway is usually his advice to ‘enhance' or ‘activate' every sector of your home with some specific item. Conveniently enough, he will have most of these items right in the trunk of his car, or a large suitcase he may bring along. In case you find yourself being the recipient of such bad news as, ‘your house is infested with bad Qi' or worse, haunted and you will need to pay a princely sum to have it all fixed. And bad things happen to people who don't get this ‘infestation' taken care of, he will warn you. This is a typical scare tactic con artists deploy, so beware. Another typical type are those who will tell you that they have created billionaires and that it is your ‘good fortune' to have met him or her on that day. This always fascinates me – if a Feng Shui Master can create billionaires, why on earth is he still slogging away doing a Feng Shui consultation for you? Why doesn't he just make himself a billionaire? I am more surprised by the fact that not many people challenge this claim made by the so-called Feng Shui practitioner. What's in a Feng Shui Consult? A proper Feng Shui Consult will often first involve the inspection of your External Environment prior to taking a look at the internal layout of your home. If you're wondering why, it's because Qi originates from your external environment, it is NOT manifested inside your home or from any objects or corners inside. Your consultant needs to verify where this Qi is from before he is able to determine how he will harness it to benefit your home. Internally, he would usually use the Eight Mansions, Xuan Kong Flying Stars or Xuan Kong Da Gua systems of Feng Shui. (There are other branches of classical Feng Shui systems too, you can ask him what he practices). You would have seen him calculating or working with an energy map of your home after taking the relevant measurements and directions – this is also known as the Natal Charts of your home and may look to you like a tic-tac-toe grid with numbers in each of the boxes. Sometimes the calculation may look pretty complicated involving several trigrams from the Yi Jing (Da Gua) method of assessment. If he comes right in, walks around, starts telling you about colors and décor – congratulations, you've just hired yourself an Interior Decorator. Not a Feng Shui consultant.



 A genuine Feng Shui consultant will also ask for the date and time of birth for residents living in the house, or if its and office, the birth data of key personnel. This is used to calculate a BaZi or Destiny Chart. This is how a Feng Shui practitioner DIAGNOSES his patients (residents of the property) before making out his prescription (Feng Shui remedies). If you don't see his analysis of your BaZi – ask him what method he is using to diagnose your problems – chances are you might not be getting the right prescription. What Should You Prepare? I do understand that many people fear bringing in a Feng Shui consultant because they might be told they need to undertake massive renovations or are forced to buy things that they don't need. A proper Feng Shui consultation does not always involve renovations, there are usually many alternatives that can be explored. It all depends on the skill level of your Feng Shui practitioner. Classical Feng Shui remedies are usually very subtle, for example, changing your sleeping direction, changing rooms , positioning of water features or realigning your working desk. A good consultant will even be able to tell you what measures you can physically or mentally undertake to cope with the effects your Feng Shui in case you could not adjust your house's interior due to constraints. What I mean by this is “actions” taken to fix a problem that might be evident presently or sometime in the near future due to the Qi of the house. A thorough consultation should always be done in various stages. You meet up with the consultant to discuss your scope of work, he will then come to your property to inspect it, after which a summary of the consultation is prepared and you would then meet up with him again to be briefed on the findings of your property. It should take about two to three weeks for the complete consultation, unless there is a real urgent rush on your part. Could a consultation be done in two hours? Of course, but expect a really rush job. With no proper report and mostly verbal communication on what needs to be done. Don't be surprised if you forget what your consultant told you during the consultation. This is the reason why Feng Shui consultants today prepare proper reports and maintain documentation. You can even engage your consultant to work hand-in-hand with your Interior Designer or Architects, saving you the hassle of being the go-between and the risk of miscommunication. I hope this has helped answer your questions, provided you with a guideline on Feng Shui consultations and set your mind at ease. I will have another interesting article for you next week, so do watch this space.



Yearning to become WEALTHY OVERNIGHT ? By Joey Yap Is there a special feng shui formula to make someone wealthy overnight ?



 Is there a special Feng Shui formula to make someone Wealthy overnight? As absurd as it may seem, some people think this is how it is. Or this is what they have been sold on when engaging a Feng Shui practitioner or when they read books on Feng Shui. After many, many years of research, of studying and interviewing numerous Feng Shui Masters, having taught students all over the world and traveled thousands of miles - I have yet to come across this 'miraculous', get-rich-quick Feng Shui formula. It simply does not exist. So, where then did this idea originate from? Just as some people assume Feng Shui is about the decor in their homes or offices, so too do people assume that their bank accounts will grow itself overnight if they start to decorate their house 'auspiciously'. Here's a thought to ponder - have you seen a Feng Shui Master's name on the top 10 of the Fortune 500 list? The fact of the matter is, there are some limitations to what you can do with Feng Shui. You are still governed by Heaven Luck (your personal, God given Destiny), which denotes the life you will have. Feng Shui is an art designed to help you make the most of your external environment to help you in your endeavours. Just like science and technology, it will make things easier to attain and get you closer to your goals in life but it cannot dramatically alter the course of your entire Destiny. If you are wondering just what Heaven Luck is, let me explain it a bit. In the study of Chinese Metaphysics, a person's life is governed by three key factors Heaven Luck, Earth Luck and Man Luck. Imagine that you are on a voyage, Heaven Luck is the boat that you are given; you might have been lucky to have a cruise ship or may have ended up with a 'sampan' - either way, this is the boat you are given at birth. Man Luck is your efforts in guiding this ship - as the ship's captain. This encompasses all your efforts, determination and perseverance to succeed - you choose where to go, how to do it and when you want to do it. Then there is Earth Luck - which is the part that Feng Shui plays. Earth Luck is similar to the tides and the winds that carry your ship - they can make a smooth sailing voyage or they can go against you. The problem is, people have been misled to believe that a 'secret' Feng Shui solution exists to all the problems in their life! They just need the right 'item' - like the medicine to a life ailment they can't fix on their own, maybe its financial or relationship problems, but they are often told there is a Feng Shui cure for everything that ails them. Another question to ponder for you reading this - is there cure for every disease? To a great extent, how effective Feng Shui is for you also depends on WHERE you are living, after all, what you are trying to do with Feng Shui is harness the Qi in your environment. If the Qi in your environment is the type that is supportive



 of your endeavours, then 'activating' the Qi inside your home becomes much easier. But what if you do not have such Qi in the environment? Well, to be honest, there are then some limitations to how effective your Feng Shui results will be. This is because the Qi that is available from your immediate environment is simply limited. So, you will need to focus more on your Man Luck, change the way you approach issues and tackle problems, realign your goals in a more realistic manner. Feng Shui is a TOOL used to help you achieve your goals, but it is not an end-all to your life's worries. There is no real way to apply Feng Shui to become an overnight millionaire. But if you have a huge and sound business idea coupled with the courage to see it through, Feng Shui can give you the unseen advantage to make it easier for you to achieve your dreams and become a success. Keep in mind though - you first NEED A GOAL to start off with! If you are hoping that money will simply fall out of the sky because you have applied Feng Shui to your home, you are in for a sore disappointment. I know, I know. Some of you are definitely going to bring up the 'Water Dragon' technique of Feng Shui that some people claim can bring you millions. According to popular understanding, this 'method' requires that you create a special drainage system in your garden to replicate a 'Dragon' aimed at enhancing your 'Wealth Luck'. This is a popular misconception. If you study the ancient book "Water Dragon Classics 水龍經" or "Di Li Wu Jue (Earthly Principles Five Verses 地理五訣)' you'd find that the book clearly indicates that Water (Yang Qi) must be matched by the appropriate Mountain or Land formation (Yin Qi). If you apply just the 'formula' of Water Dragon blindly (like trying to make a drain to simulate a dragon in your garden), it is simply a recipe for disaster. Everything in Feng Shui is about balance. Creating a drain and calling a Dragon does not actually generate good 'Qi' in your actual environment. I have come across so many people who fall into great problems as a result of their greed; trying to implement a Water Dragon with no clear idea on what it really is or does. Water Dragon methods are not based on Water exits alone, the appropriate LAND must first be present in the environment for this to work. But then again, finding such a land is not usually an easy task. Conclusion; the next time someone tells you about get-rich-quick Feng Shui method - you can have a good laugh and know that you know better.



Strategic Positioning By Joey Yap "This feng shui Master told me to put water in the west, that other Master says don't put water in the west", complained a lady who attended my talk. Not too long ago, I was speaking to a Feng Shui enthusiast who told me that he practiced Eight Mansions and Flying Stars Feng Shui - two of the better-known



 classical methodologies, primarily used for internal Feng Shui assessment. I was quite impressed. Listening to him speak, it was obvious that this man was proud of his knowledge and eager to share it with me. So when I asked him what would he do with a "5 Yellow" negative star, I was taken by surprise listening to his explanation. You see, this man had said that "we should put a Happy Buddha" to absorb the negative energy of the star because the Happy Buddha "holds a bag which would be able to absorb all the negative Qi."! Based on his statement, it is obvious that this gentleman was not able to differentiate the between original classical Feng Shui and the mixture of classical and new age Feng Shui. This is an apparent confusion among many today. First of all, a Happy Buddha cannot and will not affect the Qi in a home. It is nothing more than a symbol of good fortune. The 5 Yellow is a type of Qi in the environment while a figurine does not emit Qi at all. As such, placing a Happy Buddha to supposedly absorb negative Qi is completely off the track. Using the wrong method will not create the desired result. Worse still, you could possibly be in for adverse reactions. Nowadays, a lot people expect Feng Shui to be the best and only solution to their myriad of problems in their lives. Although this might be true to a certain extent, one must bear in mind that Feng Shui is not the only cure. The unrealistically high expectations will likely result in frustration. Feng Shui is a means to an end. It can help you in your endeavours but you need to know what you want before deciding to use the system. Otherwise, you will not know what system to use when there are a number of different Feng Shui methods that can be implemented. Even in classical Feng Shui, different schools like Xuan Kong Fei Xing (Flying Stars), Xuan Kong Da Gua (64 Hexagrams Method), San Yuan (Three Cycles), San He (Three Harmony) and Ba Zhai (Eight Mansions) seem to have theories that are conflicting. Different theories in classical Feng Shui can be likened to the different types of medical practices. They all strive to provide cures but you must know how to choose the right type of medicine for a particular disease. To get the best result, it is mandatory for you to use the right system and avoid uncertainty. The confusion may arise due to lack of information and understanding. So, if you feel that you want to be better informed and thus, have an improved understanding on the subject, why not start educating yourself in Feng Shui. You can begin by investing in classical literatures to increase your knowledge on your (Feng Shui) Earth Luck. By having the required knowledge, hopefully you will be able to differentiate facts from myths. For example, some enthusiasts assume that everything in Feng Shui is about the decor in their houses or the layout of their furniture. But this is not the case as



 classical Feng Shui only deals with the location of their properties and the rooms therein as well as the directions that they are tapping into. It mainly concerns the way of harnessing the Qi from the external environment into the homes through strategic positioning of rooms, door, kitchen and beds. On another note, a lady who attended one of my talks said she met a Feng Shui master who had told her put water in the west while another master prevented her from doing so. Adding to her confusion, a third master advised her to place a dragon painting and "everything will be okay". With all the different approaches, she wondered which was the right one. To answer this, you must understand that source of this confusion. The conflict arose because there is no clear definition of Feng Shui. Many people are also still not clear as to the actual role of Feng Shui practitioners and as such, are clueless of what to expect from them. A practitioner that you have engaged may feel that he or she is practicing the authentic Feng Shui but this is not necessarily true. In addition, those in the Western countries are today being inundated with what I would call the practices of "fast-food type" Feng Shui which, for instance, entails the hanging of flutes on a beam or putting Chinese coins on doors to resolve Feng Shui concerns. The practices of using ornaments belong to the new age Feng Shui. Sadly, the new age Feng Shui constitutes to the bulk of today's practices. And don't be surprised if you find that the majority of New Age Feng Shui practitioners today do not even know that they are actually new age Feng Shui practitioners!



Terrorised by fallacies By Joey Yap Lately, feng shui has become more and more a common term in everyday life. Almost everyone has heard about feng shui or knows someone who has applied feng shui for their property. Lately, Feng Shui has become more and more a common term in everyday life. Almost everyone has heard of about Feng Shui or knows someone who has applied Feng Shui for their property. Needless to say, a lack of education coupled with this meteoric rise in interest has led to lots of misleading information and a great sense of fear in many people who are unsure what to do. I get a flurry of e-mails from many such people, all in a state of panic or constant worry over something they have heard or have been told by a well-meaning friend or family member regarding the Feng Shui of their house. One lady wrote in about a painting she liked that she had in her house, only to be told by a friend that the water in the picture was 'rushing away' too fast out the door. Another young gentleman was told his collection of antiques had 'expired'



 Qi and was ruining his relationships. They were literally, terrorised by Feng Shui. Many of these mis-truths and superstitions are often passed off as Feng Shui when in reality; they are nothing more than old wives tales. And people start fearing everything and anything around them, paranoia sets in - eventually making their lives more complicated.



I've heard more than one person say they were completely put off by Feng Shui because it made it impossible to do anything; even buying furniture or painting the house would keep them up for nights as various people had differing advice on what colour, design or even building material would bring them the 'best Feng Shui'. A Madam Ong who wrote in told me she wanted to paint the Southwest corner of her house (the Love Corner as she described it) a red color to ensure her daughter would get married soon - but was then told that this color would then 'burn up' the romance in her daughter's life and that of hers too! She was in a quandary and wrote to me asking me what could be done in this situation. Of course she had nothing to worry about and could go ahead and paint the Southwest any colour she wanted. It was not the 'love corner' as she thought it was and unless the room caught fire anytime soon, there was no 'burning up' of any relationships to be worried about. People are just so misinformed when it comes to Feng Shui. A large number of people tend to think almost every item they have in their house that looks 'Oriental' have a Feng Shui meaning. And they fear that they've placed them in the wrong sector of their home! Why then do people feel 'negative' vibes when they have placed a certain item in their home? Simply put, it's all psychological. It is not Feng Shui. The item in question may have been sitting on the coffee table or hanging on the wall for years, but all it takes is one person to say it has 'bad Feng Shui' and very soon, each time you pass by, you are going to worry about it. It's no different to



 the chain mail you receive, the one urging you to send it to 7 people in 20 minutes, failing which your love life is doomed forever. Naturally, some people will fall for it and continue the chain. Feng Shui, a respected science has fallen victim to a similar treatment, with fallacies passed around as the truth and those not adhering to them destined for a horrible life. This negative perception that people have about Feng Shui stems more from a lack of education than anything else. By merging 'housewives superstition' into the practice of Feng Shui, they have created an unnecessary terror about Feng Shui and for themselves. My article is aimed at creating a greater awareness about classical Feng Shui and why you do not need to spend your life being afraid of the so-called Feng Shui taboos. As I have mentioned many, many times before, classical Feng Shui has nothing to do with items or pictures or any other decor you may have in the house. It has to do with direction and location - the two most crucial factors in determining the quality of Feng Shui of your property. This means, you must first inspect where your house is located in your housing estate area. What type of Qi it is receiving from the environment. Then focus on the Main Door of your property, on the Kitchen location, the Stove, your Bedroom and the location of your Bed. To a lesser extent, you might also want to consider the other areas in your home in which you spend a lot of time. If these factors are correctly aligned or positioned, then your Feng Shui is already good. But where decorations, colors and other decor in your house are concerned, don't be overly worried. Go ahead and do what you would like to without being constricted by all these superstitious beliefs and myths. If you like a certain type of decor, be it Oriental or European, go ahead with it. Should you like a particular painting or sculpture, place it anywhere you like or feel comfortable with. The items will not hurt you nor will they bring you any 'magical' Feng Shui good luck. It's like buying a new pair of Nike shoes - they may not make you jump higher but if they feel comfortable in them, then go ahead.



Building or Moving Into a New House ? By Joey Yap If you are Feng Shui practitioner, you are going to get this one question asked of you all the time ... If you are a Feng Shui practitioners, you are going to get this one question asked of you all the time, in the most inconvenient of places and quite frequently, by people whom you have never met till that very moment of their question. "Can you tell me if the house I am planning to buy has good Feng Shui or not?" I am sure you will agree with me that being a psychic would usually help in these circumstances since you, the feng shui practitioner, will usually not be presented



 with any information at all with regard to the property. Prevention is better than cure - so it is always better to undertake a feng shui consultation of your property prior to buying a house. So, what will I try and do today is give you one or two guidelines that will help when you are out hunting for your dream home. One other thing before, certain houses need no cure (I will elaborate more on this later) and with other houses, there is simply no cost effective way to make them feng shui compliant ; it will simply cost too much. A great deal (i.e. of running into either of such houses) depends on your luck. Fortunately, finding a totally disastrous house is quite a rare possibility, so don't get ahead of yourself with worry just as yet. FENG SHUI - THE REAL THING Your immediate environment exerts the largest influence in the overall feng shui of your home - where you are located is one of the key factors to consider when buying a home. When engaging a feng shui consultant, assuming you have some leeway in this, asks him or her where in your town or city is a good spot to build or purchase a home. Different areas of a city or town have Qi (energies) that are sourced from different mountains (called the dragon veins in feng shui). The real study of Feng Shui revolves around how to locate the 'correct' spot where the Qi will support your endeavors. Keep in mind that one man's meat is still another man's poison a spot may not be the suitable for you as it would be for your neighbor. Obviously, the structure and formation of mountains and Qi flow in the environment (meaning Classical Luan Tou Feng Shui) is out of reach of the average feng shui enthusiast at this point in time. However when you engage your consultant, you need to check with him your area's Landform feng shui and which choice plots you are able to tap to these Qi. Many people are under the mistaken assumption that landform feng shui is primarily about looking out for "poison" arrows and "sha qi" features from your neighbors. To some extent, these are the basics to look out for but keep in mind that we are taking into consideration the macro feng shui of your property. It only makes sense to pick an area that is good from the beginning to work with. LAND AND HOUSE SELECTION CRITERIA Let's take an example of an area you arrive to and find that the area is extremely windy - BAD feng shui. Why? Because wind disperses the Qi. In Kuopu's Burial Book, known as the main source book of all feng shui studies today, it is clearly stated that the wind disperse the Qi. So, if your area has very strong winds, you can be sure that the Qi in your area is not very positive, so give this area a miss.



 •



Merciless Tiger and Dragon Embrace Merciless what? I can already hear the worried cries for help now. The Tiger and Dragon refer to the left and right surrounding hills or even houses. If they do not 'embrace' your land area and instead is outward moving, this land is one that area cannot be contained and you are better off looking elsewhere.



•



Piercing Water Water in the practice of feng shui can help enhance Qi and can just as well do the exact opposite and cause harmful Sha Qi. If the water path (usually in the form of drain gutters) directly in front of your main door rushes in a straight line, it is known as "Wu Qing Shui" - Merciless Water. This type of water not only drains the Qi of your house, but ultimately emits Sha Qi. If you see such a structure, it would be futile to try and fix this property.



•



Bright Hall The bright hall refers to the generous space in front of your property. Check that you do indeed have a bright hall and that it is not too tight or spacious. If it is too tight, no Qi can accumulate. If it is too broad, then Qi disperses without having a chance to collect. When faced with such structures move on and keep looking.



•



Hills at the Back and Water in Front Contrary to popular belief, it is not always necessary to have mountains at the back and a water feature or a lake at the front. This really depends on the overall structure of your landform. Sometimes it can actually be better to face a good mountain to receive Qi directly from the dragon veins.



Lisa & the Missing Corners By Joey Yap Kuala Lumpur , where the Mastery Academy if based, is a wonderful city. And it has interesting Feng Shui features... Kuala Lumpur , where the Mastery Academy if based, is a wonderful city. And it has interesting Feng Shui features as well. It is not uncommon to find properties with irregular shapes and missing corners, especially some of the more modern designs that cater to slightly more contemporary tastes. I was approached by an old acquaintances who I had known since my schooling days to help with the Feng Shui of her new business. After many years of training as a professional beautician, she had finally decided to start her own business in a joint venture with one other partner. She was a Gua 4, born in the year of the Pig. Her main hair-stylist and business partner was a Gua 6 male,



 from the year of the Dragon. With one from the East Group and one from the West Group, Lisa was in a dilemma between three choices of shop lots. Since both play equally important hands-on roles in the beauty salon, whose ‘auspicious direction' should take precedence? The first shop option had to be instantly ruled out. It had a missing Northwest sector. This would be a disadvantage to those born in the years of the Dog and Pig. Now, not all uneven corners fall into this category. This will become clearer once the floor plan is divided into 9 equal sectors. A sector would have to be ‘cutoff' to substantially in order to qualify as ‘missing'. The second shop lot was located just off a T-junction. Normally, this would still be fine as long as the junction did not ‘spear' into the main door. Unfortunately, the sector that was being ‘speared' in this case was the Southeast sector. This sector was the house for the Dragon and Snake animal signs. Not only that, the Southeast also corresponds to Gua 4 people. Although Lisa did like this premises the best, her chances to grow a successful business would definitely be small. Sector
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Whenever a particular sector is ‘missing' or being harmed by negative external features like sharp beams and rooftops, pylons, or street lamps, the corresponding persons within the property would become more sensitive to the affects of negative Qi. When and how they are affected would require a little more advanced calculation. Just when things seemed bleak and Lisa was at her wits end, it seemed that we found her shop – one that seemed promising. Thankfully, all the sectors seemed to be in good condition. Now we had to ‘solve' the initial worry Lisa had regarding



 the opposing Life Gua numbers and good directions. I assured Lisa that the Gua of the ‘Building' is more important than the Gua of the people. “The building has a Gua number too?” Lisa was quite surprised. The building's Gua number is derived from its sitting position (opposite the facing direction) of the building. Our third shop lot faces East and therefore sits West. That makes it a Dui Gua (or Gua 7) property. By placing the main door at the correct sector of the property, all the occupants inside will be able to receive positive Qi. For this Gua 7 shop lot, a door opening at the Northeast sector would bring in ‘Yan Nian' Qi. This is suitable for businesses that deal with many clients daily as the ‘Yan Nian' promotes good and harmonious relationships and reputation. Facing Direction
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Those who cannot have a door in the ‘Yan Nian' sector could spend more time being in the area to benefit from this Qi. Try to ensure that this area is spacious and free from large internal negative features, like protruding beams, huge columns, and narrow corridors. After a month or so of construction and remodelling, they opened their doors for business on a pre-selected auspicious date. When I caught up with Lisa a few months later, she was doing well and even was making plans to expand if business kept growing at the present pace. I was pleased to have been able to help an old friend and watch her succeed in her life's passion.



Strictly ornamental By Joey Yap Of late, since the launching of my 8tv-Discover Feng Shui programme, I have



 been getting a number of questions from clients and students about, of all things, the Flower Horn Fish. Of late, since the launching of my 8TV - Discover Feng Shui program, I have been getting a number of questions from clients and students about, of all things, the Flower Horn Fish. All of them seem to have only one question on their mind is this the ULTIMATE 'Feng Shui fish' for Period 8? A magical fish endowed with extremely powerful Feng Shui powers? According to a breeder friend of mine, the Flower Horn fish, also known as Hua Luo Han, is a product of cross breeding of cichlids which results in the protruding lump on the forehead. It's an aggressive fish with bright colours and some patterns which seem to resemble numbers or Chinese characters on its body. I don't know how or where this got started but nearly every aquarium and pet store is now on the bandwagon - the Feng Shui Fish for your Feng Shui-ed home. Even some usually practical students have begun to draw their own conclusions and new theories as to WHY this is a Feng Shui Fish. Just that day, one student explained the hypothesis to me. He said that the Flower Horn was a Period 8 Feng Shui fish because Period 8 is represented by the Gua Gen or the 'Mountain Image' (based on the i-Ching Hexagram) and the Flower Horn supposedly has a lump on its head that looks like a mountain! ( I am afraid to ask what we Feng Shui practitioners are now supposed to make of cows, goats and other farm animals that also have prominent looking 'mountains' on their heads - will they join the list of Period 8 mascots?) In Period 7, the Arowana was the Feng Shui fish for the period as it looked like a 'Shining Blade' and Period 7 was governed by the Dui Gua (of the i-Ching) which is the element of Metal, explained my enthusiastic student. He appeared to have derived his theory from the Flying Star Feng Shui Gua attributes. My student happily acknowledged this. "Yeah, I sort of figured it out one day when I was studying the Flying Star numbers - they seem to relate to the trigrams (Gua) a lot. So, I figured the elements and symbols of the Gua played an important role and it suddenly dawned on me that this is why the fishes (Arowana and Flower Horn) are so popular". I probed into this hypothesis a bit more, "Which ancient classics did you derive this theory from?". He was quiet for a while and then he said he didn't know if there were any classics relating to Flying Star Feng Shui and fish. So, then I asked him, "You say the Arowana is a Period 7 fish, so obviously it's not going to be much help in Period 8. Will you be flushing the poor thing down the drain now that it has supposedly outlived its usefulness?". (Arowanas are also very expensive fish and can fetch a princely sum for larger very special varieties.) Let's set the record straight. There is NO such thing as a Feng Shui fish. If it swims like a fish, has fins like a fish and can breathe in water like a fish it's a fish. A fish is definitely an attractive feature in the aquarium but I must point out that



 any reference it may have to wealth is only SYMBOLIC and has no Feng Shui value to it. Feng Shui, contrary to popular belief, is really not just about symbols. It is about real Qi in our environment. A Flower Horn fish is not going to be emanating any Qi from its body. Furthermore, how can a fish, grown by aquatic breeders, make you money?! If so, how about the Siakap or PaTing fishes you eat in restaurants? They're fishes too, don't they emit some Feng Shui Qi then? Unless you're an active competitor in Fish contests and win because of your beautiful Flower Horn fish, there is no way it's going to be bringing you abundant wealth. Whatever symbols you may be able to see on the fish's body are merely its own marking and do not indicate any special Feng Shui powers. "But the rich guys SWEAR by it", my student insisted. "If they're already rich, they can afford to spend the $10,000 for the fish and not feel it. Rather than adding to their wealth, it more likely massages their egos," I explained to my student. All this about the Flower Horn fish being the ultimate Feng Shui fish comes from a wholly incorrect notion that 'water' brings wealth or another popular notion that fish bring money luck. For Feng Shui to ever be recognized as a true science, we need to clearly separate the study of Feng Shui from superstitious cultural beliefs. Though it's really nothing wrong to believed in 'Flower Horns', it's not correct to call this 'belief' Feng Shui. In the actual practice of Feng Shui, there's no need for any 'beliefs' as there are no references to symbols nor superstition. I asked the student to do more research by reading up on some ancient classical literatures on Feng Shui. Needless to say, he thought that these books were only handed down by masters a day before they die! Again, I told him, that this is absolutely untrue. In this day and age, all the ancient literatures are easily available in Chinese bookstores. And you'd be surprise to find that NONE of these ancient books, talk about the use of Symbols or fishes as 'Feng Shui' enhancers. Then why so much talk on Fishes and Water whenever the word Feng Shui pops up? Water helps activate the Qi in that particular area of the house and this helps you perform better and more readily take advantage of opportunities that present themselves. The fish is there to keep the water active and moving. (Because in the old days there are no 'pump' in the house and to avoid the breeding of mosquitoes, fishes are need). On its own, it does nothing to make you money! Keep in mind that it is the location of the aquarium that helps promote Qi in the house. If your aquarium is placed in the correct area of your home, then any fish will suffice. Don't get me wrong, I am not saying that you should not be collecting Flower Horns. They are attractive fishes that fetch a high price and people are naturally inclined to keep them. By all means if you love to rare fishes, it's really an excellent hobby. But in no way should a Flower Horn be regarded as a Feng Shui fish or having Feng Shui powers.



 Classical or New Age By Joey Yap The main purpose is to help you understand the difference between New Age and Classical feng shui. The main goal of this weekly column on classical feng shui is simply to educated and inform. The main purpose is to help you understand the difference between New Age and Classical feng shui. Many people weren't aware of the difference between these two methods of feng shui that are advocated today until they started reading this column. Many times when the word "feng shui" is mentioned, the people will quickly assume it's about fixing problems in a house by placing an object or item in a specific corner. Well, if this is your impression of feng shui, then chances are you are practicing "New Age" feng shui. Classical feng shui does not advocate the use of symbols or objects. This type of feng shui taps into the environmental energy (qi) by using mainly four important factors - environmental features, building (direction and location), residents (birth data) and time. All that is needed for a good feng shui is for the residents to tap the qi. No need to enhance or remedy anything. Classical feng shui methods include San Yuan, Xuan Kong Da Gua, Ba Zhai and San He which are all traceable to ancient classical literature. These works are available from libraries and Chinese bookstores and they document the actual form of feng shui as practices since the Tang Dynasty until the present day. These works are available from libraries and Chinese bookstores and they document the actual form of feng shui as practiced since Tang Dynasty until the present day. And, believe it or not, none of these words make any references to the use of symbols of objects in the house. Hence, the term for feng shui that involves placement of objects and symbols is "New Age" feng shui simply because it's really something very new.



 After the introduction of this column, a number of readers have asked me how we can harness Qi and, more importantly, how they can apply it correctly in their own homes and offices. And of course, as usual, they wanted something very easy to learn and be used immediately. How many people would like a simple solution that will bring about an immense change in the feng shui of their property? Everybody? Me too. Honestly. I would really love it if feng shui were a weekend do-it-yourself project that required nothing more that a couple of screws, a hammer and an electric drill. And possibly a simple diagram of what goes where. However, the truth of the matter is that feng shui, like any science, requires a



 great deal of study and is not a weekend subject. The various systems of classical feng shui - San Yuan, San He, Xuan Kong, Ba Zhai, etc are already an indication of how vast and rich the knowledge contained in feng shui is. But readers are always interested in something they can implement "right now" and get quick answers and quick fixes to problems that they are facing. It's sad that people are willing to trade quality for a quick fix that may not even work effectively. Although there is no such things as a quick fix, the easiest method I can prescribe for you would be the simple Ba Zhai (eight mansions) feng shui technique. There are many parts to this system - House Gua, Life Gua,m Na Jia and Eight Mansions Water Method - to name a few. Several distinct ancient classics relate to this particular system of feng shi and most of them are pretty sophisticated. The simplest method available to us is the Life Gua method. Your initial starting point for this methodology will be your date of birth. Based on this, we will then ascertain your Life Gua or your Ming Gua. Each Gua is unique and will indicate your favourable and unfavourable compass directions and locations. A common mistake among beginners who attempt this method is using the Chinese lunar calendar rather than using the Chinese solar calendar, which is used for feng shui calculations. The solar calendar is based on the 24 qi seasons and each year starts on the Western calendar's Feb 4 (with a variance of one day on either side). Feb 4 of the Western Gregorian calendar synchronizes with the first day of the Chinese solar calendar. A primary difference between the Chinese solar and lunar calendars is that the former is based on the position of the Sun while the latter is based on the moon and as such contains an additional month every few years. If you were born before Feb 4 of any year, use the previous year as your point of reference when calculating your Life Gua. Once you have established your year of birth, refer to the following table for a



 step-by-step guide to calculating your Life Gua. Notice that the males and females have different methods to calculate their Life Gua. Calculate your Ming Gua using the directions shown in the graphic. These numbers are categorized into two groups. The East and the West Group. Some clients have asked me why are there no North and South groups. Well, these are just names to demarcate and Greater and Lesser Yin transformation of the Tai Ji. They do not literally represent directions. East Group is the Yang group while the West Group is the Yin. East Group Gua include 1, 3, 4 and 9. Those who are Gua 2, 6, 7, and 8 are West Group Gua. The graphics (on "Compass Directions") following table will give you a quick reference of the Auspicious and Inauspicious compass directions of the East and West Group. Each direction is governed by a star. In the Chinese texts, these are called the "Wandering Stars". Sheng Qi (life generating), Tian Yi (heavenly doctor), Yan Nian (longevity) and Fu Wei (Stability) are suspicious stars. (An interesting point to note here is that in some references, Yan Nian, meaning verbatim "Prolonging Years". If you are serious about feng shui, the terminology is very important and you need to ensure that you are correct.) The Inauspicious Stars are Ho Hai (mishaps), Wu Gui (Five Ghosts), Liu Sha (six killings) and Jue Ming (life diminishing).



Qi-ing our lives By Joey Yap We can improve feng shui potential within our homes. To tap into the power of qi, all that is needed is a clear understanding of how it works. We can improve feng shui potential within our homes. To tap into the power of qi, all that is needed is a clear understanding of how things work. Understanding environmental influences of location versus that of direction is one question that often plagues beginners and enthusiasts.



 All that is required is a clear understanding of how it works. Master Lee, a famous master in Hong Kong, once made an interesting comment to me. "Never underestimate the power of location," he said.



If you take a closer look at the events that have come to pass in your life, the events you have come across and the opportunities life has presented you, these next few items will definitely have played a crucial role in all of them: The water and mountain positions you have in the vicinity of your home. The location and direction of your main door. The location in your bedroom and The location of your kitchen. Indeed, the influence of "location" - be it in a city, a suburb, a township, within your house, the rooms - is a powerful factor that shapes our lives. Students just beginning to see how potent feng shui can be will immediately look to changing the internal feng shui of their homes. The way they shit, the direction of their bed and the decor of the house in general, are scrutinized from top to bottom to ensure "perfection".



 Aren't we missing something here, you ask? Something we have overlooked, the big picture? Have we taken a bird's eye view of the external picture? First check and fix the main flaws in the external picture. Where is the building located? What are the mountain ranges and main roads that govern the main qi of the area? Our property should ideally be tapping into the beneficial resources of the surrounding land. At the same time, we can tailor the internal qi to fit our lives. Similarly, in your house or office, facing a good direction may be helpful but bring in the right location and facing a good direction spurs on the positive effects. Of course, being in a disadvantaged location in the house may very well negate the good effects of facing your good direction. Which is why I constantly stress the importance of positioning your main door - the mouth of qi - in the right location in addition to it facing the correct direction. You want it to receive the best possible quality of qi in your house and facing a favorable direction amplifies this effect. You may often hear that decor or color is the thing to look out for if you want to enhance your feng shui. Not true. Keep in mind the most crucial factors will always be location and direction. The color of walls and curtains will not influence the qi within your home. If you have studied feng shui, you may have heard the term luan tou also known as 'landscape' feng shui. This is the area in which you live, the rivers and the surroundings. Environmental factors are powerful. They can nudge us just a little bit and then a little bit more until we take a good look around and realize that we have gone completely off course. And often, this can be detrimental of the feng shui goals that we have set out for ourselves. Here are three questions you want to ask yourself to assess your current feng shui conditions. 1. Where is my house located? Within the housing estate or suburb, am I in the northern sector or eastern sector? Also make a mental note of the various mountain and water locations within your vicinity that you most often see. 2. Are these environmental features good or are they having a negative impact on my home? 3. What are their influences? Is the mountain in the right location in relation to my property? Is the water position correct? Is the road in and out of my property



 correct? All I'm suggesting here in that you take a close and objective look. Everything is worth a second look, especially location features within the living environment surrounding your home or office. Some might even dismiss this notion, especially if you have lives all your life in the same place. But these environmental features do matter and they do have a pronounced effect on your life. Ignorance in this case may become a setback in your endeavors to seek the beneficial effects of good feng shui. Assess the environment and see if the scales may be tipped towards the positive or negative and then manage it from there. It may often be natural and easier to get carried away with interior feng shui concerns when, if you just stopped and looked at things, the problem may very well be on the outside of your immediate living environment. Take a moment and observe your environment and take note of incoming roads, mountains, mountain ranges, and tall buildings, negative and environmental features. These lay the foundation for good feng shui in your property.



Unlock Your Inner Talents. By Joey Yap Very often, I come across clients who are unhappy with their present situation in life;... Very often, I come across clients who are unhappy with their present situation in life; either with work, family or with their marriage relationships. They feel like the whole world is against them and nothing they do seem to go their way. Naturally, I tied this right back to a person's BaZi. Your BaZi is an individual Destiny Map of what your life will be. The true potential of any person can be revealed and harnessed by analyzing one's chart. I don't believe that making a million dollars alone will make a person truly happy. I have always found that people are happiest when they are working at their full potential, doing things that are meaningful to them, bringing them a deep sense of fulfillment, even if this means a challenging career or life path. If you find yourself unhappy with your present situation in life, it's most likely because you feel you are not truly living up to the potential of your life. You are probably heading down the wrong path in your Destiny Map. I have seen it time and time again, how a person can truly realize his or her potential by learning how to UNLOCK the inherent talents and gifts within themselves. Even an ugly frog can turn into a prince charming if it is in his or her BaZi chart.



 The primary strength of BaZi comes from the knowledge that helps us understand what we are truly capable of doing and how best we may achieve it. So, at times when the future seems a little bleak and it looks like you might just be at the crossroads of your darkest hour – when it really does seem like you have lost all faith and hope, try and apply some BaZi and common sense to help you weather the storm; 1. It is quite uncommon for the average person to have an extended run of bad luck – look in your BaZi chart for positive signs of things to come. Seek out which areas that you can excel in and pursue that path. 2. Regardless of your past failures – you DO have an innate strength within yourself. All BaZi charts have strength and weaknesses. All of us have a purpose to fulfill and by analyzing your BaZi chart, you can capitalize on your strengths and use it to your advantage. 3. Why waste your time on the obvious “no-go's”? If a task or endeavour really is beyond your natural capacity, why try to force it and be frustrated? Why don't you instead focus on those talents that you are born with and will most enjoy, based on your BaZi chart? I wouldn't try to play golf like Tiger Woods anymore than Tiger Woods would try his hand at Feng Shui! Those of us who enjoy life fulfillment find that they are most satisfied with life when able to tap into their key talents, their inner strength and make the best of their potentials. In between fighting for time to write the next book, consulting, teaching or answering e-mails from students, I don't always find time to even read my usual e-mails. However, there was an e-mail a close friend forwarded me that got me thinking and I thought I would share it with you. It makes for an interesting perspective on Life and Destiny; Question 1: If you knew a woman who was pregnant, who had 8 kids already, three who were deaf, two who were blind, one mentally retarded, and she had syphilis, would you recommend that she have an abortion? Read the next question before looking at the answer for this one. Question 2: It is time to elect a new world leader, and only your vote counts. Here are the facts about the three leading candidates. Candidate A Associates with crooked politicians, and consults with astrologists. He's had two



 Mistresses. He also chain smokes and drinks 8 to 10 martinis a day. Candidate B He was kicked out of office twice, sleeps until noon, used opium in college and drinks a quart of whiskey every evening. Candidate C He is a decorated war hero. He's a vegetarian, doesn't smoke, drinks an occasional beer and never cheated on his wife. Which of these candidates would be your Choice? I naturally made the obvious choice and was surprised at the answers when I read them; Candidate A: is Franklin D. Roosevelt. Candidate B: is Winston Churchill. Candidate C: is Adolph Hitler. And, by the way, the answer to the abortion question: If you said yes, you just killed Beethoven. Applying the knowledge of BaZi may not make you the next Beethoven or president of the United States , but in your own little way, you too will be able to lead a life that brings you happiness and joy to those around you.



 Help! My flying star chart doesn’t work. By Zeng Xiao Wen Students new to Xuan Kong Fei Xing (Flying Stars) occasionally find that their star chart does not... Students new to Xuan Kong Fei Xing (Flying Stars) occasionally find that their star chart does not adequately explain a household's troubles. The shortcoming is most probably not in the chart, but the audit. An audit needs to involve not just the Flying Stars but also an assessment of the Palaces ( Gong ) of, and Forms ( Luan Tou ) surrounding, the property. We can examine this topic by borrowing from Master Joey his well-known phrase, used in teaching Ba Zi ( Eight Characters), of “in season, in location, in



 formation”: – “In season” This pertains to the timeliness of the nine stars during each of the 20-year periods in the larger 180-year cycle. For those new to Flying Stars: the current period, covering the years 2004-2023, is known as Period 8. Generally speaking, a timely star is positive for the household and untimely star negative. For the current period, stars #8, #9 and #1 are timely. Star #8 is most timely (sometimes called Prosperous or Noble Star), and #9 and #1 Sheng Qi (Growing Qi). The other six stars are regarded as having retreating, killing or dead qi. Facing stars deal with the aspects of wealth and sitting stars health and relationships. (Master Joey prefers students to call these stars facing or sitting rather than water or mountain stars, so as to avoid confusion with the water or mountain stars referred to in Forms). Preferably the auspicious facing stars #8, #9 and #1 should be located in active areas, such as the main door or living room, and auspicious sitting stars #8, #9 and #1 in less active places, such as bedrooms. Residents should seek to reduce time spent in rooms having negative stars, such as #5-yellow and #2black. These basics are covered in the Mastery Academy 's Feng Shui Modules 1 and 2 , and Xuan Kong Home Study Volume 1 . Exceptions to these rules are taught at higher-level courses of the Academy. “In location” A proper Flying Stars audit must take into consideration the house's immediate surroundings, and the Palaces. Remember that another name of the Flying Stars method (method, not school) is Jiu Gong Fei Xing (Nine Palace Flying Stars). Palaces are the nine sectors overlaid onto a layout of the house. Eight of the nine Palaces (centre Palace excluded) correspond to the trigrams of the Later Heaven Ba Gua (Eight Trigrams). It is important to note that the condition of a Palace affects the Feng Shui of a house. Missing Palaces indicate possible problems with objects, events and people associated with that palace. For example, a missing Qian (North-West) Palace may indicate problems for the head of the family. The Gua element of each Palace and its interaction with the flying stars must be taken into account. For example, the outcome of a prosperous #8 in Li (South) Palace may not be the same as an #8 in Kan (North) Palace. Positive and negative (Sha) energies from the house's immediate surrounding affect both the stars and the Palaces. For example, a Sha hitting the Northeast sector of a Southwest-1 facing Period 8 house reduces, and in severe cases may reverse, the potency of a prosperous #8 in that Palace. Palace Guas and external sha and support are discussed in Xuan Kong Modules 1 and 2A . Xuan Kong Module 1 is pitched at a higher level than basic



 Feng Shui or Flying Stars, so students would be well advised to revise their fundamentals before attending. “In formation” The Forms of the wider area in which a house is located is of utmost importance. The study of such Forms comes under Luan Tou (literally mountain top) or Landscape Feng Shui. It is the examination of the mountains, rivers, and wider surrounding environment. Master Joey constantly reminds us that Forms outweigh Flying Stars. Let's repeat that – Forms outweigh Flying Stars. If the external environment does not direct good qi into a house, the best Flying Stars configuration would only bring limited benefits to the household. Conversely, if the external environment is focusing excellent qi into the house, the negativity of untimely stars may well be mitigated. Frequent visitors to the Academy's online forum would have noted senior forumers state that the Flying Stars assessment is used to qualify the qi. The term ‘qualify' means to further assess the qi , with the qi having been previously determined using Luan Tou and other methods. An essential principle of the Forms method is Zheng Shen Ling Shen or DirectIndirect Spirit. This has nothing to do with spirituality but rather refers to the directions where we should ideally see water or mountain. Water, of course, can be of the virtual type although it would be considered of lesser quality than the real variety. Violation of the Direct-Indirect Spirit principle lowers the grade of the Flying Star chart. Satisfying this principle implies a higher grade of chart. The study of Water and Mountain is featured in Feng Shui Module 3 , and Luan Tou in Module 4 . Practical identification of different land formations is taught during the Academy's annual China Excursion class, which enables students to walk the mountains (‘riding the dragon' in Feng Shui parlance) with Master Joey. Higher level courses required? Does this discussion mean that students should avoid conducting audits until they attend the higher-level courses? No, it does not. Teachings in the early modules have been carefully designed to minimize the risk of a student unwittingly triggering negative events. Experienced students sometimes refer to this body of knowledge as ‘safety' Feng Shui. New students, for example, are cautioned about the infamous #5 and #2 stars in the early modules. At higher levels, they are taught to recognize the positive aspects of these stars. Zeng Xiao Wen is a pen name. The author is a student of Master Joey Yap and Rina Lee, a Licensed Instructor of Joey Yap's Mastery Academy of Chinese Metaphysics. Rina has kindly reviewed this article, but any error remains the author's. Written in 2005.



 Simple Feng Shui By Joey Yap Discovering your "Life Gua" through Ba Zhai. How many people would like a simple solution that will bring about an immense change in the Feng Shui of their property? Everybody? Me too. Honestly. I would love it if ... Discovering your "Life Gua" through Ba Zhai. How many people would like a simple solution that will bring about an immense change in the feng shui of their property? Everybody? Me too. Honestly. I would really love it if feng shui was a weekend do-it-yourself project that required nothing more than a couple of screws, a hammer and an electric drill. And possibly a simple diagram on what goes where. However, the truth is that feng shui, like any science, requires a great deal of study and is not a weekend subject. The various systems of classical feng shui - San Yuan, San He, Xuan Kong, Ba Zhai, etc - are an indication of how vast and rich the knowledge contained in feng shui is. But people are always interested in something they can implement 'right NOW', giving them quick answers and fixes to problems. It's sad that people are willing to trade quality for a quick fix that may not even work effectively. Although there is no such thing as an instant remedy, the easiest method I can prescribe is the simple Ba Zhai or Eight Mansions feng shui technique. There are many parts to this system - House Gua, Life Gua, Na Jia, Eight Mansions Water method, to name a few. Several distinct ancient classics relate to this particular system of feng shui and most of them are pretty sophisticated. The simplest method available is the 'Life Gua' method of Eight Mansions, which can be learned in less than five minutes. This article will focus on explaining the Life Gua method. Your starting point for this methodology is your date of birth. Based on this, we will then ascertain your Life Gua or Ming Gua. Each Gua is unique and indicates your favorable and unfavorable compass directions and locations. A common mistake among beginners who attempt this method is to use the Chinese Lunar Calendar as opposed to the Chinese Solar Calendar which is used for feng shui calculations. The solar calendar is based on the 24 Qi seasons and each year starts on the western calendar's February 4th (with a variance of one day on other side). February 4th of the western Gregorian calendar synchronizes with the first day of the Chinese solar calendar. A primary difference between the Chinese solar and lunar calendar is based on the position of the Sun while the latter is based on the moon and as such contains an additional month every few years.



 If you were born prior to February 4th of any year, use the previous year as your point of reference when calculating your Life Gua. Once having established your year of birth, refer to the following table for a step-by-step guide to calculate your Life Gua. Notice that the males and females have different methods to calculate their Life Gua's. FOR MALES Ascertain your year of birth. Make sure you know the cut-off point is February 4th. Add the last two digits of your year of birth. Reduce it to single digit. The resulting number is your Life Gua number.



FOR FEMALES Ascertain your year of birth. Make sure you know the cut-off point is February 4th. Add the last two digits of your year of birth up. Reduce it to single digit. For Females, ADD 5 to this digit. The resulting number is your Life Gua number.



Example year of birth: 1954. 5+4=9 10 - 9 = 1



Example year of birth: 1974. 7 + 4 = 11 1+1=2 2+5=7



For a Male person born (after Feb 4) in 1954, his Life Gua is 1.



For a Female person born (after Feb 4) in 1974, her Life Gua is 7.



Do take note that if your resultant number is 5, then Males will assume a Life Gua of #2 and Females will assume Gua #8. These numbers that you've calculated represent Gua or trigrams from the Luo Shu. In Ba Zhai Life Gua, we use the Later Heaven format to ascertain an individual's life gua. Take a look at the diagram below. Gua
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These numbers are categorized into two groups - the East and the West group. Some clients have asked me, why are there no North and South groups. You see these are just names to demarcate the greater and lesser Yin transformation of the TaiJi. They do not literally represent directions. East group is the Yang group while the West group is Yin. East group Guas include 1, 3, 4 and 9. Those who are Guas 2, 6, 7 and 8 are West group Guas. The following table will give you a quick reference of the Auspicious and Inauspicious compass directions of the East and West group. Each direction is governed by a Star, called "Wandering Stars" in the Chinese texts. Sheng Qi (life generating), Tian Yi (heavenly doctor), Yan Nian (longevity) and Fu Wei (stability) are auspicious stars. An interesting point to note here is that in some references, "Yan Nian" is written as "Nian Yen". This is incorrect. The Chinese texts clearly states Yan Nian meaning verbatim "prolonging years". If you are serious about feng shui, the terminology is very important and you need to ensure that you are correct. The inauspicious stars are Ho Hai (Mishaps), Wu Gui (Five Ghost), Liu Sha (Six Killings) and Jue Ming (Life Diminishing).



Timing Good Feng Shui 8 Mansions Wondering Stars By Mastery Academy Research Center 8 Mansions Feng Shui, or ‘Ba Zhai’, is well known for the allocating of favourable and... 8 Mansions Feng Shui, or ‘Ba Zhai’, is well known for the allocating of favourable and unfavourable locations and directions for a house and its people. By utilizing a certain location and facing a certain direction, we are able to ‘tap into’ a specific type of Qi. There are eight different types of Qi (thus the name 8 Mansions) and they are collectively termed as ‘The Eight Wandering Stars’. Probably the most famous of the stars is the Sheng Qi. As with its name which means ‘Life Force’, the active nature of this Qi facilitates financial and business gains. Being attuned to your Sheng Qi allows you to make wise executive decisions, indirectly enhancing your wealth. Sheng Qi can also strengthen ones authority. Its element is wood. Tian Yi, or the ‘Heavenly Doctor’, aids in physical recovery and in maintaining optimal health. This Qi can also attract noble and helpful people in times of need - For example, a good doctor when one is ill. Sometimes students who tap into



 this earth star can find good teachers. For those in public relations, the Yan Nian may prove helpful. Although Yan Nian translates into ‘Prolonging Years’ or ‘Longevity’, the function of this star promotes good relationships, be it love, friendship, or business relationships. This can indirectly enhance ones public reputation and communications skill. Yan Nian is a metal star. The influence of the Fu Wei, or ‘stable seat’, is soothing and calming. The nature of this wood star is suitable for studies and meditation. Huo Hai, if unknowingly activated, causes hassles and obstacles to ones goals. This earth star, whose name means ‘accidents and harm’ is the least disastrous of the 4 evil stars – nonetheless its effects can be rather annoying. The fiery nature of the Wu Gui, or ‘Five Ghosts’, causes back-stabbing, betrayal, arguments, and minor accidents. This is especially true if the main door of an office or house is located in this sector, as the Qi then affects the whole building. The water star Liu Sha, which means ‘six killings’, is known to bring physical injuries (in serious cases, surgery is not uncommon). It may also cause arguments and legal problems. The most dreaded star is the Jue Ming. Translating into ‘Life Sapping’, this form of Qi can cause serious illnesses, accidents, and all sorts of other problems. Unknown to many, the Time factor also plays an important role in 8 Mansions Feng Shui. During certain years (and similarly, certain months) a different star (or stars) becomes stronger or weaker. Although at first glance 8 Mansions appear as a very simple form of Feng Shui, in actuality it has many deeper dimensions of application that is crucial in order to fully bring out the potent nature of the stars. A qualified Feng Shui practitioner should know that it is somewhat inaccurate that the wife (in a marriage) should ‘follow the good directions of her husband’ and therefore sacrifice a portion of her own well being (as nowadays women have their own careers too).



Timing Good Feng Shui Luck By Mastery Academy Research Center Before attempting to define 'good luck' it would be wise to consider what category of luck that is... Before attempting to define 'good luck' it would be wise to consider what category of luck that is taking effect. The very crucial Cosmic Trinity explains that a person's total Destiny is influenced proportionally by 3 kinds of luck factors -



 Heaven luck, Man luck, and Earth luck. Heaven luck was already pre-determined by an individual's time of birth and cannot be altered. On the other hand Man luck, which refers to ones personal virtues, effort and motivation, is fully within ones control. Earth luck is where Feng Shui comes in. How would 'good luck' be defined then? Apparently it is the misinterpretation of many that 'good luck' virtually means money falling from the sky. A proper Feng Shui practitioner can tell you, in fact, that good luck is simply 'good timing'. Imagine - being at the right place at the right time. Similarly bad luck would then be 'being in the wrong place at the wrong time'. Imagine - you walk into the local bank as in any other day, and a robbery was coincidentally going on. Or - the nurse with the headache mistakenly gives you the wrong medication to bring home. You were her last patient before she took the day off. It's all in the timing. The 3 important areas in a house may already be well set to receive excellent Qi. The main door is located in the Sheng Qi (Life Force) of the house. As the mouth of Qi, let's say it is also activating the Prominent Facing Star 8 White. Wealth Qi will be flowing in any moment now. The master bedroom is then placed in the Fu Wei (Stable Seat) sector of the house. To add to that the bed itself sits on the Prominent Sitting Star 8 White. This room will assure many descendants and optimal health. Finally, the kitchen taps into the Tian Yi (Heavenly Doctor), while positioned to face the owner's good direction. Everything is in perfect place. So why is nothing happening? In Feng Shui, the Time factor is as important as the landforms and internal positioning themselves. This is because, even when everything is set to receive wealth and health, certain Qi only comes in at certain times. In some years the metal Qi is strongest. They hit their peak in certain months, and at their height of power their effects will manifest more obviously. In other years, water Qi may become dominant. Consequently Fire Qi weakens for the whole year. Certain months may allow the Fire to flare up, but most of the year the Qi is cool (too cool and it can even 'freeze', technically speaking). Again, it's all in the timing. Although Xuan Kong Flying Stars place emphasis on the timing of Qi, 8 Mansions has its own method in timing the intensity of Qi too. The point illustrates that, even when a door is set in Sheng Qi mode, tapping the Wealth Star #8, one cannot expect 'good Feng Shui luck' to be flowing in every single day and month of the year. It is crucial to understand that Qi is cyclical, and goes through phases of waxing and waning. The reality is that even with good Feng Shui, timing the arrival of auspicious Qi is also as essential. Besides the Time and Landform factors, one other factor seems to be displaced when discussing 'good luck' - the Human factor. One third of luck can come from a person's very own actions and effort. A person has the capability to take



 control by seizing opportunities, planning wisely, and working hard. Good Feng Shui can offer a person many windows of opportunities. Whether or not these 'opportunities of good timing' become fruitful, in fact, depends on the Human factor to take responsibility with wise management of the Earth luck. Timing exists in everything, and by being able to predict the Time factor, one will then be able to make full use of already good Feng Shui.



The study of the 8 Trigrams is an essential fundamental in Feng Shui knowledge By Mastery Academy Research Center A Trigram, or 'Gua', consists of a set of triple lines, where each line is either solid or broken.... A Trigram, or 'Gua', consists of a set of triple lines, where each line is either solid or broken. The solid lines denote the polarity of Yang (active, positive, bright) while the broken lines are Yin (reactive, negative, dark). Yin and Yang complement each other, and by no means are one better than the other. The possible combinations of these Yin and Yang lines in sets of 3, result in the formation of the eight (8) trigrams, or 'Ba Gua'. These are Qian, Kun, Zhen, Xun, Kan, Li, Gen and Dui. These eight trigrams are further arranged into the Early Heaven and Later Heaven sequences: The Early Heaven Ba Gua arrangement illustrates a state of perfection. All phenomena are in total balance, and therefore static - there is no birth, growth, or death. This arrangement is also known as the Fu Xi Ba Gua, named after the sage who founded this concept. The Later Heaven Ba Gua, or King Wen's Ba Gua, dictates the cyclic condition of change and growth. Everything is this universe is constantly changing and goes through the motions of Birth, Growth, Decay, and Death. Within the cyclical nature of phenomena, Time and direction also exists. Each Gua in itself represents a specific kind of condition or phenomena. Each Gua has its own element and direction, and can signify different people, body parts, and number (among many other things). The Qian Gua is associated with persons of authority - King, Father, employer. Most importantly Qian represents Heaven. Its number is 6 and its element is Metal. In the human anatomy it rules the head and lungs. The direction of Qian is Northwest. Kun Gua, which represents the Earth, sits opposite Qian in the Early Heaven Ba Gua arrangement. Heaven and Earth complement each other to form a state of



 perfection. Kun Gua, belonging to the element of Earth, represents the Mother and persons of a nurturing quality. Kun rules the stomach and flesh in the anatomy, and the Southwest direction. Its number is 2. Zhen Gua, the phenomenon of Thunder, relates to the eldest son in a family. Its element is of Wood, and in the anatomy Zhen Gua is the voice, the liver, and hair. Its direction is the East, and its number is 3. Xun Gua, which is Wind, complements Zhen in the Early Heaven arrangement. Xun also belongs to the element of Wood, but as opposed to Zhen's wood that grows strong and unbending like a tree, Xun wood is like a leaf or plant that can bend gracefully with the wind. In a family, Xun is the eldest daughter, and in the human anatomy, Xun is the upper arms and thighs. Its number is 4, and its direction is Southeast. The trigram Kan rules over Water and its direction is North. The phenomenon of Kan, water, is also its element. In the family Kan is the middle son, and in the anatomy it represents the kidneys, the ears, and blood. Its number is 1. Li Gua, the opposite of Kan, is Fire. It represents the middle daughter, the heart and eyes, and also the number 9. Its direction is South. In the Early Heaven format, Kan Gua and Li Gua sit in perfect harmony. One may wonder how does fire and water complement each other - the reason is simple: When there is too much of water, it becomes too cold, and things will drown or rot. Similarly, when there is too much fire, it burns everything up. Therefore, a balanced amount of fire and water will keep each other in check. Gen Gua, representing Mountains, belong to the element of Earth. In the family it is the youngest son; in the anatomy it is the spine and bones. Its number is 8 and its direction is the Northeast. Gen Gua is complemented by Dui Gua's Lake. Dui rules the youngest daughter, and the direction of West. In the anatomy it represents the mouth, the tongue, and the throat. The element of Dui is Metal, and the number 7 signifies it. The meanings derived from these trigrams are infinite, because indefinitely, every event in the universe can be associated with one of the trigrams. The information portrayed above, along with the impressions and symbolisms are ones commonly used in the study and application of Feng Shui. It is also interesting to note that, while Feng Shui theories are derived from the Early Heaven formation (the static nature of the universe), application is based on the Later Heaven formation (the cyclical nature of the universe). The study of trigrams is especially important in the San Yuan (Triple Time Cycles) school of Feng Shui, as opposed to the San He (Three Combinations) school, which rely more heavily on stems and branches (akin to Four Pillars astrology).



A Fishy Story It seems, a very agitated Mrs Chan had the unfortunate coincidence of having one of her fishes go belly up on her. She was distraught –



 not because the fish had died- but because she had heard somewhere that when her pet goldfish dies, it has literally ‘sacrificed' its life to protect Mrs Chan's. It's not often that I get urgent calls from nonclients literally screaming at me to help them but that's what happened just the other day. It seems, a very agitated Mrs Chan had the unfortunate coincidence of having one of her fishes go belly up on her. She was distraught – not because the fish had died- but because she had heard somewhere that when her pet goldfish dies, it has literally ‘sacrificed' its life to protect Mrs Chan's. “Thank goodness the goldfish absorbed the bad luck meant for me”, as she so eloquently put it. I calmed Mrs Chan down first, reassuring her that there were no terrible accidents or falling comets headed her way. Only then did I manage to get a word in and let her know in no uncertain terms that her poor goldfish had not died in a sacrificial act to save her life and given a choice, I doubt it would want to in the first place. Simply put, that's not it's purpose. Needless to say, Mrs. Chan was a tad bit disappointed. “I thought you were a Feng Shui expert?”, she said, almost skeptically. “I've read in a few Feng Shui books that say it's good when a fish you keep dies because it has sacrificed its life to absorb the evil effects or negative energies meant for the owner.” “This also you don't know wan ah?”, she retorted with a cutting colloquial slang. Those who know me will know that I love a challenge. And Mrs. Chan provided just such a challenge on this sunny Monday afternoon. I explained, as clearly as I could that this notion of the ‘sacrificial fish' was nothing more than an old wives tale. And naturally I'd heard about it, but fact of the matter was, this was in no way Feng Shui. It was pure superstition, plain and simple A fish is after all, just a fish. Its main preoccupation being to swim around in your fish tank and provide the odd child or two some meager entertainment as they pass by the aquarium. It doesn't have any special, magical powers! And unless you happen to have some sinisterly magically endowed fish, there is no way it's going to partake in ‘absorbing' your bad luck. Instead I recommended that she check the water in her tank or maybe get an expert to see if the poor fish had some sort of skin disease. I also suggested that



 she should perhaps get the water cleaned more often and the filter changed. My short Feng Shui lesson over the phone seemed to calm down Mrs. Chan who finally understood and felt better by the end of our conversation. The reason I am sharing this with you is to provide you with an idea of the many fallacies that often literally paralyze people. It is the element or polarity of ‘water' that we need to use when an aquarium is prescribed in a Feng Shui consultation. Water is Yang and active energy - even when it's still, water particles are constantly moving. We use water to harness the Qi in the environment or home. The fishes in the tank merely keep the water lively and active; other than this, they serve no real Feng Shui purpose. Furthermore, Feng Shui is not about having your pets ‘sacrifice' themselves like lemmings leaping into water. If you are planning on having an aquarium, make sure the water is clean and healthy for your fishes. To truly activate Qi in Feng Shui, the crucial point to take into account is the LOCATION of the water or aquarium. It has nothing to do with your fishes, regardless of what types of fishes you may rare (again another fallacy being that Koi's or Arowana's bring you abundant wealth). Kuo Po (believed to be the ancient founding father of Feng Shui) himself, in the very basic theory of Feng Shui, wrote that “Qi is dispersed by the wind and gathers by the boundaries of water”. Water has this ability to allow Qi to collect and settle. Which is why a good practitioner will recommend that his/her client position an aquarium or pond in the section of the house where good Qi resides. So, the next time you hear a friend proudly declare just how noble their nowdead fish was, tell them this story. I'm hoping my article will at least go some way towards changing this archaic mindset. You need to be very sure on the difference between true classical Feng Shui and popular Chinese superstition; they are really two very different things.



Feng Shui Plus Points By Jayne Goodrick In response to the many, many questions I have received since last month’s article, I felt it was... In response to the many, many questions I have received since last month’s article, I felt it was necessary to continue the Pa Chai theme. The majority have been asking “What about the system whereby we add up the plus or minus points depending upon our door direction, sleeping position, stove position/direction?” etc.



 I originally thought that this system had validity: if you sleep in your Sheng Qi, face Yan Nian, have all your doors facing good directions, then surely this must “add up” to plus, plus, plus advantage points? No. This application of Pa Chai is not taking into account any of the basic fundamentals of metaphysics. All it is doing is trying to get as many plus points as possible without factoring in Yin and Yang, the elements involved, the harmonious flow of Qi. By merely totting up a points system and thinking this “adds” up to “good” Feng Shui is like kindergarten. Ignoring the basic premise of our art can lead to some very problematic situations. One case springs to mind: a family were all re-arranged around the house based on this allocation; the 6 year-old son could go nowhere else but in “his” Huo Hai room, so he was faced to his Sheng Qi for his sleeping position to try and mitigate the “disadvantage” of being in a minus point room and gain as many advantages as possible. When the annual 3 came to their door, he broke his leg. How, why? The house was a Kan Gua house (sitting North), this means that the SW sector is actually the Jue Ming of the house. As we learned last month, Jue Ming is of the metal element. Sheng Qi is wood. Basic Mastery Academy Module 1 fundamental teaches us that wood and metal clash; if we are strong in our fundamentals, we know that this clash usually means a bleed, or that surgery is required. Since this situation has been corrected, everything turned up fine. I have to admit though, that sometimes this “plus points” system appears to work. A Kua 7 using an East-facing house: Main door at Jue Ming (minus), sleeping in NE Yan Nian (plus). So instead of using her really bad Jue Ming direction door, she uses her really good Tian Yi door. And everything is fine. But what has not been taken into consideration is that while she is using her personal good locations for doors, in actual fact her Gua, Dui Gua, is the same Gua as for the house, so her good locations are the same as for the house. She decides that she wants to maximise her Feng Shui “points” and so faces her bed head position to Sheng Qi. Again, a conflict of elements in the bedroom, despite being her good area, the house’s good area and her very best direction. She also underwent surgery for a previous leg injury. Metal Qi bedroom, wood Qi bed facing and location (small Tai Ji) - basic



 fundamental Mastery Academy Module 1 clash. All these elemental clashes, harmonies, controlling and production cycles can be found in many books out there today, along with the Pa Chai locations/directions but unless you have the correct teachings to comprehend their usage, the understanding is just not there. I think this article and the last, proves just that.



Elementally, My Dear Boy! By Jayne Goodrick Ba Zhai is a complex subject, with many different ways of applying it. In more recent times it has been used as the staple fall back of directional Feng Shui, sleep facing your good direction, sleep in your good area, etc. Ba Zhai is a complex subject, with many different ways of applying it. In more recent times it has been used as the staple fall back of directional Feng Shui, sleep facing your good direction, sleep in your good area, etc. What an absolute waste of this crucial San Yuan formula! Ba Zhai literally means 8 Mansions. Mansions are houses. So why have we been so hung up on using only our life Gua, which is just plagiarizing, if you like, of a powerful Feng Shui tool. It is only relatively recent that this aspect has been brought into the equation. The classic Ba Zi Ming Jing (Eight Mansions Bright Mirror) makes no mention of the life Gua, just the house Gua. So let's break it down: 8 Mansions are 8 types of houses; the type of house is decided by its Sitting; this then tells us the information we need; where is the Sheng Qi; the Tian Yi, Yan Nian, the Fu Wei; and also where the not so nice areas are: Jue Ming, Liu Sha, Wu Gwei, and Huo Hai. So is that it? Is that all we need to know? If that was it, we'd all be Masters after reading one book! You know better by now! Each of the above types of Qi exerts its own elemental influence and the interaction of these elements is what either makes or breaks the area. It is good if we can sleep in the Sheng Qi, the Tian Yi, or any of the good sectors. Utilising the most recent usage of the formula, we would also like to sleep facing one of our good directions. But there is more to it. Let's have a look at some examples: If I were sleeping in the Jue Ming of an East sitting house (West), is that as bad



 as sleeping at the Jue Ming of a West sitting house (East)? Jue Ming has the element of Metal: in the Zhen Gua house (East sitting) the Jue Ming is at the West area, Metal; in the Dui Gua house (West sitting) the Jue Ming is at the East area, Wood. Which is less desirable? Well, Metal and Metal is harmonious, whereas Metal and Wood….? I think we have a problem! So what if I were sleeping at the Yan Nian, and facing my Sheng Qi? Both good types of Qi, both beneficial. But Yan Nian is also of the Metal element, and Sheng Qi is wood. Is this really desirable? Whilst using the basic knowledge of the formula says these two are OK, it is only when we dissect the formula and look a little deeper that we can see the flaws in going only for good this, good that, good the other. And then again, there is the element of the palace itself…..…! Building or Moving Into a New House? By Joey Yap If you are a Feng Shui practitioner, you are going to get this one question asked of you... If you are a Feng Shui practitioner, you are going to get this one question asked of you all the time, in the most inconvenient of places and quite frequently, by people whom you have never met till that very moment of their question. "Can you tell me if the house I am planning to buy has good Feng Shui or not?" I am sure you will agree with me that being a psychic would usually help in these circumstances since you, the Feng Shui practitioner, will usually not be presented with any information at all with regards to the property. Prevention is better than cure - so it is always better to undertake a Feng Shui consultation of your property prior to buying a house. So, what I will try and do today is give you one or two guidelines that will help when you are out hunting for your dream home. One other thing before we proceed, certain houses need no cure (I will elaborate more on this later) and with other houses, there is simply no cost effective way to make them Feng Shui compliant; it would simply cost too much. A great deal (i.e. of running into either of such houses) depends on your luck. Fortunately, finding a totally disastrous house is quite a rare possibility, so don't



 get ahead of yourself with worry just as yet. Feng Shui - The Real Thing Your immediate environment exerts the largest influence in the overall Feng Shui of your home - where you are LOCATED is one of the key factors to consider when buying a new home. When engaging a Feng Shui consultant, assuming you have some leeway in this, ask him or her where in your town or city is a good spot to build or purchase a home. Different areas of a city or town have Qi (energies) that are sourced from different mountains (we call these dragon veins in Feng Shui). The real study of Feng Shui revolves around how to locate the 'correct' spot where the Qi will support your endeavors. Keep in mind that one man's meat is still another's man poison - a spot may not be as suitable for you as it would be for your neighbour. Obviously, the structure and formation of mountains and Qi flow in the environment (meaning Classical Luan Tou Feng Shui) is out of reach of the average Feng Shui enthusiast at this point in time. However when you engage your consultant, you need to check with him your area's Landform Feng Shui and which choice plots you are able to tap to these Qi. Many people are under the mistaken assumption that landform Feng Shui is primarily about looking out for "poison" arrows and "sha qi" features from your neighbors. To some extent, these are the basics to look out for but keep in mind that we are taking into consideration the MACRO Feng Shui of your property the WHOLE area. It only makes sense to pick an area that is good from the beginning to work with. To even attempt to teach you Luan Tou in a short article is wishful thinking at best, however, let me see what we can work with from an "end user" point of view to determine if your plot of land or area that you are looking into has good Qi. Land And House Selection Criteria Let's take an example of an area, you arrive to find that the area is extremely windy - BAD Feng Shui. Why? Because wind disperses the Qi. In Kuo-Pu's Burial Book, known as the main source book of all Feng Shui studies today, it is clearly stated that the Wind disperse the Qi. So, if your area has very strong winds, you can be sure that the Qi in your area is not very positive, so give this area a miss. •



Merciless Tiger and Dragon Embrace Merciless what?! , I can already hear the worried cries for help now. The Tiger and Dragon refer to the left and right surrounding hills or even houses. If they do not 'embrace' your land area and instead is outward moving as in the diagram below, this land is one that will not be very suitable. The Qi in this area cannot be contained and you are better off



 looking elsewhere. •



Piercing Water Water in the practice of Feng Shui can help enhance Qi and can just as well do the exact opposite and cause harmful Sha Qi. If the water path (usually in the from of drains or gutters) directly in front of your main door rushes in a straight line, it is known as "Wu Qing Shui" -Merciless Water. This type of water not only drains the Qi of your house, but ultimately emits Sha Qi. If you see such a structure, it would be futile to try and fix this property.



•



Bright Hall The bright hall refers to the generous space in front of your property. Check that you do indeed have a bright hall and that it is not TOO tight or TOO spacious. If it is too tight, no Qi can accumulate, if it is too broad, then Qi disperses without having a chances to collect. When faced with such structures, move on and keep looking.



•



Hills at the Back and Water in Front? Contrary to popular belief, it is not always necessary to have mountains at the back and a water feature or a lake at the front. This really depends on the overall structure of your landform. Sometimes it can actually be better to face a good mountain to receive Qi directly from the dragon veins.



I know many readers of the Mastery Journal are seeking basic guidelines. What are the basic rules to follow if you decide to do it yourself? Let's say that you have managed to select an area that is GOOD. We now need to look at the immediate environment to ensure that it is free of negative Qi. Next month, I will discuss some of these short pointers to help you select the best land or best house. Searching for the Gods By Vin Leo At times, the chart stares back at us and the eight characters just will not budge. Welcome to the study of Chinese astrology we called Bazi or commonly known as the Four Pillars in the western world. At times, the chart stares back at us and the eight characters just will not budge. Welcome to the study of Chinese astrology we called Bazi or commonly known as the Four Pillars in the western world. Bazi is a scientific experimentation of the Orient that translates the readings of the constellations into word form. Many are amazed with the accuracy of predictions through the readings of Bazi. The information received should help us make better decisions in life. For many, the ambition to become rich through



 the abuse of Bazi knowledge is simply not a real possibility. To begin, start with the elementary analysis and build a portfolio of the day master. Hence, why we need to understand the basic element and its attributes. Take a Bing fire day master for example. It does not need continuing resources, as it is independent and self-sufficient. Have you seen the woods of the forest 'produce' the sun? Or isn't it the sun that 'produces' the trees of the forest? Do we need two suns? Another Bing would constitute a rivalry. Not forgetting that the time of birth would give us a clue on its brilliance. Is the yang Bing fire stronger than the yin Ding fire? Contrary to popular belief that yang is stronger than yin; it is not. We then determine its strength before we go on to determine the useful god, favourable and unfavourable gods and the expansion into the ten gods. The liberal use of the word 'god' in this article refers to the literal translation of the word 'shen' from the Chinese classical text. It does not refer to our Heavenly Father or any Deities for that matter. The strength of the day master acts as the fulcrum while the useful god harmonises the birth chart. To determine the strength of the day master, we recite the mantra: 'In season, in location, in formation' Take an example, a wood day master in the spring season is prosperous; in summer trapped; in winter strong and in autumn dead. When the day master is prosperous, we control; when strong, we weaken; when trapped, we release; when dead, we resurrect. Generally, the month branch alone is sufficient to determine the strength unless there are special circumstances. Take a Wu earth for example. Earth elements do not mix as readily as water elements. In fact they only stack on top of each other. A boulder, whether weak or strong, is still a boulder. So are we really concerned if it is supported or weakened? Seasons in Bazi refer to the different phases in the transformation of Qi. It is likened to the different weather, as in the changes of the seasons, to give a pictorial impression of the analysis. It is definitely not about the physical changes in the temperature; neither is it the materialistic make-ups of the five elements. We are often given the impression that autumn represents metal and therefore wood withers because it is chopped by metal. That is the study of Bazi in the infancy stage. Wood withers in autumn should be likened to the piercing wind that slices the wood like a swift blade. Isn't that the feeling you get when you find yourself exposed to the biting autumn winds? Likewise, for metal producing water, we refer to condensation amongst other things. This is the science of Bazi. From the above understandings, we deduce the elements that aid our developments as favourable gods and the elements that hinder us as unfavourable gods. There are also elements that have neutral effect on the chart known as neutral gods.



 The ten gods are derived from the day master. In Chinese texts, most refer to them as the six gods. The six gods refer to the five elements as the five gods and the day master as the main god. In reality, the application of the gods in the reading is the same. There is a yin or yang polarity to every one of the five elements. That which is of the same element as the day master, is known as a Friend while that of a different polarity is known as a Rob Wealth. That the day master produces is known as an Eating God while that of a different polarity is known as the Hurting Officer. Those that produce the day master are the Direct and Indirect Resources. Those that the day master counters are the Direct and Indirect Wealth. Those that counter the day master are the Direct and Indirect Officers. The Indirect Officer or commonly known as the seven killing, is the seventh element in the order of the heavenly stems and represented by a blade or killing qi. . Literal translations of words or sentences from the classics help preserve the intricate nuances of the Chinese language. The English translations commonly used as in Authority, Power, Intelligence and Output, often fails to grasp the essence of the meaning behind the terms. Take a yin female chart as an example. The Direct Officer represents her husband. If she has too many yang productions representing her Hurting Officer, she would have many problems with her husband as it is 'hurting her officer'. If a guy has an abundance of Direct Wealth in his chart, it does not necessarily mean that he will be filthy rich. It simply means that he makes his income through routine work and he manages his wealth with a tight rein. It is as 'direct' and straightforward as that. The useful god can be found among the favourable gods. The difference is that the useful god must be found in the chart itself, including the hidden stems, though not in the annual or luck pillars. A good example is the mid-winter Ren water day master. We generally conclude that the favourable gods are earth and fire; the unfavourable gods are water and metal and the neutral god is wood. Generally, earth and fire elements in the annual and luck pillars would bring good tidings. Earth controls water but in mid-winter, earth and water are both frozen and need to be liberated by fire. Wet wood in winter cannot start a fire. Therefore, we need the almighty Sun as Bing fire to bring life to spring again. Bing fire becomes the useful god. When you do not have a Bing fire in your birth chart, we compromise by substituting Bing with Ding fire. It would become a 'second grade' useful god. Are you doomed if the fire is not present in the chart? You can 'lure' Ding fire from Geng metal and Jia wood. Then you would not be happy if I tell you that you have downgraded to another level of poverty. A winter chart of water and earth, without the presence of fire, wood and metal, well, stare back at them…. (Note: Don't panic. This calls for a different approach to the chart that we classify



 as 'structures') Three In A Photo and the Middle Will Die My story begins shortly after I arrived home from Melbourne. Now, Melbourne is a few hours ahead of Kuala Lumpur time, so I found myself awake at 6am and in the office by 7.30am hoping to get some work done at least. My story begins shortly after I arrived home from Melbourne. Now, Melbourne is a few hours ahead of Kuala Lumpur time, so I found myself awake at 6am and in the office by 7.30am hoping to get some work done at least. A call came in just as I had sat down, my secretary had not come in and so I did the only thing I could do - answered the call. I assumed that it must have been an overseas call since it was much too early for the average Malaysian. 'Can I speak to Mr. Joey Yap, please?', a lady's pleasant voice on the phone greeted me. She sounded just a little surprised since she must have not thought anyone would have been there so early, much less to reach me personally. ' I don't mean to bother you Joey, but I wanted to let you know that I have sent in my question five times already and I still haven't gotten an answer'. 'Well Mrs. Tan, I get a large number of e-mails and sometimes, I may not be able to get around to answering them right away. But since you have me on the phone, why don't you tell me what the problem is'. I found out from her that her friend who is now a Feng Shui practitioner had come to have dinner at her home a couple of weeks ago. She had taken advantage of the situation and asked this person for free advice over dinner. Now she was a little worried over his comments about the Feng Shui of her home. In addition to asking her to renovate the house extensively (hers was a Period 7 house), her friend had also pointed to a family portrait that hung in the hall and said that this 'type' of photo was very bad Feng Shui. As there were three people in the picture, the one in the middle would surely die. 'I don't want my husband to die Joey!', she was naturally quite distraught and the emotions were quite apparent in her tone. Mrs. Tan had only one son and the family portrait was a simple one of their family. It would not have been so worse, she told me, if her friend hadn't ominously called three days later to warn her to take down the photo lest a tragedy befall the family. She laughed it off at that point but the worry had left her with sleepless nights. Her husband had declared the Feng Shui practitioner as a nutter and ignored it completely. Still it plagued her - after all, her husband knew nothing about Feng



 Shui and its effects. 'No wonder your husband is a skeptic Mrs. Tan - with such absurd ideas floating around about Feng Shui, I myself am starting to wonder where all of this is coming from', I was a little irritated with the nonsensical nature of the whole advice given. I explained further, 'If this theory was true in any way, then we would not need guns and bombs, all we need to do is to have two people stand next to your worst enemy and snap a picture of him or her. This person would be history before the photo was even developed if this theory was really so potent!' 'Professional photographers would be professional assassins - they would be out of a proper job'. 'Having said all of that Mrs. Tan, think back. Wasn't there at least ONE photo of three people where you were in the middle. Aren't you very much alive and calling me at 7.30am this Monday morning?' She paused for a moment on the phone…'yes', she said, 'you are right there Joey. Why did I never even think of that?!'. She sounded relieved by the end of it and asked me more about upcoming Feng Shui classes - I told her more about the upcoming Module 1 Feng Shui Mastery Series in Kuala Lumpur. I also told her after looking at her house plans, that it was already well positioned to receive Period 8 Qi and no renovations were really needed. BaZi and Feng Shui - Distant Cousins? By Joey Yap Man is always fascinated by the great mysteries of life. Often, we wonder what.... Man is always fascinated by the great mysteries of life. Often, we wonder what our purpose in this world is. How can we perform better? For centuries the Chinese have accumulated a vast amount of knowledge to study these great questions in search of answers. By studying the interaction between Man, the environment, time and the Universe (often called Heaven), a pattern began to appear. This pattern represents the cyclical influence of the energies in the Universe imprinted on us during the time of our birth. This information is encrypted or coded in the form of Eight Characters (BaZi). Thus the study and practice of BaZi calculation is to allow us to decrypt this code and reveal our destiny. BaZi is like the diagnostic method designed to understand the condition of the patient or the person. Feng Shui is like the prescription used to treat a problem or condition the person may be suffering from. It is common knowledge that many



 well known Feng Shui Masters are also BaZi Masters. (or at least, they are good in one form of a Destiny analysis technique, like Purple Star (Zi Wei) System). First Destiny, Second Luck, Third Feng Shui The Eight Characters or Ba Zi represents the static chart of our destiny. The eight characters are called our 'Ming' or Life. Our Life Path or Destiny is calculated in what we call the dynamic pillars where they represent 10-year periods of our life. These pillars are known as Luck Pillars.



Your Destiny



Your Luck Cycle Luck Pillars can be considered our Life Path. We call this the Luck factor. If we have a good natal chart (Good Life Chart), we need to be supported by the right luck in order for its true potential to be realised. Conversely, a mediocre Life Chart can be helped by a good sets of Luck Pillars. With a good Life Chart, bad luck pillars are not too ruinous as opposed to a Bad Life Chart entering Bad Luck Pillars. The bumpy roads and smooth sailing journeys of our life all depend on the quality of our Luck Pillars. Each Pillar is made up of two Characters, a Heavenly Stem and an Earthly Branch. Their elements generally govern the 10 years of a person's life with the influence being more pronounced in the Heaven Stem for the first 5 years and the Earthly Branch for the subsequent 5 years.



 A common question often asked by students is this: Do I need to study BaZi in order to practice Feng Shui? So, it was no surprise to me when a student posed this question to me over lunch the other day. 'The answer is simple really', I explained to the student. 'You can practice Feng Shui without studying BaZi but studying BaZi allows you to be truly effective in applying your knowledge of Feng Shui.' It is said that Destiny comes first, then Luck, then only Feng Shui. Not knowing your capabilities or potentials makes it harder to know what lies ahead for you. BaZi is similar to a diagnosis provided by a doctor. Feng Shui can be likened to the prescription to manage your Destiny. 'How will you know what prescription to use without getting a diagnosis first?', I put forth the question to him. 'In case you did not know, most acknowledged teachers and masters of Feng Shui are masters in BaZi as well. Why do you think that is?' Although it is not absolutely compulsory for you to study BaZi in order to practice Feng Shui, by gaining proficiency in BaZi, you can take your skills and application of Feng Shui even further. Of course a true expert in Feng Shui is able to read most symptoms from the Feng Shui of the property alone, however, they should understand that there are limitations because Feng Shui is not a system designed specifically to analyze Destiny. It is the same with BaZi, we cannot 'use' BaZi to do Feng Shui as it is a system designed to analyze Destiny, not Feng Shui. But these two systems complement each other. Just as studying Mathematics makes it simpler when studying and applying the knowledge of Physics, so too does the study of BaZi remove certain obstacles in the practice and study of Highly Advanced Feng Shui. BaZi unlocks many doors in Feng Shui, for example, a lot of San He (Three Harmony) Formulas are similar to the formulas from the Four Pillars of Destiny. One of them is the 12 Growth Phases, this is what many people refer to as 'secret' water dragon methods - widely known as the water that creates wealth. But not many know that the basics and fundamentals are from the same BaZi Ming Li studies of the 12 Growth Phases of Qi. By having fore knowledge on these principles, the water formulas become much clearer and a student can immediately recognize and understand the true meaning behind the formulas. Some formulas seem 'illogical' or even wrong when you look at them only from the Feng Shui perspective. Because the original author of the ancient book may have written it in a way that presumed you already had 'prior' knowledge on other subjects such as BaZi's 12 Growth Phases. Furthermore, the Stems and Branches in BaZi bear a relationship to Feng Shui as they are very similar in Feng Shui studies. Even something as basic as the Five Element Cycle which is used extensively in Feng Shui applications is not fully unlocked until you study this in BaZi. 'You may be familiar with the Five Elements but do you know which of these elements produces the fastest? How about which one produces the slowest? Does



 Earth produce Metal faster or does Metal produce Water faster?', I asked the student further. With an understanding of BaZi, you will not only know which element is the fastest producing element, but also understand when an element will produce, when it will not, how does an element get weakened, when it does not,etc.BaZi studies equips the students with firm and thorough understanding of Five Elements. Each relationship between each element is different. A clash between Yin Fire and Yang Metal is totally different than a clash between Yang Metal and Yang Wood. Even though, they are separate studies but knowing certain knowledge like this will allow you to apply your Feng Shui techniques and prescriptions even better. Why the need to study our destiny? • •
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•
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•



Help you plan your Feng Shui prescription for the long term. Help in making informed decisions - by understanding our cycle of good and bad fortune, we are able to undertake proper planning and execute the right decisions that bring us the best possible outcome. Maximize our potential - We can capitalize on good luck cycles for entrepreneurial ventures or investment decisions. - We can reduce risk by being cautious and reducing our exposure during downward cycles Understanding Relationships, understanding others - People react and respond differently to different people in different time periods. By understanding the cosmic relation between yourself and your family or partner, you can foster better communication and improve relationships Choosing the right career - Knowing which type of career or industry is suitable for you could be a very important step in your life. Why not choose a career where you can perform at your peak, where you'd enjoy your work and where you can excel? People Around You - BaZi allows us to understand the influence of people around you in your family or at work. Undoubtedly, we are very much influenced by our group of friends and family. Who is helpful and who is unknowingly impeding your progress?



BaZi is a not just a complementary science to Feng Shui, they both are equally important in the field of 'Chinese Metaphysics'. They compliment each other both in terms of theoretical understanding of formulas as well as in application. Why a Career in Feng Shui? A Career in Feng Shui offers exciting potential for people from all walks of life. A career in Feng Shui can be one of the most rewarding experiences of your life.



 Successful Feng Shui practitioners who make it big in this industry have one thing in common: they first enrich the lives of their clients. To be a Feng Shui professional means that you are in the service of helping people. Amongst other things, when Feng Shui is applied correctly, it promises good health, harmonious family relationships and financial stability. Helping others to achieve this in their lives can be very satisfying and spiritually rewarding. You will be involved in a business where your clients will call you and thank you for the remarkable changes that you have effected in their lives. What could be more satisfying than to know that you have played a positive role in improving and enriching the lives of others? Around the world, Feng Shui is a growing industry that is just beginning to unfurl its wings and take flight. Demand for skilled Feng Shui consultants who can produce results has far outstripped supply. There are many consultants who can presently charge an average of US$400 per hour for their work. Experienced practitioners are often engaged for large projects such as housing estate planning, office and shopping malls, gaming and hotel resorts and other township planning. Big projects like these often command a significant consultation fee commensurate with the level of Feng Shui skills required to perform them. How much time and money should a novice invest to begin a professional Feng Shui consulting career? The answer is to invest a little money and an enormous amount of your own passion, determination and enthusiasm on a consistent basis to improve your own knowledge and experience in the subject. These three qualities are far more important than money and cannot be bought. The purpose of the Mastery Academy's training programs, the Feng Shui Mastery Series™, the BaZi Mastery Series™, the Xuan Kong Mastery Series™, the Mian Xiang Mastery Series™ and the Homestudy Series™ is to provide you with a stepby-step approach so that you can acquire the necessary practical Feng Shui knowledge with a minimal initial investment while you earn and continuously improve on a pay-as-you-learn basis. Many successful practitioners (our graduates) start their career on a part-time basis. You will eventually develop your skills, knowledge and expertise as you progress. The Mastery Academy also offers a unique support system via the "Mastery Academy Student Community"(online). This allows constant interaction between members and like-minded Feng Shui enthusiasts of the Mastery Academy to help each other along the way. Compared to the traditional belief of investing in a professional degree from a University, pursuing a career in Feng Shui offers a much faster rate of return on your investment. Freedom As a Feng Shui consultant, you enjoy the freedom of working flexible hours. This translates to more time for your family and loved ones. You decide to work (give consultation) when it suits you. There is certainly no limit to the number of



 consultations you can do in your lifetime. Retirement Feng Shui is a skill that improves as you grow older. You never need to ‘retire’ from practising Feng Shui. The older you get, the better you become in this art because your experience improves with time. Many of Joey Yap's students are 40, 50, even 60 years old and still enjoying their practice of Feng Shui; either on a part time or full time basis as suits their schedules and lifestyle. You choose whether or not to retire. You have the freedom. Worth a Life Time The knowledge you acquire of Feng Shui stays with you for life. This means it will serve you and others for as long as you live. This alone is worth your time, commitment and determination. Future Generations and A Better World You can also play a greater part for future generations of practitioners by preserving and expanding the ancient knowledge of Feng Shui. There are many people all over the world who yearn to discover the true knowledge of Feng Shui. Without dedicated practitioners such as yourself to spread this knowledge, many may never realize what classical Feng Shui is really about. When you choose to become a Feng Shui practitioner, you are joining a growing number of Mastery Academy practitioners around the globe who are playing their part in making the world a better place to live in. Feng Shui is about bringing harmony to people. When there’s harmony in the home, there will be harmony in the country. When there is harmony in the country, there will be harmony in the world. If any of these principles appeals to you, then Feng Shui is the perfect career for you. To register for a Feng Shui Mastery Series course, your first step into the exciting world of classical Feng Shui, please click on this link: http://www.masteryacademy.com/Education/schoolfengshui/fengshuimastery01.asp and then click on Academic Calendar located at the bottom of the page and register for a course closest to you. Surviving the Partnership By Vin Leo In the course of our Bazi studies, we often talk about relationships between family members, friends, colleague, potential business partners and our spouseto-be in the elemental forms. We proceed further to analyse the interaction and reactions of the elements from one set of four pillars. In the course of our Bazi studies, we often talk about relationships between family members, friends, colleague, potential business partners and our spouseto-be in the elemental forms. We proceed further to analyse the interaction and



 reactions of the elements from one set of four pillars. What if we want to understand the compatibility of two persons in a marriage or more persons as in a study group, as a housemate, as a business partner or just to enhance the parent-child relationship? Perhaps, one of the most basic and easiest ways to analyse a relationship is through the day and year pillars. Let us take an example, John and Sally. We shall take John's day pillar against Sally's year pillar to analyse John's attitude, intent and relationship towards Sally and vice versa. First there is the interaction of the heavenly stems that reveal the outward attitude and what is obvious to the naked eyes. These also refer to the physical affection and demands. We can also relate it to materialistic wants and gains. Secondly, we have the interaction of the earthly branches which reveal the unseen factors. These are usually the affairs of the heart and mind. It may refer to genuine love affairs, intellectual and personality compatibility. Thirdly, we have the interaction of the hidden stems. These reveal the ulterior motives or the unexplainable attitude. Most importantly, these stems often reveal the secret intents of the day master. With the information gathered, we can make informed choices. We anticipate and are mentally and physically prepared should there be any head-on collision. Other applications used to forecast the outcome include the Plum Blossom method, Xuan Kong Divination techniques, Bazi Divination analysis and the Zi Wei calculations, to name a few. Finally, take all things with a pinch of salt. There is no documented proof in the history of Chinese metaphysic of such an interpretation but I guess there is no harm in writing up a journal for your own documentation and analysis. Loosely translated from Sun Tze's war manual, he stated that 'To know your enemies well, the war is already won'. I say, 'To know your partner well, make survival more wonderful.' Excuse me, are you a millionaire? By Vin Leo After every feng shui class, we begin with the activation of the prosperous star for wealth. In fact we activated all the prosperous stars just as we are taught. We put in water features of all sizes on all the locations just as we are told. After every feng shui class, we begin with the activation of the prosperous star for wealth. In fact we activated all the prosperous stars just as we are taught. We put in water features of all sizes on all the locations just as we are told. We ensure our main doors; our beds and our work stations are tilted to face our sheng qi. We avoid the bad energy areas. Aren't we also taught to tilt our door at



 the angle of 45 degrees to face the castle gate for prosperity, achievements and status? For further assurance, we display our collections of feng shui ornaments to combat the competition of stars 6 and 7; the arguments of stars 2 and 3; weakening of the evil stars 2, 5 and 7 and the list goes on. We have been there and done that. Yet we remain working class people, desperately seeking for the break to be another Richard Li or Brandon, not mentioning the Gates and the Murdoch. Does this sound familiar? What went wrong? I believe we studied the flying star technique in the course of our quest for feng shui greatness. It is not just about activation. It's about the interaction of the whole chart. There are only nine numbers and you cannot avoid having half the chart of bad combinations. Common usage is the remedial application of the 5 elements. Metal produces water. Why take water bottles to the desert when metal is all you need? Water produces wood. Only plants need water, human and animals do not? Likewise, we say water weakens metal. Soaking metal in water weakens it? How about wood produces fire? Got me there! Have you seen the wood of the forest produces the almighty Sun lately? The fact is that the nine stars come in three forms: number, qi and image. It has to do with the interactions of the stars in three forms; the visiting of the annuals, monthly and the daily stars, the understanding of the palaces in which the stars reside; where the stars come in from and the interaction of the facing, sitting and the base stars. Not mentioning the human and time factors. There is much talk about the Feng Shui of Hyatt Hotel, Singapore for her castle gate theory or city mnemonic gate theory, or whatever fanciful names it comes in. Simply tilting the door this way will achieve greatness will make all other theories redundant, doesn't it? To utilise castle gate theory, you will have to find the gate first. Now, where have the gate gone to? I believe it is time to examine our foundations and the fundamentals that build on it. Are they based on sound principles? We must have a clear working idea of the balance of yin and yang, the harmony of heaven and earth qi, the cosmic trinity, the natural landforms and the luo-shu or he-tuo principles, to name a few. The greatest source of understanding lies in the classics. Many masters have claimed success to their creation of millionaires. Should they not also claim responsibilities for the many unsuccessful ones? Dead Wood By Joey Yap I was on my way back from Dallas, Texas after my last class and my secretary called me to... It’s been a while since I was able to share such a story with you and I am sure this is one of those stories from which I will be receiving lots of mail from our



 readers. I was on my way back from Dallas, Texas after my last class and my secretary called me to let me know that an URGENT call had come in from a Malaysian Mastery Journal Basic reader asking to meet with me. URGENTLY was highlighted and I thought, ‘well life or death situation then’. And so I told my secretary to set up the meeting. At the appointed time, Sammi, the main character in our story today, came to see me. This may sound like an Abbott & Costello routine but bear with me a while. ‘ Joey, you know, I have done my best la, but this man, I tell you.’ ‘Err…what man? What does this have to do with me?’ ‘My man, my boyfriend. It’s just not working out la. I have tried it you know. I have done my best’. ‘Tried what? Done what?’, I asked, sounding a little exasperated since I neither knew the real story or what I was doing in the picture. I was starting to feel more and more like a relationship counselor. ‘Well, I slept in my ‘Nien Yin’ direction, but my relationship has not improved. In fact, he is always moody and grumpy and seems to take me for granted’. ‘Nien Yin, I see’ ‘Yes, Nien Yin, you see’. ‘I also hung a large bouquet of dried flowers my boyfriend gave me a while ago and they are in my room. They face down’. ‘He gave you dried flowers? What has this got to do with Feng Shui?’ ‘No, they were fresh when he gave them to me, I wanted to keep them. So I subsequently dried them out’. Before I could even say anything further, she interrupted me, ‘They are bad Feng Shui right? Right!? Cause I heard somewhere that they are. They ARE, aren’t they? Are they? But I don’t want to throw it away, they have such sentimental value to me, you see’. ‘I have to tell u Sammi, your whole house is filled with ‘Sha Qi’ right at this very moment’. ‘Whaat….?? My whole house ah? I will throw away the flowers, right now. Right away’, she hurriedly said to me.



 ‘Sammi, calm down. Your house is filled with furniture right? It’s all dead wood, right? So, if your theory is correct, your whole house will be filled with Sha Qi right?’ ‘Hmmmm…well….err…that does make some sense’ Seeing an opportunity to jump in before she started again, I explained to her how there was no difference between the dead flowers hanging by her bed and the furniture in her house. There was no ‘sha qi’ problem for her to worry about. It’s all superstitious mumbo-jumbo I reassured her. I also let Sammi know that the correct term was Yan Nian, not the often misconstrued Nian Yien. In Eight Mansions, the correct Chinese spelling for the Qi is Yan Nian (Chinese Character) . I decided I would give her a hand, seeing as to how she had already come so far with her questions. I found out that although she was facing her Yan Nian direction, she was IN the Five Ghost or Wu Gui sector of the house – according to the HOUSE GUA. (Those of you having studied the Feng Shui Mastery Series would be familiar with this and how it is applied.) Her entrance to her house is also in the Liu Sha sector of the house and though it does face her Tian Yi, it does not fix the negative Qi entering there. Furthermore, as this is the year of the Monkey, it is safe to assume that her problems with the Liu Sha qi will escalate even further. I also found out that a room next to hers was empty and is the Yan Nian sector of the house. She could just as easily tap into her Tian Yi in that room and still enjoy the REAL Yan Nian Qi to help her in her relationship. Just before I ended my discussions, I reiterated my two points to her. 1. Dried flowers are not dead wood Qi 2. Eight Mansions Feng Shui is not called ‘Eight Mansions’ for nothing. She MUST consider the House Gua – personal attributes are but one aspect of Eight Mansion Feng Shui. It would be incomplete without an analysis of the house’s Gua Qi. Till next time, have wonderful relationships and enjoy the person you are with! It’s Bird, It’s a Plane … no it’s a House For Sale! By Joey Yap I haven’t seen Alex for some time. I think it must have... I haven’t seen Alex for some time. I think it must have been a couple of years since we last had a drink. A few days ago, we were driving to a common friend’s birthday party and on the way we were discussing his house that he had put up for sale for some time now. He was dismayed. It just didn’t seem to sell even though there were many prospects.



 He told me, as a last resort, he had decided to paste a picture of a ‘bird’ on the house’s address plate as a means to sell it faster. I had to slam on the brakes to avoid hitting the car in front of me. ‘A bird!’ I exclaimed. ‘A bird?’ ‘It’s a Feng Shui technique to sell houses’ he proudly proclaimed. ‘Which direction does this special bird fly?’ I prodded. ‘Err….hee hee..well, no special direction. I think THAT could be the problem. The bird might have been placed in the wrong direction.’ Yes, THAT is the problem I thought to myself. Not the overgrown weeds in the yard or the peeling paint of the house. Or the leaking roof. But my friend Alex was adamant that it was the direction of the bird he painted that is causing a hiccup to his intended sale. (If you had seen this house, you would agree with me that the house was a wreck and it had been left unattended for almost a year) If I didn’t need both hands on the steering wheel, I might have reached over to knock some sense into this guy. ‘So, no takers for the house yet?’ I asked him. ‘No lah, all of them came, saw and left, saying that they would get back to me. But no news so far. ‘What do you think ah Joey? Do you think you can help me with some adjustment to the ‘bird’ direction?’ he finally asked me. This is where my expertise in real estate sales kicked in – no I haven’t changed my vocation but read on. You will soon see why my mastery of the real estate game leaves many bird-painting friends awe struck. ’The real secret Feng Shui technique of selling houses’ – I said is to put up a FOR SALE sign to begin with. And here is the real magic, to sell it faster – put another sign below that saying ‘20% BELOW market price!’ Change that percentage as you see fit until the house is sold. And if that sign is HUGE, the better the ‘Feng Shui’ of your house as prospective buyers will line up to offer you money for this house with good ‘Feng Shui’. If I was going to charge for common sense advice, I would have retired by now on these sorts of chats I have had over the years. Let me say this again – there is no magic feng shui formula by which pasting or painting of a bird on the house address will sell your land or house faster. If your house has ‘real’ good Feng Shui, buyers will find it more appealing but good Feng Shui has nothing to do with a picture of a bird. Where a house has good Feng Shui, the Qi in the property is pleasant – visitors



 immediately find themselves attracted to the house and in certain cases, may even feel very comfortable in the house as soon as they enter. I cannot say for certain where this ‘bird picture’ idea originated from but try as I might, there is no reference to this in even Chinese culture. It may very well have started off as something valid before morphing into its present nonsensical form. Maybe there was an old saying that if a property has birds and other forms of life, it has good Qi – maybe it eventually got watered from that concept. There are however, houses that can be particularly difficult to sell. Those with a main door directly facing a T- Junction or a lamp post, where the Qi is fierce or unconducive. Firstly, most house buyers these days are somewhat Feng Shui savvy – they are going to know that such a structure is not good. Even without any knowledge about feng shui, common sense will tell you that having cars rushing towards your door day and night is hardly a positive way to live. Let’s be honest, if you walk into a house that looks dark, dingy and overly ‘Yin’, you’re obviously not going to find yourself too attracted to it. This goes for all those houses where the trees are so thick as to almost block out the sunlight. If you encounter such a situation, keep in mind that if the particular area is also within a palace that has the 2, 4, 7, 9 stars – this could lead to a Yin Formation as per Flying Star Feng Shui. The effects can include hallucinations or apparitions; traditionally also known as the neighbourhood’s fabled haunted houses. Also, houses with an imbalanced land shape, triangular or skewed at an odd angle face trouble in retaining Qi. And again, this does not appeal to people. I will leave you with one last common sense idea that you may want to try if you are selling your house. Cut the grass, pull out the weeds, give it a new coat of paint and do up the cracks and leaks. No one is going to buy a house that you yourself would not think of living in. Evaluating Your Feng Shui Associations By Joey Yap Lets take a moment here to evaluate the major Feng Shui influences in your life... As the New Year greets us and Period 8 rolls around, it's a good time to take stock of where we came from and where we are headed. Lets take a moment here to evaluate the major Feng Shui influences in your life that have made a difference in the person you are, your fortunes and the happiness of your family. The décor of your home? The off-white color of the baby's bedroom or the violet shades in the dining room? Your sleeping direction? Clothes that you wear? The color of your hair?



 Do ANY of these have an impact on you? To answer that, I would like to thank Grandma - well she wasn't really my grandmother but she was a kind old lady who used to baby-sit me when I was a child. I was very attached to her and I have many fond memories of her, especially the ones where she used to constantly drill her beliefs into me as I sat with her in the kitchen. I always remember that no matter the situation, there seemed to be a 'warning' for every occasion and situation too. She was an ardent believer that I would grow up to be a ruined, penniless man if I placed a 'wealth dragon' facing the door. It was a bad omen to have certain paintings on the wall and not to carry a gold ingot with me everywhere I went (mind you, it was HEAVY too). In the many hours I spent with her in the kitchen, she assured me that the décor in the house was all for Feng Shui purposes. She was particularly fond of an expensive painting of a waterfall that she had placed in the living room. It was supposed to bring her immense wealth - I don't know how since money always seemed to be tight. But I would be the first to admit that she did play a great role in my life. So much so that I associated almost any Chinese design and décor with Feng Shui - even at the risk of being labeled superstitious. It was only years later when I began seriously studying classical Feng Shui and relevant literature that I realized no references were ever made to Chinese décor. Not even remotely. Everything talked about relates to directional and locational influences and how this Qi interacted with people. More importantly, it was interesting to see how these factors changed through time. On more than one occasion, I have found myself saying ' I wish I knew then what I know now'. I would take a little trip into my time machine, sitting there on the kitchen floor, I could tell 'Grandma' to live her life without so many worries about an impending 'falling sky'. I could have told her not to let paranoia or taboo stop her from simply enjoying Chinese culture and art. A critical problem today is the fact that Feng Shui is being labeled a 'superstition' and viewed as a 'cheap' alternative to interior decoration. In fact, Feng Shui is not what many people think of it as. I recently met a client who had her home re-decorated. Obsessed with the placement of her 'lucky bird' figurine, she had called me in to advise her where the bird should be placed. I stared at it intently and turned it around a few times to see what was so 'magical' about this carving. It was obviously expensive and depicted a crane with a scroll in its beak, standing on a turtle. And it sat there and stared back at me. I would have turned down her engagement right away if not for the fact that it presented me with a unique opportunity to set things straight. Instead of an expensive bird that was going to make her interior decorator froth at the mouth, I asked her to focus on her daughter's study room. We repositioned her study room and study desk to facilitate her goals. It would go someway towards helping her in her academic achievements but the rest is up to



 her to study hard. I would like to see different kind of resolve for 2004 - let us focus on authentic Feng Shui techniques. The kind of techniques that get us results - positioning the property to receive good quality Qi. In order to achieve this, we need to assess the quality of our living environment and strive to improve or work around the flaws that may be present. Once the Qi is attained, we then need to focus on circulating this Qi throughout our home or office so that everyone benefits. You also need to be aware of the time influence on the quality of Qi. Which is where discussions on Period 7 and Period 8 are focused. Naturally, before we even look at the effect of Period 8 or worry about Period 7, you need to first ensure that the property receives good Qi. How do we go about doing Feng Shui for ourselves? First, establish your land formations; the environmental strengths and weaknesses inherent in the land on which the property sits. Next, calculate your personal favorable directions and the Qi (energy) map of your home - a Xuan Kong Flying Star chart. Now you are ready for the analysis phase. Insist on a process of continuous learning - Feng Shui is not a belief system of placement. It is a practice where you learn to observe and assess the Qi flow in your environment, in your home and how it affects you. The secret to success in applying Feng Shui is knowledge. Tap into the correct knowledge of Feng Shui - read, ask people and learn from experienced practitioners. Do not be afraid to ask WHY and HOW a technique or application is to be applied. Like I have said a thousand times before - do not simply follow blind theory. Location, Location, Location. By Joey Yap We need to first be clear on the fact that we do... This month, we will be focusing on understanding environmental influences of location versus that of direction, not an uncommon question that often plagues the beginners and enthusiasts just starting out. We need to first be clear on the fact that we do indeed posses the ability to improve and further accelerate the Feng Shui potential within our homes. All that is required is a clear understanding on how it works. Master Lee, a famous master in Hong Kong, made an interesting comment once that has proven to be a golden nugget to me over the years. 'Never underestimate the power of location', he told me. If you take a closer look at the events that have come to pass in your life, the events you have undergone and the opportunities life has presented you, these next few items will definitely have



 played a crucial role in all of them: • • • •



The water and mountain positions you have in the vicinity of your home. The location and direction of your main door. The location of your bedroom and The location of your kitchen.



Indeed, the influence of 'location', be it in a city, a suburb, a township, within your house, the rooms and the location of our desks - it is a powerful factor that shapes our lives. At times, we may not even realize just how powerful this effect can be as it influences us over an extended period time. The Big Picture Analysis In the natural enthusiasms of students just beginning to see how potent Feng Shui can be, many will immediately look to changing the internal Feng Shui of their homes. The way they sit, the direction of their bed and the décor of the house in general, are all scrutinized from top to bottom to ensure 'perfection'. Aren't we missing something here, you ask? Something we have overlooked? The BIG picture - we haven't taken a birds eye view of the external picture! Before even checking anything internally, we need to first check and fix the main flaws in the external picture. Where is our building located (within the suburb or housing estate)? What are the nearby mountain ranges and main roads that govern the main QI of the area? Our property should be ideally tapping into the beneficial resources of the surrounding land and then, at the same time, we can tailor the internal Qi to fit our own lives. Similarly, in your house or office, facing a good direction may be helpful but being IN the right location AND facing a good direction spurs on the positive effects. Of course, this works just as negatively in the other direction - being in a disadvantaged location in the house may very well negate the good effects of facing your good direction. Which is why I constantly stress the importance of positioning your Main Door the mouth of Qi - in the right location in addition to it facing the correct direction. You want it to receive the best possible quality of Qi in your home and facing a favorable direction further amplifies this effect. You may often hear that decor or color is THE thing to look out for if you want to enhance your Feng Shui - not true. Keep in mind the most crucial factors will always be direction and locations, the color of your walls and curtains will not be influencing the Qi within your home. If you have studied Feng Shui for a while, you may have heard the term Luan Tou also known as Landscape Feng Shui. This is made up by the area in which



 you live, the mountain ranges, the rivers and the surroundings. Environmental factors are powerful. They can often nudge us just a little bit and then a little bit more until we take a good look around and behind us and realize that we have gone completely off course! And often, this can be detrimental to the Feng Shui goals that we have set out for ourselves. As a quick guide, here are three questions you want to ask yourself to assess your current Feng Shui conditions. 1. Where is my house located? Within your housing estate or suburb, are you in the Northern sector or Eastern sector? Also make a mental note of the various mountain and water locations within your vicinity that you most often see. 2. Are these environmental features good or are they having a negative impact on my home? 3. What are their influences? Is the mountain in the right location in relation to my property? Is the water position correct? Is the road in and out of my property area correct? Maybe you've been fortunate and the area in which you live in has been a positive, energizing influence. Then again, maybe there are some bad features in the environment that you haven't taken into account till now. All I'm suggesting here is that you take a close and objective look. Everything is worth a second look, especially the power of locational features within the living environment surrounding your home or office. Some of you might even dismiss this notion - especially if you have lived all your life in the same place. But as sure as a bullet to the head, these environmental features do matter and they do have a pronounced effect on your life. Ignorance in this case may become a setback in your endeavours to seek the beneficial effects of good feng shui. Assess the environment and see if the scales may be tipped towards the positive or negative and then manage it from there. It may often be natural and easier to get carried away with interior Feng Shui concerns when, if you just stopped and looked at things, the problem may very well be outside of your immediate living environment. Take a moment and observe your environment and take notice of incoming roads, incoming mountains, mountain ranges, taller buildings, negative and environmental features. These lay the foundation for good or bad feng shui in your property. Next week we'll take a look at some methods for disassociating from negative influences. Until then... Tapping into Qi Although there is no such thing as a quick fix, the easiest ...



 I must thank all of you for the outpouring support for my last article on Eight Mansions Feng Shui. After the article came out, I had a number of readers ask me what the meaning of 'auspicious' and 'inauspicious' Qi really was and more importantly, how the could apply it correctly in their own homes and offices. Before I jump into this article, I just wanted to clarify that Ba Zhai or 8 Mansions Feng Shui is a multiple part system of Feng Shui. The various techniques contained within these systems are regarded as somewhat straightforward and hence simple to apply. What I am discussing with you; the Life Gua application method, is merely a fraction of this larger technique. It simply utilizes personal directions and locations based on a person's birth date. Picking up where we left off the last time, after you have determined your Life Gua, you need to TAP into the beneficial Qi. We will attempt to answer the question of HOW and with WHAT next. Students and readers familiar with my articles may already know what I am about to go into next - there are three crucial factors to look at when assessing Feng Shui. Whatever else you may consider, make sure these three items are at the top of your 'To Be Checked' list. The first is the Main Door. It would be ideal to have your main door facing one of your favorable directions - this is measured by standing inside your home, facing out. If your focus in life at this point is more towards wealth creation or in linewith improving your career, I recommend you use the Sheng Qi direction. If you are buying or renting a house, then look for one that has the main door facing this direction. Of course, if you are already living IN the house than what are your options? There are many ways you can still salvage the situation, one of the more popular ways is as follows: But let us assume that a West group - Gua 6 person is using the above method and certain restrictions prevent him from tiliting the door to another direction. What can he then do to rectify the situation? The method I am about to reveal to you was initially shared with me by a very famous Feng Shui Master. He let me know that in Hong Kong, apartment living was the rule rather than the exception (what with the limited land space and all). So many people who lived in apartments usually were not able to tilt the door as they wished. Here is how you can help the situation should you now want to apply the Eight Mansions' Life Gua Method. The screen now redirects the entrance Qi to West. And West for a Gua#6 person is his Sheng Qi direction. Consider your sleeping and working direction next. This is the second factor to be measured. If you want to improve your health, get in shape quickly or receive



 help from your colleagues at work; I recommend using the Tian Yi or Heavenly Doctor direction. A common misconception beginners make is to measure the facing of the feet as the sleeping direction. It is actually measured from the headboard; the direction you're your head points to when you are sleeping. Position your bed in such a way that it taps INTO your good directions. Of course when you are repositioning your bed, do take note of the basic principles of room arrangement. For example, even though you may be sleeping in your favorable direction, you should still avoid sleeping under an overhead beam or position your bed in such a manner that the room door opens up directly onto your bed. This is similarly applicable in the work place with your office desk. Make sure your work desk allows you to FACE the direction that benefits your position or goals. As an example, if your work involves dealing with people - sales, marketing or public relations activity, I suggest you use the Yan Nian (Longevity) direction. This direction helps promote relationships and foster good understanding and communication. Tapping into this direction helps you achieve these goals and will inadvertently support you in your career. Should your love life and relationships require some improvements, then the Yan Nian direction is your best bet in contrast to Sheng Qi or Tian Yi. My parting advice would be to choose your stars (directions), wisely. Even though the Sheng Qi direction may be 'good' or the best, it may not necessarily be what you need. You will need to exercise some discretion is deciding what is best suited to your situation in life and tailor this to your goals. Also, don't be too paranoid when applying this Life Gua methodology. I have had people go so far as to tailor their toilets to cater for a good direction when they are using the WC. A good acid test when assessing whether a living environment is required to face a good direction is to see how much time you will be spending there - a good rule of thumb is 30 minutes. If it is less than 30 minutes, don't spend needless resources in worrying about it. Our article for this month discusses directions - the next time around, we will focus on locations and how these two differ in the context of Feng Shui. Bedroom Ecstasy By Joey Yap There are two aspects of Feng Shui that we need to assess... I have often been asked for tips on improving the Feng Shui of my clients and students' bedrooms. As one of the key areas that is focused upon in a consultation and the very fact that we spend one-third of our lives in the bedroom, means the question is a very relevant one. So, what are the taboos for the bedroom? What should a person do or not do



 within the scope of their bedroom? There are two aspects of Feng Shui that we need to assess when analyzing the Feng Shui of a bedroom. The first being the typical formulae based assessment to determine the type of Qi affecting the room. The other aspect of bedroom Feng Shui is the room layout and placement of the door, bed and window. It would be too extensive to go into the numerous aspects of a bedroom, so I have taken the liberty of compiling some of the more frequently asked questions. They asked: Is water in the bedroom a bad thing? Answer: I would have to say, yes and no to this. I know it's a grave concern for many people and couples might very well end up at odds, arguing over this. But the fact of the matter still stands, if a room is not conducive for water, you are going to feel its negative influence. An example of this would be if the room has negative facing stars, where water is only going to bring about a more disastrous consequence. My usual advice is that if the water is still and it is not very large, it's usually nothing to worry about. Otherwise, every person who had a glass of water next to him for a midnight drink might awake to find his wealth gone. Also, if the water used is placed correctly, if the room is suited for it, then there is nothing to worry about. More commonly, I am asked if this water will result in a bad relationship. Only in exceptional cases, where the room has peach-blossom stars, can having water in your room lead to relationship troubles. Otherwise, you're on safe ground with that midnight drink you like to have. They asked: Are flowers in my room considered too much yang energy? My answer: Flowers are neither yang nor yin Qi and they do not create anymore Qi in your room than there already is. As long as you are not allergic to them, go right ahead and have them in your bedroom. They asked: Do ensuite bathrooms create yin Qi in my room? Does it suppress my good luck? My answer: I will need to take you way back to the days when toilets were really outhouses and sanitary systems involved some bucket of sorts. They were smelly, dirty and hygiene was not a primary concern of these ancient toilets. A cleaner had to come in the mornings or evenings to clean these foul smelling places and it was



 only natural that they were a breeding ground for diseases. Back in the 21st century, we now have designer toilets. They are, thankfully, beautiful, clean and do not pose a health hazard unless something get backed up along the way. What yin Qi do we have to deal with? Look at it this way. Your toilet occupies a miniscule area of your home in which you spend a grand total of 45-60 minutes a day. So, there is nothing to worry about and your ensuite toilet is not emitting any bad feng shui so long as you keep it clean and pleasant. And here are the key aspects you DO want to look out for: The most important thing in your bedroom is quite obviously the bed. As far as possible, locate your bed against a solid wall, align your headboard to your favorable direction and locate your bed in a sector where there are good mountain stars. Also, make sure your bed is not aligned in between two doors; that is do not have your bed in such a position that a door opens to your right and another to your left. Its also a good idea to position your bed in such a way that it is not directly aligned with the door or sitting under a beam. An often overlooked factor in a person's bedroom is the bedroom door. Even with a room in a good sector of your home, try and ensure that the door faces your favorable direction. In this way, you are geared to receive the positive Qi that this additional factor bestows. Finding The Nobleman By Joey Yap The Nobleman concept is a crucial aspect of Chinese... I was pleasantly surprised when I had a flurry of letters asking me about their 'secret helpers' after last month's article, Who is My Lucky Star?. If you missed it or have just joined us, you can find the article by clicking on the link below: http://www.masteryjournal.com/#LuckyStar Bearing in mind that many of readers are not professional BaZi practitioners, I realized that I had quite a task ahead of me. It took me some time to think about it but I finally decided that the Nobleman Formula would be the simplest and easiest application of BaZi (Four Pillars of Destiny) that I could offer my readers. Do keep in mind that this is generic explanation of it's application, the limited space and time we have in this article does not allow me to explain it in more



 detail. I would recommend you consult a professional BaZi practitioner for a more detailed reading on identifying helpful people in your BaZi chart. The Nobleman concept is a crucial aspect of Chinese Astrology. Nearly all the BaZi consultations I undertake will involve this question about the 'noble' people in their lives. There exist several ways to determine this. One of the more common methods is to identify the 'Noble Man Star', referred to in Chinese as 'Gui Ren Xing'. First, identify your 'Day Master'. Simple enough when using the BaZi Calculator available on Joeyyap.com. Click on the link below to access it: http://www.joeyyap.com/astrology/bazicalculator/index.asp Based on your DAY of birth, the following table helps you to identify the Noble Man star. Day Master Yang Wood Yang Earth



Noble Man Star Ox and Goat



Yang Metal Yin Wood



Rat and Monkey



Yin Earth Yang Fire Yin Fire Yang Water Yin Water Yin Metal



Pig and Rooster Rabbit and Snake Horse and Tiger



Once you've plotted your BaZi Chart out, find out your 'Day Master', this is the Heavenly Stem of your Day of Birth. If your Day Master happens to be Jia (Yang Wood), then your Noble Man star is Ox and Goat. If these stars are in your destiny chart, then, it's easy to ascertain that you have 'noble' people in your life. This Noble Man star denotes helpful people; your 'secret helpers' so to speak. Just when you need it most, these are the people who will come to offer their assistance. Often they may only make an appearance during a crisis or when you get yourself into hot soup. Or in some cases, if the Noble Man star is strong and 'useful' in your chart, these special people can contribute somewhat towards ensuring nobility, fame and prosperity in your life.



 Say Something Nice By Joey Yap She was concerned by the 'tai kam che' having missed out... It is a Chinese tradition that one should greet another person with auspicious sayings during any festival or family occasion. This is more so true during weddings and the Chinese New Year. This of course begs the question of how auspicious are all the 'auspicious sayings'? Does it really have any effect on the outcome of the newly married couple or the year ahead? This article was actually inspired by an incident last year in which a lady called me up to do a BaZi analysis for her and the fiancé. I also did the date selection for the date of wedding for this couple. After they had tied the knot in a well celebrated ceremony, I thought I would not be hearing from the newlyweds so soon. But less than a week had passed when the young lady called me again. This time to complain that the 'tai kam che' had not wished them with the greeting that they will live together happily ever after in nuptial bliss. A 'tai kam che' is like the master of ceremonies at a traditional Chinese wedding. It is her duty to guide the couple through the ceremony and also to say the 'auspicious sayings and greetings' before and during the ceremony. She was concerned by the 'tai kam che' having missed out this particular saying and wondered whether this would plague them with Bad Feng Shui. Having just gotten married, her marriage and partner were naturally foremost in her worries. 'Did your husband greet you with a good morning today?', I asked. "Err... not that I can remember", she replied a little puzzled. "Was today a particularly bad day for you because of this?" I inquired further. "Of course not lah", she replied in perfect Malaysian English (the 'lah' being a Malaysian colloquial invention added to the end of many sentences). There's your answer right there. Traditional auspicious sayings and greetings during festive seasons or ceremonies such as weddings are nothing more than 'feel good positive affirmations'. There's nothing 'feng shui' about them. If the MC forgets to wish you something during your wedding, there's no reason to be unduly worried. It's similar to wishing each other Merry Christmas. It doesn't mean you're going



 to have a terrible Christmas just because your office colleague or friend forgot to wish you this year. Likewise, during Chinese New Year, it's only natural to see everyone wishing each other 'Gong Xi Fa Cai', meaning 'Wish You Get Rich'. If this wish had even the slightest power behind it, I am sure everyone in Malaysia celebrating Chinese New Year would have had millions of dollars stashed away by now. As times changed, people grew with it and it became fashionable to write these auspicious sayings in Chinese Calligraphy and hang them around the house. Like the word 'Fu' for example. Of course it took an odd turn when people actually started believing that they could now grow their wealth by hanging up this character on their wall. Very soon the Double Happiness character fell prey to this cause as well; initially supposed to mean matrimonial happiness, it now became a 'magical character' that could induce romance and happiness. Simply by hanging it on the wall. And they call this Feng Shui. I like to call this wishful thinking. Which is not always bad if it is backed up by actions. But sitting around, staring at the character 'Fu' on your wall, waiting for the numbers on the screen (or the newspapers) to tell you that you're now an instant millionaire is not really going to get you anywhere. Often, people get so caught up in all this that the slightest superstitious information sets them off on another wild goose chase. Practice common sense in all your Feng Shui efforts. It should make some sense at least when you are told something is taboo'. There is no harm in greeting everyone with an auspicious greeting, after all, nothing like setting your colleagues off on a positive start to their day. You might even want to hang the auspicious calligraphy in your home as part of the interior design or if it inspires you. But there is nothing Feng Shui about these sayings or the calligraphy other than the psychological uplift they might give you as you go through your day. ho is my Lucky Star? By Joey Yap Chinese myths and legends may have something to... "Are Dragons really luckier than the other animal signs?", a concerned parent asked me the other day. She explained that her son born in the year 2000 was 'unfortunately' a January born and missed coming under the Dragon Chinese zodiac. "He's a Rabbit", she said. I immediately had visions of a small furry creature with very prominent front teeth. She was worried and asked me what she should do.



 As parents, there is a natural tendency to ensure that our children are either born with or given the best possible advantages in life. So, I am not surprised when I hear of parents wanting their child to be born in the Dragon Year. Chinese myths and legends may have something to do with this as Dragons are always described as being symbols of power and benevolence. In ancient China, the Dragon was a symbol of the emperor and used only by those in very high positions in the Imperial Court. Although the times may have changed, it seems culture has not and popular hearsay always places those born in the year of the Dragon as being 'luckier' than others. To solve this riddle, we need to understand Chinese Astrology a little bit more. I will be using a BaZi Chart for this purpose and assuming that you are familiar with at least the basic structure of the chart. I have provided a sample chart below that may prove useful. The Animal branch (which is where you get the yearly animal signs) is but one of the Eight Characters in a person's Natal Chart. In BaZi, a person's Natal chart is made up of 'Eight Characters' as follows: Hour



Day



Month



Year *



* Your animal sign is here As you can see, a person's Natal chart is made up of Year, Month, Day and Hour. Each of the columns is known as a 'Pillar'. Hence why BaZi is often called the Four Pillars of Destiny. Each Pillar is made up two characters, a top character known as the Heavenly Stem' and the bottom one referred to as the 'Earthly Branch.' It is these earthly branches that are known as 'Animal Signs', so to speak. If we look at it from a mathematical perspective, the animal sign makes up less than 12.5% of a person's destiny chart. And yet, so much importance is placed on this one factor. In actual fact, the animal signs are really a layman's term for the Earthly Branches in a person's destiny chart. In the olden days, when not everyone had the benefit of a formal education, such symbolic references were the only way to explain complicated astrological terms to the simple masses; made up mostly of farmers and laborers. I reassured this lady that it was not necessarily negative in any way if her son was born in the year of the Rabbit. A person's characteristics, attitudes and outlook in life are not based solely on the animal signs of their year of birth. Just because you are born in the year of the Dragon, it does not guarantee any success. These personality attributes you see tied in to your animal sign are a more recent invention, more for "entertainment purposes" rather than to provide any accurate astrological information. Authentic Chinese astrology is not read based on these



 'animal signs.' People born in the year of the Dog are not more 'loyal' than those born in the year of the Goat or Snake, likewise, people born in the year of Rabbit do not regard carrots as their favorite food ¨C I often joke to my students. Animal signs are only references of the 12 Earthly Branches, nothing more. "How about compatibility then?" the boy's parent asked. "A friend told me that my Rabbit son would get along well with a Pig and a Goat". A good question, which often comes up in compatibility analysis. For the benefit of my readers, I will explain what this 'combination' theory is all about. This lady was referring to the '3 Combinations' of the Earthly Branches in BaZi terminology. To make it simpler, I've made it into a simple chart below: Water Frame



Monkey



Rat



Dragon



Wood Frame



Pig



Rabbit



Goat



Fire Frame



Tiger



Horse



Dog



Metal Frame



Snake



Rooster



Ox



The three combinations are ELEMENTAL relationships between one branch and another. They are used in BaZi (Four Pillars of Destiny) Analysis to determine how the branches react with each other (be it the Year, Month, Day, Hour) or whom a branch reacts to based on the Luck Cycle and Year cycles. Many people who are unaware of this concept immediately assume that this is the 'secret helpful people' that each animal sign supposedly has. This is not true. When analyzing a person's BaZi chart, the 'helpful people' are not calculated based on the animal sign alone. It is crucial that references are also made to the Day of birth; the year sign or branch is but one of the related factors we need to look at. In any compatibility analysis, the WHOLE destiny chart of each person needs to be read and compared with particular emphasis being placed on the Day stem. Any comparison made using solely animal signs will be guess work, at best. By the same token, there is nothing wrong with having friends who may be of the 'opposite signs'. Some people misconstrue the fact that certain Earthly Branch clashes; the rabbit and rooster for example, will have a negative effect on them. And they stay away from friends born in that particular year when in reality, these people are not considered as being 'incompatible'.



 Earthly Branch 6 Clashes Table Rat - Horse Ox - Goat Tiger - Monkey Rabbit - Rooster Dragon - Dog Snake - Pig I hope this article will serve to clarify this issue and spare prospective parents needless worrying about what year their children are born in. Just as every person is unique, so is their year, day, month and hour of birth. Because I now told this lady that the 3 Combinations are not the real 'secret assistants' or 'lucky people' for her son, I was now faced with the question of HOW this is now determined. A topic I will be discussing in my next upcoming issue. Stay tuned¡.. It's A Cubicle Thing By Joey Yap Feng Shui is a study of Qi and how its flow affects... Just before I left for Canada, I had a call from a very nice young gentleman who seemed almost hesitant to ask me what was on his mind. Only after much persuading did he tell me that he had read an article about me in a local daily and was contemplating calling me but was afraid that his question was 'too silly' to be asked. Of course, this was nothing to be embarrassed about. There is so much information out there these days; one cannot be blamed for getting confused between what's Feng Shui and what's not. He was concerned over the Feng Shui of his cubicle at work. He couldn't change any of his office's Feng Shui, however he was interested in maximizing the Feng Shui of his cubicle. At his office, he already had a tortoise figurine behind him as according to him, he felt he lacked support at work. He was sure that the tortoise would help since he had no choice but to sit with his back to the window. As with most offices, he is not able to shift around or make many changes to his work area. He was considering using a mirror stuck to his computer to 'reflect' the so-called sha-qi that he felt was coming from behind him. One of my philosophy's I have always believed in, is to 'never let what you cannot do, interfere with what you CAN do.' It's also a popular fallacy that sitting with a glass window behind one's back indicates a less than ideal sitting position. Feng Shui is a study of Qi and how its flow affects the residents. If the Qi in your environment is good, you will definitely want it to come in from any way it can, including the window.



 The only exception to this rule would be when there is a sharp edge from the outside angled at your window behind you, a straight road coming straight at the window, having stagnant or dirty water just outside the window or nearby and if there are other negative Feng Shui structures in the vicinity of the window. "But I was under the impression that the glass at back will leave my back exposed and bad energies will affect me?" My point exactly. IF there are negative energies (sha-qi), yes they may affect you but if there are none and you instead have positive energies, why would you not want these to come in (from the window) and influence the Qi in your cubicle? Mirrors are not considered a primary Feng Shui cure. The positioning of mirrors, depending on its elemental Qi relationship with the sector, might at times cause more harm than good. In fact, if there was negative Qi coming from the glass window, the mirror will have nothing more than a negligible effect on it. A better, and often more effective idea is to simply keep the blinds of that window closed. Also, here's a quick tip that many people often overlook. Are you facing your favorable directions? Favorable directions help heighten your work performance. If you're already tapping into one of your good directions, then the glass behind your back should be no great cause for concern. Apply this quick system of points to gain some perspective on this. If you are facing your best direction (Sheng Qi), let's now say that you have 90 points. Let's say having a window behind you now detracts (at most) 20 points, you're still ahead by a luxurious 70 points! Not bad at all. At times fear can do more harm than anything else. It often places a mental restriction on a person and causes them to perform a lot less than they really could have. In 8 out of 10 cases that I have seen, it's the psychological hurdles that are holding back many people. Not their Feng Shui. Here are a few guidelines that I think you will find useful when applying Cubicle Office Feng Shui. If you are familiar with Xuan Kong (Flying Star) Feng Shui, and you have a choice, find a location in your office that supports your work. This need not necessarily mean hogging the area where the facing or sitting star #8 is located (although that is a good idea), you can just as well tap into the energies of the 41 combination if you are in marketing to keep you in peak performance. You can also tap combinations like #1-#6 for professions related to managing, engineering and administration. Each combination in Xuan Kong can serve a particular job function. Selecting a suitable, favorable facing direction while working is yet another important and effective method for cubicle Feng Shui. If you're a little uncertain about this, use the Eight Mansions Calculator link below to have the software automatically calculate this for you.



 http://www.joeyyap.com/member/login.asp?Surl=/fengshui/8Mansions/index.asp Take note of the annual and monthly influences of Qi and take the necessary precautions (or capitalize upon opportunities where possible). By far, this is the best advice I can give you - know what's coming and be prepared for it. Much of Feng Shui does not always depend on a physical object or item as 'cure' but rather the people's personal action and deeds. For example, assume the #3 star flies into your cubicle for the month. You then already know that arguments, misunderstandings and disagreements are bound to crop up. So what's a person to do? Moving out is an option, or you can always try some quick re-decorating using the color red to weaken the #3 star, but if neither of this is an option, then simply practice self control. Take note of your actions and attitudes and even if the Qi makes you a little cranky this month, a little restraint will go a long way towards ensuring harmony between your colleagues. Personal action is effective and practical when it comes to Feng Shui 'cures'. Naturally, there is no substitute for hard, smart work and a positive attitude. Combine all this with good Feng Shui and you'll soon see a meteoric rise to the top. Apartment No. 14 By Joey Yap The Chinese have long held fervent beliefs... The Chinese have long held fervent beliefs about the phonetic meanings of certain numbers when said in Cantonese or in Mandarin, or in any of the other Chinese dialects. My story begins with just such a situation. For privacy reasons, I will leave out the name of this caller whose question really started me on this article. She was obviously a little disgruntled when she called my office and said, “I am in a number 14”. “Number 14…err…what?”, I asked, quite perplexed by this caller’s initial greeting. “I’m not clear on what you mean by 14, ma’am”. She enlightened me as to how she was facing a steady stream of bad luck since her apartment unit was number 14. In Cantonese, this supposedly sounds like ‘sure die’ – which I am inclined to agree with on some level. If you have a friend who speaks Cantonese, they may be able to give you a hand with this one. I told her that this was not the case and in Chinese, 14 is basically 13 plus one (mathematically speaking that is), it doesn’t relate to ‘sure die’ at all. “I know lah, but it sounds like it right?”, she retorted.



 “That’s what I’m saying”, I pressed my point home, “just because it sounds like it, it doesn’t mean that the number of your unit will bring about such an effect. It’s all house-wives superstitions”. If you’re wondering why this is merely a superstition, it’s simple really. A number that means one thing in one Chinese dialect may very well mean, or sound like, something else in another. So which dialect is a person supposed to believe? Number 14 sounds differently in different languages too. So does this mean only Chinese Cantonese speakers will be harmed and not the others who are oblivious to this sound-like meaning? In most Asian countries, it’s not uncommon to hear people buying houses based on the house number or ensuring that their car number plates have numbers like 1-6-8 or 888. While these may ‘sound’ prosperous or nice, they really do not carry any real Feng Shui effects. Feng Shui is about the ‘environmental’ influence of Qi and how it affects the residents. Often, this involves the environment, the building, the residents and time. Feng Shui is not about the ‘sound’ of some numbers. The number “14” has no real Feng Shui significance or taboo. It sometimes causes discomfort because of people’s superstitious belief. If for any reason it does cause you some anxiety, then you should avoid this number, if only for the sake of ‘mental peace’. Numbers in Feng Shui calculations are used to represent attributes of Qi – not because they symbolize or sound like something auspicious. Numbers are a quick reference to Gua elements and attributes. I explained to Ms. Numerical that the real reason for her troubles were more likely related to the external and internal arrangements within her apartment. As a guideline, here’s a quick checklist for you to run through on your own: •



• • • •



Check to see if your door is obstructed; Qi should be flowing freely into your main door’s unit. As general guide, it is not advisable to have your main door facing a straight corridor or facing a sharp cutting edge- in these scenarios the Qi may be too fierce to strong and may have a detrimental effect on the occupants. Is your apartment’s door facing your favorable directions? Are you tapping into your favorable direction? If it is obstructed, narrow and dark, then it is unlikely to invite auspicious QI. It is advisable to rectify this where possible. Choose a good room location/sector suitable to your Gua. Sleep in a good direction based on your Gua.



The number of your apartment unit bears no significance on the Feng Shui of your unit itself. However, which floor you are located in and which unit you intend to purchase within that floor may require that you seek the advice of a Professional Feng Shui Consultant prior to choosing your new home. Should you have already moved and only just discovered some drawbacks to the unit, it’s pointless to continue worrying about this unless you are planning to



 move. All is not lost however, do try and apply whatever Feng Shui recommendations you can within your apartment. Qi is directional and locational. You need to ascertain the positive and negative locations of Qi within your own apartment unit and tap into them. If you do not know how to do this, the easiest way out is to apply the Annual influences of Qi and activate it accordingly. For example, the annual star #8 (good energies) which is said to influence wealth is in the West this year. And in 2004, it will be in the Northeast sector. Activate these areas with ‘active’ objects like a TV, Aquarium or something that constantly has activity moves. If you have rooms in these beneficial areas, use them more frequently. In my line of work, I meet many interior designers, each has his /her own flair and style and I have found out (the hard way), that each design is personal. Critiquing a design is not far remote from insulting the designer him/herself. A friend of mine who's an interior designer walked dejectedly into my office one afternoon, plopped himself down on my couch and with a huge sigh remarked, “I need some help with Feng Shui Joey. I have such a difficult client who seems to know a thing or two about Feng Shui and they have me running back to the drawing board each time they stumble across something new. I’m afraid to even propose a new design just in case it goes against their Feng Shui principles”. I always try my best to help out my friends where I can and since this did concern Feng Shui, I figured I might as well give it a shot. I had a look at the redesigns he had been forced to undertake and while he looked at me a little worriedly, I began to get a clearer picture of where the problem really lay in this whole situation. A little information can be a dangerous thing and this client of his had taken some of this information a bit too literally and a bit too far. Even the mirror in the dining room had been an issue, my friend explained. This client had insisted that the mirror should reflect the food on the table. Not an unusual design request and so the designer complied. But then he was informed that it should now be HUGE, so that it would not cut off the heads or feet of those sitting at the dining table. And to top it off, the mirror had to have a bronze frame inscribed with the Chinese character “m’an” (meaning ‘abundance’). After somehow incorporating all these requests, this unfortunate interior designer was suddenly told to ensure the mirror didn’t reflect the toilet or the road. This request was logistically impossible since the house itself was relatively large and the mirror had to be custom built to accommodate the large dining wall. There was no way that it would now be able to reflect the food but not anything else. When he investigated these odd requests, he was surprised that the real reason for the mirror was the clients wish that the food be ‘doubled’ when reflected in the mirror. The inscription “m’an” – to symbolize that they will always have lots of



 food and never go hungry. Here’s my take on this whole misguided affair. The only way anyone is going to be able to double their food available is to cook MORE. The reflection in the mirror is merely an illusion; when you finish your food in the real world, you’ll find that it’s not there in the ‘mirrored’ world either. It is just an old house-wives superstition to believe mirrors can ‘double their food’ in the dinning room. The inscription on the frames is not going to be of much use either – they’re merely Chinese characters meaning ‘abundance’. It might not be meaningful to those who can’t read Chinese! I asked my friend and he confirmed that his clients were not Chinese educated. It’s just a character, nothing more than that. It doesn’t have any magical powers to mysteriously create a lot of ‘abundance’ just because it meant “abundance”. Having this character around on the design is like writing the word ‘abundance’ all over the frames. If they can’t read Chinese, might be a good idea to put it in English right? Either way, it’s not going to have any Feng Shui significance. Although a Chinese theme can often be a beautiful setting for your home’s décor, it really has very little to do with the real Feng Shui which is not primarily concerned with interior decorations. Feng Shui has more to do with the placement and alignment of key features within your home that allow you to manipulate Qi to your own benefit. Key features like pPathway, walkway, halls, rooms and working areas. “I suppose now you’ll tell me the dining room table doesn’t make much of a difference either”, a pained expression on his face. “I had to re-design the table that was initially a round glass table. They went on about how the ‘Fire’ element in the South sector (where their dining room was), cannot have a round table or it would ‘counter’ the element of their dinning table, because Fire counters Metal (metal element is round in shape)”. “If this were true, would we all need to have round beds (metal element) in our bedrooms if they were in the Northeast or Southwest (since the Earth element of NE or SW would then produce our bed’s element ‘metal’)?” I asked him jokingly. It’s all been taken to extremes I told him. “We can’t be sleeping in ‘wavy shaped’ beds that symbolize Water if we need the ‘water element’ now can we?” Why then are we applying such an overly simplified concept to the dining room table? I explained to him that his clients had perhaps gone overboard and literally made a religion of Feng Shui instead of approaching it from a scientific perspective. This sort of thinking is superstitious and should be discouraged. My friend also asked me about the tradition of cooking lots of food, overflowing in fact, to symbolize ‘abundance’. I rationalized that this was nothing more than a waste of good food. Unless you are having a party, it makes no sense to cook more food than you can eat. You



 will just end up throwing it down the drain. “No Feng Shui connotation linked to this habit then?”, he inquired. “None whatsoever”, I told him. “Well, what then do we need to focus on for the Feng Shui of a dining room?”. The dining room is not regarded as one of the 6 important factors of internal Feng Shui in the ancient classics, in order of importance, it is ranked below the Main Door, Kitchen, Master Bedroom and Living Room. This is because normally residents do not spend considerable amount of time in the dinning room to benefit or be harmed by the Qi in that area. As a general rule, the Dining Room should be located in a spacious and unobstructed area of the home. There is no need for elaborate, expensive mirrors and paintings as long as the Dining Room is located where good Qi gathers. Your home’s Fu Wei or Yan Nian sectors are suitable areas for a Dining Room location. Fu Wei and Yan Nian’s Qi are often calming and would be ideal for family gatherings and meals. Or if you are a practitioner of Flying Star Feng Shui, have your dining room where the star combinations 4-1, 4-9, 8-6 or 6-8 are located. To learn about your positive and negative directions based on 8 Mansion Feng Shui (Pa Chai), please click on the link below for an automated software: http://www.joeyyap.com/member/login.asp?Surl=/fengshui/8Mansions/index.asp You can also plot the Flying Star chart of your home by using the Flying Star software on my site: http://www.joeyyap.com/member/login.asp?Surl=/fengshui/flyingstar/index.asp I hope this article will go some way towards reducing the punishment and cruelty (in the words of my designer friend) that so many designers are being subjected to these days. It is useful to remind ourselves that Feng Shui is not a religion nor is it a superstitious cultural practice. We need not indulge ourselves to make every area of our home or office ‘oriental’ or ‘auspicious’ looking. The key factor here should be ‘comfort’. Residents should feel comfortable with their design and not be ruled and pressured by them. Under Water Taboo By Joey Yap Feng Shui is neither magical nor mysterious... Feng Shui is neither magical nor mysterious. Feng Shui works as a natural consequence of consistently applying basic 'fundamentals'. These fundamentals refer to the principle of balance, equilibrium (yin/yang), Qi, Trigrams and theories



 of the Five Elements. These are also the fundamentals of the I-Ching (Yi-Jing). And true enough, there are no new fundamentals. I often get a little suspicious of students who say, "I've found a new fundamental." It's like someone telling you he or she has found a new way to manufacture real historical artifacts. Feng Shui is about application and is often nothing more than a few simple applications of fundamental principles. Practiced correctly and applied in your home, it can often lead to success. Any failure in Feng Shui is often attributable to certain judgmental errors, caused by misguidance or the wrong interpretation of the fundamentals. This was the case with one of our Mastery Journal readers when he asked me just the other day whether he should be getting rid of his aquarium. His unique house had the dining room above the living room (due to a split level) and he had his aquarium in the dining room. He had heard somewhere that it was a Feng Shui no-no to have water situated above you - he couldn't reason out why this was so. But he was obviously worried since this 'advice' seemed to specify that this denotes 'danger' if one should have water located above you. He went on a long explanation of his basic studies in Feng Shui and how he had heard it mentioned that having water above you is bad since in the I-Ching (or Yi Jing, Book of Changes), having water on top is a sign of suffocation and danger. He was convinced that all fundamental Feng Shui stemmed from the theories of the I-Ching, so this must be an evident taboo in Feng Shui. I reassured him and let him know that it was perfectly fine to have water in the dining room even if it was above you, as long as the area was suitable for water. The purpose of water in Feng Shui is to help collect and gather auspicious Qi. If a particular area in a property is identified as an area where the Qi is beneficial, water would be well suited in that sector of the house. As one of my Hong Kong teachers always like to say - don't take things literally. Reading just one sentence from the I-Ching and coming to a conclusion is like staring at the Mona Lisa's hands and deciding that it is not a masterpiece. You need to see the whole picture. Water above does not necessarily denote disaster or danger. Plucking a single sentence from the whole volume of the I-Ching and trying to plug it into Feng Shui is irresponsible and can be dangerous at times. One needs to carefully refer to the particular situation in the I-Ching where water above may have been described as being bad. Here's why common sense debunks this little 'Feng Shui Taboo: · If this so called Feng Shui taboo is true, a great majority of the houses in the world would be stricken with very serious problems. In fact, if this myth is to be



 believed, we should all be dead by now! Why? Because most houses have a tendency to have their water tanks placed on the top of their house. Usually this is located on some small section of the ceiling, just beneath the roof or at times, in the attic. This is necessary for the operation of the tanks as the gravity ensures a reasonable water pressure. Very few sensible architects would design houses with the Water Tanks UNDER ground. · If you really do decide to adhere to this taboo.what option do you have left besides removing the tank from your roof? Besides the heavy cost, you're also going to have problems when it comes to the water pressure in the house's taps. · And let's not even get into what we're going to do about all the Jacuzzis and bathtubs located in the upstairs bathrooms. How about sinks? Are we expected to remove those as well? I can't imagine it now...running to the downstairs bathroom in the middle of the night since the one upstairs is not functional. It's not hard to find people of various walks of life living in homes where the water tank is located on the roof. So, tell me, are they all doing terribly for themselves? How then can we logically conclude that 'Having Water Above' is a Feng Shui taboo? Quoting 'raw' theory out of the I-Ching and passing it off as Feng Shui is misguided. The whole context of it must be read and understood before arriving at any theory. Bear in mind that most I-Ching books today are written in the context of divination and not in the perspective of Feng Shui. Many principles need some adjustments before using them as Feng Shui principles. Again, one should look for the fundamentals and not go about irresponsibly creating 'new' fundamentals. Flower Horn Myth By Joey Yap Of late, I have been getting a number of questions- via phone, email and an interview about....of all things - the Flower Horn Fish. Of late, I have been getting a number of questions- via phone, email and an interview about.of all things - the Flower Horn Fish. And all of them seem to have only one thing on their mind - is this the ULTIMATE 'Feng Shui fish'? This posed an interesting topic that I wanted to share with you this month. Flower Horn Fish or 'Hua Luo Han' as it is more popularly known in the market has taken the aquatic world (particularly in the Southeast Asean region) by a



 storm within the last couple of years. It is rumored to be a very powerful Feng Shui Fish. According to a breeder friend, the Flower Horn Fish is basically a crossbreed fish from the Cichlid family. It is genetically crossbred and admired for its unique colors, texture, physique (lump in forehead) and behavior. I was recently asked by a journalist to comment on the Feng Shui attributes of the Flower Horn. One of her questions was 'Do I consider this Flower Horn Fish the Feng Shui fish for Period 8?' I don't know how or where this got started but nearly every aquarium and pet store is now on the bandwagon - the Feng Shui Fish for your Feng Shui-ed home. Even some usually practical Feng Shui students have begun to draw their own conclusions and new theories as to WHY this is a Feng Shui Fish. The journalist was disappointed when I mentioned to her that there is NO such thing as a Feng Shui fish. If it swims like a fish, has fins like a fish and can breathe in water like a fish - it's really just a fish. Interestingly, one of my students went on to hypothesize that this was a Period 8 fish because Period is represented by the Gua (trigram) Gen. Gen is a reference to 'Mountain' in the I-Ching (Yi Jing) and the Flower Horn Fish supposedly has a lump on its head that looks like a mountain! He rationalized that the protruding forehead of the Flower Horn represents the auspices of the Period 8. (For those who are new to Feng Shui, Period 8 refers to the new Qi governing the years 2004 - 2023. We are presently at the end of Period 7, which runs from1984-2003). I was afraid to be asked what I was supposed to make of cows, goats and other farm animals that also have suspicious looking 'mountains' on their heads! He went on to say that in Period 7 - the Arrowana Fish was the Feng Shui fish for the period as it looked like a 'Shining Blade' and that Period 7 was governed by the Dui Gua - which is of the element Metal. His creativity was mind blowing. But it also goes to show that a little knowledge combined with some creative reverse engineering can be a dangerous thing. "You seem to have cleverly derived this information from the Flying Star Feng Shui Gua attributes", I responded. He happily took credit for it, "Yeah, I sort of figured it out one day when I was studying the Flying Star numbers - they seem to relate to the trigrams (gua) a lot. So, I figured the elements and symbols of the trigram played an important role and it suddenly dawned on me that this is why these fishes (Arrowana and Flower Horn) are so popular". I probed a bit more, "Which ancient Feng Shui classics did you derive this theory



 from?" He was quiet for a while and then he said he didn't know there were any old classics relating to Flying Star Feng Shui. So, then I asked him, "You say the Arrowana is the mascot fish of Period 7, so obviously it's not going to be much help in Period 8. Will you be flushing the poor thing down the drain now that it has supposedly outlived its usefulness?". (Arrowana's are also very expensive fish and can fetch princely sums). As he began to doubt his own theories, I decided to set him straight on the issue. The Flower Horn fish has a protruding lump on its forehead. The fish comes in many colors with special 'dots' that resemble flowers on its body. These flowers can sometime appear to look like Chinese or Arabic characters. Besides its striking looks some breeders began attaching symbolic meanings to the attributes of the fish. Equating the lump on the fishes head to abundant wealth and the 'mysterious numbers' that seem to appear on its body, for example, might just push the price a little higher. This is perfectly fine - in fact I am agreeable to the SYMBOLIC meaning of this. There are many interestingly beautiful aspects in Flower Horns. And the fish is definitely an attractive feature in the aquarium but I must point out that any reference it may have to good fortune is only SYMBOLIC and has no real Feng Shui significance. Feng Shui, as we know, is not just about symbols. It is about real Qi from the environment. Unfortunately, a Flower Horn fish is not going to be emanating any Qi from its body. It's just a fish. How can a fish, grown by aquatic breeders, bring you good Feng Shui luck? Unless you're an active competitor in Fish contests and win because of your beautiful Flower Horn fish, I cannot see any way it's going to be bringing you abundant wealth. I'm sure the aquarium/pet store owners will definitely applaud this creative idea of Feng Shui but I feel this is a personal opinion and not a serious Feng Shui principle at work. Just because a fish has a lump on its head - I wouldn't consider that a mountain - it does not indicate that the fish will bring you good luck or that it represents the fish of Period 8. Whatever symbols you may be able to see on the fishes body are merely its own marking and do not indicate any special powers, especially in Classical Feng Shui. "But the rich guys SWEAR by it", my student insisted. "If they're already rich, they can afford to spend the $10,000 on the fish without feeling the pinch. Rather than adding to their wealth, it may more likely massage their egos", I explained to this student. Keep in mind that it is the "location" of the aquarium that helps promote Qi in the house. It is not the number or types of



 fishes in that aquarium. Many claim that water 'brings' wealth. This is also not entirely correct. Water helps collect and activate the Qi in that particular area of the house. The good Qi (good energies) helps you perform better and more readily take advantage of opportunities that present themselves from time to time. Hence the popular notion that fishes 'bring money luck'. The fishes are there to keep the water active and moving. On their own, they're not making you any money nor are they serving as a 'Feng Shui' enhancer of sorts. I am all in favor of collecting and raring Flower Horns and Arrowanas. In fact I think collecting and raring fishes is a fine hobby indeed. These are attractive fishes that fetch high prices and people are naturally inclined to keep them. What I think should be made clear is that fishes should not be treated as a Feng Shui cure or enhancer. It is merely a superstition to treat fishes as 'money magnets' in Feng Shui. If your aquarium is placed in the correct area of your home, then any fish will suffice. Placement of aquariums in a home should be carefully planned. Proper water locations in the house are what help activate, deactivate or trigger the Qi in your home. Are You A Goat? By Joey Yap In Spice Girls fashion all of asked me in unison... Once a month, I make it a point to catch up with some close friends who I don’t often get to meet due to my hectic travel and teaching schedule. We usually have dim-sum or meet to ‘yum-cha’(which is the Chinese version of sitting at a café and chatting away). On this occasion, my friend brought along three of his lady friends. I had never met them before but they had heard that I was into Chinese Astrology and they were hoping I would be able to peer into their future for them. Anyone who’s an Astrologer or does it for a living will have experienced this at some point or other. An acquaintance or friend will come along and expect some tips on their life over tea or dinner. And if you’re not as willing to vouch information or give them a generous dose of ‘you’ll-be-the-next-Bill-Gates’, you are labeled selfish and money-minded. It’s not that I don’t want to give them some advice or tips on how to improve their lives but it could very well end up to be the most expensive tip they ever receive. By this, I mean that looking at one small aspect of their lives without considering the ‘big picture’ and then acting upon it could very well lead to a lot of disappointment. This is why you see many Astrologers refrain from handing out free tips on a person’s life. Anyway, Girl A looks at me and proudly proclaims that she’s a Dragon. Girl B



 says, I’m born in the year of the Snake and Girl C says she’s a Horse. In Spice Girls fashion all of asked me in unison to, “Tell me about me!”. And then they all looked at me expectantly (I could swear they didn’t even blink while waiting for an answer), almost expecting me to give them each a reading on how they would marry good, rich husbands and spend the rest of their lives lounging at some country club. I slowly explain to them that without a clear date and time of birth, any predictions I made might as well be a joke. “Errrr….so, you’re not much of an Astrologer are you?”, Girl C enquired teasingly. Girl A decided to read her own horoscope, “I mean, if the books can do it, why can’t you? I’m a Dragon you know. This year is bound to be good for me!”. She was beaming and it was with a heavy heart (well…almost heavy) that I decided to tell them the truth. So, I asked them, “How many people were born in the same year as you? One million? Two million? Ten million?”. “Is it possible all of them will behave the same way as you? Even your classmates, born in the same year as you could not have all been similar to each other”. They nodded with a puzzled look on their face. It’s not uncommon for people to look up their animal signs and read all about the nice traits that they are supposedly endowed with, having been born under that particular animal sign. For example, one site I visited said that people born in the year of the Dog ‘act from a deep sense of loyalty and honesty, and inspire confidence because they can keep secrets’. I am inclined to disagree with this general notion. All people can have a sense of loyalty and honesty, not only those born in the year of the Dog. What if someone is now born in the year of the Pig? Do we expect them to be well rounded, greedy and oink once in a while? The problem today is that people see Chinese Astrology as just another section right next to the Sunday Comics. The information there is based on nothing more than these so-called personality traits that authors make up on their own. Chinese Animal personality traits describing the dog as loyal and the rat as a hoarder are not serious Chinese Astrology. These things are written based on the perception of what the REAL animal may behave like ‘if they were in human form’. Naturally, people can’t be expected to behave like this! Have you seen a person oink or breathe fire (well maybe some Dragon-ladies but that’s another story).



 Walk into any bookstore these days and you’ll see rows upon rows of books on Chinese Animal Astrology. 98% of them written solely on the personality traits of the twelve zodiac animal signs. I am hoping that this article will give you an insight into what Chinese Astrology really is all about and spark an interest within yourselves to find our more. In the olden days, not many people had the benefit of a formal education. The animal signs we keep referring to, are used as a metaphor in helping people remember the 12 Earthly Branches (Shi Er Di Zhi) used in Chinese Astrology and Feng Shui. These 12 Characters, Zi, Chou, Yin, Mao, Chen, Si, Wu, Wei, Shen, You, Xu and Hai, carry with them many intricate meanings of Qi where the aspects of time and elements are concerned. In Chinese Metaphysical studies, they consistently used and references in analysis and calculations. As it was difficult for ordinary folk to remember them, the scholars of old assigned each character an animal symbology that gave it a visual representation. So, when an ancient astrologer said “The Ox will encounter bad luck’, they meant that those born with the Chou Earth Branch in their Birth Chart would encounter difficulties because the Qi of the year is not beneficial to them. Over time, this Animal symbology took a life of its own. People began to attach animalistic traits to those born under a certain animal sign. Very soon, Astrology became inapplicable as the true knowledge of it became muddled in the irrelevant information found in the Sunday newspapers. I speak very passionately about Chinese Astrology because it is a part of my life’s work. It is a sophisticated study. There are two forms of Chinese Astrology that is widely used today. One being “BaZi” (Eight Characters or Four Pillars of Destiny) and the other “Zi Wei Dou Shu” (Purple Star Astrology). Both these systems take into account the year, month, day and time of birth – every individual will have a different chart. I cannot stress this enough….the Animal Signs are ONLY used as a reference to the 12 Earthly Branches. It is possible to assess Qi influence and yearly influences based on a person’s animal branch but it is not possible to do so with a great level of accuracy. Neither is it possible to ascertain characteristics or personality traits based on the Animal sign alone. So, the next time you pick up a magazine and it says people born under the year of the Goat or Ox are destined to eat grass and work hard, you’ll know better. Hoo Hah About Period 8 By Joey Yap



 In Feng Shui, the element of TIME is crucial. No home or office enjoys good luck or bad luck forever. Just listening to the radio these days you would think the world was coming to an end on February 4th 2004. What with all the hype about Period 8, it reminds me of the millennium all over again when computers the world over were expected to come crashing down and the world thrown into chaos. Naturally, Period 8 is an important transition where Feng Shui is concerned, but it’s being exploited and used to scare people into buying items for ‘renewing the luck’ of their home or force them to undertake huge and massive renovations. For those of you who are unfamiliar with this concept of the different Periods, I will elaborate a bit more here. February 3rd 2004 will mark the end of what is known as Period 7. So, we are effectively in the final year of Period 7. In Feng Shui, the element of TIME is crucial. No home or office enjoys good luck or bad luck forever. The factor of Time is an important element that must be taken into consideration when performing a Feng Shui analysis. In fact, all Classical schools of Feng Shui (San Yuan, San He, Xuan Kong and even Ba Zhai < Eight Mansions>) also refer to the Time aspect in their classical texts. No Feng Shui assessment can be considered comprehensive unless the concept of Time is factored in. Different systems of Feng Shui use different methods of analyzing Time. Flying Star (or Xuan Kong Fey Xing) Feng Shui is one of the more popular systems of Time Dimension Feng Shui practiced today. It is widely accepted as the most potent form of Classical Feng Shui and offers the most scientific and logical formulas. It is this system of Feng Shui that is being referred to when the Feng Shui of Period 8 is brought up. In Flying Star Feng Shui, TIME is divided into 20-Year cycles. Each cycle of 20 years is known as a ‘Period’. There are 9 Periods in total which cover a span of 180 years – a Grand Cycle. The ‘Periods’ are used to describe the cyclical pattern of Qi. Different types of Qi have different strengths and weaknesses depending on the Period in reference. I may have also referred to this before as the ‘timeliness’ of a certain type of Qi. In a Feng Shui consultation, we try to assess how the present Qi of the property will affect the residents in a certain Period and over time. Period 7 was governed by the Dui Gua(Trigram) – #7. Dui represents the West, young women, technology, communication and metaphysics. In Period 7, all these aspects saw a heightened focus and advancement. On February 4 2004, we officially enter Period 8. There will be a shift in energies and the Gen Trigram(#8) will take over. The energies of Gen will shift the focus



 to young caliber men; many will do well, mountains, self-cultivation and overall stability. These are basic attributes of the Gen trigram. The Hoo Hah About Period 8 – refers to the unfounded FEAR that people have about this impending change. I have had more than one question where a frantic Period 7 homeowner wants to know if his house will ‘instantly lose it’s Qi’ once we move into Period 8. They fear that the 7 Star which brought about their good fortune will revert back to it’s original negative self and bring about it’s destructive effects – injuries, blood related accidents, robberies and violence. Many people are naturally considering ‘Changing the Period’ of their house or office. But do keep in mind that a change of period requires extensive work and involves serious renovations, which include the changing the roof and new main doors. This is a simple case of people being afraid of what they do not understand. My advice to you would be to…..relax. A little information can be a dangerous thing. Not all houses in Period 7 need to be changed to a Period 8 house. Even some Period 6 charts can still be beneficial in Period 8. In the same token, some Period 8 houses present many disappointingly unusable areas. It all depends on how the house is laid out and how the environment helps empower the house. Every chart in every Period has an equal number of stars in the 9 Palaces. It is up to the skill of a Feng Shui practitioner to activate or deactivate certain areas and make them beneficial to the residents. It is not the Period of the house that matters; it is how the stars in the house are managed. Remember this important key point. Whereas in Period 7, we tapped into the #7 Star as the Wealth star, we similarly need to find the location of the #8 Star in the house’s Flying Star chart and tap into it for Period 8. If the house’s internal and external factors are conducive, you will enjoy the same (if not better) fortunes in the coming Period. See, no problem to it. ! In fact a skilled Feng Shui practitioner would have already begun advising his clients to tap into the Period 8 stars. There is no such thing as an instant change in vitality and Qi strength when a Period transition occurs. No sensible practitioner or Feng Shui teacher would go around scaring people out of their wits with such a theory. If you’re hearing about the ‘instant bad luck’ concept, it’s merely a rumour that has blown things out of proportion. There is definitely a shift in the Qi pattern but bear in mind that Qi moves in a CYCLICAL fashion. Shifts in this case are gradual and not immediate. Experienced Feng Shui practitioners will have already seen that the #7 Star



 began to lose it’s vitality even as far back as year 2000. When Period 8 rolls around, the early stages of it will see the #7 Star entering the ‘Retreating Qi’ stage. At this point it slowly (not instantly) reverts back to it’s original evil nature. So, there is still some time left to make any changes you’re planning to undertake. Unless of course you have negative environmental features that quickens the negative aspects of the #7 star, otherwise things would be just fine. Newcomers to Flying Star Feng Shui may want to use the following checklist to handle their Period 8 considerations: First ascertain the Flying Star Chart for your home. You need to know the exact facing direction of your home; if you are uncertain about this, get a friend who’s experienced in this to help you out. If you need to quickly plot out the Flying Star Chart of your home or office, use the handy Flying Star Software on my site, just click on the link below: Flying Star Software: http://www.joeyyap.com/member/login.asp?Surl=/fengshui/flyingstar/index.asp Now, take a look at the location of your main door and the stars in that sector. If the Facing Star is a #7 or #6, then you need to make some changes. However, if your door has the good fortune of being located where there’s a facing #8 or #9 Stars, then there is no need to do anything. You will have good fortune in Period 8. It is an incorrect assumption that many people make when they jump to the conclusion that you need to change your house to Period 8 to enjoy good Feng Shui. Be very careful when you do decide to switch over to a Period 8 house. A change can often do more damage than good; especially in cases where the environment is not supportive of your home. An example of this would be a North 1 house in Period 7. When it enters Period 8, the #8 Facing Star in the front of the property now benefits the occupants of the residence. If you were to simply renovate this house, you may lose out on this benefit. If your home does not have doors opening in the #8 or #9 Facing stars, then consider activating it by placing a Water feature in the area when Period 8 rolls around. I always recommend having your house plans audited by a Professional Feng Shui Consultant if you do plan to make any major changes or renovations to your home. You may not even need a full consultation if all you are looking to do is address the change of period issue. Sometimes a half an hour with a consultant will do you a world of good. Doing it yourself is an option if you don’t mind a certain amount of experimentation. Plot out your Flying Star Chart and then locate your Main Door



 (sector) and any other doors where the prosperous #8 and #9 Facing Stars are located. Important bedrooms should be placed where the #8, #9 or #1 Sitting Stars are found. This applies regardless of what Period chart your home may have. Just keep in mind that good Facing Stars need the right forms as well to be activated. Use External and Internal water and mountains to activate the stars accordingly. I hope this article has served to easy your mind regarding the Hoo-Hah about Period 8. If you wish to study more about Xuan Kong Feng Shui, I recommend that you consider enrolling in my Homestudy course – Xuan Kong Vol.1 or the Xuan Kong 10-Day Video Coaching Program. These courses cover the Flying Star System of Feng Shui comprehensively. Click to on the link below for more information: Blind Theory By Joey Yap Although I kept a smile on my face, it was pretty obvious he wasn’t going to let me leave the party till he got a straight answer. Water formulas are tricky business. They require very exacting calculations and application of formulae and even then so many other requirements make it positively a Russian roulette game for the inexperienced. Which was where the trouble really started when I met an acquaintance at a Chinese New Year party very recently. He took me aside and explained why he looked so haggard, like a man possessed. He recently applied a water formula. “By the book”, he said, “just as the formula prescribed, exact degree, exact entry and exit. Just like I was told in person.” ”I don’t have a million dollars yet….I have more to lose - my mother-in-laws medical bills and car repair bills to pay”. It almost seemed like he was reading me a very expensive menu after I’d eaten the food. He was under the impression that Water formulas override all other Feng Shui formulas and theories (I assume he was referring to the traditional 8 Mansions and Flying Stars). At least, this was the impression that was given to him. “This application was supposed to make me millions of dollars”, he argued. “Instead, my mother in law broke her hips, I had a terrible car accident costing me a fortune and on top of all that my boss wants me to take a pay cut or leave!” Although I kept a smile on my face, it was pretty obvious he wasn’t going to let me leave the party till he got a straight answer. So, we sat down and I outlined the facts of the case: •



His house faces N2 (both Heaven and Earth plates)



 •



• •



•



His water feature – from left to right, bypasses his front door. Exiting at a specifically given degree of 42 degrees, (Heaven Plate Chou (Ox) direction). Water enters from 240 degrees – SW3 (Heaven plate). Our water formulae enthusiast started constructing it last year and it was just completed in January. By late January 2003, it was all systems go for a large wealthy millionaire in the making (according to his idea of a Water dragon). He also sleeps in a Northwest room.



My Simple Analysis As I began probing his application a bit more, it became obvious what he had done wrong. I naturally asked him if he had considered the Flying Stars when building the Water structure. He shook his head and indicated that he was given the impression that it was not important where Water feng shui was concerned. First big mistake! I also learned that he was born in 1961 – Gua #3 and born in the year of the Metal Ox (Xin Chou). He was also facing his ‘Heavenly Doctor’ direction, which he rightly believed to be good. •



•



House Facing North 2 in Period 7: Northeast palace, has a 5-9 combination. Water is then exiting at the #9 facing star. This star, as we get closer to Period 8, is already a very important star. It governs ‘potential’ money related matters, business and investment relations. Water going OUT here, ‘pushes’ away this benevolent Qi. Secondly, Ox, is HIS own life’s animal sign. Meaning, it is HIS Tai-Sui. He has water exiting as his own Tai Sui. This year is the Year of the Goat. Goat clashes with his life as well as with his water exit.



From this alone, I had to conclude that this water setup was not suitable for him. He was heartbroken, to say the least. Different structures have varying requirements when applying water formulas. Although the formula may appear to be the same, but the application is usually quite different. A property must first be ‘qualified’ for Water to be used because not every property will benefit from such an application. A number of criteria to consider. If the land is not ‘fit’ to have water, even with the correct formula in place, it will still be ineffective. His was such a case. The property simply is not conducive for a Water formation. As pure Yang cannot exist, neither can pure Yin on its own. Think about it, can we ONLY have water without mountains? This factor needs to be satisfied in order to be a so-called ‘millionaire-producing’ structure. The quality of such a site also determines the eventual outcome of this formula. Such formations are unfortunately, rare and few in-between. Finding just such a structure these days



 becomes a problem. In this present setup that he has, Water comes in from the Southwest 3 quadrant of the Heaven Plate. This is coming from the ‘3’ Period Luck and is not regarded as the right type of Qi to usher into your home. To put it simply, it is out of luck. Next, when you consider advance ‘Life Palace’ and ‘Shifting Palace’ Xuan Kong analysis, the #2 star has entered the #1 Kan at the door. The Kan palace houses the #3 Base Star, - which in this case, represents him. Upon ‘shifting’ the secondary star (Qi) into the Central and re-flying it in the grid, you will find that the #9 star (which was originally hurt by the water exit of the house) has entered the Xun palace. Among other things, the Xun palace represents the hips. HeTu principles indicate that the #9 and #4 tend to combine – a successful combination will result in Metal. This Metal is said to ‘hurt’ Wood. The Gua that is affected is #2 because it has ‘revealed’ itself in the Kan palace. In this case the #2 represents his mother-in-law. The #8 star, which represents the limbs and back of the body, encounters the #9 star this month. The original ‘metal’ star #7 has entered the actual Kun palace (according to Shifting Palace method), meeting with the original annual and monthly 3-2. Not to forget, he is in the NW room with the original 3-2 meeting the monthly#7. The stars there indicate trouble as well. So I believe that his motherin-law may have also hurt her hands and limbs in the fall. His car accident is easily derived as well. His own Gua, Life Palace and Bedroom are all indicative of this. The excessively strong Wood Qi encounters a very strong clash in the form of Metal Qi. Such an interaction between these elements indicates possible road accidents. By the end of my whole discourse, I could see that he was looking for a solution to his problem – not just a reason as to why things weren’t working out. In this case, with not many options left, the easiest way to alleviate some of the problems is to stop the Water. Then move the door to the Northeast sector so that things will improve even further when Period 8 rolls around. After some of the Feng Shui advice, I also recommended him not to take things at face value from now on. Water Feng Shui is complicated. Studying it is the easy part, application takes time to master. I asked him to go back to his teacher and ask for explanation and help. Key Points: Water Feng Shui does not override all other formulae and theories and these should be considered in conjunction when applying Water.



 Where is my Love Corner? After addressing the popular concept.. After addressing the popular concept of a 'wealth corner' in our last issue, I felt the next step would be to explain more about the 'love corner'. Now this is definitely a controversial topic with many people, attached or otherwise, having spent a considerable amount of wealth trying to 'enhance' this particular nook/cranny of their home. I cannot begin to tell you the number of heartbroken e-mails I get almost everyday, confessing how desperate they feel and asking how it might be possible to do anything more to 'enhance' their love or relationship corner. Most of them read about this 'feng shui love corner' from the many books in the market. Sadly, I have to disappoint most of these people. But wait¡.am I implying that there really is NO such thing as a 'love corner'? To the joy of many who may be reading this article, there is in fact what can aptly be termed a ¡°Love Corner'. However, it doesn't follow the often mistaken FIXED love corner in the home that so many of us have been bombarded with a countless number of times. There are certain directions and locations in a property that may help its residents foster 'better relationships.' However, this special location is different in every home and for different individuals. As to the exact, literal translation of a 'love or relationship' corner in Classical Feng Shui - there simply is none. Fact of the matter is, we've become a society that works on the concept of 'instant gratification'. Everything must and needs to happen, right away. We are sold on the idea of quick fixes to nearly every problem we have - from the common cold to divorces - it can be done within 24 hours. And so we've come to expect that with the Qi of our environment as well. Feng Shui formulas are over-simplified in a need for authors to churn out more and more books and for practitioners to recommend the next big cure that is a fad in the market. If you take a quick look through the books on the market today, you will see how each book rehashes the same tips with authors simply rewriting their previous misguiding 'tips' in a different way. Every new books becomes an even more watered down and simplified version of the previous one. Don't get me wrong, I am not saying these books are all bad. In fact, I think they have done an excellent job so far of raising the public awareness of Feng Shui. What does concern me however, is how the public will be applying these watered down concepts and creating even more problems rather than the solutions they are looking for. All this in the name of simplicity. The most straightforward example I can cite would have to be the 'Southwest'



 sector being regarded as the 'universal love corner', which is supposedly available for you to manipulate at your whims and fancy. And lo and behold a whole host of so-called 'Feng Shui Cures' make their appearance on the scene almost overnight. Some will even try to pass off the cures as being authentic by making references to how the Southwest sector is of the element of Earth (in the cycle of the Five Elements) and how their cures can enhance this sector. So, you will walk into a friend's house and find a pair of 'love ducks' facing the door, with some other 'love' trinket hanging around its neck. If they're lucky, they haven't yet spent more money buying expansive 'romance' pendants and jewellery. While the authors propagating this sort of information may (or may not) know that Feng Shui cannot be so generically applied, you can bet that unsuspecting readers will be lining up to follow their advice. No matter how impractical or nonsensical it may seem. Some may argue that certain schools of Feng Shui actually follow this Southwest-is-love-corner formula as well. However, all Feng Shui knowledge needs to come from the basics and can be traced back as such. I mean no disrespect here, but my extensive research on the Chinese classics, Chinese texts and even with experienced Masters has shown absolutely NO link whatsoever to this concept of having your 'love corner' in the Southwest sector of your home. There is no trace to any classical texts on this particular notion of ¡°southwest being a universal love corner¡±. So, the only conclusion I can deduce from this would be to note that this concept may very well be a very new quick-fix solution. Last year, 2002, the Southwest sector did indeed have the annual #4 star there (based on Xuan Kong or Flying Star Feng Shui theories) and hence some relationship enhancing capabilities. But keep in mind that this year, the #3 star is in the Southwest and those continuing to use this sector can expect arguments, breakups and even divorces if this sector is wrongly activated this year. Feng Shui is a science and I encourage my students, clients and readers to go about their study of it with an inquisitive mind. Every formula must be explicable trying to explain the Southwest as the 'love corner' merely by saying that it is the 'Kun gua' is unacceptable. The answer needs to be at least logical to satisfy any serious Feng Shui practitioner. This year, use the East sector instead if you are looking for love or are trying to improve your existing relationship. The annual cycle of Qi, the #4 star, is in the East and could go a long way towards helping relationships. If you are looking for a quick fix - there's your quick-fix solution right there! Like everything else in life, Qi is dynamic and changes from year to year. Nothing is permanently good or bad. As a general rule, there are two types of Qi that help foster better relationships - the stars #4 and #9. In the year 2003, the #4 star is in the East, so use this area as much as possible. If you cannot physically be in the East, implement a small water feature in this sector that will help strengthen the



 influence of the #4 Qi. Nothing fancy, just a small vase filled with water and some plants that grow on water. The idea of using water in this area is to provide an avenue for the good Qi to collect and benefit you. Naturally, for a more stable, long lasting solution, you will need to evaluate your home and identify areas where the potential of the Qi allows for better relationships and better romance luck. A trained Feng Shui professional will be able to help you with this. Even if there are no specific 'love corners', there are specific types of Qi that help you build a relationship and make you happy and cheerful - a more pleasant person to be around. And all this of course, leads to you having all the qualities that naturally attract people to you. Do keep in mind, Feng Shui cannot bring you love; it can only bring you the potential for it. How you go about from there on is wholely dependant on you. Have a Happy Valentines! A Fishy Story By Joey Yap A fish is after all, just a fish. Its main preoccupation being to swim around in your fish tank and provide the odd child or two some meager entertainment as they pass by the aquarium. It’s not often that I get urgent calls from non-clients literally screaming at me to help them but that’s what happened just the other day. It seems, a very agitated Mrs Chan had the unfortunate coincidence of having one of her fishes go belly up on her. She was distraught – not because the fish had died- but because she had heard somewhere that when her pet goldfish dies, it has literally ‘sacrificed’ its life to protect Mrs Chan’s. “Thank goodness the goldfish absorbed the bad luck meant for me”, as she so eloquently put it. I calmed Mrs Chan down first, reassuring her that there were no terrible accidents or falling comets headed her way. Only then did I manage to get a word in and let her know in no uncertain terms that her poor goldfish had not died in a sacrificial act to save her life and given a choice, I doubt it would want to in the first place. Simply put, that’s not it’s purpose. Needless to say, Mrs. Chan was a tad bit disappointed. “I thought you were a Feng Shui expert?”, she said, almost skeptically. “I’ve read in a few Feng Shui books that say it’s good when a fish you keep dies because it has sacrificed its life to absorb the evil effects or negative energies meant for the owner.”



 “This also you don’t know wan ah?”, she retorted with a cutting colloquial slang. Those who know me will know that I love a challenge. And Mrs. Chan provided just such a challenge on this sunny Monday afternoon. I explained, as clearly as I could that this notion of the ‘sacrificial fish’ was nothing more than an old wives tale. And naturally I’d heard about it, but fact of the matter was, this was in no way Feng Shui. It was pure superstition, plain and simple A fish is after all, just a fish. Its main preoccupation being to swim around in your fish tank and provide the odd child or two some meager entertainment as they pass by the aquarium. It doesn’t have any special, magical powers! And unless you happen to have some sinisterly magically endowed fish, there is no way it’s going to partake in ‘absorbing’ your bad luck. Instead I recommended that she check the water in her tank or maybe get an expert to see if the poor fish had some sort of skin disease. I also suggested that she should perhaps get the water cleaned more often and the filter changed. My short Feng Shui lesson over the phone seemed to calm down Mrs. Chan who finally understood and felt better by the end of our conversation. The reason I am sharing this with you is to provide you with an idea of the many fallacies that often literally paralyze people. It is the element or polarity of ‘water’ that we need to use when an aquarium is prescribed in a Feng Shui consultation. Water is Yang and active energy - even when it’s still, water particles are constantly moving. We use water to harness the Qi in the environment or home. The fishes in the tank merely keep the water lively and active; other than this, they serve no real Feng Shui purpose. Furthermore, Feng Shui is not about having your pets ‘sacrifice’ themselves like lemmings leaping into water. If you are planning on having an aquarium, make sure the water is clean and healthy for your fishes. To truly activate Qi in Feng Shui, the crucial point to take into account is the LOCATION of the water or aquarium. It has nothing to do with your fishes, regardless of what types of fishes you may rare (again another fallacy being that Koi’s or Arowana’s bring you abundant wealth). Kuo Po (believed to be the ancient founding father of Feng Shui) himself, in the very basic theory of Feng Shui, wrote that “Qi is dispersed by the wind and gathers by the boundaries of water”. Water has this ability to allow Qi to collect and settle. Which is why a good practitioner will recommend that his/her client position an aquarium or pond in the section of the house where good Qi resides. So, the next time you hear a friend proudly declare just how noble their nowdead fish was, tell them this story. I’m hoping my article will at least go some way towards changing this archaic mindset. You need to be very sure on the



 difference between true classical Feng Shui and popular Chinese superstition; they are really two very different things. Growing Hair ! By Joey Yap So I thought about it for a while and my research led to me the star #4. Hair is represented by Wood. Soft, flexible, yin wood. I just got back from our Miami trip after a short stopover in Japan for a couple of nights. It's not unusual for me to have a lot of faxes waiting for me after being away for so long but one in particular caught my attention. It had the words URGENT marked across it in LARGE bold letters. It was a thank you note with a big “It Worked” as the subject heading. Her husband had managed to grow more hair! This was an interesting development in my practice of Xuan Kong. I remember the audit for Lisa and one of her minor requests was that her balding husband be able to grow more hair! Of course, this was something new to me … classical Feng Shui does not include any formulas for 'growing hair' as part of its methodologies. So I thought about it for a while and my research led to me the star #4. Hair is represented by Wood. Soft, flexible, yin wood. So this makes it #4. If I want #4 to grow, I will definitely need some water. Not a lot of water as the plant may die. So, just a little bit of water. Water is represented by star #1. Naturally, for real Wood to grow, it needs a little bit of soil. Not many types of Wood grow only on Water. So I got to thinking and came to the conclusion that Earth had to be a prerequisite in this formula. But which type of Earth? In this case, it would be ideal to use a little bit of #8 earth. My study of BaZi also has shown me that loss of hair is usually due to strong Fire or Metal, as these two elements counter the Wood element. Looking at Lisa's house, I suggested her husband sleep on the #4 Annual in their room and have his head pointed to the #1 Annual Star. The room he was in was already an Earth room (SW), so the element of Earth is already present. Even though not exactly good earth, but we have to make do with what we have. Because last month the star #5 was present here, I asked Lisa to increase the (very still) Water element in that room. Water can help dilute the earth and weaken it. Because her goal was for her husband to grow back his hair, this goal was achieved. This month, the visiting #4 expedited the process, much to her pleasure. I called and spoke to Lisa today. I informed her that now that she had got the desired results, her husband need not continue to use that room. The rest is up to him to manage the situation with medical or herbal treatments.



 Key Points: Stars #4, #1 and a little bit of Earth helps the growth of hair. Where is my wealth sector? By Joey Yap Wealth sector in Chinese is known as “Cai Wei”. Is there really a “wealth” sector in every home? I think one of the most common questions professional Feng Shui practitioners are asked in any Feng Shui audit is “Where is my Wealth sector”. Wealth sector in Chinese is known as “Cai Wei”. Is there really a “wealth” sector in every home? Yes…….and No. Wealth sector is a layman’s term. In actual Feng Shui terminology, we call this the “Wang Wei” or the prosperous location. There is not really a “money corner”, so to speak, in Feng Shui. When we say “prosperous” location, we are referring to a location within home where the Qi is strongest and most beneficial. Feng Shui is about harnessing beneficial Qi and evading negative Qi. Beneficial Qi comes in many forms. To ascertain its location, Feng Shui practitioners use certain methods of calculation depending on which school of Feng Shui they advocate. In the Xuan Kong (Flying Stars) system, the Wang Wei is determined by the location of the most prosperous star of the period. In Period 7 (1984-2003), the most prosperous star (meaning the most prosperous body of Qi) is governed by star number #7. The next best Qi, also known as “Sheng Qi”, is governed by Star number #8 as this is the prosperous star for the upcoming Period 8. Similarly, a home can be said to have at least two “Cai Wei” or so called “Wealth sectors”. The trick is to locate these corners and activate them correctly to harness the beneficial Qi. It is important to note the “wealth luck” in Feng Shui does not refer to “money falling from the sky” or sudden windfall gains. The actual “luck” a “wealth corner” is said to bring when activated, actually refers to beneficial energies that help sharpen the mind, allowing residents to recognize opportunities and helping them perform better in their endeavors. WEALTH LUCK is a highly commercialized term. In Feng Shui, wealth luck means “heightened performance” for an individual, so that he/she can achieve better results career-wise and in turn, ensure better financial rewards. Qi, like time, is dynamic and cyclical. Every year, the “Wang Qi” shifts from one direction to another. There is a yearly “wang” (prosperous) sector and a “shuai” (negative Qi) sector. In 2003, good Qi resides in the WEST sector while negative Qi resides in the South East. Because positive Qi is coming in from the West this year (from Feb 4 onwards), it would be ideal to help facilitate this Qi by using a WEST direction door, or by using the WEST sectors more often. It is much better to actually use this sector



 rather than simply trying to activate it by placing an object here. After all, Feng Shui affects people, not necessarily objects, and the more the occupants of the house are affected by the Wang Qi, the more beneficial it is to them. Should it be inconvenient or impossible to use the WEST sector or a WEST direction door, the next best alternative would be to allocate “yang” or moving objects in the West. The more activity (yang energy) you place in the Wang Qi area (meaning the West area), the more you can ‘activate’ its energies. Conversely, the South East area of the home is afflicted by the most negative energy for the year 2003. This negative energy is borne by the #5 Star and it affects the area that it flies into; last year it was located in the East and this year it moves to the Southeast. It would be best to use this area as little as possible. The less it is used, the more likely that the negative energies will not affect the occupants of the property. If you wish, you can further weaken (but not necessarily completely remove) the negative Qi by placing a metal wind chime in the South East sector. We need to use a wind chime made of the Metal element specifically. In the study of the Chinese Five Elements (which is also used in Chinese medical studies), Metal weakens Earth energies. The negative Qi that is coming in from the SE belongs to Earth and that is why, a Metal wind chime helps weaken its strength. Defining Feng Shui By Joey Yap The problem lies with the fact that there is so much hocus-pocus in this field, that one cannot help but feel a sense of misconception shrouding the practice. In-Betweens are those that are neither Believers but nor are they absolute Skeptics. Being in the industry, obviously, I meet people who believe in Feng Shui all the time. But I do not ignore the fact that like many other metaphysical sciences, is often skeptically perceived by the public in general. The problem lies with the fact that there is so much hocus-pocus in this field, that one cannot help but feel a sense of misconception shrouding the practice. In actual fact, the art, science, study and practice of Feng Shui is a principled subject and no different to other traditional studies. I think it is up to the practitioners of this art, the believers, to help put it in a better light. And I believe, the best way to do this through education. I asked a group of advanced students once, what they believed to be the definition of Feng Shui. To my surprise, almost everyone responded with a different definition. It was such a fundamental question - yet most of their replies were different. Some said that Feng Shui is "an art of placement", others claimed that it was "about harmony" or "wind and water" and another group said it was about "living in harmony with nature".



 It was interesting experience. It seems, almost everyone has a different 'definition' of Feng Shui. Even the professionals in this field seem to have different definitions. Not surprisingly, even the same author, may have different definitions on the subject depending on which book you read! What exactly is this art? Is it really an art? Or is it a science? It is because of this lack of understanding that people tend to lose respect for Feng Shui. If even the professionals don't have a common denominator on what Feng Shui is, then what value is there in it? Some of the more common definitions circulating today are : 1. Feng Shui is an Art of Placement 2. Feng Shui is Interior Design 3. Feng Shui is about decorating your house with good luck objects 4. Feng Shui is about living in harmony with nature 5. Feng Shui is about enhancing Wealth 6. Feng Shui is about enriching lives. Which one of these is correct? Actually, lets start with the wrong ones, it'll make it simpler? To begin with, Feng Shui is definitely NOT the art of decorating your home with good luck objects NOR is it the so-called 'art of placement' of furniture and objects. Placement of objects and items is a new concept introduced and passed off as Feng Shui in the 90s. In the old days, even though Chinese good luck objects were used by wealthy residents, they were never used in the context of 'Feng Shui' but always as part of 'culture'. Many people today confuse 'Culture' with 'Feng Shui', hence confusing the study of Feng Shui. Secondly, Feng Shui is not about Interior Design. The furniture you buy, the color schemes and rich marble floors you choose are not part of Feng Shui studies. Arranging furniture and choosing color schemes are best left to the expertise of an Interior Designer. You would never ask an architect or a land surveyor to advise you on Interior design concepts. Then why ask a Feng Shui Master to undertake interior design work? Feng Shui and interior design are TWO different subjects altogether. Thirdly, Feng Shui is not about living in harmony with nature either. I find it amusing when people say, "I want to live in harmony with nature, that's why I practice Feng Shui". If we were to really try and apply this principle in it's literal sense, it would mean living in the forest; as close to harmony with nature as possible. I realize this may upset some people, do forgive me if it does, but this is an example of what is presently being hazily defined as Feng Shui. While it is true that Feng Shui is about "harmonizing", but the question is... what is it we are trying to harmonize?



 In order to understand WHAT really Feng Shui is, one needs to refer to the old manuscripts. The Chinese have five categories of study in the world of Chinese Metaphysics - (known as the Chinese Five Arts - Wu Shu), Feng Shui is classified under physiognomy of the living environment. The Five Arts are Mountain, Medical, Divination, Destiny and Physiognomy. Physiognomy refers to observation of appearances through formulas and calculations in order to assess the potential and outcome of a person, or in this case, the out come of a person living in a certain property. Feng Shui is therefore an art of "assessing" the quality of life through observations and analysis of the persons' living environment. Feng Shui in the old days was known as "Kan Yu" (the observation of the forces between Heaven and Earth). Only towards the end of the Qing Dynasty did the term "Feng Shui" come to be used unanimously to represent "Kan Yu". Feng Shui today is seen as many things from interior design, house decorating, fashion jewelry and village type superstition. In hopes of doing justice to this art, I hope I am able to help you better understand how the true form of Feng Shui is not and never will be a fashionable idea. Feng Shui is a metaphysical science where one learns to recognize and tap into the Qi (cosmic energies) of the living environment to help the many endeavors in life. The study and presence of Qi, is today recognized by Western medical doctors when it comes to acupuncture and acupressure. Feng Shui is about Qi in the living environment and how to go about harnessing it. Not only do we want to harness it, we also want to use it to help specific goals in our everyday lives. Since Qi is a natural phenomenon of the living environment, it is rarely 'generated' by man made objects like decorative items, and designs. The second aspect of Feng Shui is that it is also a form of "forecasting". The nature of Qi is cyclical and as such, can be calculated. Practitioners of Feng Shui have learnt to assess outcomes based on the influence of Qi upon a particular living environment. The "predictive" and forecasting part of Feng Shui is often neglected or unknown to many practitioners today. If you know the types of Qi that will affect the environment in certain months of the year, one can prepare for the best or worst of the situation. Making informed decisions are in fact, part of both Chinese Feng Shui and Chinese Astrology. I hope this article has helped you understand the definition of Feng Shui better. Approach Feng Shui with an open mind. Have a "goal" in mind when practicing Feng Shui. After all, Feng Shui is about harnessing the Qi in your living environment to help you achieve your goal. But it is not a miracle cure as it only represents 1/3 of the Cosmic factor that influences our lives. (the other two being Destiny and the Human factor). Water Method By Joey Yap Importance of the Shui Wei (Water Position) A person's life expectancy, wellbeing, success and failure depends greatly on



 the flow of Qi in his/her residence. One of the main conductors of Qi in a property is the location of Water. That's why when conducting a Feng Shui audit, it is essential to observe the position of Water. In Chinese we call this the Shui Wei. 'Water' is one of the most important elements in Feng Shui. All existence on Earth is influenced, shaped and governed by Qi. From the peaks of the highest mountains to the bottom of the deepest oceans, Qi flows and meanders. In Feng Shui, the goal is to harness positive Qi and deviate negative Qi. One of the most important bearers of Qi is Water. That is why, it is very important that we observe the location and position of Water when conducting a Feng Shui audit. Water is a source of Yang Qi. We know that Sheng Qi is produced by the 'Yin' to become a form of 'Yang Qi'. This was explained by Qing Dynasty Master, Jiang Da Hong in his literature “Di Li Bian Zheng” when he was explaining the concept of Xuan Kong's Real Yin and Real Yang. Thus, Water, with its flexible and quiet self (yin) can become moving and aggressive (yang), this fits the description of 'Sheng Qi'. Water is Yin on the outside (stillness) but Yang on the inside (movement of the particles, water is always moving). Water is considered a 'source' of Yang Qi. That is why Water is widely regarded as a 'conductor' in Feng Shui applications by many Feng Shui masters, past and present. Every school of Feng Shui has different methods when it comes to applying Water in their practice. San Yuan and San He advocate their own Water methods. When it comes to 'Qi Flow” or (Li Qi) methods, Water must be regarded as the Reference Point. (Note: For those who are new to this term, 'Reference Point', is a term I personally like to use all the time in my classes whenever I teach. I personally believe that in order to practice Feng Shui effectively, any system of Feng Shui, one must first establish the Reference Point.) Water Factors Luan Tou (Environmental Factors) In the countryside, away from the hustle and bustle of the city, one needs to observe “Dragon, Embrace, Mountain and Water”. The formation and structure of a landscape needs to be identified. Every piece of land has a 'structure type'. This is your reference point. Identify this and then you can 'qualify' it by its water entrance and exit. Li Qi (Qi Flow Factors) Using the Xuan Kong Gua in addition to the Stems and Branches and the Yin and Yang of the Five Elements it is possible to decide the outcome and potential of the Incoming and Outgoing Water mouths. You will need to use the Luo Pan and perform some calculations in order to access the Qi factors of the Water



 mouth. The reference point here would be in reference to the Facing of the property. From that point, the variable factors would the Dragon, Mountain, Embrace and Water locations. Internal Qi : Internal Water The saying goes 'Dragon Embraces Water, Water Embraces Dragon'. Water is the blood of the Dragon. This actually refers to a simple Yin and Yang factor. Mountain is YIN and Water is YANG. Mountain is non-moving, Water is moving. Both contain Sheng Qi because according to the classics - “Real Yin and Real Yang – One contains the other”. Mountain on the outlook is Yin, but it's massive size and rigidity 'contains yang'. Water because its constantly moving nature is Yang, but it's flexibility and soft nature 'contains yin'. When these criteria are matched, they are natural conductors of 'Sheng Qi'. Mountain and Rivers refer to External Factors. What about internal Factors? When conducting an audit, it is essential to first plot out the Xuan Kong chart. On the chart, you will need to identify the location of the important Facing Stars . These would be your Shui Wei (water positions) that may need activation depending on the circumstances and restrictions of the property. Because we now know that Mountain refers to YIN and Water refers to YANG, all we need to do is identify these factors in our residence. If we can position 'Yang' factors at the proper Facing Stars. Thus doors and active objects (yang), should be positioned where good facing stars reside. Types Of Classical Feng Shui Systems By Joey Yap The Science And Art Of Classical Feng Shui When Feng Shui was first used about 3000 years ago, it was called the art of Kan Yu. (Kan Yu describes the observation of forces between heaven and earth.) Back then, the study of Feng Shui was not as developed and most of the information was still in its infancy. There was only one system and that system was based on the principles of Yin and Yang in conjunction with the 5 Elements. Later on, through centuries of empirical research, statistical analysis and experimentations, the Chinese sages and philosophers passed down their collective knowledge to disciples. Every generation, new findings were added and old theories redefined. The arrival of the Tang Dynasty was regarded as the prime era of Kan Yu. During those times, one particular ideology emerged as the most prominent. That was the San He system. San He is regarded as the oldest form of Classical Feng Shui. This school places great emphasis on environmental features such as mountains, terrains and water. The direction, shape, flow and appearance of all these features in our environment become components for sophisticated formulae. - Later on, a new ideology emerged – the San Yuan system which is largely based on the



 mathematics and numerical logic of the YiJing. San Yuan was developed based on founding principles similar to San He. The main difference being that San Yuan placed more emphasis on the aspect of "Time" while San He focused more on the physiognomy, appearance, forms and flow of water in the environment. Key point to note: Every formula in authentic Kan Yu (or Feng Shui) has a specific function. These functions can be divided into the following types: • • •



Corrective – used to remedy existing problems Constructive – used to enhance wealth, health or create certain positive results Predictive - used to reveal the past, explain the present and predict the future



Different Approaches Classical Feng Shui can be categorized into many different schools. Although many of the schools or systems are rivals of one another, undoubtedly, there has always been mutual respect between them because they recognized that each had its own unique strengths and specialties. When Feng Shui was first practised (presumably during Chou Dynasty 206BC – 219BC), there weren’t any particular schools. There was only ONE type of Feng Shui and that used Forms and Yin and Yang of the Five Elements to determine the quality of the site. Later on, through their own study of the Yi Jing and practical experiences, practitioners began developing their own methodologies and discovered new theories. Due to the unique experiences of each practitioner, a number of different schools of thought sprang up. However, all of them based their theories on a sound understanding and the principles of Yi Jing. It is important to note that Classical Feng Shui was not created based on psychology, superstition or positive thinking. Classical Feng Shui is a serious study of how the unseen energies in our living environment affect the people living or working in that particular area and in a certain period of time. Most formulae have a set of mathematical calculations based on the science of the Yi Jing. Many of you have heard of Form School and Compass School. These two terms should not be used to describe the schools of Feng Shui. They should be used to describe methods of Feng Shui. Every classical or authentic school of Feng Shui uses Forms and Compass. If Feng Shui does not involve a FORMS and COMPASS reading, chances are it is not real Feng Shui! As mentioned earlier, Classical Schools of Feng Shui can be categorized into 2 Main Camps or ideologies. They are "San He" and "San Yuan". From "San He" and "San Yuan", various sub-divisions are derived. Some of these divisions are:



 • • • • • • • • • • •



Xuan Kong (aka Mysterious Subtleties, Time and Space School) Xuan Kong Fei Xing (popularly known as the Flying Stars School) Xuan Kong Da Gua (64 Hexagrams Method School) Xuan Kong Shui Fa (Time and Space Water Method School) Zi Bai (Purple White Flying Stars School) Major Wandering Stars School Minor Wandering Stars School San Yuan Dragon Gate Eight Formation School San He Luan Tou – (aka Environmental Appearance and Land Formations School) San He Shui Fa – (Water Methods School) Qi Men Dun Jia – (Mystical Doorways and Magic Armour School)



Please note that the Eight Life Aspirations (North = Career, South = Fame, SouthWest = Marriage) is NOT part of any Classical Schools of Feng Shui. Most Classical Feng Shui systems are derivatives of either the San He or San Yuan methodologies or of both. Eight Life Aspirations has no foundation in either methodology, nor does it have any principles derived from the Yi Jing. Every school has its own application for both Yin and Yang Houses. (Note: Yin House refers to grave sites while Yang House refers to living residential areas.) Undoubtedly, many beginners are confused by the conflicting theories of the different systems. One of the main aims of the courses provided by the Mastery Academy of Chinese Metaphysics™ is to help practitioners clear this confusion and provide a program that enables a structured learning process. Classical Feng Shui schools do not always have 'conflicting' theories; they simply operate on different 'levels'. Our courses will guide you on how you can understand this and learn Feng Shui better with an in-depth perspective on the many different theories. More importantly, by understanding how theories were formulated, practitioners are taught how to apply them in innumerable ways under different circumstances to create optimum results. Today, Classical Feng Shui is practised as "one" school. Masters and practitioners have learnt that by recognizing the strengths and uniqueness of each system, they can improve the quality of their work. Hopefully this article has served its purpose in enlightening you on the different Feng Shui practices available in the market today. Type of Classical Feng Shui By Joey Yap Heard of Classical Feng Shui but don't really know what it is? Find out about the various types of Classical Feng Shui in this article! When Feng Shui was first used about 3000 years ago, it was called the art of KanYu. (KanYu describes the observation of forces between heaven and earth).



 Back then, the study of Feng Shui was not as developed with most of the information still in it’s infancy. There was only one system and that was based on the principles of Yin and Yang along with the 5 Elements. Later on through centuries of empirical research, statistics and experiments, the Chinese sages and philosophers passed down their knowledge from master to disciple. Every generation, new findings were added and old theories redefined. By the time it reached the Tang Dynasty, it was regarded as the prime era of KanYu. During those times, one particular ideology emerged as the most prominent. That was the San He system. San He is regarded as the oldest form of Classical Feng Shui. This school places great emphasis on environmental features such as mountains, terrains and water. The direction, shape, flow and appearance of all these features in our environment become components for sophisticated formulae. Towards the end of the Ming Dynasty (about 1640) a new ideology emerged. It was called San Yuan. San Yuan was developed based on founding principles similar to San He. The main difference being that San Yuan placed more emphasis on the aspect of "Time" while San He focused more on the physiognomy, appearance, forms and flow of water in the environment. (More on this later in our article). Key Functions of Authentic Feng Shui... Key point to take note: Every formula in authentic KanYu (or Feng Shui) has a specific function. These functions can be divided into the following types: • • •



Corrective – to remedy existing problems Constructive – to enhance wealth, health or create certain outcomes Predictive - to reveal the past, explain the present and predict the future



Different Approaches Classical Feng Shui can be categorized into many different schools. Although many schools or systems are rivals of another, undoubtedly, there was always mutual respect between them because they recognized that each had their unique strength and specialties. When Feng Shui was first practiced (presumably during Chou Dynasty 206BC – 219BC), there weren’t any particular schools. There was only ONE type of Feng Shui and they used Forms and Yin and Yang of the Five Elements to determine the quality of the land. Later on, practitioners through their own study of the IChing and practical experiences began developing their own methodology and discovered new theories. Due to the unique experience of each practitioner, a number of different schools of thought sprang up. However, all of them based their theories on sound understanding and principles of the I-Ching. It is important to note that Classical Feng Shui was not created based on psychology, superstition or make-belief positive thinking. Classical Feng Shui is a serious study of how the unseen energies of our living environment affect the people



 living or working in that particular area in a certain period of time. Most formulae had a set of mathematical calculation according to the science of the I-Ching. Many of you have heard of Form School and Compass School. These two terms should not be used to describe the schools of Feng Shui. They should be used to describe methods of Feng Shui. Every classical or authentic school of Feng Shui uses Forms and Compass. If Feng Shui does not involve a FORMS and COMPASS reading, chances are they are not real feng shui! As mentioned earlier, Classical Schools of Feng Shui can first be categorized into 2 Main Camps or ideologies. They are "San He" and "San Yuan". From "San He" and "San Yuan" comes their various sub divisions. Some of these divisions are namely: Xuan Kong (aka Mysterious Subtleties, Time and Space School) o o o o



Xuan Kong Fey Xing (popularly known as the Flying Stars School) Xuan Kong Da Gua (64 Hexagrams Method School) Xuan Kong Shui Fa (Time and Space Water Method School) Zi Bai (Purple White Flying Stars School)



Pa Chai (aka Eight Mansions School) o o



Major Wandering Stars School Minor Wandering Stars School



San Yuan Dragon Gate Eight Formation School San He Luan Tou – (aka Environmental Appearance and Land Formations School) San He Shui Fa – (Water Methods School) Qi Men Dun Jia (Mystical Doorways and Magic Armour School) Please note that the Eight Life Aspiration (North = Career, South = Fame, SouthWest = Marriage, is NOT part of Classical Schools of Feng Shui. Most Classical Feng Shui systems are derivatives of either or both of San He and San Yuan methodologies. Eight Life Aspirations has no foundation in either nor does it have any principles from the I-Ching. For more information on various schools please read our article on Different Schools of Classical Feng Shui. Every school can have their own application for both Yin and Yang Houses. (Note: Yin House refers to gravesites while Yang House refers to living residential areas). Undoubtedly, many beginners are confused by the conflicting theories of the different systems. One of the main aims of the Academy's courses is to help practitioners clear this confusion and provide a program that enables a structured learning system. Classical Feng Shui schools do not always 'conflict' in theory, they just operate on different 'levels'.



 Our courses will guide you on how you can understand this and learn Feng Shui better with an in-depth perspective on the many different theories. More importantly, by understanding how theories were formulated, practitioners are taught how to apply them in innumerable ways under different circumstances to create optimum results. Classical Feng Shui today is practiced as "one" school. Masters and practitioners have learnt that by recognizing each systems strengths and uniqueness, they can improve the quality of their works. Hopefully this article has served its purpose in enlightening you on the differences between Feng Shui practices available in the market today. Should you have any further queries pertaining to this article or about Classical Feng Shui in general, please do not hesitate to send us an email with your queries to [email protected] Identifying Classical Feng Shui Systems By Joey Yap The art and science of Feng Shui is increasingly popular and the demand for a deeper and broader understanding of the subject is constantly growing. The art and science of Feng Shui is increasingly popular and the demand for a deeper and broader understanding of the subject is constantly growing. Books on the subject are introduced on an almost weekly basis. More and more people are resorting to the practice of Feng Shui in the hope of mitigating their problems in relationships and enhancing their families' health and finding happiness and fulfillment in their lives. Unfortunately like many popular industries, 'Feng Shui' has been very commercialized and in the process, bastardized. Much of the Feng Shui knowledge and information available in popular books these days deprives readers of a true authentic Feng Shui experience. Many enthusiasts are disheartened when they find conflicting theories and end up more confused than when they started out. This article is written in the hope of guiding you out of this confusion and directing you down the right path in your pursuit of authentic knowledge and studies in the art of Feng Shui. Presently there are two major streams of Feng Shui practices in the Western community: New-Age Feng Shui and Classical Feng Shui. Classical Feng Shui refers to the original form of Feng Shui practice as passed down from Masters to disciples. It has strong roots in the ancient Feng Shui texts and cannons, dating back to the Tang, Sung, Ming and Qing Dynasties. This is the form of Feng Shui practice used in oriental countries today. New Age Feng Shui on the other hand is a much newer and westernized version of Feng Shui. Much of this stream of Feng Shui is a blend of modern-day psychology, color-therapy, aromatherapy, sound, fashion and jewellery design, product marketing and symbolism with a mixture of Chinese and other oriental,



 cultural and spiritual beliefs thrown in. There are vast differences between these two streams of Feng Shui. As readers, genuine enthusiasts and practitioners of Feng Shui, you should be aware of these differences. New Age Feng Shui is equivalent to the daily horoscope readings that you get in newspapers. It is entertaining. However, you should not take it too seriously. Certain approaches in New-Age Feng Shui are considered rather dangerous from the perspective of Classical Feng Shui. Classical Feng Shui refers to the actual traditional form of study and practice of this art. There are many profound theories and sophisticated formulae that one needs to know before one considers practising this art professionally. How to Identify a Classical Feng Shui Audit: A serious practitioner of Feng Shui can immediately identify the problems affecting your house or business before you reveal them. He should be able to identify events that occurred in the past, present issues and future matters, based on the Feng Shui of your property or business. The beneficial effects of any advice from a competent and responsible practitioner should be clearly experienced within a time period of 49 days to 3 months. A good practitioner should always follow up with his clients to check on the outcome. If a house has specific problems, your Feng Shui practitioner should also be able to tell you who is suffering from the problems in the house and prescribe certain cures for your situation. A suitable remedy should be recommended taking into account the client’s financial capacity. Classical Feng Shui usually requires the following: •



Direction as an Important Criteria Direction is as important to Feng Shui as blood is to a person. Without directional readings, many of the formulae cannot be applied. Directions are taken of the facing of your property, facing of your main door, desk, fire mouth (stove), etc.



• •



Chinese Feng Shui Luo Pan A serious Feng Shui practitioner will take the trouble to learn how to read and use a Chinese Feng Shui Luo Pan. It is imperative that the practitioner understands the characters on a Chinese Feng Shui Luo Pan. Others may tell you that it is not necessary to know how to read Chinese to practise Feng Shui. This is not entirely correct. While it is true that you do not need to know the entire Chinese language to learn Feng Shui, the least a practitioner or a serious student must know are the essential characters on the Chinese Feng Shui Luo Pan. Without knowing these characters it is impossible to understand any of the profound theories of Feng Shui. It is like a doctor who refuses to learn the Latin terms in



 medical school or a scientist who refuses to learn the conventions of chemistry and physics. If a practitioner uses an ordinary compass or an English version of the Feng Shui Luo Pan, this is a clear indication of how earnestly that person considers his or her studies in the subject of Feng Shui. A Feng Shui Luo Pan is to a Feng Shui Master what a stethoscope is to a doctor. You cannot seriously practise Feng Shui without one. • •



Systems of Feng Shui Your Practitioner Advocates There are two major systems of Feng Shui, San He and San Yuan. San He is a system that focuses more on the physical and intrinsic appearance of the environment: the distance, direction and appearance of the mountains, direction, shape and flow of the waterways, rivers or roads and the direction of the building. San Yuan systems like Xuan Kong Flying Stars include techniques to measure the quality of Qi affecting the building in a specific period of time.



• •



Information Your Practitioner Would Ask For Your Feng Shui practitioner will ask you for the dates of birth of the occupants in your home, or key people in the office, depending on the nature of the audit. This information will help the Feng Shui practitioner investigate how the property's Feng Shui or energies are influencing the individual. Your practitioner will also request information regarding occupation date and request a floor plan to help with the audit.



• •



Environmental Factors All environmental features like incoming and outgoing roads, neighboring buildings and mountains, water inlets and outlets are taken into consideration for an analysis.



The above is a general guide as to how a Classical Feng Shui practitioner conducts an analysis of a building or site. Classical Feng Shui does not involve space-clearing. It is worth noting that space-clearing and other similar rituals have been recently introduced to the practice of Feng Shui by the Western world. This is a popular methodology in the West; however, in Eastern countries, Feng Shui masters do not advocate this approach at all. Hopefully this article has helped you to identify Classical Feng Shui and will help you when looking for a genuine Feng Shui practitioner for your business or residential needs.



Your First Feng Shui Luo Pan



 By Joey Yap The Luo Pan is the definitive Feng Shui tool. Tips on how to use the Luo Pan correctly.



The Chinese were the first people to develop the compass about 4000 years ago. It was said that the very first compass was found in the times of the Yellow Emperor (about 25th Century BC). According to popular legend, the LuoPan was presented to the Yellow Emperor by the Goddess of the Nine Heavens to assist him in his heroic battle against the evil wizard's clan. Over the centuries, the LuoPan has been reformed, redefined and altered according to new discoveries in land and directional theories by the respective dynasties' Kan Yu Experts ( today called Feng Shui Masters). The LuoPan have since then became an indispensable tool for the Ancient Chinese Art of Feng Shui. The Definitive Tool for ALL FENG SHUI Practices In the practice and study of authentic Feng Shui, the LuoPan is a requisite tool. For centuries Feng Shui Masters have researched, experimented and studied the meanings encrypted in the various types of LuoPans. Many have found that the significance embodied in the writings of the LuoPan to be highly profound and fascinating. Every degree and every character engraved on the heaven dial (the round moveable plate of the LuoPan) to be very intricately and accurately designed and carries with it the secrets of Chinese Art of Feng Shui. Feng Shui, literally means wind and water. Many people knew that Water represents Wealth in Feng Shui. But not many know what the Wind represents! The WIND in Feng Shui represents direction.For Feng Shui to be effective, the need of studying the forces of water and directional influences is of paramount importance. Every direction, even down to a single degree around your LuoPan can play significant and profound effects on the Feng Shui of a particular location. Before selecting your LuoPan, first ask yourself, WHICH system of traditional Feng Shui do you advocate? There are many schools and or systems of Feng Shui. In general there are 2 categories of authentic Chinese Feng Shui: 1. San Yuan School (3 Cycles System) 2. San He School ( 3 Combination System)



 Fey Xing (Flying Stars) or Xuan Kong (Time and Space) can be classified under the SAN YUAN School. Pa-Chai (Eight Mansions), Sui-Long (Water Dragons), San Long (Mountain Dragons) and environmental Feng Shui are subsets of the San He system of Feng Shui. These are traditional authentic Feng Shui systems. Which system do you practice? The Rings



There are various numbers of rings around a LuoPan. Depending on which school or which system the LuoPan is designed for, the LuoPan can be made up of as few as seven (basic rings) to up to a number of thirty-six rings! Every ring carries with it a specific theory in the application of Feng Shui. Different Feng Shui systems may have different meanings given to a particular level of a LuoPan. Depending on which system you advocate, the LuoPan can help the Feng Shui practitioner measure, locate, calculate and even predict the natural earth energies both directional and locational in a particular area. Today we can find two standardized types of LuoPan. They are the SanYuan LuoPan and the SanHup LuoPan. It is quite easy to differentiate the two types of Luopans. SANYUAN LUOPAN: Can be easily distinguished with the presence of the 64 Hexagrams of the I-Ching. The San Yuan LuoPan is also generally called the Jiang Pan (named after the founder of San Yuan Feng Shui : Great Grand Master Jiang Da Hong's). SANHUP LUOPAN: Can be recognized by the presence of 3 distinctive rings of the 24 Mountains. The San Hup Luo Pan is also commonly known as the Yang Kung Pan (named after the first Feng Shui Grand Master Yang Yun Song' of the Tang Dynasty) And there is the third standardized type of LuoPan which is really a combination of SanYuan and SanHup. It is called the Zhung Hup LuoPan. Designed primarily for those who like to advocate both systems of Traditional Feng Shui. The 8-Point Rule for Selecting Your LuoPan 1. Quality of the Needle The needle MUST be able to align accurately on TOP of the RED line at the bottom of the Heaven Pool (the round compass piece in the middle). The needle



 MUST be able to align accurately BELOW the AXIS CROSS (the intercrossing nylon strings). It should not even be a slight deviation of .01mm away from the above lines. 2. Heaven Pool's Red Line The Double Dots MUST be pointing to the "Rat" (Direct North 0o ) direction while the point should be pointing the "Horse" (Direct South 180o) direction. 3. Accuracy of Axis Cross (the nylon strings) The Cross MUST be able to cross the CARNIDAL AXIS directly at 0o, 90o, 180o and 270o of the Heaven Dial. There should not even be a slight deviation, or it renders the LuoPan totally useless. 4. Quality of the Heaven Dial Every character, trigram and number MUST be printed or carved with great clarity. Must be easy to read. Some words or characters may be blurred in the process of stamping, always double check. The dial should be steady and smooth when turned. It should not be too smooth or too tight. 5. Squareness of the Earth Base and a Spirit Level The LuoPan must have the Square Base. It is used to take measurements by matching it parallel to the wall or door of a house/building. It must come with a Spirit Level for accuracy of reading. 6. Material Quality What is the LuoPan made of? Poly-Electric wood, normal wood or Recycled Wood? It DOES make a HUGE difference. Poly-Electric wood can withstand temperatures of up to 140o C. Recycled Wood or normal wood are the cheap renditions found in most Chinese roadside stalls. 7. Measurements and Sizes * - LuoPans MUST come with accurate markings of the EXACT 360o . * - LuoPans come ONLY in the following standardized sizes: i. 2"8 ii. 3"4 iii. 4"2 iv. 5"2 v. 6"2 vi. 7"2 vii. 8"6 viii. 1ft 2" * - The standard size Traditional Feng Shui Masters uses are the 8"6 types. The



 smaller ones like the 2"8 - 4"2 are mainly for convenience use. The smaller the LuoPan gets, the easier it is to make mistakes. Thus it is only when one is very experience should one use a small LuoPan for a professional Feng Shui audit. For the beginners, start by using a 5"2 or 6"2. Professional Feng Shui practitioners should always use a 8"6. 8. Beauty If all the above 7 points are met, the last point is the Beauty test. Some LuoPans are good but they look highly unattractive. Or they may feel rough and fidgety to be held. When choosing a LuoPan, treat it like choosing a beautiful quality garment at a designer store. Not only must it have high quality, but it should also have the right feel (i.e. fabric, smoothness and look). Your LuoPan must even be good enough to be used as a decorative Feng Shui item. It is not unusual for Feng Shui Masters to display their LuoPans glamorously in their homes. Some have a sense of pride, others have a feeling of peace when they display their LuoPans as decorative pieces. It is true that many Feng Shui masters today are avid LuoPan collectors. Others believed that the LuoPan could ward off evil spirits because it embodies the secret of the I-ching which we all know, is the secret of the Feng Shui Ba Gua. This is however folklore and Feng Shui Symbolism, believing or not believing is up to the reader. A quality LuoPan should weigh around 1.3 to 1.5kg. The Heaven Dial (the Round Plate) should be easily turnable with a slight firm and steady feel. Nowadays good LuoPans are scarce to find. Unknowing vendors in the west have been victims of many unscrupulous businessmen in China, selling them cheap and tacky imitations of a real Feng Shui Luopan. Be VERY careful of the LuoPan that you chose to purchase. Make sure it comes with the 6 essential components (mentioned above) and are made of exceptional quality (poly-electric wood). This article serves the purposes to educate the masses and unveil the truth about what really is a quality Chinese LuoPan. Like any other quality goods, LuoPans today come in different brand names. Be sure to select a reliable maker for long-term usage. No doubt, higher end makers are dearer in price, but the quality surpasses the test of time and weather conditions. Buying a LuoPan is like buying a car. Do you want a BMW or Hyundai? Well, you pay only for the quality, accuracy and most of all durability. Like a stethoscope to a Doctor, the LuoPan is to a Feng Shui Practitioner. For those who are serious in the practice of Feng Shui, I urge you to search for a good 8"6 LuoPan. Having your LuoPan is your first step to Feng Shui Mastery. For the beginners, as guide, go for a medium San Yuan LuoPan that comes in the sizes of 5"2 or 6"2.
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